ENGLISH CUP OCOMPETITION.
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: LOWON TOWN v. ST. ALBANS.
 Playoed u Bt. Albaus ox Savarfay. Result i—
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St. Albans..... e o R Rt N TR 1 goal.
The temm ware 28 fallow o—-
' Th G, LUTON TOWRX, Tinge.
Beoa (gesal).
heghes. MeHwen.
@ W&ﬁ'ﬁ: M Ceindle. Howe.,
- Brown. ¥inlaysom, Calbredth. Prentise, Dimmock,
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K. B, Gregham. _
4. J. Heath. W, Giddiss, ¥.XE. Laughton. E. N, Sharpe,

J. W. SBharpe. A. Taylox. . Mardall.
W. A. Sargend. 0. ®. Aylen.
Jd. Dickerson (goal).
Lrwmn, BT, ALBANS. Rigur,
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‘Referee, Mr. £. R. Carr, B.A. ; linesmen, Messrs. H.
Shaue (Luton), and W. Payne {St.ﬁﬁlbana).
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A recogmised neceseity by all football players, is a
guod, useful, comfortable fikting boot. These can be
procured at all prices and gnaranteed qualities from
| %‘r&em&n, Hardy, and Willis, Limited, 38, George-

street, Luton. The Rughy end Association Boot,

Patented, deserves special mention ; the price of these

boots 18 6s. 11d., we sell many hundreds, and they
ive universal satisfaction. Crentlemen’s iight
unday Boot from 3s. 11d., special sewn ones at; 6s. 114.
C mpetition deﬁed.;—[ﬁﬁv'& A
I feel tolerably happ‘_{ now. During the fortnight
preceding Saturday I ha

intersst 13 so largely bound up, that I really began to
fear lest the fortunes of war should furnish the modest

young men of the Hortfordshire town with some justifi- |

cation for the erowing in which they had been
indulging., 1
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Not that I for a moment sntertained anv doubt as to
the ability of Lufton to lick St. Albans. . But
then as the day for the all-important match drew near,
& lot of nncertainty was felt as to the Way 1In which
the two teams would be constituted. On the one
hand, we did not know who would appear ior Luton,
and on the other, we wers not sure whether any St,
~Albans men at all, bar the goal-keeper, would figure
1u the eleven represeniing the city.
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Here in Luton the question was whether Galbraith
and Geallacher wounld be able to take part 1n ithe matel,
and great was the satisfaction when it was found that
the former would tura out, and equally great was the
disappointment when i became known that the right-

winger would not,
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By an amalgamation with Crouch End, the Saints
were able fo get together what on paper appeared to
be a very decent team, and the tirao of the football
enthusiasts in the city was taken up to a very large
extent In sxpatiating on the powers of the different
players who would appear in the St. Albans colours,
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But taken altogether, the one great point on which

the Albanians relied was apsed. Most of the mien
~ were regarded as champion sprinters, and it wag said
_that when ouce they got away the Luton professionals
would never be able to catch thern. The Proguostics -
tion was not borne out by the event, which acain
showed how dangsrous it is to count the chickens
before they arc hatehed.
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For the purposs of trausferting the Bedfordshire
nobility into Hertfordshire, an sxcursion was run on
the Midland Railway, and the ¢r uly aristocratic fare of
2 shilling return was charged. Tt ou ght to have been
only half. Notwithstanding the want of consideration
shown by the Company, however, nearly a thousand
Lutonians went over to 'St. Albans,
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Among these was no less a personage than the
Secretary of the Town Club, and it quite did my heart
good to see him enjoying himself on the City ground.
During the three years T have travslled abont with the
Reds, this is the firgt tims, I tbhink, that I have seen
My, Smith take the luxury of a trip. Hae has generally
preferced duty to pleasure, but on khis oceasion, duty
did not call at Tuton.
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The match took place on the Clarence Park ground,
where the accommodation for football is not yet as
complete as might be desirad. The streteh of turf is ip
Yery good condition, snd whoen the Albanians get their
new pavilion, which is to ba srected at g cost of £300,
little room will be left for complaint,
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heard 5o much of what the
Sa'nts were going to de to the team with which my
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Nearly three thousand persons assembled (o witness
the encounter, and the period of waiting, previous to
the kick-off, was eolivened by the strains of the Cily
Brass Band, in which, it was interesting to note, Mr.
Horace Paul—the ** good old Paul "' of days gone by-—
played the flute. I wonder which he likes hest--
blowing or kicking ?
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Whatever failures football players may meet with,
they can rely on the fact that if th e,{r purchase boots or
ghoes from Freeman, Hardy, and Willis, Lomited, 38,
George-street, Luton, they never fail to seccure a
thorough good boot at a low price, which they can wear
with confidence themselves, and recommend to their
friends. ¥. H.and W. challenge the trade to deny

that they are the largest retailers in the kingdom, and

oive hest value for money.—[AnvT, |
¥ "
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Aboul five minutes after the advertised time, the

geraal Mr. Carr whistled the men into position, and
St. Albaus having won the toss, Galbraith set the ball
i motionn, Theu for a moment all was still, and the
three thousand spectators anxously awaited develop-
ments,
# % #

- Would the Saints-—I must for charity’s sake call
them by that name, as 1t would bhe inviduius
to distinguish hetweesn St. Albang and Crouch Tind—
would the Sainte, with their marvellous speed, give
Luton the go by, or would scienca more than hold its

GWli,
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Alas, there wus no opportunity of judging, forif was
soon seen that while the Reds possessed sll the science,
they were also able to start with their rivals on the
- seratch mark and beat them in the matter of speed.
ratia I say, what a dangerous thing it is to count the
eluckens before they’ra hatched.
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No sooner were hoglilities commenced than the Tuton.
‘forwards, with some very pretty passing, found their
way to.the front of the St. Albans goal, and had Brown
wmiddied instead of shooting, it is almost a certainty
that the Reds would have had one point to their credit,
thus early in the game.
& X +
. After Dnckerson had cleared from a further attack,
Galbraith showed to advantage, and the play in the
vicinity of the St. Albans goal became of an exciting
character, but thanks chiefly to the cnergetic play of
Tavior, the mntentions of the Luton men were frus-
trated. The Albanians then took a turn, but McEwen
px:{taged a stumbling-block, and Bee was not interfered
: x % *

- Then fthe Reds atfacked in force, and Dimmock
having once sent just by the post, put in again beauti-
fally. Dickerson saved, but the ball dropping at
Gralbratth’s feet, that player registered: the first point
with a smart shot. The cheerlng that ensued showad
that there were a few 'Lu’wf.ia.ﬂa on the ground.
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A goal in nine minutes was very *fair work., So far
the Saints bad been principally engaged in running
after the ball; they had seldom got on it. Sub-
sequently, however, they fared better, and both ooals
were visited ' in furn, though the Luton attacks were
~alwuys the more dangerous. A corner kick fell to
either gide, but nothing accrued therefrom,
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But after a bit Luton worked their way down again,
and Galbraith passing to Brown, the latter centred
very micely, und Prentice scored a pretty gnal. I hope
Toland fook due note of this, because it showed very
clearly how much better it was to place the ball in
front of goal than to try and put in goal.
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Continuing on the agressive, Galbraith testod |

Dickerson, and found the custodian was (ite readyv,
This was followed by more good work by the Luton
men, and Dimmock middiing, Galbraith kiudly
entrusted the ball to Finlaysou, who shot miles too
high. 8t. Albans retaliated, and Heath tried hard to
pui a different comaplexion on the game, but without
avall. A corner which fell fo the Saints was placed
behind by J. W. Sharpe.
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Soon afterwards M’Crindle got a kick on the face.
causing the claret to Hlow, but it did not cause him to
slacken his efforts. From a beautifully placed corner
by Brown, there was some desperate fghting round
about Dickerson, and once the custodian apparently
let the ball go over j:h(-:- lij,w; but uo coal was given.,

A  foul against Dimmock did not benefit the
Albanians, but one against Mardall was nearly turned

to sccount hy the Lutonians, M’Crindle placing snd |
Brown hbeading in. Dickersou saved well, but the |

Reds kept up the siege, and at length from another
¢orner, placed by Brown, Dickerson attempted to fist
out, and not catching the ball fairly, Dimmock waa

enabled to put on goal number three.
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From now up to the interval, the Reds continued {o |
have all the best of the play, but nothing further was
scored, Luton leading at half-time by three goals to
nil. During the last few minutes, tlie rain had begun
to fall pretty heavily, and it unfortunately kept on for
about half-an-hour. It was apprepriate enough in
one way, for the dampnessof the weather corresponded
with the dampness winch had come over the spirits of
the Albanians. . ' |
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‘When the teams again faced each other, Luton were
lncky enongh to have the rain at their backs, and it
vras not surpricimg that they speedily began to pile it on
A prcégsr  fasbion. Dickerson was immediately
pesieged, and after be had saved frow a grard shot put
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in by 'anmn&:riy whose nams I will, for an obriou
roason, forbear to mention, Prentics added s fourth
soal,
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Again aobing on the offeusive, Lubon onoe more
showed their extreme poartialily for Dickarson’s
company, and from a beautiful senkre by Dimmock,
the ball waas headad on to Brown, who wus zesponsib le
for tho fifth goal. |
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Following this, Galbraith forced a eorner, whiek
oame to nothing, and thon St, Albans, fox about the
flesk fime, began to do n liktle psssiog, the result being
that they were enabled to visiy the Lubon end.
Mclwen ouca oleared in grand style, bub She Sainba
ronewed their overtures and Doe hed to save from w
ginark aktempt by Heath,
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A splendidly-~placed corner by Dimmoek mext plased
the oty goal i danger, aund a hible laver Diekerson
distingwinhed lﬁmﬂnlfhhy gaving finely a lovely crose-
shot by Brown. Hunds agaiost M'Crindle gave the
Saints another opening, and Bee ropulied s hot shok
by Gresham, but Laughton pounced on the ball, aud
scorod with w elinkor, : !

The suscaess of the Saints waa vecsived with franiie
cheers by their supporters, and it really ssems (uibe a
shame o begrudge them one Listle erumb of somfort.
'Lruth, however, compels mo %0 say that sike goal woa
absolutely given away, for while Laughton's shot
fully desorvoed o score, there was no earthly reason for
allowing Gresham to shook. The Reds simply shood
and looked oun us ho took delibarate aim, instead of
knocking him off the ball as they might sasily have
done.
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The cheers of the friends of the Saints wers soon
ironically responded to by the gentlemen of Luton, for
J. W, Sharpe fouling Finlayson cloge in the St. Albuns
goal, M’Onndle undertook the kick, and sanding in
hard, the ball glanced off Aylen, and Prentice pub
through, making the score six to one in Luton’s favour,
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The rest of the game does not call for descriphion, all,
or practically all, the play talking place ou the St.
Albans territory. No scorinz oceuwrred, however,
barring an off-side goal by Prentice, the Lutonians
contenting themselyes for the most paxb with fooling
about, |
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Prentica especially, scemed to teke a delight ip
making his opponents look silly, always appearing
anxious, ss a preliminary to shoobng, s show #he
Albanians just one trick more. It wae very pretiy,
and very santalising, but there are some of we who
would rather have seen goals.

* x ie

Looking at the game all through, I must freely
admit that, though Luton did not exhibit their hLest
form, they played a great deal better than 1 expeoaied,
considering the somewlhat disorgaunised state into which
the forward string had recently fallen.

* * o

The Albanians were guite non-plussed by #hs short
and clean passing of their 1ivals, and had a great deal
of fruitless runming about. The Sainis, in fighfing
against Luton, were like a disorganised rabble
contending agaiust a disciplined force. The men
'Eﬂdiriduaﬁj were smart encugh, but there was no
combination among them,
_ ¥ % &

Dickerson played a startling game i1a goal, and only
in one mstance was he found fo be at fauls. Thae backs
were rather weak, Sargent particularly making a very
poor show. He was all right wlen wound up, but 1%
took him so long to get on the move,
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The half backs formed a very decent trio, but while
Mardall and Sharpe played up sirongly, they were
completely eclipsed by Taylor, who was ubiquitous.
In the first half, I regret to say ibs Crouch Ender
detracted from his undoubtedly fine performanee by
indulgence in shady tactics, and he certainly used
Galbraith rather unfairly.

o *
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Heath was the best of the forwards, end E. N.
Sharpe was the weakest. 1 had been led 30 expecs a
ocreat deal from this young gentleman, and wae
woefully disappointed. He did not even show up well
in the matter of speed, which apparenidly 18 his ouly
qualification for a place in a football tean.

* & +

As to the Luton eleven, I am not going info scetasies
over them, as comparatively speaking, they had
nothing to play against. Galbraith again showed good
form, and was subjected to unceremonious abkentions
from. Taylor and two or three others. After he scored
the fivst goal, ho was never allowed auothes oppor-
funity.
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However, he was very fairly supporied by the wings.
Diminock was in fine feftle, and although he has
disappointed us more than once, I am inclined to think
that he wonld pay well for a thorough zood drilling.
He has the ability, and it only wanis bringing out.
Prentice also played well, the left wing being a great
improvement, on the past two or shree weaks.

* = &
= Finlayson, as usual, shone in every way except in the
shooting department. He 1missed $wo or three oasy
chances there. Poor old Brown was pretty well mad
with the toothache, but nevertheless did some very
good work. What ho needs most is to be mught that
thers i8 o time to centre and a time to shoot, ths laver
ocemaring much less frequently than the former.

* * =

The half-backs were all sound, ‘Howe fairly
astonishing the natives of St. Albaus by tho ease with
whichk he overtook their speedy men. M’Crindle,
notwithstanding his injury, worked hazd for the shole
ninety minutes. The backs gavo a firsk-rato exhibition,
McEwen especially distinguishing himself, but they
both ﬂaumac][] to play with a thorough knowledge of
each other’s movements. Bee had vory likdle to do,
but he could not be blamed for the goal that wus
scored against him,
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Good-natured little Mr. Carr discharged his duties
admirably, favouring neither the oue side nor thes other.
Considering the local feeling excited by the mabeh, the
position of the referee was not nearly 30 arduous a ons
a8 might bave beon expected, and as Mr. Carr combines
tact with efficiency, players generally acquiesce in his
decisions with the greatest good will.
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I anderstand that Luton’sshare of the gate amounbed

fo about £32.
* * %

In the other matches in the ninth division, Totten-
ham Hotspur beat Wolverton by five goals to threo,
Clapton knocked out the Norwich C.E.Y.M.S. by
three to two, and Ilford made a draw of it with tha
Casuals, not a goal being scored. The Casual cracks
were engaged with Preston North Eud, and the
Tlfcrdians onght to bave jumped z;t thair opportunity.
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In the eighth division, Sonthampton S%. AMary’s
gained an unexpectedly easy victory over Readivg by
five goals to two, and Marlow beot Swindou by foar to
two. In the tenth division, Millwall Athletic did not
shine very brilliantly, beating the Training Battalion
I3. E. by four to one after a game in which they did not
bave all the best of the plsy. Royal Ordasuce beal
Dover by asix to nil, and New Brompton assarted
their superiority over Chathsamn by W goals to
nothing. i
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In their re-ﬁ)}ayed tie with the Casuals at Leyton on
Wedunesday, Ilford came off victoricus by three goals
to oue. Good old Ilford. .
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Don’'t go to & Football match and get wet when yoo
can get a First-rlass Overcoat or fosh at 8.
Bassett's, 28, Wellington-street, for J0s., %o ordes.—
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