THE UNITED LEAGUR.

LUTON TOWN. v. MILLWALL.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:—

Millwall ...... N e i e Wl e 3 goala
SALEON TOWEL - i cis. s R R o 2 puuais
The teams were 28 follow: —
Biagur. LUTON TOWN. Lxwr.
: Wiliizins (goxl),
Davies McecEwen,
Wau king Bicwart. Docherxty.
®tallacher. McIunes.  (Falbraith. Coupar. Ekins,
O
Paddes. Davies Getti g, Calvey. Vi helan.
Maibews, hing. Alithen
Hobion, Crabain,
Moore (goul),
LExT. MILLWALL, Rigur.
. X #*

Referee, Mr. A, . Kingicott; linesmon., Messrs.
w. H. Hackott (Luton), and O. Caygill (Millwall).

All Football players are partionlarly requested
% note that the best and most reliable football
boots are to be procured at Freeman, Hardy, and
Willis, 38, George-street, Luton, who are the largest
Hoot retailers in the kingdom. Over 250 branch
establishments.  All kinds eof walking, shooting,
eycing, tenniz, and other bocts and sheoz.—[ADVT.]
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Pefeated, but not disgraced! Such must be the
werdiot of the Luton supporters in regard to Satur-
day’'s match. Ti there were any such thing as luck
1 should say that Millwall had all there was knock-
Ang about, that the homesters ocouldn’t get a smell
of 1t, and that the consequernce was that the Dockers
xan off with the two points that preperly belonged
do Laton.
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Mol vidtories don't count for muoch in focthall,
#hab if ever s team were entitled to lay the flattering
mnetiou to the soul, that team was Luton on tha
oooasion which I am just about to deal with. They
anad fully taree-parts of the play, they proved them-
selves by far the cleverer men, as far as their feet
were concerned, and the only thing the Dockers sur-
Ppassed them in were coolness and judgment, and
oooiness and judgment won the day.
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Fut before going any farther into the merits of the
gFame, iet me just say a word as te the surrounding
sirgumstances. Not only was this the first meeting
of the two teams, but it was their first match in
the United League, and it had naturally been
docked forward to with the greatest amoumt of
anterest by the adherents of both clubs. Precisely
what view of the chances was taken at Millwall
4 cannot say, but ocertainly at Luton peopie were
mot hopeful—not nearly so hopeful as om the ocoa-
sion ot the first bﬂ;t}ﬂ& 1{1\:1.': year.

To a certain extent this might have been because
Laton never had beaten the Dockers in a l.eague

- matcon, the nsarest they had oome to it being at
Blllwall the season before last, when they led until
within half-a-mioute of the call of time, Junes then
equalising with the very last kick of the pame.
dwen people who dishelieve altogether in what s
oailed luck, muost admit there wag something very
anmeh like it on that oocasion, and at different
#imes and io different ways, the East Ferry-road
agnon seem 10 have been the happy recipients of
Mame Fortune’s golden sflileg.- g
Some folks, with more force than logic, argued
ikat Luton never had won a League match and
mever would, while others had a greater ¢how of
deeson for their want of faith in the assumption
that 1rasmucn as the homesters had not been dis
ﬁying any particunlarly brilliant form apgninat
formidable rivals, they were not likely to dis-
tinguish themselves when greater demands were

made upon thﬂm;

Deospite their misgivings, however, .the people of
diuton were terribly anxious to see the * grate fite,”
#md the question of whether the fixture would ba
favoured with a fine day was discussed with almost
&8 much earnestness as the match itself. Zadkiel,
Pid Moore, wud other eminent @uthorities
wvere consulted with elarming frequency during the
«arly part of the week, and I am informed that on
Saturdey morning several perscons spent the whole
©f their taime In tapping the barometer, in order to
ssoartain w’ other rain or sunshine was the more
fikely to follow the gloom which prevailed.
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Al douhts were set at rest soon after midday,
"The rain began to come down in real earnest, and it
continued with but slight intermissions throughout
il whole of the afternoon. It kept the fine weather
foatballers away, but it had no effect whatever on
the enthusiasty, who came from near and from far.
hree hundred were brought down from Millwall,
about 150 came from Hitohin in brakes, fifty or

3 came {rom St. Albans, and a number of others
fecmm Sarpenden, *Dum-xt:efﬂe, efE_

The grand stand was speedily packed, a good
many persons eought the friendly shelter of ths
puyilion, but the majority of people had to brave
E oat in the oper, and notwithstanding the frequent
downpours, they stood their ground without flinch-
ang. Altogether there could not have been far short
of 4,000 spectators, & marvallous gate, considering
the IﬂEt&CkPO].GEIﬁﬂ;I ﬂcn'dlitiam.'
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- The Icmk-off wns timed for half-past four, and
apont ten minutes before that the Luion men were
smocorded & hearty eheer as they came on to the

ground in all Lhe lory of white shirts and blue
knmkera The Dockers had thmr customary whits
#ncokera and blue shirts, and when the fallows pot
anixod it was an extremely difficult matier to tell

&'other fromx whioch. ~
~ k. E 2

Mr. Savwell was to have refereed, but he had
ihe misfortume to get a kick 1n a m&tah in which
&o officiated at Leicester a few days before, and

Mir, A. G. Kingsoott, of Derby, therefore had an

wpportunisty of making hia bow for the firsé ¢ime

> R Lumn agudience.
'I' ' -

The visitors won the tose and elected to kick

wown-hill, but this was about the only advantage
#he ohoice of ends gave them. The start aupured
wvell for Luton, as they were immediately in svi-
desack in the newhbnun}mﬂd of the Millwall goal,

*'vera,tungw first from the right and then from the
3 but without effect. Then Galbraith received
drem Stewart, and put i a magnificent shot, whick
Moore raved at the’: expense of & corner.
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Nothing tangible resulted froma the kiok, which

wwes talkken by Gallacher, but soon afterwards s foul
fhrow-in bv Matthews gave Davies—our Davies—
sa opportunity of showing his judgment in placing
#he ball, and he did it to a mnicety, the leather
ﬂ:mnpm'f right in the mowth of goal, but eveniually
2t was ]lﬂadﬁd over the bar, Still Luton kept up the
pressure, and a fine return by Docherty led to a
desperate Scrirmnﬂgﬂmonly thadb a.nd. nothing mors.

Another foul throw-in by Matthews gave the
4mbon Davies a further oppomtunity of eending a
mesmags to Moore, and fouls against Gettins innd
Watthews followed, but Luton failed to take advan-
#age of the tide whiich appeared to bes fHowin~ go
afrongly in their favour. The Dockers tried to
Rurn ‘i:he tables, but were each time pulled up by
FER ?’1&5, who was shomng L*amutcal form at back.

. MecInnes had de@pt,ra.m hard lines in not bringing
te & suocessiul 1ssue his attempt to convert a good
sentre by Ekins, Moore Ba-vmg almost by the skin
of his teeth, and the little 'un cleared a moment
dater from a shot by Galbraith. Lauton were having
all the best of the play, but they indulged their
cleveraess to too great an extent, and did not keep
gheir eves sufficiently concentrated on the main

@‘{a;mtmthe goal.
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If the Luton forwards had been just & little
amarter 1n taking their opportunities at this june-
#mra, they would have scored before the Dﬁokﬁrs
#had succeeaed in finding their feet, but they took

¢o0 long in their efforts to secure a clear course and |

eesy shots, and the Millwall defenders were usually
ablo to nip in a—nd*rt}b ‘thfm. A

:M«:Innﬁg and Galbraith showed up with a neat
&t of work, and Robson had to olea,r from Ekins'
centre. while George, at his next attempt, put high
«wver the goal. Hands against the Luton rwht back
gave the visitors their firdt chance of g\ettmn' a
signt of the home goal, but they did not shine until
s bad goal kick by Williams enabled Geddes to
Posa $0 “his partner, Davies, and that player put in
s, bearty, which ‘ﬂlelmmi mved*well

~ ©Once Gallacher, whose intentions were good, put
47 & tremendous f‘hdt but as luck would have 1t,
Robszon happsned to get in the way, and the hall
robounded qu him. Hands against Luton oave their
nents a Iook in, but McInnes cleared n splen-
ﬂld atyle, and he and Crallacher waltzed away to the
other ﬂnd where Gallacher got 1n a gead contre, but
mfortun&tely there was ng one ihere to take 1it.
Toore noxt had to save twice in guceession from
Btawart, whose second shot almost beat the cus-
todian, and then the Dookers got away, and Calvey
hnded the ball in the net with a fine shot, just as
was given off-side. No sooner bad the kick
bem taken, however, than Millwell * were down
an, and Davies scored with a Dbeauty, almost
gﬁore the Luton men had the lmt conception of

their citadel bemg in dsmger J

This was after about half-an-hour's play, and it
did cecem tantalising to think that Luton should
%have been doing something like twenty-five minutes’
sttacking out of thirty, without any'hing to show
for it, W‘hllB the Dockers should take practically
«np first opportunity and score. Luton had had

the play zmd M1llwall had got the goal.

They were not left long m the enjoyment of
thetr advantage, however, fm' Davies placed from
& free kick for Luton, and Watking’ Ehﬂt went over
the goal as o result of coming into contact with one
ok the defenders. Gallacher placed the corner and
#o the intense delight of *he majority of the
spectators Stewart hﬂaded into the net, making tha

. .soores equal, at which they remained when ha.li-*tlma |

WL mlled A grand %hoﬁ by Ekins deserved to
wcoze, but Moore saved by giving a corner, and this

wae nob xmpraved on. 2
" QOonsidering the fact that during this half opera.
tions had been almost exclusively mnﬁned to Mali-

avall ternitory, there i# no deubt. that Luton cught

4o have th&lnﬁd g substantial lead, and thus ha.va |

made the game safe, hut though tle were a.l
thovering in tha vicinity of the Mﬂl‘waﬂ eir
mmk eeemed to lack sft.mg, and Graham ami Rnb

di¢ made upon them.
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for the most part were easily equal 'm the
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The Luton forwards did not shoot often enougn
or hard enough, and too frequently ;].:_try_' s._l.lc:xycad
thear opportundties to slip away in fruitiesy en-
deavours to get still batter ones. Of course, they
did bave hard lines. The Mlllwnllﬂdr?fenders SOLNE-
times appeared to get in the way of the ball by the
merest accident, bub ib was more often becauge the
men who were attacking dallied too long in taking

their shots.
@ L "

The spectators, however, were still pretty con-
fident. Luton now had the advantage of the ground,
and it was thought this would euable them to turn
their efforts to bebter account. A foul aguinst
Stewart placed the home goal in jeopardy, king
kicking and McEwen nearly heading through, but
Williains cleared by giving a corner. Whelan placed
nicely, and Calvey put in a beautiful header, from
which arpother corner resw!ted, but this was placed
behind. 3 : )

Then Ekins got in a good run and a splendid
centre, Robson olearing by kieking behind, while
Stewart headed wide from the corner-kick. Agam
Luton attacked, and though IEking put In a desperate
sprint, he was just a quarter of a second too late
to reach the ball, as 1t lay 1n the mowth of the
Millwail goal, and Moore averted the danger Ly
giving a ocorner, which Kkins placed behind.
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A Iittle later, Molnnes forced another corner
and Gallacher ylaced, but the Doclars ¢lesred, and
taking advantage of the faot that the whole of the
Luton team, bar Willaams, were down the field,
they trundled the kall along, with none to say them.
nay, though in ths end they had to be content w th
a oorner. Luton responded through the mnetrumen-
tality of Dawvies, and Ekins was responsible for a
lovely shot, which Moore saved, but directly after-
wards Millwall had to give & corner. Eluns placed,
and the ball ran along the cross-bar, but even then
the Juckers cleared.
w ¥ r
(Geitins wag getting into trouble with the veferee,
being pulled up for infringemsnts of one sort or
another with a frequeney that must have teen gadly
trying to his temper. Afiter all Luton’s attacking,
the Millwall ferwards now pot a clesr run, the
thrée inside men going up the ficld in a bunch.
Stewart ran back and oventook them just against
gcal. and Wiliiams ran out to clear, but he kicked
the ball on to a Millwall forward—Calvev—and it
rebounded Into the net.
% ot =
Jhus the Dockers were once again given the lead,
after seeing their opponents have practically all
the play. Notwithstanding this misfortune, how-
ever, the homesters continued to put in some good
work, and affer a grand shot by Galbraith had been
intercepted by Rabson, the Luton forwards made
a capital combined attempt on the Millwall citadel,
‘but Graham deliberately hacked Coupar, and 3
iree kick was awarded.
¢ 1 1* »
Docherty placed, and receiving again, dropped
nicely into the mouth of goal, Gallacher rushing
- across from his side and almost making a hole in
the unev with a tremendous shot. The spectators
positively shouted with joy, and several of tha
Luton players tried to danoe hornripes, but alas,
alas, the demonstrations were brought to a prema-
ture close by the referse’s decision that Gallacher
was ofi-side. 8till Luton acted on the aggressive,

and Moore gave a cerner 4o a good shot from
Malnnes.
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Gallacher placed, and Stewart got in & regular
stinger, but she ball rebounded off one of the Mill.
wall backs, and Gallasher, with a splendid opening,
shot high over the top. Then the vieitors responded,
and Getting put in a fine shot at the Luton goal,
~ but Williams caved in eapital style. The homesters
again wenb down, Coupar and Ekins doing the
trundling, and Ekins scnt just wide, but a minuie
later Watkina put in a beauty, which Moore &plen-
dxdiy negociated.
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. A founl agatist King was followed by a long shot
 from Gallacher, which missed the mark by i1nches,
and then Watkins indulged in a litile gallery play
- with Greddas,ﬁ the result being that the Millwall man
ot round him and centred almost from ihe roal-
line. Three of the Millwall forwards wers walting
to receave the ball, and there was not a single Liuton
man near. The consequence was that Whelan was
abla to scora with ridiculous ease—in faot he seemed
~ half ashamed of quern‘ua.king the job.

The visdlors were certainly made & present of
~ this goal, and their suocess at almost every time of
- asking had a visibly disheartening effect upon the
Luton team, who for a time were hopelessly de-

moralised. The Millwall forwards now threatened
the home goal again and again, all the defenders, |
with the exception of Dawics and Williams, fairly
playing into their tands, but happily no further

ster geourred,
* * L3

. Them taking heart of grase again, Luton returned
to the attack, Galbraith and Coupar making a grand
rush, ‘and Coupar finishing up with o clinking shot,
which Moarwa,veq. (rallacher lost an opening the
noxt minute by slipping over at the opitical time,
but was subsequently able to centre, and in the
sorimmage which followed, fhe bali actually rolled
up against the posts. It seamad that Luton were
not to got another goal, but a momeant fater Galla-

c'er onoe again placed the ball, and Eki it
clear, beat Moore with a gocd ghot. e
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FPrnthusiastio cheering greeted this performanoe,
and though only two or three minutes remained
for play, 1t seemed not unlikely that Luton after all
would succeed in equalising, as they forced a couple
of corners almosgt immediately. But the Dodkers
cleared from these and subeequent attempts, and
when the w' dstle blew, they weve left the winners
hy three goals to two, a verdiot which affords no
indication whatever of the state of the play, being
simply the reward, not of superior, skill, but of
gound judgment,
; A w» 1=

A very tangible proof that the play was all in

Luton's  favour, 19 to: ha tound 1m

thae fach that whe  homesters had no

Jess than weleven c¢orners, while only three

were given bo their opponents. As far as general

attack was concerned, there was in the first half o 1y
one team in it, and with the exception of one brief
period, Luton had by far the best of the exchanges
in the second molety.
| “ . o

But Luton were out-generalled by their oppo-
nents, whose defenders played the proper game,
arsd never could be induced to desert their positions.

The homesters, on ithe other hand, were all too

eager to take part in the attack, the result being

wards were able to break away, they had almost a

clear field. The half-backs, too, as a rule placed

the ball too far in front of the forwards, and by
this means Graham and Rabson had any number of
froe kicks.
4 “ <
My own personal opinion is ‘that the Luton foe-
wards wasted a good deal of thelr sirength g
orivical times by distributing themselves over too
wide an area, and that in their attemptz upen goal
they dapended too much upon pure gkill, instead of
ooing for 15 bald-headed and foreing themselves
through by hook or cmook. The half-backs gene-
rally were too clese on the heels of the forwards for
- really effective work, and McEwen at back spoiied
his own play by endeavouring to fill the gap lerd
by the halves.

0Of course, if goals did not count, ¥ should say
the Luton team were streets ahead of their rivals,
as thev undoubtedly were in general play. Az
was, they proved themselves cleverer men with their
foat, they worked indefatigaubly, and their nomn-
success was attributable only to errors of judgraent,
errors whioch mav ove corrected before the nexit en-
counter. They deserve credit for their efforts, and
thig oredit will T hope be forthcoming from their
8¢ pporters.

&% ¥ &
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Speaking individually, Ishould say Mclnnes ang
Galbraith were the best men among the forwards,
Coupar also played a good game, and the same may
bo =aid of Gallacher, though I have seen him. per-
form better. Ekins was not up to the mark, buot
perhaps that was his misfortune rather than has

fault.
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Of the half-backs, Stewart certminly put in the.

largest amount of work, but it is a question whather
Docherty did not play the more oorrect game.
Wiatkinsg has not yaet got into his last sesson’s
form. McEwen at back was a little too excited fo
o ecen st his best, and though he did some first-
. +ta work., he weas too often tempied to leave hia

piace.
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Last week, T said that though I was confident
Davtes had any amount of ability, I had my doubts
ae to whether he would be speedy enough to cope
with the men opposed ‘to him. By his play oo
Saturday, he completely justified my opinion as to
his ability and dissipated my doubts. From first,
to last he played a splendid game, tackling, kicking,
and placing with wonderful judgment, and his
+ rformance could hardly have been 1mproved upon
~sen by the great McCarvtney I mself. Williamsg
anquitted himself pretty well in goal, ‘and he pro-
babiv had no real chance agaiuet any of the shots
 that socored. - ¢ g

 As to the visitcrs, honoura rested chiefly with
 Aloore and Graham, both of whom showcd grand
form. Robson also played well, and the half-backa
cave a capital acccunt of themselves. Gettins is
vorth a Jews eye to the forwards. He 13 not
remarkab!y briiiiant, perbaps, but he drives straight
ahesd, and takcs a lot of shifting when once on the
ball. The inside men, Davies and Calvey, are also
good and useful workers, especially Davies, and
Whelan, for iis cize, 15 a marvel. Ceddes did not
- show to much advantage, and apart from the atten-
- tion he received frem Watkins, I doubt whether he
i3 a8 good a man a3 some of the other forwards.

Il *
~ Mr. Kingseott gave the greatest eatisfaction as

 referee, his decisions being prompt and generall
?Wf_ Hf. dﬂn’;ﬁ mm‘much erther. 4
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Second Division

that on the few occasions when &te Millwall for-

At hﬁrﬁ'ﬂﬂl -ﬁott;ideraMy mmtﬁd -
m& hold their own on

to_the.
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