THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

: LUTON TOWN v. READING.
Played ot Reoding on Saturday. Result :—-

BT ERTWOITL L ol e v b wals o 0 e v gl B ROO]S,
Rmmngbiitiﬁ!1#“!#%!#.-1;#1&-w-ail ngﬂlﬁ.

" The tears were as follow :-—

iaar., LUTON TOWN. Le?T,
Bee (goal).
Chesher, MceEwen,

- Watkina. B0 Crindie. Howe.
Qaliacher. Finlayson. Galbraith.  Allen. Prentice.
&

Watson.,  Btewart, Maoore. Wilaon. Lee
Knight. Justing, Deane,
Inglis. ‘White.

Cannon (geoal).

LEFT, READING, Bigur,
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~ Referee, Mr. F. Crossley, Swindon ; linesmen,
Messars, J, H. Hackett and A. N. Other, |
. L »” e |

About two dozen Luton enthusiasts journeyed to the
Tiscuit tovm on Saturday to see the Reds take a couple
of points out of Reading. A little more, however, and
they would have met with disappointment, but the
narrowness of the margin of Luton’s victory was due
to circomstances to which reference wiul be made later i
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The actual scene of the contest was Caversham, but .
where Reading ends and Caversham begius, I am
unable to say. 1 only know that in order to get to the
und we haad to ferry across the river and then waik a
tight-rope sort of a bridge which was placed ower a
gtream. If my duties took me to the [Reading ground
gffen, I should speedily eﬁegt an Insurance on my life,
* L |

| ere was & jolly good crowd to welcome mg—~-good,
that is, as regarde numhbers. In cther respects the
Laton lot are not a patch on them, They shouted and
kicked ujp such a huilaballoo ag L never heard before,
buat fortunately, the cuatery, with some exceptions, was
not of the grossly illnstured kind which distinguishes ﬁ
certain grounds that I have wvisited, Still, it ‘was |
amazing enough, in ali consecience, X |
* ¥
T thought I bad got in & heathen fand, i
That the natives on their gods did call ;
For who could think such a terrible din |
Was cauaecl by feliows footing a ball,
. ¥ s
 Successful Luton ! Yes, quite se, -and Tauton will i
be successful all the time their players iock after their ¢
feet, a very important item. For serviceable non-
glipping boots, Freeman, Hardy, and Willis, Limited,
38, George-street, Luton, defy competition, all at
pular prices, they guarantee best valne for money.
The Rugby and Association Boot, patented, at 6s. 11d.
of which they gell many thousands throughout the
kingdom, they thoroughly recommend. The iargest
stock of Walking and othﬁrBO(Jtam*d:hu town=-[ Auvr, ]
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The game was timed to commencs at three o’clock,
but it was a quarter past the hour when UGalbraith set
the ball in motion, Reading hawving won the toss. At
the veory outset the crowd mads a tremendous row, and
X was puzzled to know what it was all about. The {
only words 1 could hear had reference fo someone’s |
faking a coat off, and then if gradually dawned upon
me that the canse of all the bether was the blazer worn
by the refaree, which was searcely distingmshable from
the shirts of the Luton players. The shouting was §
somewhat justified by events, for now and then during }
the course of the game the referee was left in sole

possession of the ball
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Comparing the two teams asthey appeared on the
field, the homesters certainly seemed to possess the
advantage of weight, though there were one or two
small men among them. By the way, it 1s curious 1o
note that at Reading they never succeed im putfing
their first team in the field, and the reason is that §
nobody knows what their first team is like. Some
imagine that the premier eleven should be constifuted
in one way and some in another,
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Thus the gontleman who supphied the report of
Saturday’s match to the Bvening ANews deplored the
absence of Corbett and Wazrd, while the Sfer reporter
jamenfed the non-appearance of Fletcher, Kelsey,
Dickenson, and Shepherd. I fancy there were aboutf a
agore of other firet eleven men whoese services were not
available, so that it will be seen that the *‘ powers thatl
be’”’ down that way were in a distitctly unforfunate

posif1o
s | X + 3

- On the Lutou side the only disaﬁrﬂintmenb was in
regard to Burrows, wke had promised to play, but who
at the last moment found himself tied o the Arsenal
Reserves. Chesher took his place, and I think it will
be generally admitted by these who saw the mateh
that he e quite as good a show as Burrows could

have done.
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After the ball was set rolling, the first tmmrelﬁ 'I_’:jt’jtg
was a pretty piece ol combination by :Tdbmil tt;trl J
Allen, and as a result Prentice gotin a lm:_f:ll_}i’ sho ;U. :
Tnglis  luckily stayed its Progress. IG ;"};'v‘m% 8
gplendid « bit of tackling by McHEwen, & ren tmf:,,
]&'*Grindle, Watkins, Finlayson, and A}lgl] 13.]1 wr}n in
for shooting practice, but it 1*em;a,mr::d for i_;rg%@{,f exr to
provide Cannon with aﬂfilhl{,ﬂg 111«1::,;1 difficult jobs,
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A litile later, from & centre by Gallacher, P‘.t_'f:-r'_n'_tzf_{;fj.
ghowed up with a hesutiful shot, which fhu._;i:_'m‘:ea }:;Fe‘t.
Cannon with another opporiu nity of exhﬂ.nt..u_g‘ | ﬂls
gkill, and then M Crindle sent over the bar. Gr&u{lalt 1
came near scoring with an overhead kick fx'u;f{ a
throw-in by Watkins, but once more Cannon proved

to the occaslon.
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The ex-Scots Gruardsman having negociated a very
emart shot from Freutice, Reading broke loose, but
Watson spoiled the effort by getting offside. A 1ew
minutes afterwards, the homesters got away, bub
Woore frittered away his chance by shooting terribly
wride. From a corner given by Chesher, the hall was |
yut in goal and the Reading forwards swooped d(}?rl;
in fine style, and were mortified to find their attempt |

frustrated by Bee. J £ .

Generally speaking, however, luton Wwere having
considerably the best of the play, the ?i"hﬁlﬁ team
working together in grand combination. The passng
all round was clean and well judged, and had not
Reading had a strong pair of backs anda splendid
coalkeeper, the Reds must have scored over and over

- again, i v x

At length, White gave & corner 1o a.shot by Prentice,
and the little 'un placing from tha flagstatt, K’ Crindle
headed on to Gallacher, who headed into the net. This

was after twenty-five nﬁnul:eaﬂ pla.z‘,
. A
Two capital headers obtained the goal
And Luton were truly elated |
But the dismal looks of the Reading shoal,

Are better imagined than it&-ted,
EN K

PveryrEme new at S. Bassett’s, 28, Wellington-
street. New Hats, Hosiery, Ties, Collars, Gloves.—

TATvr. ] 5 . 3

Nothing succeeds like success, it i3 said, :and the
Reds, greatly inspirvited, went at it again ding-dong.
A clinking shot by CGallacher was cleared beantifully
by Cannon, who eluded Galbraith by letting that
gentleman go over his head into the net. Gallacher
then had another try, and this time putin suech a hot
‘un that the custodian was obliged to give a eorier,
from which nothing resulte*d.
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A beauty by Allen, Cavuon was not quite able to
¢lear, and Prentice with the goal at his merey, shot
over the bar. Then Galbraith, after a grand bit of
play, put Prentice in possession, and the left winger
gending aeross the mouth of goal, Gallacher registered
a second peint with a lightning shot.
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Subsequent to this, the play became a bit more even,
aad ouce, at any rate, Reading came within an ace of |
scoring. Just before the interval a great misfortune .
befel Luton, Gallacher, who had been plajing a
champion game, twisting his leg. 1i was quite an
accidental affair, though the injury was the resultv of a
collision. While Gallacher was lying on the ground,
however, I regretted to hiear a well-dressed rufiian on
the grand stand give expression to his satisfactjon at
the mishap by advising the Reading players to ** Give

‘em. socks.”’
RS * *

During this first half, the Luton team had given as
fine an exhibifion of foetball as 1t has been my lot to
see for many o long day, and it was certainly no
discredit to the Reading men that they were a couple
of goals behinud. After the match was over, the
opinion was freely expressed that Luton’s play during
this forty-five minutes was far supericr to anything
seen on the Reading ground this season,
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At the beginning of the sccend half, the Luton goal
experienced a narrow escape. Owing to a miskick by
M’Crindle, Moore was given a ¢lear opening, but that
player, instead of taking the balli down as he ought fo
“have done, very foolishly contented himself with a long |

shot, which went wide of the mark.
#* * w

Luton at once retaliated, and Galbraith transierring
{o Allen, Freddie patsuch a lot of powder 1ehind his
shot that Cannon was dasunbfonnded, and Lmton were
placed three up, It wag really a wonderful goal, and
Allen must have been as much astonighed as anybody,
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Soon after this Gallacher came out again, but found
*that he was no good, and bad to give it up asa bad job.
Reading now began to infuse an immense amount of
energy mto their play, and getting in frout of the Luton
citadel, Stewart bhad a good chance afforded him, but
‘he sent the ball clean out of the figid, *
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A minute or so afterwards, Prentice, e pparently
thinking the game would benefit by the introduction of
a little of the comic element, dehiberately used hig fist

o the ball when he should have used his head, and

eading, seizing the opportunity to attack which th

ekick gave them, tested the poviem of Bee,
L L b
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Through an error of judgment he left his post, and did
not reach the ball, but Watson took compassion smd.
“hot over the bar. A little latcr Reading again attacked,
and Bee being unable to clear from o shot by Knight,

the ball was ruﬁhad*thmugs,
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Tremendous cheering all round the ground greeted
this performance, and the locals no doubt began o
conjure up vizions of victory, At this juncture Wilson
and McEwen attracted notice by showing each other
undesirable attention, and on a repetition of the nifence
in a scrimmage in the Luton goal, both were ordered. ofi

the field.
s i A

Now that the Lutonians were reduced to nine, the
Reading players saw their opportunity, and made the
most of it. They piled it on in a most determined
fashion, and the marvel 18 that the Reds were able to

hold them at bay as loug a8 Ehey dici.

*

Jusat before the call of time, and in f somewhat bad
light, Justins ndded & secoud goal with a long shot,
and again there was an outburst of enthugiasm on the
part of the spectatore. What a scene we should have
witnessed had the homesters been able to eguaﬁ.l.seﬁ I
dare not contemplate, and it was quite a relief to me
when the whistle rounded ffr a cessation of hostilities.
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OvercosTs to order from 30s. at S. Bassett’s, 28,
Wellington-street. Gentlemen waited on ab thelr owwn
vesidences on receipt of pos*fr‘:ard--fgﬁnw. ]
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The Reading team certainly deserve great credit for
the amount of dash they put into their play when they
saw there was a possibility of wetrieving their fortunes,
COredit is equally due o the Reds for the equally deter-
mined defence theyZopposed to the fierce onslaughis of
the home teana.
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As T have said, Lufon played a first-class game in the
first half, and better than could have been expected,
under the circumstances, in the second. My first com-
pliment must be paid to Chesher, who, taking his lace
at wvery short mnotice, acquitted hbimself splendidly
throughout the match. Did he always play as well,
there would be no need to seek the services of anotber
back.
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MoEwen was in fine form, and it was a great pity
that he and the other fellow lost their iempars.
M'Crindle was a pick of a very strong half-back line,
ard seemed as though he could do nothing wrong.
Howe and Watkins both did yeoman service, working
untiringly from beginning to fimakh.

b £ w
Galbraith, as usual, gave a brilliant exhibition, and

sll the others seemed:to emulate them., Gallacher,

until he was hurt, performed splendidly, and Fmlay-
son also rendered = capital account of himself, though
the injury to his eye placed him at a disadvantage in
the matter of heading. The left wing was on 1ts very
best behaviour, Prentice again going very strongly,
while Allen put in any amount of work. In the latfer

part of the second half Allen combined the functicns

L.

a mistake, which almost had disastrous - consequences. %

pare
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of half-back and forward, Howe going back, and he
did it remarkably well. He always shows up best in an

‘emergency.
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With regard to the Reading team, the man who
stood out most prominently was undoubtedly Cannoi,
whose display between the sticks was irreproachable.
Inglisand W hite at back always wanted a lot of beating.
The hali-back :line was nothing out of the ordinary
way, and the forwards, four of whom bhelong to the
Argvlle and Sutherland Highlanders, were only
moderate in point of ability, though they played up
very pluckily. '
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Mr. Crossley had a very difficult posifion, owing to
the faet that he is a Swindon man, and that thereis
 bitter rivalry between Reading and Swindon. Never-
theless, he discharged his duties in a manner which

did him great credit, and he kept cool in spite of the
- noisiuess of the crowd.
. R * w

The Reading Committee did a very kind (hing in

providing tea at the Queen’s Hotel, for the Luton
‘team, and this is a practice which might be more
generally followed. Such hospitality must of necessity
tend to promote that good feeling which it is desirable,
In the 1interests of the game, to cultivate, and I
commend the KReading plan to all whom i1t may
concern. I ought to say that Messrs, Walker and
Matthews, the soccretary and assistant secretary
reapeciavely, were kindpess personified.
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The only other Southern League match on Saturday
was that between Southampton St. Mary’s and Royal
Ordoance, on the ground of the former. The Royalists
were beater by three goals to one. |
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—~A serious accident to footballers may often
oceur by being badly booted. The boot recommended
- Lo prevent these accidents, 18 the Rugby and Association
Boot, patented, price 6s. 11d., sold by Freeman, Hardy
and Willis, Limited, 38, George-street, Luton. For
‘the money it is a marvel, Ik gives the greatest
satisfaction to hundreds of players, For (Gent's Smart
and Durable Walking Boots at 3s. 11d., 4s. 114., and
8. 11d., ses Freeman, Hardy, and Willis’ windows.
Lhey are thé largest retailers in the kingdom.—[Apvr. ]
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