FOOTBALL.

LUTON AND THE ENGLISH CUP,

DEFEAT OF THE SAINTS,

_The Luton Town men have uot been favoured by
Fortune in regard to the draws for tha English Cup
qualifying contest, for Saturday was the second day
that they had been down to pluy away from home in
the competition. The adjoining cathedral city was the
soene of the second round so far as the *‘ reds ” were
concerned, and the contest waslooked forward to with
extreme interest. For some time past the Albanians
have been lunging to measure themsolves agaiost their
professional ueighbours, and it was understood that
their chances were highly esteemed by their supporters,
In Luton the matoh was eagerlyanticipated as an excel-
ant opportunity of setfling the question of superiority
once and forall. - The Midland Railway Company ran
a apecial trip, which waa largely patronised, while some
hundreds travelled by the ordinary trains; indeed, the
Luton contingent uumbered sbont half the orowd,
The encounter took place in the mew Clarence Park,
but no grand-stand was available, and ladies were com-
pelled to pub op with the meagre accommodstion
provided in an enclosure. So long as the weather held
fine this was bearable, but when rain poured down
heavily things were the reverse/of comfortable.

Mr. 8. R. Carr was referce, snd at 8 o'clock he took
charge of the following players :—5t. Albans : Goal, J.
Dickerson (captain) ; backs, (% H. Aylen and W. A.
Sargent ; balf-backs, F. Mardall, A, Taylor, aud J. W.
Sharpe; forwards, £, N. Sharpe and A. R. Laughton
(right), F. B. Gresham (centrc), W. Giddens and J. J.
Heath (left). Zuton Town : Goal, E. Bee ; backs,
W. Chesher and J. MoEwen ; half-backs, J. Watkins,
K. McCrindle (capt.), and A. Howe; forwards, W.
Brown and J. Finlayson (right), H. Galbraith (centre),
W. Prentice und J. Dimmock (left). The home team
included several strangers, & strong detachment from
Orouch End being conspicuous. The linesmen were
Messrs. Payne (3t. Albans) and H. Shane (Luton). St.
Albans obtained choice of ends and availed themselves
of a strong wind. From the start the '‘reds” got
down by enns of first-rate combination, and Brown
sent out in the first minute. , Chesher put in a lofty
kick inio touch, for which he was loudly hooted, and
then hauds against Galbraith was noted. A like
decision against the Saints followed, and then Prentice
and Dimmook gave a pretty exbibition of passing right
up the wing. A long shot by Galbraith was nearly
assisted through by one of the St, Albans backs, and
another attempt of a like nature from the ¢entre man
almost resulted in a score. Howe showed up very
prominently, and off-side against the homesters was
awarded. Luton had up to this stage done almost the
whole of the preesing, but the Saints’ right-wingers had
a try and managed to make their way well into the
visitors’ confines. Dimmook signalised his re-inolusion
in the “‘reds’” front rank by sending in a fine centre
right across the goal, and the same player compelled
Dickerson to olear with a splendid attempt. The
keeper managed to save, but Galbraith secured and
gent into the net. Thus the first point was registered
to the strangers after ten minutes’ play, Immediately
afterwards Brown centred well, and subsequently
Dickerson narrowly escaped disaster when saving a
high, dropping shot. Dimmock finished up a grind
ron by as capable a shot, and Galbraith *‘ went for "
the custodian in no gentle fashion. A corner against
St. Albans was unproductive, Brown sending behind,
and thereafter the Hertfordsbire men worked theit
way up by repeated throws in, A mis-kick by McEwen
almost let them through, but by some extiaordinary
mesns tha Luton defenders managed to reserve their
charge from capture. Bee was forced to kick out just
after, and St. Albans were loudly applauded for getting:
&0 close to the visitors’ citadel as to bein & position to
shoot over. Taylor was up tonow the most conspicuous
of the St. Albans representatives, and he was a very
pronounc:d thorn in the sides of the opposing forwards.
A foul, Loe first in the game, was punished, and then
Prentico and his wing companion pasmsed extremely
well all up the left side, The scene of operations was
rapidly removed to the other end, hom\ver, and MoEywen
gave a corner with'a heavy kick which was mis-direoted
by the wind, Following & nw‘l display by the visitora"
forwards, the Saints made their way into the proximity

of Beo and went over. A foul against Luton was
‘awarded, and then Brown sent the ball into Dickerson’s
hands, The same player l;:m afterwards put in &
capital centre and Galbraith turned the ball over to
Prentice, who scored very ocleverly. Galbraith
missed with a long-range attempt, and Finlayson
created smusement by shooting far too high. Tn-
acouracy characterised the shooting of the Albanians
also, and a bad show of this kind was chronioled here-
abouts. Chesher gave away a corner, but nothing
tangible fell to the home side in consequence, and
Mardall sent high over the bar. McEwen was called
wpon to exert himself two or three times in rapid suc-
ssion, and the clever little back invariably proved
himgelf ready for all the de‘m'ﬂld- upon his resouroes,
A couple of fouls against St. Albans were set down in
s many minates, and on the second oocysion the
roferee was noticed to hold a brief conversation with
oue of the saintly ones. Brown sent over the cross:
 bar, and, maintamiog the t %‘?"} foLrnu} E
corer. This was e ball L
| over, and Dickerson mansged to keep out a_hot
attempt which followed a second corner whith fell tc
the Lutonians just after. Prentios showe od style
in mid-field, but Dimmock waa sto) | for fonling, un-
desirable tactica which were'imitated by one of the
cathedral oity players with''a like Brown
troubled Dickersop by cleverly head in, and s
determined onslanght on the St. Albans fortress was
concluded by Watlios sens out. A nornnrntun-l
the homesters presented the Luton men with the
| desired opportunity, and Dimmook put on the third
notoh. &nndn and a foul against the Albenians Tu
duly punished, and subsequently MeCrindle tool
hioh failed by the merest t.r}ﬂa.

oh the worat of matters, sornera fall;
mem‘m lnall'phi aucoeasion. The atate of the soor
ing at the mid-way stage was ;

Luton, throe; 8¢, Albans, none.




During the early part of the game the weather had |
been fair, but before the interval rain fell heavily, and |
the unfortunate beings who lined the ropes came in for |
a full share of the downpour. The storm continued
nearly half way through the second half. and not only
seriously interfered with the comfort of the onlockers
but rendered matters the reverse of pleasant for the |
players, who were drenched. The ball became heavy
ard the turf slippery, and it gan be well imagined that
play under such circumstances was not of the best.
The Lutonians, however, went off in the second
half with grzat- dash, and scarcely a minute "had
elapsed from the re-start when Prentice increased his
side’s lead. After a foul agdinst St. Albans, Brown
gent through from a pass by Prentice, and thus the
leaders were five up. Prentice continued to play
pluckily, and later on Galbraith forced a corner, which
was not improved npon. The Baints thereafter exerted
themselves more strenuously; and for the first time in
the match became really dangerous. = A foul against
McOrindle was noticed, and then McEwen stemmed a
rush of the Albanians. A couple of sturdy atfacks by
the homesters followed, but the Lutonians aroused
themselves and made matters ancomfortably warm for
the home defenders., Free kicks against either team were
of little avail, but at length the St. Albans forwards
managed to break through, and Laughton beat Bee |
with a smart return after the oustodian had once
cleared, This success provoked enthusiastic shouts,
and a stranger might have thought that the homesters |
still had some chance of winning. Te demonstrate the |
Impossibility of this the Luton front rank put in some
splendid play, snd Prentice increased the total from a
good kick by McCrindle. Keeping up the pressure the |
leaders strongly attacked Dickerson’s goal, but.after
several attempts the siege was raised by Dimmock
sending over. A foul again uton was fo ed by

Finlayson essaying & long shok, which
Howe became eans




	St Albans FAC LR
	St Albans FAC LR2

