FOOTBALL.

LUTON AND THE ENGLISH CUP.

rRd ?
" WASHERS” BEAT THE ‘PLAIT ERS.
MIDDLESBROUGH IRONOPOLIS V. LUTION G'l 3:’&' in
Saturday last was an exceedingly !m}{o’t’fn itnessed
the history of the Luton Town Club, for it ¥i etition
their appearance for the second time in the cquE; azed
proper for the English Cup, a contest which i3 e‘ugu;ry.
in by 32 of the most prominent teams in the cl( Rl
The system of selection is perhaps eufficient }tlwut a
known, but it may briefly be explained that l’led o
&core of the strongest clubs in the North aret]hol}r Sy
10 divisional champions, who have to i’{ght 618 R
through a preliminary competition. Two Ye‘“lif ing
after exerting themselves brilliantly in the qua axmsb
rounds, Luton Town found themselves drawn ag R
Middleshrough Town. ! The \Lutonians| ‘wereh a 0
that time farless formidable an organisation than ivals
but they made a fair show against the Northex‘nﬁl. by
on a fleld which was rendered well-nigh unplayal bina-
ice and snow. This season the calibre of the com ing
tions whom Luton has had to meet in the OPe:a.u
round has been far higher than was the case tlwoy it
since, and the credit attached to the txt_le of c'jlj‘?_]m%rst
is proportionately more worthy to be dgsu‘ed. h e i
encounter was with the Old Westminsters, w ';D old
““ reds " overturned most estimates by defeating td °d e
bsys by one goal to nothing. This match was deci 5 i
their epponents’ ground, but in the next roun o
Lutenians were fortunate enough to be drawn %? ’& SY
at Luton, when they vanquished Norwich C.E: - t:.hé
by five goals to one. Colchester was the scene o b
next match, and the Sherwood Foresters wnreé e
adversaries. When the full period had been Pla)ig e
game stood at two goals all, and in the extra ha -l: :tlx‘w:
the Bedfordshire players scored another point ; b“d 5
referee stopped the operations on the score that 83
ness would prevent further play. On t}levSat\ll‘hs‘.’
before Christmas the Luton men mamfestedl t ;.15
superiority by defeating the soldiers after a splendi
struggle by two goals te one. The Ironopolis (or
** Washers " ag they are called in their own town from
the fact that most them are engaged in some way in
dealing with iron in its menufacture) had no such
record as this to show, for they were one of the
exempted sides, but the fact that they had progressed a
good way into the competition in previous seasons and
their name, as one of the strongest clubs in the North,
sufficed to show that Luton had an exceedingly heavy
task in hand. There were no reliable means of
adequately forecasting the chances of the locals, but
there were many in this district who flattered them-
selves that their favourites had an exceedingly good
chance of making their way into the second round. . If
isunderstood that the players themselyes were sanguine
before the mateh, and that they started on their
lengthy journey in the best of spirits. By arrange-
ment, the Midland Company stopped thelNorth express
on Friday due to leave shortly after 1 o’clock, and the
members of the team, with which was Harry Whitby
a3 a regerve, were accommodated with a saloon, being
joined by half-a-dozen visiors. The team had a
splendid send-off, some 200 or 300 enthusinsts
assembling at the Midland station to wish them bon
veyage, one elderly lover of the ‘game indicating his
wishes by seattering rice freely over the members of
the eleven as they entered the carriage. The first stop
of any importance was made at Sheffield, where a visit

~of an hour enabled the travellers to partake of tea in

comfort, Resuming the journey, they were joined by
the members of the Sheffield United team, who were
travelling northwards to play at Neweastle in the same
competition, and the Lutonians were interested by
having pointed out to them the mozt prominent of the
Sheffield representatives, The remainder of the
lourney was satisfactorily ‘accom lished, mnother stay
baving been mades at York, and the iron town war
reached at about 8 o’clock. The players at once pro
ceeded to Liddels Temperance Hotel in; Bridge-street,
comparatively short distance from the station, whi)
the other members of the party- looked in anothy
direction for hotel accommodation. Both the elenn
and the visitors were glad to retire comparatively ealy,
but a f\ltlo\l'l hurricans and other causes preveled
much rest being obtained. The ** pey " ook it ag
on Saturday morning, but before mid-day thoybas
paid & visit of inspection to the ground on the Panlige-
road, which s gituated *at the Linthorpe end { the

town, They were asto inh, N
the Bl'ound’in far from: o fo fiud that not o wa

blowing from end to end of trl{e ot e was

generally agreed that round, ar it way
scientifly dlspiay, ¢ there v f



DR il [ o
scientific display. o st
ncounter had been fixed to comme:
TtheZ.o and at that hour about 1,500 p‘ls
assembled, this number subsequently bef
until about 2,000 were presont. The vf il
ditions continued to be execrable, for not -;!"1 by this
wind as high as ever, but & drizzling uiny con{eded
time commenced to fall. It was genon‘b“t dicnoe
that whoever won the toss would stand t)‘ud At RN
of winning the game, for it was just Pq‘dxexervu i
the side which had been struggling to Le e il
goal intsct in the first balf would
exhausted by the end of that period. -
the time snnonnced the P_nton “:ﬂy
and were ly ws)
specisl cheer being reserved for Galb: {:{:’:’:ﬂ‘:‘ﬁ;’igﬁ
after tho remainder of the players,’ &
b

eing due to the fact tll‘mt thu Lu'l..uu “','I‘,;“’ T,“I'}n:;','f
mer]; layed for the Ironepolis 7
oy Eegelr adversarios attjred jnsierTy and white

1low i
::riomu? snd they were enthuniasﬁ#‘lly ;‘;’i;’;:g;‘ Aot’
halt-past 2 the referee (Mr. J.° in the following

Lincoln) took charge of the eleve .
ordst A daesbrough. Tronapoly, Ognly B Otd
backs, J. Bell aud R. Oliver; he 08 To g S5g”
(captain), D, Gray, and H. Mlﬂl\[(;onie (centre), J.
Adams aud F. Hunt (right), J. ¥ 0 v Gonl,,E
Grewsr and T, Huuter (left). L 5 98 ° BOG -
Bee ; backs, J. Wilson and W, PSRAe) 3 1 C 000
J. Watkins, J, W, Julian and A7+ (8905 PP Re
R. Brown and J. Finlayson, "";g(lt’“ 3 'I‘l:u At
(centre), F. Allen and J. Dim#’° ‘; ) it
important alteration in the ,omef tel:mﬁncut halt-
Grewar, who is regarded m«""'; 9 a te 4Ra forward
backs in England, had been tpsferrec to she

rank In order to replace Wal¥
by an injurydfn;;u dhemunscno
of the crowd that he is on
forwards in the north, The/nesmen ‘}:"m IX('B?“]’; :‘f
Welford (Bratbon) and J,“dlﬂg;ﬂ t(l?e”ng;minn: Ewheu

i intment was emi . fhe

fﬁl‘;ﬁ’;’::%im.: that Julips ad lost choice of positions,
but the inevitable had tole faced, and so 'Galbrnltlli
started operations againstspronounced h“""’“}m .'“:
rain storm. The ball prueded only a few yards into
the homesters’ territory, 1hd was soon returned over
the centre line, and in ofir to show the extraordinary
atrength of the wind it r#y be mentioned that from a
Kick by one of the home@ntingent the ball went out
elean over the grand ud abonb a minute from the
start. When a gosl ik had been obtained Wilson
accidentally kicked tinugh his own goal, this action
heing the result of thesdverse conditions under which
Luton were playing, [nde for Luton was one of the
next noticeable fafares, the ball being pretty
much confined to f:¢ Luton quarters. Tndeed, it
seemed impossible [ the defenders to get very: far.
A little later, howsrer, #ome exceedingly good passing
was put in by the “reds’” front rank, Galbraith being
particulazly noticulle, and the result of this was that
the visitors wereeabled to turn the tables on their
opponents and kome for the monce the attacking
force. This was 10t of long continuance, nad the
leather was agin brought into proximity to Bee's
charge, and Cheber in saving conceded u corner. A
struggle in froot of the Luton uprights followed, but no
score resulted, e ball eventually going behind the
Besifordshire mea's line. Grewar was rendering him-
self very conwieuons in his new position, and on one
occasion a gmod shot from his foot was as grandly
cleared by Uhesher in front of goal, The Middles-
b b men shogtly aftorwards sent in another beauty,
which gtruck {h¢ bar and bounded over, to the chagrin
of the howe sympathisers and the delight of the
vigitors. gie, who had been far from noticeable up
to now, suot ip & capable attempt, which was as finely
cleare A fgul against Luton was followed by hands
against /Nops” twice in rapid succession, both
these cks giving considerable relief to the
““reds,” whb were being severely pressed. Hands
against the/ defenders afforded an opportunity to
Grewar fo #nd in a very hot shot, and an evil result
was only ayoided by Wilson heading over the bar—a
dongerons pxpedient in any case, and a particularly
risky metbod of clearing in such a high wind. Of

ofwards the spirits of the amall band of Luton
sympathiferd were aroused by the ball being taken over

the halfray mark for the second time in the game, |

the result of some extremely tty play on
of Brown. The wind and Ftrl:a yogpo’llng

were too -tro:x # combination for the plucky

Tittls right winger and the ‘spher
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Hunter headed over and Moonie missed an excellent
opportanity. When Bee had saved grandly from
Oliver, a Middlesbrough player was penalised for

handling the ball at the Luton end The refere
created some dissatisfaction by passging over & like
infringernent of the rule by Allon and punishing Bell

for such an offence. Luton shortly afterwards made
another excursion up the field, and Galbraith and
Brown exhibited capable style, the latter ultin tely
misging a fine opportunity of centreing. Hands off
Wilson, who had changed positions with Julian, again
transferred the scene of operations, and the next iteras
of importance were & 10}11 againgt Galbraith and a
corner againgt that player’s side, Hunter having been
pulled up for an infringement of the off-side law,
Finlayson wag punished for fouling Moonie. Oliver
took the kick, and the ball went through the Luton
posts, but inasmueh as it did not touch a second player
no score was allowed. Watkins followed the lead of
other members of his side by conceding a corner, and
Finlaysen was responsible for a like action a minute or
two later. Hands agaiust the homesters afforded their
adversaries ancther opening, which was taken advantage
of by Galbraith and Brown, the former exhibiting
exceedingly good judgment. This attack was not long
continued, however, and the exchanges thereafter t_ook
place at the other end of the field, a corner against
the strangers being the only further advantage which
accrued to either eleven before the interval, when the
score stood :

Ironopolis, 2; Luton, 0.

After the resumption Grewar went back to hig
accustomed post, and Gray joined the front rank men,
the obvious intention being to set the former at liberty
to watch Galbraith. That he had fully determined to
do this was manifested in the first minute, for Grewar
was pulled up for fouling the Luton centre man some-
what badly. Itsheuld be explained that the wind had
by this time dropped considerably, and that so far as
weather conditions were concerned the teams were on
an equality. Despite this and the terribly hard
task they had had in defending previously, the
Lutonjans exerted themselves strenuously, and things
looked well for them when Dimmock finished up a
splendid run two minutes from the re-stort by scoring
with a high shot which went in out of reach of the
goal-keeper. A corner for Luton was follewed by
Brown sending in a good attempt which went high over
the bar, while a little later a miskick by Chesher
enabled one of the “ Nops’ ’” front string to disgtinguish
himself similarly. A fast long attempt by Dimmock
threatened danger, but it was headed away by Oliver
ot the espense of & corner. Brown wag punished for
handling, and Allen for an alleged foul, and then the
homesters were pulled up for pushing the last-named.
The Lutnjans attacked in force, but hands pulled
them uy, and a corner to them was unproductive, A
‘magniftent shot by Brown fally deserved to score,
Ord saing in marvellous fashion. A couple of fouls
egains the leaders were given in rapid suocession and |
then fie homesters obtained a corner off Watkins.
McNat, who had been exhibiting unnecessarily foul
tactio, wan hurt & trifle, but he was soon enabled to
resute, The *‘ Nops ” subsequently attacked, and Ree
hgd o save from Hunter and Gray. A fou,l against
Midlesbrough was sandwiched between g cougle of
deciions against Taylor for handlj -

¢ o ing, and two fren
kiol in favour of the “ Washers ” were noticed. Dim-
mek Tater on put in the hest run of the da a;ld £t
eliing two of his speedy opponents ﬁnishec}{’b £ e G:
8 prner, but this was not im proved upoa Cl‘g 0”?:"
thire was little of interest to oh e b
i o G ronicle, save that

wards the end the “ pedg” infused a trif laal
ito their display and threatened o saore. o . 30
ot effeoted, however, PP g zhscore. This was
lomesters had qualified for the e i epd ghng; khe
o g cond round, the scores
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Trenopolis, 2; Lutos, I.M > :
eturned by & train leaving Middlestroug]
-tfo:em.’u- t 7 ynd reached home at about 0
o’clock on b‘nl sy mmm;.
Our special €] r wri
to the gsme r—lwmut at the outs
undertakipg the journey the thoug]
able to win had oot seriously prea&l_nud itself to my
mind, but the excitement which p:evyulcd n‘nongut the
occupants of the saloon, coupled with their allaring
manipulation of paper form, imbued me with a mod!
cum of their optimism, and when I reached the land of
the “ Nops ” I was at Jeast hoping for the best. A
that was to be heard in Middlesbrough went to give
further justifiestion for harbouring plessing thoughts—
the decadence of the clab, the loss of seme of their best
Iayers, and the falling ont at the last minate of Wal-
ﬂm (their erack forward) were only a few of these.
Hope told s flattering tala” on the eve of the great
enconnter, but anxiety came with the merning of the
eventfol day. A visit to the scene of operations was
ing, for not only was the turf far from
are sccustomed to, but & perfect
d to end of the pitch.
Laton men and their

what the *
hurricane was sweeping from en
The verdict arrived at by the
sympathisers was that victory would doubtless not with
those who were fortunste emough to obtain choice of
ends, and as the day wore on this prognostication was
found to be the general convietion amongst the cog-
| noscenti. In the Northern papers T had read overnight

gate was aoticipated, and before my

a large
shequer ; but nothing of the kind happened, and 1 should
think the outcome will be that the Luton executive will
be considerably out of pocket by their journey to the
ivom town. At the time play commenced the crowd
7211 far short of 2,000, and at no time did it excoed
ihat number. Who could wonder that none but
enthusiasts left their own firesides? A terribly cold
winid swept down the ground bringing with it drenci-
{ng Tain, and sltogether the surroundings were about
| as uninvitingas they could well be. The Luton visitors
thanked their stars that one of the two grand stands
bad been spared by a reeent eyclone, though even Lere
thelr experience was not altogether pleasant, The
game may be dismiseed in & comparatively brief epace,
for at no time was there anything but the slightest
wodicam of science displayed. Although they lozt I
unhesitatingly aver that the Lutonians were the better
team. The splendid magner in which they defended
their fortress in the opening balf evoked expressions of
admiration from even the north country spectators—
which is saying a vast deal. Of course when the time
came to change ends the exertion which they
undergone told its tale, but the fact that the Ironopolis
eould “not again break through the defence, while the
reds’ scored, speaks volumes for the Southerners, The
bad_cup lnck which generally falls to the share of the
Bedfordshire plagers was very pronounced on thi
occasion, for no sooner Liad the teams changed oie
fhan it ‘was sscertained that fhe wind had dromped
almost to & dead calm. It must not be mppopedptll,mt
e e e
ol e e L o
Ve pesnt o Vs o, “18 ammetiig Bl H e sy
;?ozdle:z et ﬁ}n Siven el Ao mé |
d weather the Ironopolis |
;m:nwfm  Tosir Corwsds w‘;‘;‘;’:‘m’m?’nﬁ‘?:i
ront siring at their best, and a Biddl
gentleman observed i i eehrongit
forward ** can’t shoot for ti i e
mwmqf:yuaaﬁmwi{ng imm from thef:-l:::g
Eecatly st a o G e ARl
opportunity of distinguishiog bimself. At tr same
ama Sy deserves great credit for the excelle; :Em
he made .l: centre half-back ; indad‘: fo:'
was i ‘
wing men were af’liﬁle ‘l::l:ni:m:‘l;:l]y Rouly: iThe
in the sesond period, i ppiag Brown and
::l: for his failure in this dixednn’mb ligﬂnr'me
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