THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

LUTON TOWN v. MILLWALL.

Played at Millwall on Saturday. Result :—

Millwall..ovvenn s .. 2 goals.
Luton Town nil,

The teams were as follow :—
RieHT. LUTON TOWN. Leyt.
Jack (goal).
Nicholson, McEwen,
Birch. Btewart. Docherty.
Gallagher. Parkinson. Galbraith. Coupar, Ekine.

O

‘Geddes, ILeatherbarrow., Whelen. Mcluroy. Jonet.
H. Matthewe. J. Matthews. King.
Davis. Greham,

Law (gea)).

Lxrr. MILLWALL: Riont.

- - -

Referee, Licut. Simpson; linesmen, Messrs, F. B.]
Kidd {Millwall) and J. H. Hackett (Luton).
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The goal of my ambition 8 to give everybody the;
“bost value for their money., All goods sold by me are
ef a guarantead quality. Style to swt the eye, prices
‘e suit the pocket. —S. Bassett, 28, Wellington-strect,
—J Advt.) : < é

Luton came a cropper on Saturday, and no mistake.
The thousand and odd Lutonians who made the
Journey to Millwall were, generally speaking, 8o cock~
sure of victory that they were quite unprepared for
any other result, and they were still more unprepared
for the indifferent s&ow made by tl;eir representatives,

- -

Buoyant and hepdful, the Reds went fo'‘town,
In order the Packers to beat, oh ;
Byt sad and dispirited came they down,
With nought)mt a tale of defeat, oh.
L2

There is no getting away from the fact that the
wesult of the game wus a big surprise o the great
zaajority of Lutonians, who had confidently counted
wpon the ability of the Reds to take a couple of points

out of the Blues. But itd one thing to decide a match |

- @n paper, and another thing to work it out in the field.
- » &

. The real truth of the matter is, however, we had
been living in a fool’s paradise. We bad been com-
- paring our team, man for man, with that of Millwall,
- and losing sight of the not unimportant point that ours
had not been afforded the same facilities for getting
_ licked into shape. g i
Only last week, when we werein the full flush of a
five goals to nil victory over Iiford, I did my best to
show that our forwards were in far from a satisfactory
atate as regards combination, aud the iftee them-
~ mélves, alive to the same weakness, impressed upon the
members of the front string the necessity of paying
more attenti toth.e. '., game,

. Unfortunately for us, in this instance at any rate,
thore is a vast difference between theory and practice,
~and talk never has, and never will, have much effect;
upon men’s feet. Wise injunctions may produce

iﬂ:d-‘iﬁ%nﬁoﬂu, but it requires something more than
~ that to carry players through a matoh like that of
”**M‘ L] ® -

I still believe that as far as the material goes,
have a better team than Millwall can put in the
eld, but the ability is to a large extent latent, and
5 opportunities of development. It is in this
o5 of; that the Dockers have the advantage of ns, and

‘advantage stood them In good stead on Saturduy.

oy had played nearly double as many matche
) _mgl tmn‘_ _‘IX‘ that in itself vyms :m.\cf ::';
favour, but then just look at the calibre of the
met. 'B@dm{:%t'ﬁh, (ilossop North Find,
drsenal, Loiooter Tty uad Stefiold
7 Vhy, 3 T m the,
mgt? ' tho Tkt 47 thitg it o
. A - G

ot until their meeting with %hntﬂhld
! ; e pood form,
tly wea had to go throug the mill with

mt when they are approaching fip-top
_13&0 ch‘tg osand sovens,
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The Luton eleven, to got, into proper trim, stand in
urgent neod of more mutches and against teams of
“Better quality. Thank goodness, we staud a chance of

tting them now. But the pity is that so much
ghould have depeuded upoun the first decent game in
which the Beds have taken part.

« *

Mot that I thivk there is any need to be particularly
gast down over the result of this match. The champion-
ship of the Southern League was not decided on
Saturday. Not by any means. We shall have the

leasure of eutertaining Millwall at the beginniog of
?)cwmber, and we have then only to return the com-
pliment to get on equal terms. ‘hat should not be a
difficult task.

. » ™

‘What we have tobe equally careful about is not to

ive ourselves away in any of the less important
mutches, as we did last year. The points which our
mou have tostudy are : To keep in proper training and
~gondition, sacrifice individuality to combination, and to
naintain control of themaslves on the field. Moreover,
lat them uader all circumstances shun aleoholic
liquors as they would—well, a certain individual wao
ghall be nameless. >

®

1t’s & big order, perhaps, but as athletes it is one
which they should take a pride in carrying ouf, If
they will do if, I wouldn’t mind laying my bottom
dollar on their coming out all right at the finish,
“Millwall have gob far more reason for anxiety than we
“Thave. As regards their attack, they are still dependent
4in a great measure ou one man, and that is o bad thing

Aor auny team.
* & ®

Deascending from generalities to details, I will confine
my astention to Suturda 's proceedings. When it was
‘announced that Mr. S ackleton had arranged for a
_special train to take enthusiastic Luton footballers to
“T,ondon at two shillings & head, it soon became evident
that there would be an oxodus from Strawopolis, and
such a rush was there for tickets that the whole four
“hundred were speedily taken up, and another special

had to be arranged for.
- -

Thea in addition, tickets at a single fare for the
return jonrney wers issued by the 12.25 and 1.53 trains,
aud these were Jargely taken up. Altogether con-
iderably over & thousand persous made the trip to
.Iﬂlwal?, and a warm enough one they found it.
* = ®

The sweltering conditions prevailing made the long
_and tedious journey quite enough to ruin the chances
“of the Luton team, and musf have gone 2 long way to
nullify the good effects of the training they had
yeceived. How vnsﬂg different from the state of
things which obfaine when we last visited Millwall,
“The frost was then so bitter that there was some doubt
_aa o whether the match would be played.
- * »

The Lutonians, being among the earliest arrivals on
~the field, speedily monopolised the grand stand, and
~ery few of the regular visitors to the ground succéeded

An gefting seats there. At half-past two a very fair
“mumber of peo le had assembled, and for mearly an
our and a half after that, the supporters of both
lubs, together wiﬂt many others, kept streaming in.

E) =

Owing to the almost fropical heat—the thermometer
yegistered 81 degrees in the shade—the kick-off was
delayed till a guarter to four, and by that time the
<crowd had ‘hed enormous di i Altopeth
T should say there must have been 10,000 persons
_present. The gate rialiaed, Tam told, upwards of £200.

- - .

During the period of waiting, the Luton Red

‘:\.ngl went into the open a.ns. played a selecti(g: o:;
0, their efforts being much appreciated. If they

« sorked their collection well, T should say they must

vo beaten their record, a8 everybody seemed willing

give when called upon. 3
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travolled to the other end from a “OO“A} ss by Parkin-
son, but the ball went oo far forward amd Law ran
out and cleared. The Luton forwards having elicited
cheers for a pretty piece of pas the Doclzers
worked the leather backagain, and hands against Birch
gave (toddes a chance to show his judgment, but once
more tha ball weunt into goal untouched.
- & %

After this Coupar did a smart sprint, but was
promptly tripped when danger tlu“eutv‘.)cd, and \:mm
the freo kick 1kins obtained possession and missed the
‘mark with a good shot by imehes ouly. The Luton
forwards, who seewed te afford Bmmiw _of better
things, again went for the Millwall goal in capital
utyle, but a foul against Galbraith for pushing brought
the effort to e premature close,
-~ - L
From & niee pass by Parkinson, Gallacher got in &
graud dropping shot; but the ball went just behind.
Soon afterwards, Parkinson, profiting by an over-
head kick by his partner, placed the sphere in the
mouath of the goal, but after a dr::;{vemte bit of \f:ork,
the Blues gave Lutonians the blues by effecting a
clearaiice.
@ @ ®
Gtalbraith, Parkinson, and Gallacher digtinguished
theinselves by a first-rate bit of combination, and the
| Dockers goal was in placed in jeopardy, but ultimately
| Parlinson headed behind. Birch soon afterwards
obtained the ball and put in a beautiful centre,
which Coupar made a gallant attempt to convert, his
ghot skimming the bar. ¢
L
MoEwen having frustrated an endeavour by Geddesto
turn to account « centre from Jones, a free kick fell to
Millwall for a foul throw in, and .Geddes received and
put in a clinker, which Jack success‘fully negoicated.
&

The Luton left wing forcing matter a bit, Graham
kicked out close to the flagstaff, and then Docherty
getting in a good shot, Law gave a corner. Nothing
carue of it; but from a foul against Graham, Nicholson
took the kick and Birch placed in front of goal, but
ultimately Stewart headed behind. 5
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. Jones having spoiled a good opening at the eiher end
i by falling down at the eritical moment, Luton went
| back, Ekins eventually being badly fouled by King.
1 In the attack following on, Galbraith went for Law, |
1 but the latter got rid of the ball and then attempted to
| throw the Luton centre. ThustheRedshada iree kick .

awarded them closs up, but the play, though exciting, .
{ led to nothing tangible. :

s * & -
1 In repelling a Millwall assanlf, Nicholson aad,
{ Docherty did yecmsn service, which was not un-'
recoguized by the crowd, and then Ekins got in one of ;
his best runs, but was finally pulled up by Graham,
Couapar, however, sent in a ripping shot, which the:
Millwall custodian disposed of.
¥ w

After this, a momentary relaxation of effort by the
| Luton defence had dire consequences. Somehow or.
‘another, Jones got a clear field, and taking his time,
middled to a nicety., Leatherbarrow pounced on the
ball and his shot, a hot "un, hit the inside of the cross--
{ bar and glanced into the net.

‘ ® &

tb;a interval. If Luton had obtained that goal, I
| verily believe they would have romped home, for up to
L&l}sin gni'::a nmaf 1;51 no dmtll;t thl::tanotwithstantding the
: vantage of the sun, they had given u better show
than Millwall , they g ]

S gl x M e
. Alas, poor Luton! How often it is 3
| That the tear: that plays best gets not the first goal,
Which the issue 80 often decides ;
The strong does not always the weaker control,
For skill’s noti.i it when luck takes sides.
- L

| No sooter had the goal been registered againat thom,
than Luton began to go badly, and fouls against
Stewart and Nicholson did not improve matters. It
was a relief to the Bedfordshire portion of the
| HE:ota,tors when the whistle blew for half-time to find

that the Dookers had only one goal to their credit,
which was nothing vory gre‘nt unde: the circumstances.

| Tf tho Luton forwards could have put any sting in
{ their atuuk:ithgre is no doubt that thlo) first orty—‘(;ive
minutes would have told a very different tale, but the
mon seemed to lack dashin front of goal and generally
f'i dled 'l.};‘m: with %he .asll &ntﬂhtlaey lost it Con-
ring | opportunities, they had not seut in half

28 many ahots u%hzy ought to have done.

i
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This was dreadful! It wanted only five minutes to
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Upon the resumption of hostilitios, Geddes got hold
of & centrs from King in marvellous etyle, and
transferring to Leatherbarrow, that player put ina fine
shot, which Jaek saved, and Jones then sent behind.
Luton lintod, and Birch wasrespousible for a lovely
shot, which Law lbe&ped back to catch, Galbraith and
Purkinson were on the apot, and it seemed as though
a goal must have been scored, but Luton's appesl
was disregarded. It was dmdhlhy hard lines,

. .

A couple of corners for Luton followed, but neither
of them was turned to account. Docherty, however,
again put the ball well up, and Galbraith having been
Jnooked over, Coupar sent in a smart shot, which just
shaved the upright.. . ~

Geddes putting behind a corner conceded by
Nicholson, Luton once again changed the venue, but
Parkinson and Bkins both dallied with the bull, and
eventually King ran off with it. Then & grave
misfortune befel Luton, Leatherbarrow and Whelan
wers making for the Luten goal, and Nicholson took
the man while MoEwen took the kick. Extraordinary
as it may soem, Mac clean missed the ball, and it was
then it ywaathe easiest matter in the world for Leather-
barrow to puton thg finishing tD“Ol.L

°

T will gladly draw s veil over the rest of the game,
Science,which had never been conspicuous, wasentirely
neglected, and the ball might fairly well have been
dispensed with. Foulding was the order of the day,
nmi)though it was six of one and half-a-dozen of the

other, Tuton came off second best. Coupar was hurt,
and had to retire for & time. He came on again, but
was never any moru.good. .

.
" Onoe Lieut. Simpson had to stop play and call the
men together in order to give them a lecture. Luton
subsequently made one or two desperate attempts to
retrieve their fortunes, and on one occasion Law saved
wonderfully from & scrimmage on the Millwall goal-
line, the result of a shot from Stewart.
» - =

During the Iast twenty-five or thirty minutes, how-
ever, Luton for the most part played a losing game.
The team completely fell to pieces, and it was really
pitiable to see the despairing eort of struggle whicl
they made. The Dockers fairly played with them.

- . .

Under all the circumstances we have to be thuunkful
fthat wa were let down as lightly as wa were, If the
Millivallians had chosen to exert themselves, I really
believe they could have made things a trifla warmer
for us during the period following E»oupm-'s retiremont.

. “

The game, as an exposition of football, was not a
great one. Neither side showed any combination worth
speaking of, and as regards the winners, their strength
cortainly lay in their defence. The half-backs, their
fonling Erup@nsitiesn art, played sound football, and
the backs also proved themselves pretty well impreg-
pable. They had any amount of dash, and went for
the ball like bulls at a haystack. Their methods were
certainly not gantle.. Law acquitted himself well.

0 -




Greddes, of course, was far and away the best of the
forwards. He was in better trim than ever I had seen
Lim, being slimmer, faster, and an improvement all
round on the (Geddes of last year. If he had been
allowed a little more freedom, he would, without
douht, have given a brilliant show. Leatherbarrow was
abigger and & better man than [ expected to see, but
there’s not a great deal to Eo said f:r the others.

) k

As to the Luton team, Coupar was undoubtedly the
best of the forwards, and Parkinson, though now and
then caught (’Xipp\'n%, exhibited considerable improve-
ments on previous displays. I give all the forwards
credit for doing their best, but they, like the rest of
the team, were carried away by excitement. What
they have to learn is to hang together. Thers must
be more concentration in attack instead of that spread-
cagle business in front of goal. The outside men
should centre sooner and should close in more when
they get near the nytighcs.‘ %

Docherty did wonders at half-back, and was perhaps
he best half on the field. Bitch, being tied to Geddes,
lid not have many op(fortunities of showing off, but he
evertheless acquitted himself pretty well. Strangely
nough, Stewart, who had been going so strongly
itherto, was clean 'oﬁ—seng,

S

Nicholson, although using his weight a great deal too
nich tosuit my possibly meek and mild ideas of foot-
all, did his side excellent service, and McEwen, apart
vom his one unfortunate mistake, played a sound
ame, but was not quite as brilliant as usual. Jack
vas not severely tested. He, however, was not in any
vay to blame for the two goals scored dgainst him.

- - -

The best value for money is to be obtained at
kelton and Son’s, The Leather Boot Mukers, 31,
Vellington-street, Luton.—[Apvr. ]

- * -
The other Southern League matches resulted pretty
wuch in accordance with anticipation. Reading, on
heir own ground, govad too much for Southumpton
Mary’s, whom they beat by three goals to two, and
tham beat Ilford at Iiford a goal to nil. The
outhern League table now stands as follows : — ?
Pld. Won, Lost. Dru. For. A?!t.ﬁh |
B e 0e LT L 7
.
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