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THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

LUTON TOWN v. CLAPTON.
Played at the Spotted Dog on Saturday. Result :—
Toton TOWIL «.oooeosnyinsnssass 1 goal
OIBPION vuovassosarssssssnsans 1 goal.

The teams were as follow :—

RigaT, LUTON TOWN. LEFT.
Bee (goal).
Collins. MceEwen.

Watkins. M'’Crindle. Howe.
&Gallacher, Finlayson, Galbraith. Prentice. Jack.
O
Milton. Hughes.  Sheldrake.  Hewett. Tillett.
‘Welham. Mayes. Pursey.
Dodds. Cook.

Earle (goal).

LeFT. CLAPTON. RigaT.

* *

®
Rofereo, Lieut. Chase ; linesmen, Messrs. S. Smith
{Clapton), and G H. Barford (Lutgu).
* - k

Luton went to the Spotted Dog on Saturday. So
did I. Unfortunately, 'The fact is, I was particularly
anxious to see the Reds win by something pretty sub-
stantial, and as a consequence the draw at one goal
all came as a gn'evm:s disap})omtment.

*

The reason I was so very desirous of seeing Luton
give Clapton a very handsome drubbing was because
of the unsportsmanlike conduct which made the mat-
mecessary. At the first time of asking, it will
vemembered, the kick-off did not take place v i
late that the game cguld noi be pla._Ied to a fini AA ke
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that being so it seemed very hard that 7 @ B and |
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‘when folay was stopped they we stly bh‘fm" B
goals one, and could the 8 S .Yhf°“-"

~ minutes have been played, I v ey belioy cighteen |
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A crowd of about throa thousand persons assembled
%0 witness tho match, and a rowdy dowdy crowd it was
too. Very few of the spectators seemed to have heard
of such o thing as fair play, and the manner in which
they endeavoured to terrorise over the referee was
simply abominable.
\ . = -
I would not bave had Mr. Chase’s 305“&01} for a
4rifle, It was highly ereditable to him that he shonld
haye discharged bhis duties in the satisfactory way he
did in face of the shouting and booing that was going
on around him. The punishment inflicted on the
Avsenal does not ssem to have had any salutary effect
on other Metropolits:u crr;w;ls. .

T am not going to give a long descripfion of the
game. It doesn’t need it. The kick-off was fixed for
half-past three, but the Olapton men ouly came on one
or two at a time, and when Galbraith set the ball
rolling fiye minutes after the half-hour, Mayes was
still missing, but he put inan appearance betore the
game was many minutes old.

* * *

Jack ought to have scored for TLuton almost
immediately, Callacher furnishing him with a
beautiful opering, but he made a sorr kick. Farle
saved well soon atterwards from a well-placed corner
Dy Gallacher, and then Clapton retaliated, the Luton
defence for o mimltg or twc; eing hard pressed,

*

Tuton again came within an ace of scoring from a
centre by Jack, Earle justsucceeding in clearing before
Gallacher got on the ball. Tt wasa rare burst of speed
on the part of the Luton right winger, and had not
Farle been remarkably prompt, he would never have
averted the danger. A foul against Gallacher directly
after eyoked cries of ¢ Play the game, Luton,” and
then another foul following, there were loud and
angry shouts of ““Turn him off; turn the Luton man
off,” but the shouters looked rather foolish when they
found the boot was on the other leg, and that it was
=, Clapton man who ):ud infringed.

* *

= Rut even this miserably one-sided crowd could not
yefrain from giving Galbraith a cheer when that
layer worked his way round three or four opponents
In succession, and finished up with a hot shot which
Tarle negociated. Luton now pressed very severely,
but thou%h some capital shots were put in, not one
ook effect, i
* *

At last, Olapton broke away, and a foul against
McEwen placed the Lufon goal in danger, but Mayes
taking the kick, placed the ball in the nef, no one
fouching, Aftera bit they made another assault, and
‘Watkins gave a corner to a centre by Tillett. This
was beautifully placed, and £from a scrimmage
Sheldrake puf the bg.ll by Bee.

»*

This was affer thirty minutes’ play. Although
Tuton again had the best of matters duI.;in)g’, the quur&ar
of an hour before the interval their goal had two

narrow escapes, once when Watkins landed the ball on |

the cross-bar, and again when Bee caught the ball

and foolishly held it until he was knocked down. A

corner resulted from this, but before it could be taken

+the half-time whxstlf sounded. %
x

When the teams changed ends, fortune for a
_mmoment favoured the Claptonians, a free kick being
+the means of obtaining a corner for them, but this was
-mot turned to account. Then Luton laid siege to the
Clapton  goal, and a splendid dropping shot by

- Watkins {was well saved by Earle, who directly after.
Thad to give a corner to another shot from the same

quarter. w &
*
From a free kick undertaken by M’Crindl
~was received in fronf of goal, an put’]ﬁn"’.ﬁeﬁlﬁg

, and then a couple of good attempts by Jack called [

top,
~ or notice, Barle saving grandly from the sscond, at
r ﬂ\eexpenie of a;u.n'net: w!u'cl: Ga.llmherplnr:s:&v
Milton next made a fine run‘up the field, buf
and Luton trundling e ',“ﬁgﬁ'ﬁf
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Of the Clapton forwards, Milten and Hughes were |
the most conspicuous of an inconspicuous lot. Hewett, |
who was Qn’i{' just recovering from influenza, was

painfolly weak. Mayesand Welham played a splendid
game at half-back, and were undoubtedly the best on

the field. @Ry
-,

Dodds gave a capital exhibition at back, but the best
performer of the eleven was Barle in goal. 1tis an
extraordinary thing what good goalkeepers we have
opposed to us. There did seem a chance for us on
Saturday with a novice between the sticks, but the
display given by this novice would have put t0 shame

-

nine out of ten practised custodians.
& * =

The only other Southern League match on Saturda
was that between Ilford and Chatham on the groun
of the former. Chatham, after twice obtaining the
lead, were eventually beaten by three goals to two.
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