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English Cup.—Competition
Proper.

LUTON v. WEST BROMWICH ALBION.
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% GRANBEFEAT FOR LUI‘ON.' B

tion of footballers for miles aroun
wna:hc?)x:z:mted on ﬁao;;dayc?n ti::etgzeﬁt‘ gﬁlgl:ll:

d the Throstles gli
g?xt: eeiulégx:o:hanseaeon entered the cumpentlog
roper over the heads of 18t Scots, Marlow, an x
%ottenhnm Spurs, and were again drawn ;ngml:nt
a First League team at‘home. _I‘hell)r h:
experience in the same line was WIthh r;u n
North' Ead, who with Mldd.lesboroug own
and Middlesborough Ironopolis, can also clatxm
to have vanquaished Luton at this stage of the

Cup tournament.

need not enlarge on the superior attractive-
ne]s:s of the West gBx'omwich Albion Club over
all other Northern teams that have vmt.ed. Luton
in years past. Suffice it to say, thal intense
interest was manifested in their visit by the
record attendance of 6,000. The central portion
of the grapd stand was numbered for tesel:ved
seats ‘&t half-a-crown, and this profitable idea
was duly appreciated all round. Of «course, Luton
only take half of the ‘‘gate” receipts, butias
these amounted to £184 15s., over £50 in excess
of previous figures, the local club’s coffers receive
a substantial and none the less welcome con-
tribation.

The day was dull and cheerless. The ground
had been cleared of snow on Friday, and this
disclosed a stretch of ice at the lower end which
had to be carefully sanded. | The vigorous thaw
of Saturday soon inaugurated the reiga of:mad
and slush, and when Mr, Kingscott, the referee,
inspected the surface, he. little' relished. the
prospect before' himself and: the 22 artistes.
However, it was pronounced. fit for, a Cup tie.
While the Red Cross band where whiling away
the tedious wait with dulect strains, the crowd
anxiously watched W, J. Bassert, the great
International, taking some preliminary kicks to
test his foot. ' Ultimately, ‘“Billy *decided to
play the part of & 8pectator, ‘and it was, atfirst,
doubtful whether Dean or MecLeod would take

his' place, though the latter did'soin the end.
The only other change was: the substitution of
' Horton for Evans ac back. The Luton men
received an ovation on entering. the field sote
minutes before their opponents, the absence ‘of
Ekins Decessitating the appearance of Birch.
Just after 3, the men lined up :— 0 !
Luton : Williams ; McCartoey and McEwen 3
Davies, Stewart, and Dacherty ; Gallacher
Coupar, Galbraith, McIunes, and. Birch., ¥
¢ West  Bromwich Albion : Reader ; Horton and
;’Vl"l.&m! ; Perry, Higgine, and B ik s McLeod
Fl;‘vzltll;: Cameron, Richards, and Watson, /
¢ linesmen’ were Messrs, Car ices-
ter) and Davies (Marlow). C e (Le{ce!

There wag nothing in ‘the toss, and wh

ba.ll. was started, it was to g llv’ely tan’e.enl?f?:
Albllon' 8ot away firat, bug only gave Luton a
{;oa -kick, Then, urged on by the crowd the
ocal forwards retalisted briskly, and Re'ader
gas called upon by ‘a very fine shot from
Foupar, ercl} being afterwards given offside,
rom a free-kick for hands, McEwen landed the
vall in the et uiitouched. ' This wag isi
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v wing next showed up with
her
e clever play, but Luton soon hm'l‘nnnt.
:(;v ortunity from a foul o MolInnes. ‘This free&
kick also went wide, and after Reader hnl
kicked out, the Throstlos woke ug: buta ooupg
of corners availed them nothing, Luton replie
splendidly, and & glorious cross-shot from Gul:
lacher was tisted out & few vards by Reader;
amid breathless excitement, McIunes dashed up,
1 appacently certain score came to

but, alas ! ad
umlg:ll. for his shot grazed the bar, and bounced

over the net.

The Albiou righ

The Albions seemed to give up io despuic the.
ordinary forward game, and 8o, ufter 18 mioutes
lav, Flowitt made a single-handed rush upon
Williams® charge — everybody shouted “Of-
side ! but while the bucks ui)penred to hesitate
the custodian seemed doubtful, the West Brom
forward broke through and banged the ball into
the far corner of the nev at short range. The
score was & great surprisa to ona and all, bqt
both referee and livesmen were ugreed that it
was legitimate.

As luck would have it, Gallacher made a fine
sprint directly afterwards and presented Birch
with the chance of a life time, clean ia front of
Reader., But the spectators groaned with vexa
tion as ‘‘ led " missed althgether. The locals
struggled manfully and Williams who had
kicked out a certaiaty from Gallacher, was
again penalized for fouling, but Davies scored a
bull's-eye untouched. Fur a time, Luton
pressed continuously, and' three corners came to
their credit, though without improving their
position. The home team were again within an
ace of sco ing, when Higgins handled close up,
The hopes of Lutonians were once more disap-
poiuted whea Docherty placed behind a foul
against Baoks. Half-time arrived with the
score :—

West BrRoMwicE .. 1 goal
Loron. o e i ol e

The ground was charned into an awful morass
after a quarter of an hour’s play and the men
could scarcely keep their feet, while the ball
almost refused to travel. So far, Luton had
tad by far the best of the game, and ought to
have scored at least twice,

Che home team resumed the conflict with
unflagging vigour, McLeod broke away frst
and then Meclunes ran down, but both excur:
sions’ were cheoked for offside. The Luton
forwards showed some beautifal combination
despite the mud, and their neat pasein, mﬁl'
taxed the Albioh 4 o Galls

on defence. Coupar and Galla-

ﬁ;;dn;;d: ::‘e payt.i.cnl-rly fine ruo, but Birch
othing r spoill

shooting wida.g B gl '“‘l..“.hhs by

So the game went on, Luton baving s

balance of the play in their favour, but no m"Iﬁ

whatever near goal. Qnce. :
seored, and Melones 'ﬁmf;‘ (‘:‘” =
bofore Reader could save another sh
sl kL

‘the Albion keeper left his goal,
. : per h l, and but
h:v: lucky ?lm E'wmﬁ%nw
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