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LUTON TOWN v. SOUTHAMPTON ST. MARY’S.
1. Played at Southampion, on Saturday., esulf :~—
B R L L e s s s & GORIR.

Socthampton St, Mary’s ......... . 1 goal,
"The teams were az follow 1 —
Bianr. LUTON TOWN. LEerT,
| Bee (goal),
Chevher, McEwen.
Watkins. M’Crindle. Howe.
"Gﬂlﬂﬂhe?. Finlayson. (Galbraith, Prentice. Jack
. ()
“Hollands., INineham.  Ward. Ofter, Baker.
~ Thomsop. Littlehales. Taylor.

Jemrey. n o Marehall,
S e 'Witliamson (goal),

Larr, SOUTHAMFTON S2. MARYB. Eicur.
Referce, Mr, S, lil. Carr ¥
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. To the general body of my readers I wish ** A Merry
hristinas and a Happy New Year,”” and te the Luton
football team in particular, ‘‘ A Quist Christmas and &
- Wictgrious Clareer.””  In making the distinction, hoyw -
“@ver, please do not think I meando imply that every-
hody shonld go on the spree except the players, and that
 they alone should kgep 80 bu.;r. i
The unfortunate thing is that, even in these days, a
great many people labour under the impression that
merriment I8 only to be obtained by an unlimited
mdulgence in drink, This 1y especially the case at this
geason, when everybody seems anxzious {o treat every-

¥

_ hody else,
| | e ¥ "
- Now merrimaent of this kind is disastrous to a foothall
ecareer, and therefore I hope that every member of the
Lauton team will most religiously eschew it. 1 helieve
they will, 1n spite of the numerous temptations which
are suve to be placed in their way by well-meaning but
foolish people.
_' T L ® o

In sapport of my contention that a man may be jolly
without geftiug tight, I ueed only mention the fact
that the merricst man among the Keds is a teetotaller.
Whois he ? It doesn’t want two puesses.

: * LY o

Buf pray doun’t think I am lecturing the players
on account of any dispesition on their part to stray
from the proper path. If you were to search England
through, I don’t believa you avould find a professional

 team, the members of which have a keener intersst in

the game, and are more degirous of keeping themselves

in such a fit condition asto enable them to put forth

their very best efforts te win. '
i = *

A glance at the recoerd printed at the head of this
colnmn will skow that Luton, notwithstanding many
dravbacks, Rave had a aingularly successful career so
far this season, having won no less than 19 matches
out of 20 played. Sueh an eminently satisfactory
rerit could not have been accomplished without strict
atvention to ftraining, and it i1s alike creditable to
players, trainers, and eommittee.

| W ¥ -

And while Ihope the players wiil practics abatemions-
-ness ab thas particular period, I caunot wish anything
better for my readers generally, for the man who raises
Lis epirits on epirits; with the 1dea of spending 2 mer-y
Amas, very seldom indeed experiences a “‘Happy New
Year."

x * "

Now I have got ihrough my temperance lacture,
which is something of an annual event, T will get on
fo the subject abont which you are all anxious to hear.
Of course I refer to the Southampton match.

| * * !

The Reds left Luton on Friday afternoon, nnder the
paternal care of the man who holds the money bags,
Lreasurer Shave to wil. They journeyed in a saloon
carriage to St. Pancras, but on the South-Western line,
from Waierloo teo Southampton. no saloon was
provided,
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However, three compartments were reserved for
thewn, and it was hoped that they would make a ve 'y
comiortable journey, with pleuty of elbow room. But
vyour true footballer despises comiort when it has to he
obtained by dispensing with the society of his fellows,
and so it came about that when the party left Waterloo
pretty well the whols ‘ot of them were crowded into
one compartiuent,
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Maorsball headod away. A foul against Litterhales wae

followed by one against Watkms, who appn rently.
wished to equalise in this matter, and then Hows
cmulated, thus giving Tuton an undesivable lead, T'hie

free Kicks were unproductive,
- £ T ¥, -

The play wus already fast aud exciting, but cven

with the wind againsgt ther, the Reds were having the
best of the exchanges, Then the Suints’ right wing got
in evidence, and a centre by Baker, succeeded by g toul
against Galbraitn, jeopardised the Luton goal, hut at
length Chesher cleared spe.n*did]y.

s *

Finlayson wus next responsible for a good &n‘b'hle;

but clung to the ball tee long, and was robbed by
Thomson, After another foul against Littlehales,
Luton again assumed the aggressive, and from a ceutre
by Jack, Gallucher wounld almost certainly have scored
had not the former been given otfside.
- x i 8

The homesters made a vigorous response, and Nine-
ham got ina lovely shet at the Luton citadel, which
Bee just managed to aave. As the ball only dropped
at his feet, however, after he had handled it, thinga
looked bad, but the leather was serimmaged behind,
and a couple of cormers ensued, Baker taking the
Kicks, and at the second attempt hitting the bar, but
M’Crindle, Finlaysom, and Galbraith between . them
effected a cléarance.

| # i S

The locals were now putting in a lot of work. and
from a centre by Balker, Ward just missed the target
whils a little later the first-uamed player again becamae
dangercus but was ruled offside. Hauds against
Grallacher enabled Thomson to place the Lall in the net,
but as it was mot touched in the transit there was no
score,
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Another opportunity, mnot improved upon, was
furnished the locals by a foul against M'Crindle, and
then Luton worked their way up the field by means of
sIme very preity passing, for which they were
generously applanded. . Gallacher made a splendid
attempt at goal, but the wind carried the hall wide.
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As a result of the combined efforts of Prentice and
+Jack, Gallacher received and sent in s shot which
Williamson saved, and another centre fiom the same

quarter gave the homesters a little trouble, but they

effected a clearance,
| | # x e
- Then thera was a race downthe field, and a desperate
siruggle In front of the Luton goal, but the ‘Reds,
fightingdor all thay were worth, succeeded in beating
Oif their assailants, ¥rom a foul against Howe, the
Saints onte more netted the ball, the progress of which
however, had neither been impeded nor accelerated, and
then, following a foul against Taylor, Lutou had
rather hard luck in not scoring.
sae * i
The play continued to be of a give-and-take
character for some time, with the Saints havinp g rather
the best of if, but as time went on it began fo look ag

though there would be no score in the first half, and

<he fow Lutonians present were of course greatly
elated. Buf a few minutes hefore tte meerval,

Nineham came very near doing the trick, and then
three minutes from lemon-time, Holland put in a

grand centre, there was o brief scrimmage, and Baker
put the ball tbrough.
X - PSR SRR -

So the teams crossed over with the locals leading by
a goal to nil, certainly not a very formidable score

Lo

cousidering ‘the advantages they had enjoyed. The
defence opposed to them, however, had been very
stiong, and thef way in which the littie McEwen had -

stopped the big Baker, when thie latter was doing his

rushes down hill, was pacticularly noticeable,
* = *

Had I not seen the Middlesbrough match, I should

‘now have expected the Reds to romp round their

opponents, but that game had taught me how much |
battling against a strong wind takes it out of a team. |

Ou that occasion, they had scarcely a kick left in them

when they changed ends, aud as | expected now, the |

efforts put forth by Luton in the first half, spoiled
their play censiderably in the second.
L 3 * ¥
The Saints, of courss, were comparatively fresh
when the play was re-commenced, whereas the Reds
were anything but that. The cousequence was that
they were not able to do themselves justice, and
scarcely at any time in the last forty-five minutes did
chey show their real form.
* & =
Immediately the ball was set in motion, Jack got
away and centred, but Galbraith was too much

behind. A good centre by the right winger was not
taken advantage of, but directly atier, Williamson had

to save from a smart shot by Prentice, and M’Crindle
sent over.
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Hands subsequently relieved pressure, and Nineham
got away in protiy fushion, finishing up with a grand
low shot which Bee admirably negociated. Then
Luton again menaced the Southawvton goal, and after
a brief struggle, Finlayson just gave the ball a touch,
but it was sufficient, for as Williamson was. in the act
of picking up the leather, Galbraith charged him of,
and 1t rolled slowly into the net,

« * -

Thus the scores were made equal. No sconer had -
the team started from the halfway line, than Luton
returred to the attack, and Galbraith, receiving from
a pass by Finlayson, took a fiying shot, the ball going -
in the net hike a bolt from the blue. It was splendidly
doue, and it won the 14'::1:-3@‘:,‘311.“r *

x

Drrectly after Galbraith was badly fouled by Little-
hales, and McEwen, undertaking the kick, hit the
cross-bar, the ball dropping down and rolling through. |
Liuton appealed for a gmltll, t}ut ithwas ]1;{1?. allowed, and
I think Mr. Carr was right, for though watching very
closely, I did not see the ball touch anytody.

* ® -
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hampered to shoot, and Gallacher receiving, pml
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Southampton was reached at eight o’clock, or there-
ahouts, and an adjournment was immediate y macdle
to Ji‘lmwel Temperance Iotel, quite an I posing
bml lmﬂ‘ where ace smmodation was found for the

“But sloep 18 gometimes denied to footballers as

we J.B to kings,and though they went to bed they could

not sleep. _
» b *
The wind wasg boisterous, and so were they. In
fact it wae Middlesbrough over again. A perfect
ale raged all night, .nd made elee unpossible. But
rtum.tely there was not quite such a hurricane the
next day as was the easo in the memorable Cup-tie.
” sk %

The party which went from Luton to Soutnnn'p{nu
on. Saturday morning to witness the encounter was
mora gelect than numerons, not numbering over half-a-
dozen, aud ‘¢ Lutonian ™ was the only Pressman bold

euourrh to uudmmke the tr11 ;

The mateh took place on the Antelope ground, which
under ordinary conditions i3 not & bad one, but on
Saturday, owing to the heavy raing which had ml]eu it
was a veritable bog. The players slid about in )
directions, leaving mearks in many cases a couple of

inches deep.
p 3 F ¥
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. I was given to understand that since the Millwall
match, when the Saints made a draw with the Dockers,
nothmg else but the impending visit of Lufon had been
t=lked about in loeal football circles, and it was
confidently hoped that the Southampton temin would
make 1 atonement for their bad defeat at
Stiawopols.
* # *

‘ There was very little doubt in the minds of the
local enthusiasts that the Saints, having drawua with 1
the Dockers, would be able to take a muph of points
out of Luton and the crowd which assembled to see
them do it, atfained very large proportions. The
Saints hﬂd indead, proved themselves almost

§
j
g
§

invincible on their t,;wn ground. ¥
*

The kick~off was fixed for 2.15, but long before thaf
time, the folks began to flock to the ruudezvou.s and
when the game was in progress I should think ‘there
were nearer six than five thousand persons present.
And what an a.dmwfblﬂ LI'OWd 1t was, too !

- T have heen waiting very ELHK].(}USL)‘ to find a crowd
which will compare favourably with that at Luton as
regards behaviour, but have met with disappointment
all along the line. At Beading, the spectators kick up
a rare old shine, at Wt-h*erton thouﬂ*h less in number,
they are as bad pmp:}rtmnatu]v and in the immediate
neighhourhood of Louden the crowds are abominably

Hﬂfm]? in their conduct
% * ¥

- T must confess that I expected to fall in with the
same sort of thing at Southampton, and when T saw
the multitude of people, began to look out far sgualls.
Marvellous tc relate, howevel there was nothmg of
the sort, and bheyond an oceasional outhurst when a
foul was given, there was no sort of hostile demon-
stration whatever. Geod play on both sides—and
tlhiere was planty of it—was applanded with almost
equal impartiality. Isay ‘‘almost,” because absolute
perfection in this respect 18 an 1deal mnaturally
unpossible of attainment.

#* * 5

As already indicated, up to “\&tUI'ﬂ.JV LM' I had
flattered rayself that the Luten crowd despite the
sneers of certain irresponsible seribblers, deserved
credit above a,ll others for itg sportsmanlike quahms,
but, Lonestly speaking, I must say that if we do not
autually }field 'r e nalm to Southampton, we can only
elaim to be on a par with them. I tender my hearty
eongratuiations to the Southampton crowd.

i# #* *

It is @ thovsand times better that thiugs should be
this way, for what iu the world 18 the good of spec-
tators making a let of cantankerous remarks about
visiting feams, to say uothvug of hooting and booing
one set of men for precisely the points app auded in the
other set,, But it is the undesirable which generally |

prevauls,
% B #
while we were waiting for the appearance of the
teains on Saturday, I was somewhat intarested in the
observations made hy those around me. A gentleman,
referring to the proceedings of the previous week, said
to annther, ‘‘ That was the referec {ast Sa.turda -
Bourks ; he's a fine chap,’” and ths Was fy 1331 of
mauny other opinions expressed, for 1t seeme to be
generally agreed that Mr. Roston Bourke was the best

rederce Southampton had seen.

- * » *

~ Then Galpraith’s fame seemed to have penetrated
these n;fmn& for one onlooker asked, * Where does
Galbraith play*?? and the answer vonchsafod was :
¢ Uentre forward, and he’s a splendid fellow too, so I
have heard.” Thtuy also appeared to bave some
knowledge ¢f Preniice and the Orduance affalr, for
when—wonder of wonders !-——foul aiter foul was gwm
againgt Howe, it was all put down ftc Prentice’s

acecount.
b n ES

Ax outburst of checriug signalised the sppearance on
the ground of ibs S&lﬂtﬂ and the c wrmw Was
vepeated a momient luter when the Rads fol swed, Mr.
Carr, looking as uswil contented with himself and all
the world, was aleesdy on the scene, respleudent in the
- gayest of gay coats a.ud mth cap to watch.

~ The homs team woo E.lv toss, md clected to kuck
dﬂwnhEilJlth the additional &dmtage of & strong
- wind d them, This locked ratiier ominous for
almost poinied to a rTepetiton of §
M@ﬂmlmmgh ﬂlahkaofwmuhlmwwhtam |
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I don’t know that any good is to be gained by giving
the defails of the rest of the game, for no other points
were scored, thongh both sides made spirited attempty.
Once dack put 1o a grand shot, the ball just grazing
- the crosshar, but Taylor came mnearest scoring for
Luton, It bhappened thusly. Chesher took a mfghty
kick, and Taylor went to clear, but the ball serewed
- off his foot mmto goal, where Williamson brought off a
fing save,
“ SF L -
- Although 1 this bhalf, Luton overshadowed their
~ opponentd, it must in all fairness be admitted that the
latter played up with wonderfal spirit, and many of
- their rushes were of a very dangerouscharacter, taxing
the Luton defence severely. |
' L ¥ i
No one seeing the mateh on Saturday would think
the Southampton teamn was the same, or preity well
- the same, as that which performed at Tuton. Their
- play was as different as chalk from cheese. They were
. better and stronger in all respects—individually and
~in combination.
. X 2 w
When the Saints were at Luton, I theught very little
t of them, but I am now perfectly willing to concede
| thatthey are a team which take a lot of knocking out.
Still, with the ground in good condition and the
weother favourable, I think that Luton wonld beat
them five times cut of s1x, as the Reds are considerably
their superiors in their knowledge of the science of the
| game. |
3¢ * &
- Towards the end of the second half on Saturday, an
' incident oceurred which was of a very trifling naturs,
but which nevertheless showed excellent feeling all
round. Taylor had something the matter with his leg
. —cramp, 1 suppose—and McEwen at once set to work
| rTubbing vigorously, until the limb was brought round
to its noxmal condition. The circumstance was loudly
applauded by the spectators, who did themselves
honour in thus encouraging good feeling. The efforts
of onlookers in some other parts of the country are too
-often directed the other way.
* i . e
Saturday’s game was not a great one, for though
i there were occasional glimpses of good combination, the
play for the most part was of a somewuat scrambling
| nature, Thiswasdue fo a greatextent to the strong wind
prevailing, but i some measure, no doubt, to the
great importance of the contest, as deciding the position
which the Clubs sha;ﬁll occupy in the League table.
) = *

| Had Luton lost this match, their prospects in the
competition would not have been particularly rosy,
. whereas now the second place is quite open to them,
and—thanks to the good fight made by Reading against

{ the Dockers—the first is not impossible of attainment.
Oriticising the individual players, I am pleased to say
that Bee gave a very good performance. He had more
work than has been the case for some time, and he did
| it very well indeed. 'The backs again were in the best
| of form, their play in the first half especially being
deservine of the highest praise. McEwen and t’other

one both did grandlg.

* w*

As regards the halves, for once in a way I have no
difficulty in picking out the best man, M’Crindle
showing up splendidly. Watkins was hardly so gcod
as usual, and Howe was dead off, the wind and the
heavy ground together quite taking all the steam cut of
hitn. Those Touls were a mystery to me. I think he
had three given against him-—nearly three times as
many as all the rest of the season had placed to his

credif.
* * *

Of the forwards, Prentice perhaps shone most,
putting in plenty of first-rate work. Galbraith did
well, though nof quite so well as usual, and Finlaysou
and Gallacher also performed very creditably, but the
latter did not get in any of his brilliant shots. Jack
gave a very fair ex:hibition,*hut wai a tritle slow.

As to the oppocing team, credit 1s the more easily
riven because I presume they were playing to the full
extent of their powers. Nineham, who took the place
of Augus, was certainky not the least effectave forward,
and he and Hollands worked together very finely, the
outside left putting in some capital centres and other-
wise displaying his.ca.pa.biliiies. 1

*
|  Ward was a very-fair centre, but in the second half,
he got lamed aund afterwards chavged piaces with
. Baker, who during the first forty-five miunutes had
distinguished himseif by some powertful rushes down
hill, Offer was in grand form ; in fact, 1 have uever
geen him give abetiet &iqplfy.

»x

The half-backs were very strong—sftronger than our |
own on the day’s plvy. Littlehales proved himself &
very able tackler, and di¢ wonders for his sdes, and
Taylor, the amateur, is a thoro ughly capable man, but
not much in advance of Thomson, who did yeoman |
service for the S&inia. > L :

| Marshall and Jeffrey were a splendid pair of bacxs,
and did great things,. and Williamson, the new goal-
keeper, who s from Ardwick, seems tc add
considerably to the stren_%th of the Southampion team.
Bot the eleven, good as it is, is not suything bke as
good ae it ought to be, cousideriug the ““ pates ™
obfainable in that g;lwter gf the globa.

The Lutonians commenced their jonrney home at a
quarfer-pust s, but the progress made was not very
apid.  In reaching Winchester., a distance of twelve
miles, somathing Yike an hour and & half was occupied,
and it was not until about two nunutes fo ten that ths
 train, with ite precious freight, arrived at Waterloo.
Aud then some Lutounians caught the 10.20 from 3%
Puncess, but how they manage "*_{;I dare notsay. -
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the chief one had a very satisfactory termination to
Luton, I reforto that between Millwall and Reading
at the latter place. The Dockers, with the wind
behind them,  only scored once, and Reading équalising,
vne gane finished in a draw st one goal all. Ilford
and Ordpance also made a draw, nothing being scored
on either side, but at Swindon, Chatham beat the home
team by two goals to nil. | | |
| ¥ ¥ ¥
1f Luten should beat Millwall next mounth, as bar
accidents, I believe is not only possible but probable,
the two Clubs will be on ar equality as regards points.
- But how happy we should be now if it had not been
for that wretched Ordnance affair.
: | ® % S
. 1t was with the most sincere regret that I learmed
that Julian had the nusfortune on Saturday to break
hig ¢cellar-bone, This, I beliave, is the first accident
l that he has met with on the football field. Poor
old Ju, it will not bE a very merry Christmas for bim,
> 13 &
b The Hotspnr were playing London Welsh in the
- Amateur Cup competition, a;ﬁ the result was & draw
of one goal each. The day was a disastrous one for
. the Tottenham people, as in addition fo losing Julian
they had their grand stand blown down. Many
matches in various parts of the country were net
played owing to the pgale, and several :stands were
wrecked,

* * ¥

i ~ The Luton programme for the Christmas helidays is

aBomewhat ambitious cne, as will be aeen from the
following list: -~ Monday, Yrexham, first team.
ChristmayDay, Formby, 11.50, reserves. Wednesday,
Kettering Reserves, 11.30, Darwen, 2.16; full feam
eut against the latter club, Thursday, Hxcelsiors, 11,
raserves : Casuals, 2.15, first team. Saturday, at
Waitiord, v. Weast Herts. | |

The boys of the Luton Schoclboys’ lLieague meet
the "Woolwich Arsenal boys at Woolwich on Boxing
Day. The South London League team are conung to
Luton on December 31st. They are undefeated fhis
season, their record being : played 5, won &, goals dor
36, against 4. Their matcnes have been, v. Marylebone, .
away, 13 to 1 ; v. West London, away, o to 0.
Marylebone, home, 10 to 0; v. Croydon, away, 5to L]
v. Mauchester, at Oval, 3 tci 2.

£ = w

Thus the Morning : “ Mr. A. Roston Bourke, the
hon. sec. of the Refereas’ Association, is known to have
very friendly relations with Luton Town. lam in-
formed on very good authority that Millwall earnestly |
requested the management committee of the Southern ;
League to appoint Mr. Bouik@ for i;h.is maftch.

‘¢ Tn so doing Millwall are showing very fine fesling,
for Luton were by no iueans delighted that the
principal witnesses against them with regard to the
dispute over the lost match were officials and members
of the Millwall Athletic.  This appointment, however,
shows Millwall’s confidence in the integrity and nm-
partiality of Mr. Bourke ; Millwall’s desire to bury the
hatchet and to create better feelings between the two
clubs, aud Miliwall’s wish to restore harmony among
the various clubs of the Southern League. There 18
little doubt the Millwall-IWat Whittaker-Lufon
business was the cause of many little misunderstandings

and distrust among the other ciubs.”
= * ®

WaERE T0 SHooT! Straight into 8. Basset$’s, 28,

- Wellington-street, and get one of his first~class over-

coats to measure for 30s. Acme of perfection.—| ADvT].
LEFTFONIAN,
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