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FOOTBALL.

¢ THE LUTON GROUND.
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wg OF pEDFORD’S HANDSOME GIFT.
FAVE S ;

 ;TON DEFEAT LOUGHBOROUGH.

_.h has already been written concerninz the
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%9 sround of the Luton Town Football Club that
ne® 5" seription would be superfluous in connection
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L:'tﬂ ‘e formal opening ceremony which took place on
gaturday From the time when it was announced that l

the Duke of Bedford }muld _Perfﬂ'l‘m that funection
public interest had been increasing and on Saturday the
Duke met with a reception which must have impreszed |
gtrongly upon his mind that the sympathy of Luton
.ople 18 with him. The Mayor (Aldermran Hucklesby)
eadily acceded to the request of the authorities of the *
(;lub that he would entertain his Grace, and accordingly '
¢he first part of the proceedings took place at the
Town Hall. At about half-past 3 a large crowd had
assembled, while ingide were grouped the following
gentlemen: The Mayor of St. Albans (Councilior
Symington), Messrs, T. G. Azhton, M.P., J. Cumber-
land. T. Sworder, G. Oakley, G. Elliott, A. Carrutners,
Oorser (East Finchley Golf Club), J. W. Green, d. P
J_I. Wright, J.P., ¥. W. Beck, G. Sel/, Dr. Sworder,
R N. Christie, B. Cole, J. G. Roberty J. U,
Kershaw, H. Arnmold, H. T. Shackleton, . -H:
Barford. &c. The arrival of a number of wem-
bers of the borough police force signalled the
sdvent of the Dnke, and as his carriage made
its appearance at tne top of Bute-street & great
shout of welcome uprose, this being repeated as
his Grace {(who was accompanied by Mr. F. G, Butler
and Mr. J. H. Staddon) entered the Town Hall. Here
he was received by the BMayor and entertained in the
Mayor's parlour. Atter a few minutes & prooession
was formed and, headed by the local bands, the guests
made their way to the ground 1a Dunstable-road where

a large crowd bad agsembled. At the entrance to the
£ald fluttered bunting suspended from a couple of poleg
while inside the entrance was the new flaz of the Club’s
with its monogram. The grand-stand had
baen gaily bedecked with streamers and the pillars
were enreathed with red, whits, and black material.
$paces had been reserved for the distinguished guest+
i1 the front row, and to do them honour a detachment
of the loocal Volunteers was present under the command
of Captain Green with Lieut. S. J. Green gecond
in command. The grand-stand was filled with
spectators, while in other parts of the ground were
large numbers of interested beings., 'These united in
according a cordial reception to the Duke, whose first
act on arriving was to inspect the guard of hounour
clogely. It should be said that amongst those present
en the grand-stand were the Mayoress (Mrs. Hucklesby),
Mrs. G. Sell, Mrs. A. Carruthers, Couancillors Dilling-
ham and Wilkinson, the Borough Surveyor (Mr. A. J.

L. Evans), Mr, S. G. Wilkinson, and others.
THE OPENING. _

The MAYOR, who was well received, said his duty
that day was one of a very pleasant character. He was
told by the Secretary that it was his pleasure to intro-
duce the Duke of Bedford (applause). He was sure he .
expressed what was well known to them when he said :
that his Grace had ever taken an interest in Luton, and
the fact that he was there on an interesting occarsian of
that nature was proof to them all of that interest
which he took in everything that tended to the true
well-being of the community at Luton (applause). He
telt proud as Mayor to welcome his Grace, and he was
sure that in the name of those gentlemen who took
such deep interest in this wonderful game of football |
he spoke what they felt when he said they were '
gﬁgeedl:ngly gr&ftiﬁed to see ‘ghe Duke amongst them for

| rpose of opening the ne e3.
The lh)f[a,yur therea%)ter iﬁgt1'0{11113@{51"illr G

The DUKE OF BEDFORD, who said: I beg $o thank
you for the very cordial reception and al:o to thank his !
Worship for the very kind terms in which he has
introduced me to you. I can assure you that I have
very great pleasure to come here to-day upon this
interesting occasion, one in which the inhabitante of
Laton of all classes and all ages and, I think boi?h
sexes alike appear to take the gr:eatast interest
(ap_plause). I am very glad to think that the i ’ |
ok Sod ks e Interest

2l you take in football has been rewarded by such
glorious lilst of victories (applause). I confesay that ?
am anxious to gee the commencement of ﬂthf}
game, and I shall, therefore, not detain you for &
very long time; bat I will formally declare the '
}';0 l:ﬁ opened, and I hope that this a{:.landit;egroﬁrﬂotgzg

8 the scene of many a well-fought contest '

Mr. AsHTON, M.P., felt th : ost{applanse).
Gl e i e ) ey wanted at ones to get
kearty g'ro?: ?ofbéllf&?lia:zﬂtahuml)they = e el
Ha ool e Duke for coming to open

. He dared say a Saturday half-holida
mot 80 precious to his Grace as it was to som “th&s '
::1; f;l;‘azhthﬁ D;:kf ;va.ﬁ & less hard-working emoa.n tﬁl:i
€m ; but he was able to tak i
LA ) o take half-holidays
gratefnl hte; ah?;lulfgrn:itin Neveiﬁhdesﬂ kA, ve':ry
to'f‘EEm (applause). gup his Raturday afterngon

@ MAYOR OF ST ALBANS said i - el

ey sald it afforded him very
pleasure to second. He hoped they might have i‘-‘

very successful time i : ]
game of football (ap 5153 :)l?e future in their favourite

Mr. H. ABRNOLD (Treasurer o
( f the Tow ) sai

?Jal ::;)19 fzf the officers he had been asked on l?eh(ill%tgfatatlld "
e hthp:c?sia]txtelzlri nt}:.lgnks to the Mayor for thg
res ] e opening cer | '
:rizgﬁetlsllia:ed&hm -kindp-eas_ -hig'hliy angd féft:m 5?{;) hgltl)ey“
e t?i ane'm'l aetion in regard to a)Jl matters h'ng
 Aiplagds) ‘Hmta_resta' of the town (hear hé&w ndl
: : e had ever shown himyelf ,thoro;gﬁg

Interested in the welf

was . ltare of the tow e
kis pﬂrﬁgga l;.r gthe” matlersi he Wasnp:a!;ir:g i&hfr lc‘l.1i ;
the town. H t"lll:;g1.,a';;a:1cl vance the pleasure and welfat: I::f'
lentat1vﬁ of the Clubve.l;f gre?'t plreﬂdﬂufe,-fﬂ;ﬂ" thﬁ TEPI‘En
the Mayor. » 10 offering their sincere thamks to |
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the Mayor. |
The {5{3&1'03, replying, =aid it was a great pleasure

as well as a great honour to be associated with the opeun-
ing of their magnificent ground. ‘

Mr. J. H. STADDON, who was next mtroduce:d? on
behalf of the ¢lub extended their thanks to the visitors
for coming to support them in the great national game
—a game which they had endeavoured to carry out to
the utmost of their ability and to provide ene of tbe
best teams in the South (hear, hear and apPlaL}w.). :
They were delighted that so many of their friends in |
[,aton had turned out that day toshow their sympaiby
with them in the very difficult task they had on hand
—+to carry on a good football team in South Bedﬂ:rd-
shire. Unfortunately for them they were compeHed
to leave their old ground through no fault of their own,
and they had had to seek pastures new. Inso doing it
had been necessary for them to spend a sum of about
£300 to get a ground in fit condition to carry on the
same. It was well-known that in whatever en;oymenz |
was provided—whether secular or sacred—they must
have the best talent to make it a success. In prgﬂdmg
a foothall team they had endeavoured to provide the
best talent obtainable, It might possibly be too good
for the district: but better too good than too bad
(applause). They were there to carry on a game which
they hoped would end in great success for Luton Town.
f'he Duke of Bedford had kindly promised them a cheque
for £50 towards the £800 which they had to raise
between now and the end of April for the expenses
sonnected with the Club (applause). Mr. Staddon
sdded that £10 10s. had been given by Mr. J. W. Green,
who was a thorough sportsman. They had a number
of other gentlemen there and they hoped to raise some-
thing like £400 that day. If they could do that they

would be satisfied. £
Mr. G. ELLioTT, replying on behalf of the visitors,

said he did not know that the latter required anyone
to voice their appreciation of having been asked %o so
pleasant a gathering, If he might illustrate in his own
experience why one was pleased to come there 1t was
that one had had an opportunity for some years ef
reading day after day and week after week of the
achievements of the Luton Club. One had longed
when the exigencies of daily life would permit to come
down and see those gentlemen in the flesh. That
pleasure was promised them tbat afternoon and mno
greater reward could possibly be given to those who
had been asked as visitors. They were all longing, if
he might say so in colloguial langnage, to see them ** at
it,” and on behalf of the visitors he wonld say it was
their ardent wish that that splendid field might indeed
be a new centre which might witness fresh vietories
and that the name and fame of the Luton Club might
endure undiminished for all time. ]
Mr. STADDON said the name of any gentleman
:vto was prepared to give anything would be gladly
aken.
The MAYOR intimated that Mr. Ashton, M.P., bad
promised £35. ™ | |
This completed the formal proceedings, the only
notable feature before play was commenced being that
three photographs were taken of the guests in the
grand-stand.

THE GAME.

By half-past 4 the match had been commenced. It
was one of considerable importance to Luton, for it was
a United League encoucter and just now League points
are welcome to the Lutonians. It had been anticipated
that the game would be a closely fougkt one and so it
proved, for the visitors were only beaten by a goal to
uwone. If should be said, however, that a high wind
pri'emiled and that this very maferially affected fhe
play.

- The sides, who were under the control of Mr., West .
(Kettering), were ;—
Luton : Goal, Williams; backs, McCartney and
MeEwen ; half-backs, Davies, Stewart and Docherty ;
iﬁrwards, Gallacher and Coupar (right wing), Galbraith
(centre), MeInnes and Ekins (left wing).
 Loughborough : Goal, Monteith ; backs, Blackett
and Thompson ; half-backs, Mumford, Hamilton, and
Shelton ; forwards, Roulston and Andrews (right wing),
Brailsford (ecentre), Jones and Ward (left wing).
Linesmen, Messrs. E. A. Barford and E. Gibba.
The home captain won the toss and the Duke of
Bedford kicked off, his Grace being loudly cheered on |
making his appearance on the centre line. Soon after
the stars the * Luffs,” who went off in splendid style,
tested the home defence severely and McEwen effected
. wonderful clearance, Minor decisions against the
visibors were unproductive, Docherty later on gsending
in magnificently and Coupar heading away. It seemed }
:0 most present that the half-back’s shot would have
, t&ken effect had it not been interfered with, deapite
the gleverness of Monteith_ A corner to Luton was I
:;: ]lmproved upon, Eking gending over the bar when
s i';eper had effected a partial clearance. Gallacher
iy aﬁ admirable run atter another good sample of
'M? nyt cEwen, but the right winger’s terminal shot
il % nbtilﬁectwe. Williams wag very severely tested
b Luton backs had been beaten; but the

ome custodian wag 1 |

Pl LU equal to the emergency ard cleared
i fa“&“’n‘ ‘that evoked hearty ch%ers.y' Free-kicks
Attackin, ij_j stripes to advance and while they were -
il E ) E"”“ﬂf_Ekmﬂ steered over the line, a |
One of '{}a ]{M Molnnes heing finely saved just after. {
 Eking pepgin her's hest centres was spoiled by |
 afterwargy )5, Pebind the line, and some time |
The legg b ‘{g erty landed the ball on the net. |
Gy ollowed Ahin ap by oa further
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acceptable effort, Monteith experiencing consider-
able difficulty in dealing with it. A good pass
by Stewart put Gallacherin a position to have another
shy and the outside man missed by inches with a
beautiful shot. Free kicks came to either side and
later on (Gallachber, receiving from Galbraith, kicked
over the Loughborough goal-line. The home ocentre
forward distinguished himself by dispatching a beauty
' at Monteith, who behaved splendidly. The visitors
indulged in foul taetics when Luton pressed strongly
"and a eeod centre by McEwen led to a corner being
conceded. Stewart missed what was apparently an
easy chanes and McEwen kicked right over the bar.
Coupar and Galbraith were conspicuous for gallant
offorts in the next few minutes, and a capable header
by Gallacher was worthy of note. McCertney placed
well from a free-kick close to goal; but Monteith was
on the alert. A couple of corners fell to Luton but
npeither was improved upon ; one was secured Dby
Callacher and the other came from McInnes. More
free-kicks were awarded against Loughboreugh. One
of thess was taken by McCartney, who drove
the ball through the legs of his opponents into the net,
the muccess being received with enthusiasm. DBefore
the interval Coupar sent through from a pass by
Gallacher, and Mr. West disallowed the point on toe
score of off-side, though there were many who were of
opiuion that the goal was perfectly legitimate.
Nothing further in the way of scoring wae done belore
half-time, when the positions were : |

LuroN, 1; LOUGHBOROUGH, 0.

After the resumption the strangers had the wind in
their favour ; but they did not make soc much use of
this advantage as had been expected. As a matter of
fact the locals had almost ns much of the play as their
opponentz, and the wonder was they did not increase
their lead. Early in the second half Williams went
‘down on his knees to a long shot, which he saved
excellently. Ekins failed to head through from a neat
centre by Gallacher, this failure being unaccountable.
- Hamilton was gsomewhat injured by colliding with
- Docherty, though fortunately the hurt was but slight.
A tricky display by Coupar was applauded, this being
followed by a series of free-kicks, the visitors being too
- prone fto indulge in foul play. Following one of these
McEwen sent into the net, though unfortunately with-
out the ball touching the necessary second player.
Ekina pat in one of his brilliant bursts and centred
~accurately, Galbraith failing to get through. A corner to
Luton wasunfruitful, following which Ekins was credited
with another failure, this being from a good pass by
McCartney. Morefouling wasindulged in, Loughborough
being the principal offenders. Unpleasantness between
2 pair of antagonists led Mr. West to intervene and
matters became more pleazant subsequently. A grand
ran by Gallacher ended in that player striking the bar
with a first-rate effort. Brailsford managed to get
through later on but Williams was too much for him,
though the save eost Luton a corner. For a time fouls
by the visitors were more noticeable than was the good
play of either side. McInness was at one stage fallen
foul of near the Loughborough goal ; but Mr. West
declined to allow a penalty-kick, and the free-kick was
‘resultiess. The game continued to be interesting to
the end, when the relative positions were :

LwTON, 1; LoucHBOROUGH, O.
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