THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.
LUTON TOWN v. READING.
Played nt Readivg on Saturday. Resulf: -

Luton Town ...... G 3 gonls.
Reading .v... nil.
The teams were as follow :—
Rieur. LUTON TOWN. Ly,
Russell (goal).
MoCartney. 2lcEwen.
Watkins, Btewart. Docherty.
Bisch. Coupar, Gulbreith.  Yarkinson. Lkiog
O
‘Wheeler. Cuuningham. Reid, Marshall. Gray.
Kaight. Lvans. White.
Justins, Bach.
taunaon (yoal).
Lxrr READING. RioET.
* x *

Referee, Mr. T. D. Crisp; linesmep, Messrs. E.
Walsh (Luton) and J. George (Reading),
* - *

“PBravo, Reading! Here's more power to your
elhow ! Lo beat Argylland Sutherland Highlanders by
7 goils to 2 was really & tine performance. Yes, the
¢ Biscuit Boys’ are going great guns just mow, for
support of which statement I would respectfully ask
readers to glance ab page 3 to see what Reading did
with Luton to-day in the Southern League struggle. I
am well aware that most people anticipated a sott thing
for the ‘ Men of Straw,’ but I think the result will come
as a bit more than a mild surprise.”’

5 * - *

Kindly allow me, dear readsr, to at oncesay that the
responsibility for the above paragraph is not mine
The observations do not emanate from this quarter of
the globe atall ; they are simply the ratiocinations of
a Reading scribe, penned before Saturday’s match, and
are hare q{::ted as an awful example of the danger
which besats the pat';‘h of the football prophet.

7 * *

but a Reading enthusiast—and

—would have indulged in

: ntimer ut from what I could gather at the

iscuit the people there were firmly persuaded

that after beating Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders

seven goals to two, the Reading t ’ 3 )
creaf

f course, no one
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Tt is a great misfortune fora Clubwhen its supporters
gacrifice sport for partisanship, and deliberately refuse
toses uny faults in their own pets. This unhappily is |
the case to a great degree with the followers of all}
football teams, but the Reading people go the whole-.
hog,or, to use & more appropriate phrase, it may be said 1
they fairly ¢ take the biscuit.” |

= - #* ‘

‘What particularly raised theirire on Saturday wasa
penalty kick given in favour of Luton. But what
other decision Mr. Crisp, whom, by the way, Luton
had never seen before, could have come fo, if is
difficult to see. Evans, the Reading centre-half, had
evidently been told off to mark Galbraith, and very
spitefully he did mark him, too. At last, ha seta back
for him within the twelve yards line, and the wonder
was that Galbraith did not break his neck in going over
him, as he turned a complete somersault.

= = *

Skelton’s Football Boots ate all made on the premises
and arve guaranteed to give perfect eatisfaction to
wearers. They are a special study for the season.—

Apvr. | . 3
. .

The kick-off took place soon after half-past two.
Luton won -the toss, hnd had some slight advantage
from the wind, which, however, blew almost directly
across the ground. The Reds were the first to get
dangerous, Galbraith and Watkins showing up in the
attack, but off-side against Ekins nullified the effort:
The homesters responded, and Gray got the ball in the
net, but the whistle had previously sounded for off-
side.

* * *

Then there wasa diversion. A good-sized dog-~why on
earth people bring dogs to football matchesh as always
been a puzzle to me—appeared on the scene and took a
prominent part in a lively piece of play in mid-field,
eventually showing such an anxiety to get on the ball
that the referee had to stop play and order the offender
off the field. Whether or not he will be reported to
the Association, I cannot say.

* #* -

‘When play was resumed, it partook of a somewhat
scrambling nature, the most exciting moments ensuing
upon a couple of well-placed free kicks by McCartney,
and Parkinson and Galbraith gotin good shots, both
of which were a little too high. 'he biscuit hoys
responded, and Cunningham skimmed the bar with a
‘beauty.

* * *

Luton now had two corners, the first given b
‘Cannon to a splendid shot by Parkinson, buf;g nothinz
came of them. Reading retaliating, Russell had an
opportunity of distinguishing himselgg and distinguish
himself he did, saving twice in succession in really
grand style, first from the left wing and then from the

Tight,
*

* *

The Reds thus put on their mettle a bit, m
d,ef_arguned attempts to score, and Cannon,’ afﬁg
resisting some very hot shots, at length succumbed in
the easiest fashion fo a long ’un from Parkinson
It was undoubtedly a beautiful shot, but as it was put':
in at about 50 yards’ range, no one expected it to
be successtul.  Cannon, however, was fairly caught

mappin.
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was placed in jeopardy by a foul wginst  Cupar.

Justivs placed, but Birch hawlsl 2wy, an dEkins
went to the other end, where a gyl eanica wa sleared |
L e |
by Evans. £ # : : 1
T,uton were on tha negressive again almost direc 1y, l
and we were then trested to th e finet effort of the day.
Ekius received the ball, and ru.ing away in grund sty}e. 1
put in a brilliant centre, Birch rushing up i the mick |
of time and heading a beautitul gual. Tt was the |
climax. Thers was no more hope for Reading, and tl{e |
people realising this, at once began to wend their
weary way homewards. Another proof, if one were
wanted, that crowds go not so much to see football, as l‘
to see their own side win. i
*

i
2 1
The Luton team now, for the most part, simply acted |
| on the defensive. Coupar had for a long time dropped |
hack among the halves, and had done much useful |
work there. The homesters struggled on right up to
the end, but they seldom got by the backs, and when
they did, Russell was ready to receive them.
& * - * 1
]‘ 'Thus the game ended in & win for Luton by three
l aoals to nil, u performance which must be regarded as
. very merttorious oue. Indeed, ‘‘Rover’ in the
Aurning Leader, says ‘‘if he were asked to mame the
best performance in the Southern League up to date,
hould unhesitatingly point to the win of Luton over
Reading.!’

* * ®

Had the conditions been more favourable to good
football, I believe the victory would have been more
decisive still.  The strong wind was a great adyantage
to a team like Reading, as it completely upset com-
bination, the quality upon which Luton rely almost
entirely for their succesa. 5

*

But apart from combination altogether, Luton are
man for man a long way in advance of Reading. - The
‘biscuit boys are really uot nearly so good a lot as they
ought to be, eonsidering the population of the town
and the almost unlimited gates which the Club should
be in & position to command. :

. * * ®

In the first half, Luton played a very indifferent
game, though that of conrse was more their misfortune
than their tault. 1t was during this period that the
Reading team showed to most” advantage, and their

| forwards perhaps kept together better than ours. In

the second halt, however, there was no doubt which |
were the cleverer lot, the form exhibited by Luton

| being much superior to anything on the other side.
3 3 § 50 S -

- Wheeler, a5 usual, quite failed to' shine against
Luton, but the other forwards were a considerable
improvement on those who visited Luton, the right
wing especially ‘doing a lot of good work. Gray,
however, was very much inclined to try the off-side
| game, and the spectstors took it very badly when he
‘Was promptly puﬂeg up by the referee. j
- ®

The halves were a hard-working trio, but Evans,
perhaps the best of the three, quite marred his display
by the vindictiveness shown towards Galbraith. The
backs did pretty well, but although they are thought a
great deal of at Reading, they are nota patch on the
Luton pair. Caunon, in goal, did well, with the one
exception proviously referred to. i
* L *

As to the Luton team, Ekius and Parkinson did
splendidly on the left, Galbraith worked like a Trojan
in the centre, and Coupar and Birch acquitted them-
selves capitally om the right. There’s no mistake
about it, Birch is an exceedingly useful mau.

f . * - ®

The halves suffored considerably from the eccentric
movements of the ball, but they nevertheless did some
tirst-rate work, and the backs played a clinking game,
both of them getting some nice and nasty things said
about them as they repeatedly frustrated the intentions
of the Reading forwards. Russell in goal was a gem.
He saved splendidly all through, but his best perfor-
ances wers when he saved at close quarters, first
from the left and then from the right, and when he
ran out and took the ball off Gray’s toe, just as the
man was going to s!lx‘oot.

*

Now's the time before you get a cold. Place your
order for an overcoat with 8. Bassett, 28, Wellingtor-
siraet, TLe cheapest tailor in Lu ea. Style ani finik
second o mone; see my patterns and prices before
ordering your Overcoals, Suits, and Trousers else-
| where,—[Apvr].

g P * * -

Millwall had all their work cut out at Maze-hill, just
scraping home agninst the Ordnance by a goal to nil,

| and Southnmg[vton- St. Mary’s beat Ilford to the same

tune ou the Ilford ground. The Southern League
tuble now stands aa follows :—
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