= L ROOTBALL.

rHE SOUTHERN LEAGUE,

LUTON v. CHATHAM.

A POOB GAME.
- ; Luton Town and Chatham met for the
”“c ls::\:i?:).,»,mon in the Southern League competi-
et c‘he encounter taking place on the Dunstable-road
sy gre. The day was brilliantly fine, though a cold
m’.cl‘g‘,weut over the ground, and there was a goodly
v?ﬁ,,dy the npumbers running into thoqnnd.a. The
femlt was regardt:ﬁ ubn f:ereg%ne :Euc]lusulxu,lcl:ntham
% - been soundly beaten by the locals last year,
E'T,Lmhglm;i:tem were cunsiderabl! weakened, buw’c;ver,
by the enforeed absence from their ranks of Gallacher
and Prentice ; the first-named bad llveen advised to take
farther f::cb with ’hueddr;x?ﬁ:dt“;rﬁ:%i while the left-
g een injur ile a ce,
'l%i,r start was a few minutes late, and the Luton
men commenced operations a man short, but Nicholson
soon appeared and took up his accastomed position,
The teams were then discovered to be eongt}‘t“tgd“
follows :—Lnuton Tow’n 3 Gevll.k!_?lee 5 backs, Nicholgon
i Tk, e el Gt
we; i) mn
:ﬂﬂhmxoth écf:ntre). Allen and Dimmock (left). n(,ghag):
ham : Gosl, :Iones; backs, Robertson and Brockwell ;
balf-backs, Fletcher, Brisley, and Lewis; forwards,
e awnd. oty e s Bk
thrie an 3 . ston Bour]
)?:d charge of the whistle, and the linesmen were Menr'n?
¢. B. Bozall (Chatham) and G. Horn (Luton). Luton
lost the toss and had to play towards the pavilion,
this giving them the disadvantage consequent upon
facing the bright sun-rays. The Chatham men were
arrayed in red and blue, and there was some eimilarity
in the eolonrs of the respective uniforrqs. The game
had not long been in progress when Brisley fouled an
;)ppkontc}llt ?nd zg:kd:lnyd n::ll‘?dblz the re{:me. Mf‘cE:en
00 he free-ki 'ween 'the ut
unfortunately the ball did not touch any of the'other
players, so that nothing of benefit resulted. Nisholson
whose advent was duly signalised by the crawd,_ kioked
grandly after Luton had attacked in force, Galbraith
distinguishing himself during the assault. Another!
foul against the visitors led to a hot struggle, but
Watking eventually sent bebind, The *‘reds” were
now baving much the best of the exchanges, and a
little later they shot over the bar., Galbraith was
ghying a fine game, but he was too closely watched to
c]e able to do much d:mnﬁ‘.,c 'Ad¥°°d edxhitbhi_ﬁon of
esting was given by rindle, an is was
folle:we;] tty ;ome %milgant Bcoml;imttl;xlx ol:‘n') the
part of e home backs. VAR throws-
in up the line the Chatham. lx)::n improved
:l:ieir po'aitiuna b‘\;t ";l;:dlgnx:lg lid;“j be‘ithba‘ck their’
versaries and advanced in turn, wn sho 'good
form. The same player just afterwards failed to profit
by a capital centre by Dimmock, = A fonl against/ Wat-
ltf‘ll:m hw?a awarded, but the kick was umnproductive.
ttt:m ntf-b:(i:k atoned for this by send ; in a brilliant,
which ‘unfortunately proved to be somewhat
o0 lofty. The vieiting side wewﬁds_lﬁmnju being very
hard-pressed, and their curious de{emuve tactics evoh’d,
great laughter. A sorimmage in front of Jonew's/
charge almost resulted in the opening notch falling to
Luton, but the custodian and backs acquitted them-

welves 4o well that the downfall of the citadel was
staved off for the time. From a centre by Finlayson |
Galbraith sent in & fast ‘atterapt which was disposed of
in marvellous fashion. Hands against the ‘‘reds’”
led to Bee being twice called upon to_save, Wi w‘”{;
did splendidly. The game was not long suffered |
continue at the home end, however, for in a minute or
two the Luton forwards raced away to the Chatham
confines aud Brown managed to scere with a long shof.
It seemed, though, that Jones phould have managed|
to frevgnt this result, The opening. qf,t‘iv.‘,lﬂéﬂﬁ,
took place less than 20 minutes from the start, After
the kick-off Allen egsayed a long one which tp{_o -
keeper- just kept'ont, and the sams player and his
wing mate had other tries just afte Browa|
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in marvellous fashion. Hands against the reds: .
led to Bee peing twice called upon to_save, which he
did splendidly. The game was not long suffered to
continue at the home end, however, for in a minute or |
Tuton forwards raced away to the Chatham
eud Brown managed to scere with a long shot.
A ed, though, that Jones should have managed-
o prevent this result, Thse opening of the scoring
took place less than 20 minutes from the start, After
the kick-off Allen essayed a long one which the goal-
keeper- just kept'ont, and the same player and his
wing mate had other tries just afterwards, ' Browani
tried & somewhat wild one, aod next Dimmook headed.
A beguty, Jones having all his work ouf, out to olear.
Galbraith was badly fouled, snd MoEwen sent into
o8] adrairebly, while Watking, when the ball had been
ot away, feturned it' very smartly into the keeper’s
hands, ~ Following a foul against Dimmock, Brown
sent out badly. A ocorner againsh Chatham was fruit-
less, the ball being steered just oyer the bar, while a,
second corner led fio the Lutonians kicking behind the.
line, After Nicholson had rendered himaelf “ promi-.
nent, Watkins was injured and o brief interruption of
hostilities ook place ; but it proved that thie matter
was not;of b very serious nature; . ‘An exoeedingly fine
display of heading by both sides was duly admired, an
4hon Finlayson sent out, A foul againgh L“‘?‘-"!ged ta
the Ohatham men threatening danger, and Howe, who
had been displaying plendid ‘form, cams through in
the nick of ‘timie; = Brown) was stopped for Dbreaks
ing the off-side rule, wend '@ foul / againet
G&lbmith was the next notice,:bls pomt.d ;I‘he uton
centre  man ehot wide when be appearc e
excellent chance of iﬁg'edaing hig m‘de'l lead,.'lzl:v it
sscmed that he wis off-side, and ‘the ugnal free-};m dhaxi
awarded to thé strangers: | Allen gave Jones "a the
‘Whish e sxportenced dificulty in disposing ofy ST 10
samo player madeanobhex pdmirable effort "’;m‘,f)t eir
Afterwards, Chatham emulated the examp Bt thf,,
foemen by trying snap-shots &b Beck oharg ! they were
ﬁuld not have cost hhg custaiinn a pang, for they.
mentably wide of the marik. %
men Hhueﬁ againet the yules and thgrsnfter 'Y om;:tr
7 ¢ (Crindle relioving bhe snxiesy
fell to their opponents, MeORES Loty over the oross-
of his adyersarios by, JOKIDE ELEH ror preaking the
bar, Brown was 0noe, mof,: 5‘;‘:&:&11‘(1 ‘s good ome at
off-side rule, snd mr‘d::ner ¥ no&omﬁng it Itnow
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o from the dash With which the leaders wen
.7;135‘;3‘2@0“4 portfon, it seemed that ‘they would be
off \hﬂle 3 1o ‘materially’ inorease their ‘lead ery
snAY  after the resumption Brown' took: sdvantage of
g5 from Dimmock to send the ball past Jones § but
» ing close to the goal:mouth when this
and the notoh was, acoordingly disallowed.
Bee WOS forced to clear his lines, & task whioch he
cery capably, and this escape  was' celébrated
ith making an’ excellent atteript to lower the
o task which he failed to accomplish.
Again Browa headed through, but he was once more
sdjudged  to have been in an off-side position when he
N ceived the ball, ~Two coriers against the visitors
T o noted mnild ancoession, and from one'of 'these
Finlayson sent’ the ball into the side of the net. Al
Drief cesuation WAS necessitated by one of the Chatham
layers colliding somewhat roughly with MoEwen, the
Jayme of which rested upon the man who goz the worst
of it. Happily the acoident was not serious, and the sus-
pension o lay wasbut momentary. 'Hands' against Dim-
ook was followed by & tremendous assault upon’ the
vigitors’ citadel, and the mystery wag/how the defenders
managed ffo preseérve their fortress from capture, The
attack was wound up by & capable attempt on the part
of Finlayson. Howe, who had been maintaining his
high standard of play, was frequently applauded here-
shouts. Dimmock and Finlayson had unsuccessful tries,
and Allen headed over from Brown. ~Chatham gave a
corner, and then for once in a way a little luck fell to
the visitors, & freekiok being given againat McEwen for
a foul. The advantage was but mémentary, however,
for the home forwards were spon found bnaily el ed
in tho neighbourhood of Jones’s goal. * “Deaisions
ageinst' the strangers were noted time after tithe) bt
at length they managed to break through ‘and deore
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defence baing the reverse of ;ﬂm}mﬁﬁ 8
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