THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.
LUTON TOWN v.

ST. MARY

Played at Southampton on Saturday. Result :—

Southampton 8t. Mary's . 2 goals.

UTHAMPTON

S,

Luton Town ... 1 goal.
"The teams were as follow :—
XiGET. LUTON TOWN. LarT.
J. Dickerson (goul),
McCartuey. McEwen,
Birch. Btewart. Wathina. ‘
Gallacher. Coupar, Gulbraith, Purkinson. Ekins,
O |
Tacaer. Aogus, Facrell, Baker, Nuughten. J
Marshall. Littlehales. Dale. ‘
Taylor. Meston. |
Cain (goal). . |
LrpT. SOUTBAMPTON. Rigur,
* - «

Referee, Mr. A. R. Bourke; linesmen, Messrs. W.
‘Thomson (Southampton), snd G. . Barfozd (Luton).
* » L

If you are playing football this season you will
mequire o pair of good hoots. Get them made at
S'celton’s, Wellington-street.—[Apyr. |

L * &

Luton, in their more important matehes, have, year
afler year, been the victims of the ernellest luck, but I
think it will be generally agreed by those who saw the
maatch at Southampton that they touched bottom
an this respect on S::turdny.‘\ Poor:ltl Reda!

Their misforfunes commenced in less than ten
minutes from the kick-off, when Dickerson got his
Imse put out and had to be carried off the field. That
was bad enough in itself, but the effect it had on the
‘feam was worse, It not only destroyed their confidence,
but it put the extinguisher on' just when they were in
their most da.ngerou-s mood. ]
- L]

Still, even that was as nothing compared with the
wifect which a couple of decisions of the referee had
mpon them, the first of which was the disallowing of |
%o.l scored by Galbraith ou fthe ground of off-side. |

hether Mr. Bourke was or was not correct in his
Tuling i8 & moot poinut, but the Luton players were
woeavinced that he was not, and their feelings wero

~xuffled accordingly. ;
< ¢ ® = !
But the other decision, that allowing Southampton’s
goal, was one which I must lxonastly say I have
mever bafore scen egu&lled on a foothall tield.” I have
seen some very bad goals allowed—in the old days,
‘before the advent of goal-nets, I saw the winuing goal
of a cup-tie given to a shot which passed high over the
«cross-bar—but with all these horne in mind, T must
sl say that the first goal awarded the Saints on

Saturday fuirly takes the cake.

- Ed

» .

It happened thusly. Balrer put in long shot which

“was going wide of the mark, and Naughten, who was

'n§on the goal-line close to the upright, put up

’his hand evidently thinking the ball was out of play

and with the intention of stopping it for the goal-Ieiok,

“The ball, however, dropped from his hand in front of
Zonl md, weut through, no one dreaming of staying its |

8 - *
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But to the surprise of everyone on the field, and to
‘#he consternation of the Luton players, Mr. Bourke
Baveit as a ioal and when afterwards told of his

a, he said he thought the appeal was
made by Luton for off-side, and not on account of

| IS 1t ® *
As 5 matter of faot, the goal was an illegitimate one
- bothbecanse of off -side and of hands, Howon earth could
‘ atil;_va been other than off-side, seeing that Naughten
was acl on n level with the gaa-poub, and faciug
“#he field whon he Lisudled the ball
¥ *

And as for the hands, it was “ 8ross, open, palpable
amountain.’” The hand was elevated above the
e full extent, and when in contact with the
seen in every part of the field. It was seen nt
s tablo by everyone of the seribes, it was seon,
¢ j%y everyone of the spectators on the ground,
kerson, who was then at tho window of

room at the extreme end of the field, saw
L =
say any more about the matter now,
t ot:': mb,qw%% igtpgnibrl& for
to aviso on the part of a roferee
y;frmm than any man in the
whother the time has not nrrived
ling the ruley gﬁ.ﬂm game and having
incsmon to nssist the referee in all League
L ﬁiﬁ:. at g »

T :

s gome had hoen looked forward to witha
of Wﬁba&h at Luton and Southampton,
16 was Lrue, had ouly won one of five

%’!leni. but as they had all been away

@ record perhaps was not o matter for

£
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as generally folt that in this, the first match on
t«hgitrwow;lj "roun{l, they would make a big bid for
wictory, and under the cireumstances neither the Tuton
people nor the Luton players felt confident of the
yesult. If Luton did win, it would be a feather in |
their caps and a crusher for the Saiuts, and if the
contrary verdict were obtained, well, it would not be
much to brag about on the oue side or to crow about

on the otber.
t 3 - -

The Luton team travelled to Southampton on Friday,
atting up at the Bedford Hotel, which was reached
yust before eleven o'clock, Mr. 8. Pakes was the
Tommitteeman in charge, and he had a comparatively |
easy task, the gentlemen under his care not giving him |
the least anxiety from the time they left Luton to the
time they returned.
- - *
T.uton were without Docherty, who was still unable
#o play on account of his injured ankle, and the
services of J. Dickerson, of 8t. Albans. were
requisitioned in the place of Jack. The Saints had
aaade one or twoalterations in their team, the wisdom of
wrhich was just.iﬁedl.vy the event,
-

The interest felt in the match at Southampton
anry be gat.lxexed from the fact that quite six thousand
people assembled to witness the proceedings. The
apectators there are still a very good lot, but, alas, they
Tiave deteriorated since last year, their partizanship
Yeing much more pl"'ouounced than «fm'merly.

L

Golf ! Golf! Golf —Scarlet Golf Jackets, green
Aacings, to order, from 12. 6d. to 25s. 6d.; also the
Payne-Qalloway Waterproof Golf Cape, the only
pecfect Golf Cape made.—To be had only of S. Bassett,
Gentlemen’s Tailor and Complete Outfitter, 28,
Wellington-strect, Luton, —[Apvr].

* * £

Taton won the toss, and kicked down-hill, the ball
“boing set in motion just before three o’clock. The
Ieds at once went off with a dash, and tremendons
excitement was manifested by the onleckers as to the
xesult of the assault on the Saints’ citadel.

x* - -

* Well played, Luton,”” was generally shouted asone
attemptafteranother wasmade, andashotfromStewart,
following upon a centre by Gallacher, elicited loud
applause, the ball going just wide of the mark. At
Hus time, I believe Luton’s success would have given
wnqualified satistaction, the spectators evidently being
inclined to treat the efforts of their own men some-
what ironically. .

& # E3

‘When it was seen, however, that the Saints eould
play, as they gmckly showed they could, fecling began
o veer round, and the Southampton players were
wociferously cheered. Turner, on t%e leff, saon got in
wevidence, and a splendid centre of his, McEwen headed
away just in the nick of time. After Luton had been
40 the,gther‘end, Turner got clear again, and to a shof
drem him Dxckerson‘ gave a Corner.

* *

A period of very exciti lay around th
f:‘l F:];:wqd, and once tﬁlﬁmﬁ aitually hit t%eL;:::
- It was in this scrimmage that Dick got hurt. He |
had run m}t and in attempting to kick the ball, his
~ and Angus’ legs crossed, the consequence being that |
“he Luton dian’s knee was put out, and he h s
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| weat for it himself. The few runs that he had were

| Parkinson played 2 very poor gamealtogether, and was

from which a goal was credited to the homesters in
the munner before described. It was a shocking
affair, and was enough to take the heart out of any
team.

- = *

Luton, however, immediately endeavoured to re-
establish their lead, and a beautiful overhead kick by
Galbraith resulted in a corner. Ekins placed, and
Watkine headed in in fine style, but ultimately South-

l ampton succeeded in driving off their assailants, and
| in turn becarns the aggressors, M'Crindle having
| sevoral very difficult shotsto deal with. e came out |
| of the ordeal spiendidly, a save from Angus just under
l the bar being especially noticeable.

- . B

But ot last, McCartney failing in an attempt to
deprive Angus, the latter getting rid of the ball just
in time, Turner obtained possession and working his
way.in gave his side the lead with a grand’screw shot,
The spplause which greeted this performance was
tremendous, and it was certainly well merited.

» * ¥

Fouls against Galbraith nullified two good centres
| by Bkins, the second of which was the outcome of &
fine piece of play, and when the interval arrived, the
Saints were still leeding by two goals to one. Although,
the lead kad been established in such a remarkably
flulkey: manmer, sand-though, on the actual chances
offered, the majority should have been the other
about, credit must be given the Saints for excellent
play.
= * -

They had without doubt, given o better exhibition
than Luoton, keeping their heads better and playing
with more precision., In the second half, howeveor, the
game underwent a change, aud the Reds playing
uphill, were all over a better lot than their opponents,
whosp staying power was not equal to the strain put
upon thein.

L4 L -

As nothing was scored on either side during the last
forty-five minutes, it is not necessary to go into details.
But twice at any rate, Luton ought to have scored, once
from & ceunfre from' Ekins, Gallacher receiving close
into goal and puiting over the top. The second time
the ball 'was worked' right on to the goal live, the
custodian was on theground, and there was nothing to
prevent: the leather going in the net, but Parkinson
must needs go and knock the ball in with his hand.
Mr. Bourke was ‘‘not taking any” this time and the
goeal was disallowed.
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If overybody had had their rights, and if the clear
chanoces had been taken, Luton should have returned
the winuers with three or four goals to spare, but never-
{ theless the Saints played a much better game than T had
anticipatsd, and in the first half were better together
than their rivals.

. - -

It was not until Luton had had timo to work oft a
littlejof their oxcitement that they began to show any-
| thing like cheir true form, though the spirit with which
1 begau and the fact they were playing down-hill
: themn dangerous at the start. .

* F

Az far as con be seen, Ekins was in the most brilliant
form among the forwards, but he was absolutely
stazved by his partner and never got the ball ualess he

worth seaing, for he got through almost every time.
| the failare in the front string.
0 L3 - i

1 = The halves were not gnite up to their work at first,
butimproved later on. Birch, perhaps, wasthe weakest
of the three not being as smart in his tackling as the,
others, and the feeling of those Lufonians who saw
the metch was very strongly in favour of giving Parkin-
gon & rest, and lebting Birch have a trial among the
forwards. It is well-kuown, of course, that he was a

| forward until last Joux, ‘

. -
The backs in the second half played a remarkably
sound game, but in the first portion McCartney was a
| trifle oo 1mpefuous. M’Crindle as I have already said,
came off splendidly in gonl, and much credit is due to
| him considering the eircumstances under which he
performed. 5
¢ L3 - .

The thing which puzzles me is how such a team as the
| Saints conld have been beaten by such eleveus as
Reading and Olapton. I fancy the management on the
out matches must have been a bit lax. Certain it is
that on Saturday they gave a very smarf exhibition,
Angus and Turner made & powerful left wing, the
outside mun especially being a wonderfully good man.
‘The halves were nothing great, but Taylor played a
splendid gnme at back, and his partner likewise rendered
good service, 3 . &
- The Luton men left Sonthampton by the 6.20 train,
catching the 1020 out at St. Pancras. Dickerson,
who had the knes put in at Sonthampton by Dr.
Bancroft, came bo;I.mdom the same train, and then
went to his homs ni.Hetb 5
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Now's the time before you get o cold. Place your

| order for an overcont with 8. Bassett, 28, Wollingtou-

streat. The cheapest tailor in Luton. Style and finish
socond to none; see my patterns and prices before
ordering your Overconts, Suits, and Trousers else-
where.—[Anve], 3 5
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Tn the other Southern League matches, Millwall, on
their own ground, were only able to beat Reading by
two goals to nil, Royal Ordnance defeated Clapton by
five goals to two, and New Brompton journeyed to
1lford and boat the Essex men b twugu 5 to wl, The
Southern League table now reads as follows :—
A TR R N A ¢ 1) }




	Southampton A LN
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