THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.
LUTON TOWN v. SWINDON.
Played at Swindon on Saturday. Result :

Luton Town ... R ;{«;uls.
Swindon ,... wae nil,
The teams were a8 llnllow i 3
RiarT. LUTON TOWN. Lrrr.
Williams (goal).
McCartney. McEwen. ,
‘Watkins, Btewart, Doch -rty. :
Gallaches, Coupar. Birch. TParkinson. Eking
O
Hayward. Jones, Sutherlend. Wright Hames,
Davies. Munxo, Hopewell.
Richardson. Dubedall,
Williams (goal).
Leyr BWINDON. Rranr.

Referee, Mr. T. W. Saywell ; linesmen, Messrs. T,
Allen (Swindon), and B. A.‘erfor;i (Luton),

Great Bhow of Winter Goods, new Ties, Hats,
8hirts, Gloves, Mufflers, Umbrellas, Underwear, Golf
Hose, Half H)osu, Overcoats, Coats and ‘Vests and
Trousers.  Prices to defy all competition.— S, Bassett,
The Outfitter, 28, Welliugtgn-streeﬁ.~[ADv'1‘.].

*

So Luton have once again succeeded inaccomplishing
the task which proved too much for Millwall. I'hé
Tatter could enly make a draw of it with the Swin-
donians at one goal all, but Luton beat the ruilw.a.y |
ladsby two tonil,andhad the circumstances under whicn |
the mateh was played been a little more favourable
o good fostball, Laton’s score in all probability woald
heve been considerably lurg‘er. .

-

The game was a surprise to the Wiltshire people.
They assembled on the County Ground for the express
urpose of seeing the local men win. ‘T think our
lows will just about nobble ’em,’” said one of the
‘spectators before the proceedings commenced, and that |
weemed to be the prevailing opinioh, if, as T interpreted |
ity phrase megnt that the Swindon men would just
~ about manage to get horme, o in ot‘lfmr words win.
|15 A T = TS 3 A
/ And there was some reason for the confidence, t90,
seeing that the Swindonians Lad not heey beaten on
~ their own  ground this season. The Dockers: are
credifed with hayving made o draw with them, but
according to local opinion Swindon won the match
#airly and squarely, and the allusions to the gontleman
who had the honour of refereeing on that oceasion are
not of the most complimen‘tary chx:racber. ;
: »
Ounce, away from home, Swindon, by one of those;
mge vagaries of fortune which besst the path of a
football team, had succumbed to a much mferior’
wleven, Usxbridge to wit, but that was their only {
downfall this season. Therefore the local eathusiasts |
had fuirly good ground for pinning their faith to their
ta, though liad they had the privilege of seeing !
ton in their best mood their hopes would scu.rceiyj
- * i)

Jove run so high, -
~8aid Swindon to Luton, you coms to meet us, Z
And we feel pretty sure you will me it N
Said Luton to Swvindon, youw’ll try to beat us, 4
Bat we feel protty sure yonwen't do it, X
i - * »*

Bat, of course, Luton were iderably handi pped
| vogi).ﬁ.ztnxday. A journey of ahundred miles, o portion
- of it on the unierground railway, is not the best

gmpntaﬁun for football, but I will give the Reds credit
or studiously avoiding anything which might tend to
- anske them unfit. Whon you find men to whom a
- @moke is a luxury voluntarily foregaing the pleasure in
 order to keep in the best condition possible, T think it
_shaws that fheir heartis in the game, and that it is
ot all & question of filthy lucre, ns the opponents of
~ profussionsliem wuu‘ld hawe us balieve,
AT * x

v,

~ But not only was the journgy against Tauton ; the
wondition of the ground was dead aguinst scientific
play. Swindon had had its full shave of rain, and
1ugh it was fortunole onoagh £o escape on Saturday,
10 80il was theroughly saturated, and in one or fwo
laces on the piteh on which the matoh was played,the |
water stood in poob‘z‘.
*

_ And the longer the gome wont ou fhe worse the
~ground became. Luton probably saw that this would
he the cage, and they accordingly wont off at full tilt
direol M. Saywell gave tue signal to commence
s Uﬁ? ons, It wanted w minute to half-past two, the
_ wilvortised fime, when tho ball was set i motion, and
‘ga:lpcvﬁnﬁurs hew mustered hotweon two and three
~ tho

(L
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- Tho enthusinem at the hoginning was ver rout,

‘ lﬁ?itnhmriuz would have fmm x‘:,g tha victoryy (ﬁ the

~homeators would Lave been assured. But Lufon went

- about their work in n businese-like fashion, and kept
throughout the wholn of tho fivst forty-five

minutey, their combination and simartness evokiug

applause oven from thoso who cama to ucoff.
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Tt was in the imitial half of the gam
was wen. Tho Reds not only displayed wounderful
quickness in getting oo the Ball, but they RRHSGQ it
from one to another with a precision which quite non=
plussed their opponents, whose energetic efforts were
frequently thrown away. Gallacher and Coupar
especially were altogethexr too much for the Swindon
detonce, whereas the most dangerous maun on the other
side —Sutherland—generally had his attempts nipped
in the bud by Stewurt.

*

o that the match

& L
The best value for money is to be obtained at
Skelton and Son’s, The Teather Booct Mukers, 31,
Wellington-street, Tnton.— [Avpvr.]
* - *

To sa.tisfi/ thogo of my friends who havea p sionate
{ove for details, I may say thab Swindon won the toss
and took advantage of the wind and sup.  Yes, I

i am not joking. We actually had the sun ab Swindon,
and as there was good reason for believiug it to be the
same sun which, at & certain remole eyiod, beamed
apon Luton, I naturaliy felt somothing like the same
joy in his preseuce as the antiquary experiences when
Yio discovers the relic of a past age.

»* * x

Fouls against Birch and Munro were the first inei-
dents of note, and from the lakter McCazt placed,
and Bkins tranferving to P on, thab 3
4n a clipping shot, to which the i
compelled to give a corner.
judging it to & nicety, the ball was i
almost under the cross-har, buf at last the besieged got
2 little relief, and Gallacher then seat wide. After
tho homesters had failed to improve upon a foul
aguinst McCartney, Coupar showed perhaps the trickicst
picge of individual play of the day, butl)xis shot went
w.de of the mark.

*

* -

A minute or two later, Gallacher worked bis way to
the centre and put in & shot which the custodian saved
and then Stuart gave Parkinson a capital opening, bn
the attempt was a tame one, and was easily repulsed.
A alever piece of tackling by McEwen, Sutherland
heing the victim, was actually applauded by the spec-
tators, who, however, never could reconcile themselves
to McCartney, The latter's size was agaiust him, and
they seemed to think he was taking an untair advan-
tage when he kicked the ball —and his kicks were kicks
and no mistake. ;

* * ®
Parkinson having neutralised a smart bit of work b

~the right wing by getting off-side, made ample atoues-r

ment almost immediately. Stewart passed to Birch.
—who handed on to Parkiuson, and the latter completely' :
!)eqt the Swindon goal-keeper with a nificent shot

This was eleven mit;utes from the kick-oft. :

% *.

Not a sound was heard, no encouragiug sh
As the ball to the centre was hnrg;l;;g,g g
But the people around were they sadly put out
And their petz wore aé look they call worried.
s L -

~ Gallach . Bﬂfﬂ Coupar next menaced the 8 'nd;
but they were b aten off, and‘thﬁmn‘
1 2 Y ot at the




custodian,  The Luton centre forward dril'y\';{«':d to
within about half-a-dozen yards, and then pit in an
oblique shot along the grouud. 1t seemed that noflving
could preveutit findiug the net, but Williamws threw
nLimself full stretch across the goal, with arm extended,
and just sucveeded in diverting the course of the ball,
It was a grand save, but =hetherit was dueito Tuck or
judgment' it would: he dita- ult to pay. A gpod inany
inclined-to.the belief. that V.1 uns slipped.
* Ll *

The intarval arfived with the scoré standing at two
to nil in favour of Luton. and when play was resumed
it looked for all the world as though the Reds were

 going fo pile it on. They wWent awiy at o tangent, ond
' Doclierty got in two shots, one froma free kick and one
directly "after. - Then a fipé centre by Ekins gave

Gallacher s splendid chance, but the right winger

missed the ball altogether.

» & -

After this, the play fell -off considerably, as regards
scieuce, though the vigourawae maintained tothe end,
the game, bearing in mind the state of the ground,
being wondexfully fast sll through. Every man was
trier, and when ﬁi’»e whistle blew for time there was no
meciable sign of energy flaggig on either side.

& - *

This, eurely, -was ‘a testimony to the importance
attached to .the mateh, for motbing but downright
enthusiasm could haye kept the men goingat it diug-
doung, for  the srhole jninefy  minutes on such sloppy,
slippery -&ail, » As I.have said, the play during this
portion of the proceedings was not scientific, but it was
never tanme.

- - =

There was a lot of rushing and plenty of long kicking,
and fortune varied considerably, the ball being first
at one end,.and then at the other. I think I am not
exaggerating in saying that Luton were alivays the
better team, but at the same time the play was much
more evenly, distributed than in the first half.

& * - *

A corner for Swindon, the rgsult of 2 capital shot by
Wright, was, replied to by, oue forced by Ekins off
Dibsdell, ‘undﬂhep':_qame,;aiﬁgiage iisfortune, Watkins
fouling Hayward within the twelve yards lice, and Mr.
Saywell awazding the home team a penalty kick. This
was unde on b

jy. Butherlapd, but o the great relicf
of the Lutonians their custodian, who had taken his
i{:‘ao!td midway betwesn the ball and the goal, saved the
: i W ‘& & :
Whether the foul was a deliberate ome or not, it is
not for me to decide. Watkins says it was purely
unintentional, but it certainly had not that appearsnce,
and therefore Mr. Saywell ook the only course open
to him. But the incident served to show that the rule
regarding the peualty kick may work very harshly.
The foul teok place near the touch-line, and couse-
quently it seemed rather hard to bring the ball from
there to the mouth of goal.
* *

-
Although disappointed with the result of their
- penalty kick, Swindon again took up the attack, and
from a corner well laced by Hames, Wright headed
| in. ;‘Wem expe to hear a shout go up for geal,
and it was o surprise to find that Williamz had been
| equal fo the occasion.
T ] . * = *
| These were the best of Swindon's opportunities, but
| Luton subsequently ocame quite as mnear scoring.
‘Mcliwen shaved the upright with a long shot, and
Gajlmhor just - missed the corner, while Parkinson,
receiving froni Birch, landed the ball iu the net, but
not before the whistle ‘had sounded 'for off-side. A
Tittle latex a miskick by Richardson,gave Parkingon an.
‘easy chance, but that gQ“FF man took a long shot and
sent, wide, instead of dribbling close into gonl, = Luton
| were still pressing, and Docherty was about to také a
| shot at the til:get; when Mr. Saywell calléd time, and
Luaton t:;tx‘i. the winnexs of a tough gume by two

e -
| At was a disappointment to the spectators, but while
| @ few of themgv_am foolish enougk to express their
| Aeelings in  childish. manuer, a great maoy generously
| cheered Luton as they left the field, recognising that
{ though Swindon hsjg st they had lost to a better team.
a FaE %
|
]

| Indeed, it was very f: stated that Luton are a
| ‘betier team ithan 'wall, wa opinion jin which I
‘hmwﬁoomur ‘and many @ wish was exprossed that
the Re 1d come oft %nﬁwn in next Saturduy’s
And go they will, if (hey ouly keep their

the game that they did agamst Swindo
2 Tg:t gog_mﬁ e’ improved upon, bu':
P . AR 4 N . {

i b and
| in the first
y‘mtmqh. :

8 S il ®
’eq‘gldhoim%m d apon by the left wing showin,
a liktle more combina ,nr]%lrimson should %nus mdr%
{ froely to his partner, wnd should remember that ne
man takuhng pasg forward bettor than Ekins.
i uﬂ%&ﬂ jonally, the two of thom did some smart and
clever things in combination on Saturday, aud what
‘%&nﬁ Now B‘oﬁ do :?;’ nb s u’i}:' W‘_‘;:l

(OW, b - and bear this in mi
agaiuat the Dockers. " X

1, s




Birch played a very decent game in centre, ‘but
suffered in the second half from the earlier attemftions
of Munro, a fact to which his legs bore ample witness.
Gallacher and Coupar did gplendid seryice, their
passing being as good as ever, but unhappily Coupuar,
about a quarter of an hour from the finish, got m_]\m:ed,
and though he pluckily kept on playing to the tinish,
he was very bad afterwards. Whether 1t was a kick,
or o twist of the Imee, I cannot say, but his condition
on Saturday night was such as not to azugur well for
his appearance a.guiimt Mﬂl:vu.ll. Just our luck !

*

Stewart was admitted on all hands to be the best
half-back on the field, and the care he took of
Sutherland was very creditable to him. Docherty
likewise played a capital game, and the same can be
said of %Va.tkius, but the latter will never attain
perfection while he tries to out-manceuvre & ma
instead of fackling him at once. He should also not
forget that it is impossible, or generally impossible, to
Jick too hard when in the viemity af his own goal.
Improvement in these respects 18 all that is vegquired to
make Watkins a half-back of the first class.

#* *® -

McEwen and McCartney were all that could be
desired at back, both of them playing in champon
form, and Willizms came out of the ordeal with groat
credit. 1 watched him very closely, and was delighted
with the ceol way in which he did his business. I'here
was practically not a shot which he did not cover, and
though several grazed the posts and the bar, he never
lost siglit of one of them until it was out of danger.

* * "

The Swindonians are a very good lot indeed, and T
am not surprised at the position they have won for
themselves in the league. I should say they are not
quite as good as_Southampton St. Mary’s but a trifle
better than Reading. Sutherland is a long way the
hest mon in the team, being a speedy and clever
forward, but the otheranembers of the front string are
not at all bad, - The half-backs are strong and
vigorous tacklers, but do not play to their forwards in
the same way that the Luton halves do. Dibgdall is a
good back, and I have seen 1many wWerse goal-keepers
than Williams, y

® *

A word of praise is due to Mr. Saywell for the
admirable wayin which he discharged his duties. Ie
inclined neither to the one side uwor the other, was
immediately down om any rough play, and he
interpreted the offside rulein s manmner which some of
his fellow referees would do well to study. Both teams
expressed their sabisfaction with his performance, and
even the spectators Eouud nfthing to grumble about.

e *
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