THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE

{ LYTON TOWN v. READING.
| Played at Luton on Saturday. Result :
Luton Town... wsesesss O geals,

| Reading...... vesss 2 gouls
" The teams were as follow :
i Rigur. LUTON TOWN. Lxrr,
! Bee (goal).
Colline, McEwen.
f ‘Watkins. M'Crindle. Howe.
| Nacher. Finlayson.  Galbralth. Preutice. Juck.
(@)
Mcher.  Kelsey. Dickeneon.  Btewart. Mille,

Kaight. A, W, White Werburton,
i Justing. C. White.
| Cannon (geal).

Larr. BEADING. Rieur.

* -

®
Reoferee, Mr. J. Albert, R.A., of Chatham ; lines-
" wen, Messrs, A. W. A. Webb (Reading), and J. Bennett
. o

. T must confess that I looked forward to the match
with Reading with some amount of trepidation. Not
that there’s anything extraordinary in that, becaunse I
have been a victim to a feeling of that sorf on many
eccasions since Christmas. But Reading was the team I
feared most of the teams we had to meet in the League,
aftor Millwall. L
*

The Reds found them a rare handful when they
wisited the biscuit town. I remember that match. So
do some others, McEwen and Gallacher, to wit. Our

Uows played a superb game while there were eleven

them, and but for the grand goal-keeping of Cannon

puld have piled on goal after goal.
* * »

{
1
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Then when we lost Gallacher and McEwen the
srkshire hoys saw their opportunity, and didn’t they
cat it with a vengeance? They fought like very,
wemons, their onslaughts being of so determined a
character that all the Lufon puoﬁe present were truly
thankful when the call o tiine was given,
* *

Millwall, too, have found them the toughest
cutomers they have had to deal with in the League,
apart from Luton, and, in fact, the Dockers had to
% ﬂ" them a point. Bearing in mind also the wonder-
lly improved form which the Reading folks have
been showuﬁ' of late, the match on Saturday could
mot be regarded as an absolute cert:.inty for Luton.
* »* ’

My trepidation therefore was perfectly excusable,
‘but fortunately it turned out that although it was not
arcanted, 1t was certainly quite unnecessary. As

28 the qualu‘;!y of the play was concerned, there was

: ast o\ﬂf a8 to _zr,hiub. was the better team.

.~ waa informed, were not guite at full
then they never are. I believe there is
record where the Reading people
c someone

»
0 %,ﬁdtﬁegrmdm in
had been for some time, though
eavy. Both teams found thi
nigh, for more than one player |
eft in him towards the end of the
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ness, two goals within
romise of an excifing

the half-way line,

This was very sensational busil
Aix or seven minutes, and gave pi
eantost, After the return to
however, Luton immediately besaume tho aggressors,
awd a couple of corners were conceded them. The
govond of these Gallacher placed beautifully, and
|l Prentice sent in a hot shot,- which Canon saved

grandly, althongh on the ground ond surrounded
y foes.
- » *®

Other shots followed, but Cannon was u‘(lu{ll te
every emergency. A third corner proved fruitless,
and then a splendid bit of combined work by Finlayson,
Qalbraith, and Gallacher, elicited cheers. The three
of them waltzed up the field in fine style, and Gallacher
middling, Galbraith madoe & splendid effort to convert,
Yoading the ball just by the upmgh&.

® .

Kelsey now managed to got by Watkins and Collis,
' Dut he failed to do any damage, and, the play being
quickly transferred to Reading territory, Cannon
saved from Gallacher in splendid style. Prentice was
instrumental in kooping up the attack, and there was
' another fruitless corner, following which Gallacher
' had a rare opening, but the ball slipped off his foot and
yrent, behind}‘) 5 %
»

b A moment later Dickenson broke right through the
| Tuton defence, but he was foolishly interfared with
| by Stewart, who was given off~side. It did not mattor
| asuch, as it happened, Bee saying the shot. A cerner,
given by M'Crindle, was capitally placed by Flotcher,
" and A. White headed in beautifully. Bee caught,
' hut held the bull too long, and was very nearly bundied
| 1mto the net with it. Serve him right.
\ * * s

Only twice more in the first half did Reading gef a
might of the Luton goal, the attack on their head-

| quarters being althost continuous. Finlayson hit fhe
| oross-bar with & grand shot, and M’Crindle did ditfio a
Little later, Cannon saving from the latter attempf,
and Justins giving a corner. This, like another which
followed it, was unproductive, and then Gallacher,
receiving from a good pass by Galbraith, sent the ball
right across the mouth of the Reading goal, but
Prentice and Finlayson clean missed, and Jack, who
had not eo good a chance, failed in his endeavour to

Acore,

- * *

Tt was astonishing that pressure could be kept up se
long without effect. The Luton forwards went on
| peppering away in a most praiseworthy fashion,

agsisted by M’Crindle, who perhaps did more shooting

—and very good shooting it was too—than has been

done by the half-backs during the Bﬂmle Beas0n,

3 *

{  But it was no good; the ball could not be ferced
i Phrough. Galbraith grazed the bar with a fine flying
shot, y just missed the corner, and various ether
shots went whizzing over the top, and by the sides.
. Oaunon entirely filled up the space in goal, and
neutralised every sb:(; that wanted neutralicing.

- -

Two saves in particular deserve special mentien.
Tho_first was from a header by Galbraith, who
‘raceived close in goal from a centre by “Gallacher, and
‘the sccond was from a shot by M’Crindle, who sought
| o convert a middle by the outside right. Cannon was
- an the fround when he received the shot, but he
\ monaged fo dispose of i, although Galbraith and
| Prentice were practically on top of him. It was

lendidly done ami thusiastically cheered.
* »*

- When the interval arrived, honours were still easy,
many were picturing the possibility of this state of
g5 ptevailmi up to the finish. Luton, it was |

n, could nof have more of the play than they had
d as the failure fo score had not heen for the
ﬂ};l'e w:.;ﬂ 'uag tthhe chance that after
d be robbed of the victory th
 hard to mfhieve,‘ T
»; B

Liuton soon rencwod theis
5o Gallacher,

i




From now up to the finish, Luton again had all the
best .of the play. Once from a corner placed by
Gallacher, Galbraith headed over just as Jack landed
Cannon in the net. Watkins next tried two or throe
shots, and then Prentice headed through from a fine
centre by Gallacher, but offside n ul*litiml,

f *

Just before the end, Luton made aunother strong
assault on the Reading citadel, and after Cannon had
once saved he came and punched another shot up in
the air. The ball alighted on Prentice’s head, and the

pext moment it was safely resting in the net. 1
® = *
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Thus Luion won a splendid game by five goals to
two. Play all through was of an exciting character,
and, censidering the state of the ground, was very fast.
Tuten, however, were far and away the better team,
and from first to last put any amount of spirit into |
their work.,

® * *

Galbraith, it was gratifying to note, had quite
recoverad his old form, and played with a dash and
energy which went a long way towards winning the
game. He kept his wings going beautifully, his passing
fo the outside men being very clean. Gallacher also
was in fine fettle, and he and Finlayson did a great
deal of smart and clever work, notwithstanding the
fact thut they were closely watched.

* * *

|

Prentics, too, put his whole heart iuto the game, and J

T might add, his whole head also, for the eflectiveness {
of that cranium was truly astonishing. His per-
formance was a capital one in every respect, Jack,
albeit a trifle slow, rendered a good account of himself,
and once more (iisplayed the remarkable atfection

which hie seems to entertain for goal-keepers. I

* = *
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M'Crindle was the only one of the halyes to play up
to reputation. In the fitst half he did uncommonly
well, especially in shooting, a departmeut in which cur
half-backs have hitherto shown lamentable weakness.
As a rule, of course, the shooting ought to be left to
the forwards, but there are times when opportunities
present themselves to the half-backs, and they ought
not to be neglected.

* * *

Watking was very much off during the first part of
the fgﬂ.me, but improved afterwards. Howe was not
up the mark. The heavy ground seemed to affect him
very much, and often he appeared to have hardl
strength enough to kick, though his tackling was good,
McEwen, it goes without saying, did all that was
required ef him at back, but I like him best when he
paya less attention to the man than he did on this occa~-
sion.  Oollins made a very fair partner indeed, in spite
| of ene or two mistakes.
§ S #* * -
The enly man on the Reading side calling for special
mention was Cannon, who defended his charge with
wonderful pluck and success, especially in the first
half. I don’t know how many goals would have been
scored against a less reliagle custodian.

! »* . *® -

Stewart, perhaps, was the hardest worker among the
Reading forwards, and Mills and Fletcher played a
very fair game. Warburton, who, I understand, is a
Reserve, stuck to bis work well, af’chough hardly man
enongh for his Lob. White and Knight were better,
- but neither of the backs seemed to belong to the firgt-
class order.

® *

. ."'-m&;@ﬁvént‘tbrsﬁﬁdon on Saturday in the confident

expectation of tiking a couple of points out of th
m}ayllgdx; - But they were bi‘tﬁerlyg disappointed, thz
Swindoninns coming off victorious by seven goals
g;,lf; rea. The following is the Lieague table up to

Bl . PId. Won Lost Dra. for st &
By (50 d. Won TLost Drn. for agst.
Millwall Athlebic....12 ... 9 ... 0 ... 3 ...55 e
[ EMBOR TPOWI. wcrvitalL a8 vve B owe 2 0027 12014
South'pton St.Mary’s10 ... 6 ... 3 ... 1 ..20 ...17—13
20 aikr ke i sl blcs 8 S0 1.9 9811
kgt e L0 W A0 (16,91 10
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