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Played at Laton on Saturday. Result -

W est Bromwich R TRTON oo sres = L T%;Eﬁl.
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e feams were as follow 1—
LUTON TOWN LEPT.

Williama (goal).
McCariney Mokiwen.
Davies. Stawart. Docherty,

Galbraith. Afcinnes. Birch,

@

Walson, Richards, Clameror.  Flenilt, Melieod.
> Banks. Higgins. Pexry.
Wiillains. Hoxrion.
Reader (goal),
Lxrt, W%S? BPEJM.W ICIH RiGHuT.
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Referee, Mr. A. G. Kangscott; linesmien, MEeSAI

fFallacher. Conpar. '
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avig (Maxl nd J. Corpenter {lelcester).
A. Davis (Marlow}, an J 1
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Mo near and yet so far. Almost o foel our fillgﬁf? ;;
ashitening around that precicus pot, and then toj°

have 1t snatched from our grasp in the fiukiest pos- l _
sible manner. 1Lt really was too bad. and Luton are | -
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shoroughly justified thinking they have a,.g’r}um;m? &
mgainst West Bromwich Albion, which nothing bub{
$he sealps of the Throstles, taken at the first oppor- |
tunity, will atone for. - I am not a great believer in | -
monnd ’ﬁamrie;ﬂr, and there is very li;_tﬂef consolation . of
be derived from themat the best of times, but if ever {

: - & . & Fa | o L _-r# . L
= team could with pPropriery lay the flattering uncuoen

4o their souls, I should say Lauton were the team, |
zd the ceasion WA b‘atug-d:a,y’s -*iu - tie,

Although T.uton have not yet quite attained tor the |
dignity of a first-class team, taking the el ubs which | °
eonstitute the premier Division of t-ne:-‘ League as a
criterion, they have worked their way 1unto the com-

patition proper for the Euglish Cup no less than four |
times, but bhave never then succeeded in getting| .
Heyond the first round. The last time they van- it
quished their divisional opponents they were deputed |
40 enteriain Preston North End, who proved too 1
big a handful for them, and this year they were set |
the still more formidable task of showing those re-
mowned cup-fighters, West Bromwich Albion, the |
way about, T :
* o 23
Tn the Press generally, it was acknowledged that :

of the three southern clubs left in the competition, :
Futon bad the hardest nut to crack, and after the |’
andifferent display of the local men against Tottenbam
Hotspur and the subsequent announcement of Eking'
illness, I don’t suppose there was a single sensible
maa in Luton who honestly expected his favouritss

b o ]

« T A

e winn. We hoped they would, and ocur hopes gava
us courage, ‘but never copfidence. Now, however,
e are bound to admit that we did not fully appre-
oiate the excellent gualities of our own team. It 1s
trane they have often been pitted against Firstt and
Second Lieague teams befors, and have invarably
soquitted themselves well, but then we were told by
+the wiseacres that the matches were only friendlies,
and afforded no clue to the real form of the visiting
players. B -r ©

- But Saturday’s match conclusively proved that
Laton at their best can hold their own with the very
oream of League clubs. 1t might have been aroued
—it was 1o tact argued in some guarters—that the
eleven which could beat Notts Forest by four goals
%o nal in a League match and Aston Villa by two to
one in a cup-tie, could knock Lmton into a cocked
hat? Vet what did we see? Why, simply this, that
an everything but a solitary and exceedingly fluky
goal, the Southerners were more than a match for
their doughty opponents. If I were to say that
Latons had two-thirds of the play, I should be under
rather than over the mark, and not only did they
have by far the better of the game, but they played
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anuch the prettmr icmball*

No one can fay the play was lacking in vigour, for
both sides went at it for all they were worth, but 1 |
that particular form of vigour which 1s not sanctionad |
by the laws of the game, the wisitors altogether
eclipsed the home tear, fouling most abominably
£pom start to finish. But at no time did the Throstles
ehow such smart and preily combination as was fre-
guently exhibited ;by *the;* hom e-ai ers.

The conditions under which the match was played
awere not conducive to good football, When the snow
was oleared from the ground on ¥riday, the soil was
found to be literally as hard ag iromn, and the thaw
which afterwards set in made matters a great deal
awvorse, the surface becoming soft and slippery, and
4he water motl being able to get away. For twenty
yards round the goal at the pavilion end, 1t wad,
practically a sheet of 1oce, and when thiz began 10
melt, the water settled in pools, making the ap-|¥a
proach to the goal about as bad as it could be. A
cup-tie seemed out of the question, but both ciubs
swere anxious to go through with: the fxture, and the

peferec’s decision was favourable to their wishes.

In view of that fact, I should say nothing short, of
am Irish bog will ever prevent a cup-match beng
Trought off.
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The interest felt in the event was evinced by *he

erowded ground. On the stand, the commitiee had
. arranged 200 reserved seats at half-a-crown each, and | &
fhose were all taken, while the seats on the other |2
part of the stand at a shilling were snapped up very | &
guickly. Some high stacks of tiraber afforded an|b
srresistible attraction to large numbers of venture- | ¥
some people, who viewed the proceedings from aloit, | i
and the people lining the ropes were packed together l t
as clogely as possible. I should think there were ;.
fully 7,000 pecple present. The gate was a re cord j 2

ome, amounting -to;(‘ilﬂﬁéﬁ upon £185.
_ *

The Luton men, looking all the better for their!} !
oourse of training at No-Man’s-Land, turned >ut |
about five ‘minutes to three, and were followed a |
Ltile later by West Bromwich, both teams being |-
accorded a hearty reception. Stewart winning the
taus, elected to play downhill, and the referee getting
the men in position, set them going punctually atb
three o'cdlock. Every movement of the players was
watohed with almost breathless interest. and doubtless |
not o few persons flattered themselves as to “heirx l

ognostications when they saw the visitors make
sracks for the Luton goal and take a shov thereat.
Bat if they thought the ball was going to remain ai i
that end they were mistaken, for it was trundled
back again very expeditiously, and (Gallacher sending
seross, Birch was afforded a good opening, and hi
sent in a shot Whir_;h R-ea.dir dispozed of.

2

- Spewark next had a try, and then Coupar distin-
guished himself by rununing clean through and hatting
the post with a grand shot. That was a plece of
hard luck to start with. McEwen placed in the net |
from a iree kick, and then Gallacher had a tuesie
with and beat Williams, but that player fouled him §
very badly as he was going for goal, and the free kick |
‘wvas not turned to account. Lavton eontinued to press,
Coupar again testing Reader with a good shot, and
then from & free kick. the Albion forced matters aud
obtained & couple of oorners, from which mothing
tangible accrued. Luton responded, and Gallacher
got in 8 ceutre which Birch maulled, but in replying
to another attack from the Throstles, Luton became
mmuch mora dangerous, and indeed had exceedingly }
bard lines i not ’wcmg; : _
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Gﬂlwm repiving from Celbraith, got dear and



| put in a beautiful shot, which Reader knocked dmﬂ;fg -
in front of him, and Mclnnes rushing in, had ¢t ).f:
misfortune to get a trifle too much under ﬂl.le ball,
which it the bar and bounced over. McLeod having
| heen called to account for hacking Mcliwen, ]:*le-uuiut
got away, and Luton appealing for offside, bmmfd
Yo make no setious attempt to stop him. He unere-
fore put in hia shot, a fairly long one, and e siams
| Jot it find its way into the net, efther being 151 ed
by the shouts of offsde or thinking that there W3
| no chance of saving. It was an extremely u‘nfqr u-
nate afair altogether, and was just one of those misex-
able flukes by which Iuton have lost so many v

portant games. e 5
The homesteirg, however, were now d-i;«::11;@3-3:*‘0@'11%1'..
"On the contrary, they played up more w.gﬁri}mi Ly
| than ever, and going down the field on the right, the
| ball was placed m close proximity to Reader, B;n,:mh,,
| aa a oonsequence, finding himself with only t:l_lm
gentleman to beat. But his shot was & heartrending
| affair, not going within yards of goal. Again Luton
showed Wp with some pretty passing, and W.iiams
having cleared from a shot by Gallacher, the locals
| Grat had a free kick and then a cormer, (rallacner,
sfter taking the latter, getting in a tremendous ¢nof,
which cannoned off an Alblonite, and McUariney
put wide. From a foul against the L nrostles, 1) Avies
placed in the met, no one touching, and then there
was some smart passing, as a result of which Mcelnnes
sent In a ghot, whioh Reider sa'vfd.

MeCartney, after depriving Watson, dropped the
ball nicely in front of the Albion goal, and & corner
followed. {allacher placed, and Niclartney got in

| a return which gave Birch another opportunity, but

| that player had lost his bearings, and jumped over tne

ball, which passed harmlessiy over the bine. Luton

had another unproductive corner, after which the

| three inside mer, by some of the prettiest work seen

during the afternoon, ramn clean through the opposing

defence, but offside against Coupar ultimately nulli-
fied the effort.
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The ball was much more frequently in the neigh-
bourhood of the Albion fortress than on Luton te-ni-
tory, but eventually the visitord’ left wing made
an incursion and Watson looked like scoring, when
McEwen rushed across in the nick of time and cleared
in gailant style. The homesters again assumed tho
aggressive, and the ball rebounding off a "Lhrostle

| flrom a well-placed kick by McCartney, Stewart
(?,ughrt 1t and missed the upright by 1ue merest shave.
Galbraith afterwards ~was responsible for a emart
mece of work, but Birch was again found wanting.
Melnnes followed on with a very fine individual por.
formance, but just as he was getting clear ho was
touled by Williams. Luton were still attacking
when the mterval arrived, and the teams crossed ov;
wiuh the visgitors I?ding 'E_y a goal to nil.

&

. Lt might have been supposed that with the ground
in thewr favour, West Bromwich Albion would have
demonstrated th e1r superiority in the second half, but
quite the opposite proved to be the case. for if the
actual play in the first forty-five had been in favour
of Luton, that in the second portion was much more
80, Unly once or twice during this part of the game
did the Throstles becoms really dan g'm*{)-tiq tﬂ.nr{y

1 Williams was seldom called Upon. | Teizen
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he first feature, but Galbraith, who v b ,
{
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inimkfil down just as ha was going to shoot. A little

Ml ane vom id score, Davies sending across fo

| JEEL*PHEWH %nd the latter heading on to (zalbraith, who
oﬁi:};{dn €a (;ﬁr} but Melnnes was declared to have been

brilliant d;} Eﬁw “:Eg‘? d?%r”"d&? applauded for a

11 1bbie, right through a crowd St

- . crowd of lavors

and he eventually passed to (3 i TS,
¥ e 11y passed to Gallacher, who centred

%, _ < 3 ¢ g 3 O CCTLLre ?
but Birch breasted the ball behind. Then. ¢t 1;-“' o
pass from McInnes, Coupar rushed hirng }ﬁ.a g a
Bl}g, ale‘;bOiOI‘E‘ seeted certain hl]:ht‘ ill&iﬁlllég;f@lg;hnt
wide of the maTk 111:[_ 5 | T ' A5 Just
. Om a return by MoeER w« Ireh

threatened danger, but was y McEwen, Birch
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“Galbraith now changed places with Birch. and the
Tmib_e:r signailsed his appearance in the centre wi..
& clipping shot, which Reader saved. The remaindar
of the play partook of the mature of a sermes of
assaults on the West Bromwich goal, both sides plav-
mg with great desperation, and the spectators heing
worked up io a high piteh of excitement, But
durng thig portion of the proceedin 23, the Throsties
played about half-a-dozen backs, packing their woal
toc such an extent that all the efforts of Taton ¢ afget
through, were fruitless. Besides that, they 1*&;:*—1-6-1'1;.&:{_'
to an expedient which may be excusable in a weak |
team, but which on this occasion was as compli-
mentary to Luton as it was humiliating to the per-
sons who indulged in it. The Throstles were reducnd |

to the extremity of kicking the ball out of play at
every opportunity, end as far out as possible,
; h.
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Thus, although Luton could not win, they demon-
strated a fact which I believe Mr. Kingscott asserted
when he last visited the town, that they are not only
superior to most of the Clubs in the Second Dhivision |
05 the League, but equal to a good many in the |
First. On Saturday the redoubtable Bassett. who |
was a spectator, gave i1t as his opinion that Luton
are stronger than uny of the Second Division Clubs
The Luton men, indeed, displayed marvellously good |
form. The three inside forwards played splenui.
football, McInnes particularly distinguishing him- ’
self by his splendid exhibition. Coupar also didl
some wonderfully smart things, and if Galbraith |
could but have carried a little more weight, he would |
have been very near perfection. (allacher was also
m fivst-class form, the one weak spot in the fro:t

-rank, and in the whole team for the matter of that,
being Birch, who, though he showed pluck and perse-
verance, spoiled a ;gotod many a)%eningﬁ.
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As regards the half-backs, it would be difficult | :
tc say that one excelled the other. They were all
in champion form, and worked like Trojans all the |

-way through, while the backs, bar their one mistake, | |
were pretty weil faultless. As far as MoCartney was | |
cencerned, 1 was the finest display he has given |
this season. Williams in goal had very Little to do. |4
I cannot refraim from bearing testimony to the ex- |
cellent way in which Lawson tumed the men out. {1
They were a credit to themselves and their trainer. |
And moreover, they played with the greatest cool- |¢
rnesa all the way through, never Tosing their heads a |
Little ht, (

% = @ ;
- The Throstles owe their victory entirely to the
strength. of their defence, for their forwards wera [
not in tihe same street with the Laton front string. ,
The half-backs are a trifle Tight, perhaps, but they
were exoeedingly smart, and I must say very un- |
sorupulous. Williams played a great game at baci, ]
and Reader performed with much success in goal. l
The referee was ably assisted by his linesmen, and
ghem Jm iy the proceedings left little to be
desired.
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Millwall, who were thought to have so much | a
better chance than Luton of getting imto the roxi| @
round, succumbed to the Wolverhampton Wanderers | 1
by two goals to ong, and they do not eeem to have

rendered nearly such a good account of themselves

a3 did Luton. Southampton St. Mary's also fell |1
below expectation, only making a draw with Heanor | t
Town at one goal all. 1
B = ® h

At Wellinghorough ou Saturday, the home team | h
were only able to make a draw with Tottenham Hot- | ©

spur at two goalg all. The matoh was a United | 8

League fixture, Ir
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MANUFACTURER’S stock of 2,500 TYes to be zold at 1
Bassett’s Salé, now on. Desperate bargains, all |a
gilk, price 4&4. 63d., 84d., 104d. each; new fresh | %

goods. S. Bassett, 28, Wellington-street.— ApvT.}| L
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