ENGLISH CUP COMPETITION.

"LUTON TOWN v. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR.

- Played at Northumberland Park on Saturday. Result:
| RN LOWI, Ly s e wieis yaie's,n . & goals.
Tottenham Hotrpur ........ vs 2 goals,
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The teams were as follow (—

~ Ruanr. LUTON TOWKN. Lierr.
Bee (goal),
M. D. Nicholson. MceBwen.

o Watkius, M’Crindle. Howe.
Gallacher. Finlaysan. Groom Prentice. Dimmock.
| O
Payne. Heeles. P. Huuter. Goodall, Cubberley.

Welhiam, Julian. Shepherd.
Jull. Burrows.,

Ambler (goxl).

Luerr. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR. RicHI.
3 e & w

" Rafemé, Mr. E. Bissiker ; linesmen, Messrs. G.. Horn
. {(Liuton), and H, D. Casey ; Hotspur). i
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. Glorious! What, the weather? No, there was
‘gomeething infinitely more pleasing than that. I will |
 put it as a matier of degree. The weather was good, but |
the game was better, and the result was best of all.
- Looked at from whatever point of view you like, it was .
~ the result which merited the superlative. '
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~ Personally, I did not expect anything better thana

- draw. And there’s another thing, I don’t know that T
- hoped for anything better. My only fear was that we
“mipght come a litile bit short of that. There were |
some, I know, who could not see how Luton could
fal to win. But they were those who do an awful
lot of theorising and leave the facta to look after

~ themselves. '
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Some of us who had had the misfortune to see the
Reds in their recent matches away trom home, were
enly too painfuliy aware of the miserable exhibitions
they were capable of when they had not the full team
oui.
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A good many persons cannot understand how it is
that the absence of a couple of men from amoug the |
forwards should make such a wonderfnl difference in
ithe Luton team. But there isfteally no mystery about
it. It is simply becaunse the eleven is one which
depends for its success entirely upon science.
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In an ordinary amateur lot, where each man plays a
more or less individual gawe,changes may be made with-
out much weakening the team as a whole, but with an
gleven which makes combination the great feature, it |
is almost as disastrous to leave one or two men out !
as it would be to leave a wheel ouf oi the works
of a clock.
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- Knowing therefore that Galbraith could not ge on
Saturday and that Jack was ineligible, and bearing in
mind the [lford and Ordnance displays, I must confess
1 was not over-sanguine as to the result of the Cup-tie
with Tottenham Hotspur. The latter had done some
good things lately, as witness their sensational victory
over Clapton. :

At one period of Saturday’s game, however, I
thought Luton would run out easy winners. At half-
$ime they were leading by two goals to ml, and up to
then had had practically all the play, while for the
first ten minutes of the second half, with the wimnd
agaiust them, they appeared to be playmmg a strong
winning game.
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But then came the turning point. The Spurs scored

a poal, and that goal made all the difference in the
JAworld to the state of the play. 1t took a lot of the
“life out of the one team aud put it into the other. !

Fortuoately, however, it was nearly auwother thiriy

minutes before the equalising goal was obtained, but
even then the six minutes remaming wnas longer thau
some of us wanted, and we were heartily glad when
~ the whistle blew._

- * *
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The match was a very exciting one all the way
ﬂlrough} there not being a dull five minutes in the
gume, The crowd, variously estimated at from four
to six thousand, but in reality numbering about t hreo
thousand, cheered and groansd and booed, and
gonerally id all the stupid things that such crowd;
will do, the noise ab times being absolutely deafening

* » v ;

About a hundred persons went up from Strawoypolis
to witness the encounter, and of course these were
all models of good behaviour, Certainly, 1 saw some
of them giving vent to their feelings when Lutoun
goored thoir first and second goals, and I saw the same

ywsons maintain a dignified composure when 'otien-
ham Hotspur vetaliated. DBut that waz only natural,
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©Tbhe pround was in excellent condition, but a strong
wind prevailed, and bhad a considerable influence on the

lay, Dunng the first half, Luoton, with the wind
Eﬂhind them, were constantly besieging the Toltenham
goal, and in the second half, the Spurs with a similar
~advantage, did a very fair amount ol prossing., Luton,
~ however, when playing with the wind, had the sun in
 their eyes, whereas thenr opponents never suffered from
this drawback.
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There being some doubt as to whelher Nicholson
would be able to reach the grouund in time, Chesher
went up as emorgency man, but the great ' M.D.”"—
great in both stature and ability—was punctual in his
“attendance. Galbraith also accompanied the Luiton
team, not 1n any hope of playing, but merely to see if

he could learn & wrinkle or two, doflcherknow.
# »* ]
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- Both teams were cordially cheered as they stepped
on the field, though of course the® morve eunthusiastic
greating was vouchsafed to the honiesters, who on this
oceasion appeared in white. 'The only absentee on the
Spurs side was Stanley Briggs,'who was laid up with
influenza, and old friend Julian took his place at
centre-half, whilst Welham was pressed into the
service at left,
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The kick-off was fixed for 2.15, but if was about ten
minntes after that time when the teams lined up. A
good pass by Juhan was the first thing worth
chronicling, and Payue receiving, raced away and sent

Already the excitemernt made itself manifest, the

spectators apparently having been thoroughly wound

up before the proceedings commenced. The poise
subsided a bit when Luton turned the vables, s they
ammediately did, and Burrows in clearing once Janded
the ball on the pavilion, and directly after kicked clean
 QVer, | |

~ —dare I say it —Paynefully wide. t
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Getting away again, Cubberley was responsible for a
very pretty centre, which Peter Hunfer came un-
comfortably near coaverting, but his shot just missed
- the target. Luton responded withlvigour, and Watkins

having failed with a well-meant header, Gallacher gof
- 1n a beaufiful shot, but Ambler saved and Burrows

cleared.
: i+ * *
- The Spurs made another attempt on the left wing,

~ buf were circumvented by Nicholson, who was showing
rare good form, At the other end Finlayson kicke
Ligh over from a ceutre by Dirmunock, and then the
latter thought he would have a try all on his own, but

Julian.
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Hrom & centre by (Gallacher, Prentice hieaded over,
but a moment later the right wiuger sent in a clinker,
which Ambler managed to save by tipping over the bar.
Dimmock placed well from the flag-staff, but a

clearance was effected.
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 Loton now pressed severely, and a foul against
Juitan did not improve the outlook for the locals, but
with all the pressing very little firlng practice was
wdulged in. * They don’t seem to shoot for goal,’’
spid an ornlooker, and the observation was a very
truthfnl one, for considering the opportumities, the
shots were remarkably few*:..-.ud far belween.
* B
- Groow had two or three splendid openings, but,
yerhaps not unnatirally, he seemed afraid to shoot for
?:m- of mizsing. Howe and Finlyson got in in a couplo
of wood shots, Ambler, having some difficulty in
negociatiug that from fbmuy. A long return by |
Nicholson caused both Burrews and Jril to go for
‘Prentice, and as a consequence it took a little fime for
the three to disenta.ligla themﬁelves;
: »

When play had been iu progress about thivty-five
minutes, tho Reds made » very strong attack, but the
ball kept hovering abount in frout of the uprights in a
most tantalizing manneyr, until at last Fmlayson vut an
end to the suspense by scoring the first goal i capital

atyle.
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'There's nothing sucoeeds like enccess, and greatly
epcouraged, Tuton warked with renewed conergy,
- Finlayson getting in another shot which Ambler had to
bendle. A brief suspension of the play was caused by
 Mclwen kicking elean out of the ground, and then the
‘Radz went at it again hanrmer and tongs, but they had
" the hardest of hard luck, their shots rebounding off
~ first one player and Ehen ancther.
!
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' Just before the interval, however, Gallacher put i a
 besatiful centre, and to the immense satistaction of.t_ha 1
Luton contingent, Prentice registered a second point.

SPhas  when half-time was called, the Reds were

‘acouple of goals tomil.

after passing Purvows he wag knocked oif the ball by i
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‘defensive mearly the whole time. ~ But as I haye

altendy said, the Lutoninns were very sveak in the

shooling department, and in addition to that the
Lottenham people not ouly offered a very stout

resistance, but had a good share of luck besides.
= * #*

When play was resumed, it was expected that the
Spurs would at ouce uct on the aggressive, but as a
matier of fact the Lutonians had considerably tho best
of matters in the first few minutes. No soouer had the
ball been started, than Gellacher went up the field in
splendid fashion, sud put in a grand centre, almost

ong the goul-line, but Jull cleared. |
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Irmmediately after this, Jull caused some amuse-
ment by very deliberately handling the ball, but strange
to say the incident entirely escaped the referee’s eye.

The homesters twice broke away, without becoming
dangerous, snd then at the other end Ambler had to
fist out & shot from Groom, who took advantage of o
centre by Finlayson,
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Play hereabouts had to be suspended on account of
Yinny receiving a very nasty kick. ‘The accident

to see who was the unfortunate. I was afraid at first
 that Gallacher’s foot had gone wrong again, and
breathed a genuine sigh of reﬁief when I found it was
not so. Nevertheless, I was sorry for Finlayson, and
- was glad to see him quickly recover.
| “ * ¢
.~ Finlayson soon showed thaf he was not much hurt b
joining with Gallacher in a waltz up the field, and
 finishing up with a shot which Ambler canght and
threw out. The Spurs then broke loose, and Jul'an
gut in & long "un.- Bee saved that, but did not get the
all far away, and eventually Cubberley did the trick

- with a shot which hardly ought to have taken effect,

W a &

|
i happened in one coyner of the field, and it was dificult
|
|

The applause which greeted this performance might
have been heard for miles, the spectators seeming to o
quite crazy with delight. After the return to the halt-
way line, Gallacher and Finlayson treated ua to
another prefty run, and once again Ambler had to save
from a beauty by Finlayson. Then the Spurs, playing

~up for ali they were worth, made things pretty warm
for the Lwuton defence, but their intentions wers
irustrated by the splendid work of Nicholscn and
hicEwen at back,
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Things went on like this for some time, and though
the Hoispur forwards, Goodall particularly, often
became dangerous, it is pretty certain that they would
not have equalised but for a bad mistake on the part of
the referee. Payne centred, and Bee ran oul, but
clearly did not tOllGﬁ]él he ball, which weunt behin I,
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A corner was given, hcwever, and this being well
laced by Shephard, Eccles succeeded in equalising,
¥ords fail to describe the demonstration wh.ch now
took place, the enthusiasm of the spectators knowing

ne bounds, The excitement extended to the plavers,

and the battle during the last few minutes of tl.c game

raged very fisrcely.
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Luton, however, had the advantage, aud several

times came very near scoring the winning point. From
& foul against Welbam, Watking placed, aud the
Hotspur goal experienced two or three very narrow
escapes, but ultimately Groom headed behind. A
moment afterwards M'’Crindle placed in front of goal
again, and had Gallacher been thoroughly up te concert
pitch, he would 1most likely have scored.
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A brief and fruitless incursion by the Spurs was
speedily replied to by Luton, and Gallacher from the
touch-hine sent in a lovely drooping shot, the ball
curling 1 just under the cross-bar, but Ambler
managed to prevent it from going thmugh.
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Then the whistle blew, and the Luton men at once
begun to make their way off the field, but were called
back by the referee, who wanted to insist on exirs
time beiug played, quite oblivicus of the new rule on
the subject. However, he eventually gave way, and
the game was left drawn a,t*tw"-:} goals all.

3 £

As already stated, a more satisfactory result could
not have been wished for, as far as Luton is concerned,
especially from a financial peint of view., The gate on
Saturday realised upwards of £70, and each club’s
share of this, added to receipts at Luton, will amount
to a veryrespectable sum. In addition to that, Luton
have the prospect oi certain viclory, on their own
ground, with Galbr:ith in 121& tem‘:

I am pleased to say that our fellowz played a very
nice game, and for once in a way, I have no grumbling
at all to do. The forwards, of course, cught to have
scored more gouls in the first half, hut stili, taking all
the circumstances intoe consideration, they did not do
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Dimmock showed goeatly improved form, frequently
beating Burrows in the first portion of the game.
Aiterwards he did mot get asmuch to do as he might
have had. Prentice played a good game, as also did
Finlayson and Gallacher. The latter had to exercise a

good deal of care, and I am very pleased that he came.

through all right. Finlayson was in rare fettle,
being about the bhest forward -on the Held
Groom was not a @albraith, but he did not perform
badly, always keeping his opponents on the move.
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The half-backs did well, so well indeed, that it is
quite unnecessary to award special praise to any
particular one. 'They were all good alike. Nicholson
and McEwen at back played a splendid game, the best
since the Clapton match. Nicheolson was suffering
from a bad cold, but it proved noapparent impediment,
There’s no mistake, he can go when he knows he’s oot
to, and McEwen always does go. Bee in goal gave a
moderate display.

+ % i

AS to the Spurs, Julian naturally came in for most
attention frem the Luton spectators. He was very
disappointing in the first half, not shuping at all well,
but he played a good game inthe second. Welham,
the substitute for Stanley Briggs, was really the best of
the halves, and was fully as good, and perhaps more
efiective, than Stanley himself,.
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Jull and Burrows were very sound at back, the
former taking my fancy most. He and Welham
weighed on Gallacher pretty heavily. Ambler, between
vhe sticks, was mnothine extraordinary. OFf the
forwards, I {liked Donald (Goodall best, but Payne and
Cubberley were not amiss. Peter Hunter was a bit off,
and Ficcles was no great shakes.
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I may say that I was not the only one anxious to see
a draw on Saturday. Galbraith confided to me that he
also was wishiful to see such a result, as he was anxious

to have a look in. His eye, I was pleased to find, was ;

very much betfer, thanks to the care of Dr. McArthur,
whose praises Galbraith sings very loudly. The
doctor, it appears, has been unremitting in his attention,
and has thereby laid local football enthusiasts under
deep obligations.
+ ¥ i
in the other cup-ties, Millwall beat Royal Ordnance
by three goals fo two, and Soutliampton St Mary’s
beat Warmley by five .to one. Leicester IFosse and
Loughborough made a draw at oue goal each.
> x v
The reports of matches given in the London football
edifions are somefimes fearfully and wonderfull
made. The following sentence, for instance, taken
from one of Saturday night’s papers, is hardly as
intelligible as it might be :—*‘¢ A break away by Howe
was nearly robbed by Julian, but Payne was well
watcied, the ball travelling wide of the mark.”” That,
of course, refcrs to the Luton match.
* w ¥
Than here is another piece of descriptive work taken
irom the same paper :—** Ordnance still continued on
the aggressive, but the passing of their opponents was
far superior, the ball being continually got successfully
away.”” As the writer immediately adds that the
Ordmance were evidently out-classed, it would be
interesting to know how long they continued on the
ggressive against the far supernor passing of thei{
ypponents, who *f comtmua;]ly got fuccesﬂuﬂy AWnYy.
>
Waere 7o SHoor ! Straight into S. Bassett’s, 28,
Wellington-street, and get one of his first-class over-
oats to measure for 30s. Acme of perfection.—[ADVT].
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