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LUTON PUWN v, RUBHIDEN
Played at Luton on Monday, Hesulb:

Laaton Town .....coovesvresssr B g:mh
DROGIAEOW ..yes0r0s0s00saprrsnerh mil.
w L #
"1he teams were as follow ¢« ¢
Laton: Williags; Davies and M eEwen ;
Perains, Stewart and Docherty ; Galladher, CGou-
AT, (htlm, Molnnes and FEkms, (orwards.
Rushden: OGeorge; Ambridge and #dﬂ}’
(A Bailoy and Dunkley: Denton, Warner,
Btgk«. ald, HZJ-&‘} and Bamford
Referas, My T W. E"‘mywmll

A hittle more t.hrm ordinary interest was fm-
rfed to the peturn match between Ifut,rm gnd
ghdicn. on Monday, ﬂwmg t the fact that the
direotors had at last plucked up sufficient courage
bo make an experiment, the first time they have
willingly .gone out of the usual rut this season.
Jitlin, who has been displaying capital form
with ths Reserves, was given a itmal in oenfre,
amdl Porring—whether from necessity or ohoioe
¥ don't know—was onoe again given = chano:

-ﬂahm ugual plam

o 1 experipents had batrn tried a little ecarlier
".,*m_ $ho semson, it is highly probable that we
Biiou 'da{ﬂa h&m lost-25 many matches as we have.
_s--‘l' have ceozed to marvel at the extra-
erdinary Wermty which kept Iattle in a place
for whiok he was obriously unﬁ—ted and allowed
P, whﬂ has on previons oocasions ghown
Rimself possessed of the requisite skill for =
amt‘f-e*—fmar& to remam on the wing.

L *

~ &till. it's & long lane that has no turning, and
€ am glad to see that things look like working
ouf lghh at last. Monday was mot an ideal
day for foothall, there bemg s dampnees in the
afinosphere and a moisture In ihe g'round., and
while the ono was not conducive to the comfort
of &13 wtatﬂm, the other was not caloulated
o improve the quality of the foothall Nevar-
Weless thera was a fairly good gate—about a
tousand—and ﬂlqu 2 fa.u'ly geod game,

Imtﬂn wWero tt!he first to attack, and presently

n;mtam always glad tc encourage budding
md@d' Catlin for a pretty picoe of

B ool
posts. George just eaved a lmrely ourlmg shot
Pm‘mm arud fisted out & beauty from

iwb lhh the hall wag often enough takan
goad, €t muld not be steered rbetwm the
Focherty, whilst 4 moment later Stewart headed
sver from Perrmn mntm.

&

- Reveral oorners wore mkm by Luton without
rﬁlllt and then thn gave Coupar a grand
ng, but Junmy's <hut wenk 2 little wade
Whreotly afterwards, o fina pasz by the Rasarve
LU m'nded Bkins with a g-nﬂd ohanoe, but
B tbbe bullet missad ite hallet, A minute
o twe Lam:r tho left-winger had anothey glarious
pportunity, but skied the ball, and them ithe
O ma within an ace of soord MoRBwes
¥ & cenbre from Bamford.,  Hedingfold




| found himeelf Hght t‘.u. fromy of goal, end whot,

but Willingne rm:-(ui gm:mﬂ y.

%

After thn Luton oustodian bad negociated n
good whot from Clarkae, which waa the result of |
a freo kiok, Loton wend to the other end, Catiin |
gt b the fromt, and Hlkins et olose quarbers |

put i a tremendous ehot, which veboundod off |

(tonorge., The latter gsesmed to boar a coharmed |

| Lt ‘f |

ball by design, he did so by aocident, samd 4thus
all Loiton's ﬂifa,ui.u wﬂn:fﬂmtﬁfﬂﬂ |

Corner affer oormer fell to the bomegters. |
Ul"ﬂ’h’i& (.ii.i-].luﬁjhur plm_h'-wl ok umim' -tlm hu:r, ars _
aguin Ambridge nearly honded dlrough his own
goal, bub it was not until nearly half-tinwe that
o goal onmne, tha ball then heing rushed Lthrougl
from. Ghallaoher's contre, A moment later Catlin §
should hawve scored from a oentrs by FElin, hut |
bo dwesitated, snd the chanoe was lost. Tm the |
et minute, Rushden preity well guececded i |
aqualising, Williams runniog out t0 olear, and |
tha ball trom his kick ennnoning off ous of the |
other men, Happily, the danger was averied,
and consequently Luton starteo the seoond half
wth a goal lead.

i U “

Clatlin, who had been ehaping well, and was
rmly itmf{iug in dash and decision, was now put
ipaide-right, and Ooupar went oentre. The re-
sult wag a marked cprovement in the Luton for
ward play, Coupar keeping the winge going in
brst-rate styie, and making opemings for the
other men.

'ﬂ' % @
The next goal came within two or thres minutss
of the ve-start. Dochert y was first of all cheered
for some good play, und then Molnnes making
the running, passed the ball along the line, and
Catlin soored & splendid goul, though I think ‘
{tiere can be no quesiion that Melnnes was off-
side when he initinted the effart. Lutom had a
j cornes, from which Gallachér placed, and Stewart
headed over, and then Rushden went away,
 Dunkley tesfi'mg.\’i’illia.inﬂ wit‘i; & good ors i

1 Tho homesters again faced ths pley, and ths
| Rushden goal cxperienced several marrow os-
| capes. ' At length, after Catlin had made = !
plucky atiempt to get through, thers was s bit i
| of & sorimmage in which Stewart and Coupar

| took part, and the ball going out ta Gallacher, |
- that player put on goal number three with one
of hiw old favourites—a tearing shot which gavs

1 the ousiodian naéchancsa.
g = - ' -

= :
1 Boon afterwards, Ekins was applauded for
getting the better of a prolonged struggle with
{ Bailey, whom the Luton spectators delight to
set beaten, and Molnnew receiving the ball,
passed on to Coupar, who took the leather on
the un, and scored with s magnificent shot.
{ Luton were next indulged with three corners,
Which were mot improved wupon, and Rushden
shen made two or three fine runs down the ficld
They were repuised, and a brilliant centre by
Klng gave Catlin a rare o peaning, but the ball |
| dipped d&rom his foot.  Docherty, however,

got 10 a long one the next minute, and Catlin
- had the gatisfaction of scoring the fifth and last
goal, whilst & little later he headed snother
whick was g'iven&ﬁ&‘ 3&1&5

%

| Altogether, the game was a very intaresting
 one, and except in the last few minutes, when |
they tired a bit, the Luton players went aboui
therr work in a thoroughly snergetic and busi-
| ness-like manner, The great improvement
which Coupar’'s appearancs at centre brought |

{aboutt among the forwards should ensure his |

been given that position again. No man has been
able to fill Galbraith's place ag he has. Young |
| Catlin showed very promuang form, and he only |
wants a few chances and a little cosching to en. |

|

able him to seoure a position in the team at a
Dot very remote date. His passes were splendidly

| fudg-ed, and all he suffered from was a naturai
laok of, nerve, which oocasionally prevented bhim

putting i the required dash at the right moment. |

)

Molnnes ag usual worked like a nigger, and |

both Kkins and Gallacher put in plenty of good
play. I was particularly pleased to Boo Perrins
again among the half-backs, and I hope he will
kcep there. It geems to mag he has not  bean
vary fairly treated thiy season. He is fast. ang
that ds just what we want in the defenon Of
oounse, 1t 18 not to be expeoted that a man who
18 put iu about once in a blue moon i gomng to
do overything just as well as o man who has been
gan_ng regularly, but I remember that last yead

premuer honowrs, and there i8 no reason why ha
- 8hould not do so again. Fven on Monday’s farm
| tﬁe taa.m;t in :wi way lauﬂ'amd' from his molusion.

L6 gomotimes lost a litkle ground by not tackli
his man at mm..but tha.*t was all. y | o
-

Btowart did excellent mervice, as he always
does, and Doocherty was in fne form, playing
| hus bmmemfumﬂ;mmmiwmnmmed.

Both Davies and MoEwen performed in first-rate
fashion, and Williams was vory safe in goal.

are too little to be effec.

or when he did not got in the way of the J

erring ran Stewart and Docherty very olose for |
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he " .Mﬂmi'xug Nown” on  Bat i,n"f];yy week
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tures on Nautou's daplay in the Tottenham Hot-
spur matoh, as will be seen from. the following
" Taking advantage of an inexperienced re
fereo, Lautou hegitated at nothing, and Mr. Over.
ton, when appealed (o at the finish, admitted the
foul tactios, and wexplained he had cautioned
Dooherty thres times and McoCartney twioe.
Daviea woad also interviewed for striking Hart-
loy. 'This 18 all very well, but if a man is to be
caufioned three times and then allowed {o con-
tinue, rough play will be asg frequent as ever.
Some of the Luton men had their names taken,
and it 15 possible that more mav be bheard of the
matter. . . ... At the moment this iz written,
Cullen, the Hotspur goslkeeper, is lying in an
almost critical coundition, caused by a kick in his
ohest, and in face of this one Luton player, after
the match, in the local hostelry, boasted that he
played cnoe in & match when three men were
oarried off—one with a broken leg, another with
& broken oollar-bone, and the third with & dis-
icoation. Can it be wondered at that profes-
sionalism has so often the finger of scom pointaed
atabl"
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Un Saturday last, the “ Evening News 7 print-
ed a letter from Messrs. Neve and Back, pointing
out the mjury such unfounded statements were
likely to do to the Luton Club, and there also
appeared the following letter from Mr. Overton,
ths referee:—" Foundling Hospital, W.C.,
Nov. 26th, 1897, Sir,-—In justice to the Luton
playens in the Eunglish Cup-tie at Tottenham on
November 20th, I beg that you will allow me to
n.aks a few corrections of your statements in
‘Notes and Comments’ of last Saturday. I
cannol understand whers vou derived the
materials for your remarks. You cay, “he (the
referes joautioned Docherty three times.” I did
so once only. Ilis after play, though vigorous.
was not rough.  You say, ‘and MoCariney
twice." Again, I did so once only, not for rough
play, but for foul play. His play afterwards was
scrupulously fair. You say, ‘ Davies waz alvo
inferviewed for striking Hartley.,” ¥ did not
interview him, neither did he strike Hariley in
the common acceptance.of that term—i.e., with
his fist. The collision between thess plavers was
a perfectly fair one, and whatever damage Hart-
iey received was quite unintentional. You eay,
“some of the Luton meun had their names taken.’
I took the names of MoCartney and Docherty
only. ¥You write of the Hotspur goalkeeper as
thouglh his injuries were inflicted by a Luton
man, bui you do noi definitely state that such
was the cage.  If this charge also is brought
against Luton T will supply the faots. When
these corrections are made, it is ocbvious that the
play oannot. fairly be described as rough, though.
as might be expected, from the importance of the
ocoasion, it was sirong on both sides. Tastly, as
rogards myself, though this is quite a miner mat-
ter, and, as far ag I am concerned, may he passed
over in sulence, you say, ‘Mr. Overton, when
appoaled to at the finish, admitted the foul tac
tios.” You have been grossly misinformed. Nao
one appoaled to me at the finish, and consequent-
ly I did not admit the foul tactics. . . . . .
Agoin, you oall me *inexperenced.’ 1
may be unknown to your informant. but I am
nob inexperienosd, tertainly not inexperienced
onough to talk to a stranper about a mateh in
which I have just officlated. As a matter of
fact, { hava had twonly-two years' expoarience of
the game.—I[ am, sir, your obodient servant,-—
A. OrerToN." But there was not a word of
apology,
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