FOOTBA LL.

LEAGUE DEFEAT AT BURTON.
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LUTON HAVE HARD LUCK.
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On Christmas Day the Luton players had another
stiff League match on, having to meet the burton
Swifts on the latter’s ground. It wasthought by mauy
that the visitors had an excellent chance of gaining two
League points, but as it turned out they iost the game
by a single goal after baving done the bulk of the
pressing. Luton were without Coupar and Mclnnes,
their places being taken by Birch and Little. The
weather was delightful for football, but the frost had
made the ground ery hard. The Luton men were
shod with with india-rubber soled boots to prevent
them from slipping on the frozen surface, and this
proved a wise precaution. ‘“There were about 3,000

gpectators present when the following teams lined
npliuton Town : Goal, Williams ; backs, McCartney and
McEwen; half-backs, Davies, Stewart and Decherty ;
forwards, Gallacher and Birch (right), Donaldson
{centre), Little and Ekins (left). 27 ,

Burton Swifts: Goal, Gray; backs, Lowe and
Ashby; half-backe, Waterson, Wyllie, and Rae;
forwards, Goodchild and Fisher (right), Leigh (centre),
Blackie and McClure (left).

Stewart winning the toss TLeigh kicked off for the
homesters who at once attacked, Goodchild and Fisher
being prominent. This state of affairs did not, how-
ever, last very long, for the visitors quickly retaliated
and the home defence was hard put to. Ashby, ab
back, was the most conspicuous defender, playing a
fine game. After Stewart and Birch had let oppor-
tunities of scoring go by the Burton men broke away
and McClure missed somewhat badly. Docherty then
had a shy at Gray’s charge and succeeded in opening
the score after 15 minutes’ play, the shot being a
splendid one. Luton still pressing Gallacher shot
well and only missed by inches, while Birch also
severely tested the Swifts’ custodian. This roused
the Burtonians and they attacked strongly, Fisher
striking the post with a good attempt to equalise.
Williams and the backs for a time had no easy task,
but they came well out of the erdeal. Donaldson then
led an attack on the Burton goal. The pressure was
maintained for some time, the right wing being
especially prominent. Birch made a good attempt to
increase the lead but was ursuccessful and then Good-
child, the Burton outside-1ight, raced away only to be
stopped for ofi-side. Half-time shortly afterwards was
called, when the scores read :

LuToN, 1; BUrTON, O,

Directly after the re-start disaster befell the
Lutonians, a free-kick awarded to Burton bringing
about the downfall of the Luton goal. Ashby was
entrusted with the kick and his shot hit the eross-bar
and went into the net, the referee awarding a goeal to
the Swifts on the ground that Williams appeared to
touch the ball with his hand before it went through.
This roused the visitors to greater efforts and they
fiercely bombarded the Burton goal, being geen to much
advantage. For nearly half-an-hour this attack was
kept up and shots were rained in upon Gray, who,
with Ashby, was playing a fine game, Try as they
weuld the Luton men could not score. Donaldson and
Ekins were very prominent in the attack and the
Swifts’ goal had one or two almost miraculous escapes.
In the last quarter of an hour the Luton players
appeared to tire a great deal, their severe exertions
naturally telling greatly upon them, This enabled
Burton to once more take up the running and a pass
from McClure to Leigh gave the latter player an
opportuniby of scoring which was promptly accepted.
Williams had no chance with this, and from this period
up to the finish of the game he had plenty of work
found him, the Burtonians having rather the best of

matters. The Luton custodian, however, managed to

keep down the score, and as Lut 'nil
the game ended thus : on alio failed to score

Burton, 2; Luron, 1.
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.,oroN TowN FooTsALL CLUB, LIMITED, —The playefi
annoal dinner and musical entertainment wil) be h95
in the Council Chamber, on Wednesday, January %
1898, at 6 o’clock. Shareholders cordially mvita .
Tickets, 2s. each, to be had of J. Staddon, Bl}rtﬁ‘hPrEEt,
also on the ground, Saturday, Jamnuary 1. No tickets
' ean be obtained after Monday, January 3. [Advt.

[uton footballers have good reason to cqngratulate
themselves on the results of the matches which formed
the elub’s Christmas programme, evell though one of

the games was lost. ['wo wins and a loss, with a goal
| average of 15 to three, in three League games 18 Not
bad, especially when 1t 18 remembered that one of the

encounters took place on foreign soil.

&

The defeat at Burton on Christmas Day was
naturally enough a great disappointment to many, but
-+ 1ano new thing for the better team to lose o its
opponents ground. When a Burton paper says ‘° The
Qwifts were certainly very fortunate, upon the day’s
play, to secure two polnts » there is not much doubt but

that the better side lost.
¥

The same writer also acknowledged that Gray, the
Swift’s custodian, ‘‘had much more to do tl}an Wil-
liams,” and concludes thus: ™ The Bedfordshire club
have undoubtedly a splendid lot of men at their dis-
posal, andif they never play any better than they did
on Saturday they will occupy a very respectable position
on the League chart at the close of the season.”

¥

Donaldson favonrably impressed the critics, playing a
very fine game, and the same applies to Ekins, who
save his old club mates a taste of his quality. Birch,
another old Burtonian, also played capitally, and the
combination of the forwards did not suffer greatly

through the absence of McInnes and Coupar.

o

The defence, in the last qua:ter of an hour more
especially, found plenty vo do, but the men were in
good trim and acquitted themselves well, Williams and
Docherty being very prominent. The former had a
sultry time after Buarton obtained the winning goal,

but he could not again be beaten.

i

The goal by which the Swifts equalised was a some-
what doubtful one and certainly a curious one. A
free-kick was taken by one of the Burton backs and he
landed the ball on the crossbar, from whence it glanced
into the net. The referee at once awarded a goal, say-
ing that the ball touched Williamsg’s hand. Whether
it was really a goal or not it was a great stroke of luck
for the home side.

s

A more cheerful topie is the grand victory over
Grimeby on Bank Holiday. It was, indeed, a splendid
achievement to reore six goals against such a powerful
team as the renowned * Fishermen,”’ even though the
game was played before the Luton crowd. |
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It was unfortunate that Grimsby had not a full team
until half-time through IFletcher, one of their most
prominent players, missing his train. That fact is
sure to be advanced in certain quarters as a reason for
the heavy score, but it should be remembered that for
80 out of the 90 minutes Luton had practically only
ten men, through the unfortunate injury to Ekins,

B

The outside-left started in his very best form, and it
was probably this which caused Lindsay and Mountain
(the right-back and right-half respectively) to pay
such close attention to ‘“ George.” It was the rough-
ness of these men which was responsible for his in-
capacitation.

o

The display of the winners soon aroused the most
intense enthusiasm of the spectators, and thig cannot
be wondered at. The stripes” were in their best
| mood and rarely have they put so much dash into their

play. It is such rushes as those the forwards made on
Monday which bring about heavy scores,

&

The most pleasing part of the proceedings was the
success of Donaldson., 'This wa3 the ex-Newton

Heathen’s first appearance at Luton since he has become
identified with the club, and he was the cynosure of all

eyes.
- &

The new centre, judging by his performance up to
date, is just the man who has so long been wanted.
He is strongly built, covers the ground well, keeps his
wings well in hand, and, what is of great importance,
shoots hard and often. If Donaldson keeps up this
form he will indeed be an acquisition. I was never
more favourably impressed by a new man.

o

The other forwards, too, were in great form and shot
better than they do sometimes. McInnes was in hig best
form and it was hard luck for him to have three goals
disallowed. The right wing pair were conspicuous by

some very smart work and they gave th : 74
back a lively time. VB e opposing haif

: i
The halves played a wonderfully good game and
besides holding the opposing forwards in ogeak did a
great deal of attacking. All of them put in an im-
menge amount of work and the trio on their present

form are indeed formidable. Little or no fault w
_ _ : W
| found with them by even the most exacting critic. s

| A
The two ‘“ Macs” at back played in champi '
| both kicking clean and tankli'_ng?a.t the i‘ighfltl:lo::g;i:
| It was a treat to see MeOartney block Fletcher’s way
| when that player came on in the second half fresh and
__ ﬁgﬁ;;::hmagztalf:ﬁa -at:namgn:lfo: his Eraviﬁua absence,
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Williams did not have n great deal to do, but o
| feveral occasions he had to_uegotiate difficult shots,

o
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and he is to be congratulated ou preventing the
¢ Pishermen ”’ from scoring even a gingle goal.

4

f the Grimsby team it may be said Phat the men in
thg reartwere gogd and the forwards fairly so ; but the
half-back line was not up to the standard of the rest
of the team and their display cannot be called any-

thing but mediocre.
b - 4

leading charaeteristic ot the losing team was
rol'fghkfneas anﬁ foul play. Many of the men speiled
really good work by foul tactics and the number of
free-kicks awarded against them must have reached a
pretty high figure. Lindsay at bfwk was at once the
best and the roughest man on his side, and his methods
quickly roused the 1re of the spectators. A better
place-kicker, however, bas never been seen on the
ground, and it was noticed that he took all the free-
Licks for his side, no matter in what part of the field,

corner-kicks only excepted.

%

Whittaker was a smart custodian and, although
beaten ten times, no blame could fairly be a?tached to
him. The left back (Frith) was mot so noticeable as
his partner, but he put in some useful work.

Y

The half-backs have already been feferred to, and
they cannot be congratulated on their thow. Moun-
tain lost his temper ecarly in the game, but before
doing so he put in some clever work and was, perhaps,
the pick of the line. The other men did not come 1nto

prominence much.

Rogers on the outside-right 1s not unknown in Luton,
being an old Southampton ‘‘saint.” He has the

reputation of being a fast and dangerous man, and

certainly made a good run or two ; but McEwen and
Docherty soon took his measure and little more was

gseen of him.
e

The three inside forwards were the pick of the bunch
and occasionally they became dangerous, but lack of
support from the halves prevented them from doing
much damage. The outside-left was apparently a re-
serve, and he was nota great success.

i

The United League game with Loughborough on
Tuesday furnished anether easy win for Luton and
oreatly improved the already fine goal average the team
possesses in the competition. The visitors played
a very poor game in the first half and although they
improved after the interval they never showed anything
approaching class football.

%o

The crushing defeat which the ‘¢ Luffs.” received
makes Luton’s loss at Loughborough in the English
League all the more inexplicable. To watch the Leices-
tershire men on Tuesday would almost lead one to
think that they were a village team strengthened by the
inclusion of one or two good players.

e

The first half was terribly one-sided and Luton secmed
to do almost as they pleased, With six goals in hand
the men did net worry themselves much after the inter-
val and allowed Loughborough to pay Williams a visit

~or two, with the result that they scored. The homesters,
however, soon increased their lead after this.

|

X
Ekins was unable to take part in the game, and it
was underatoog’i that he was not even able to walk, his
right knee being severely strained. His place was

filled by the inclusion of Little at inside-left, MecInnes
taking the outside berth,
3K

The locals fully maintained their form of the pre-
vious day, and that, surely, is sufficient praise.
McInnes makes a capital outside left and there is no
doubt that he is the man for the place when Ekins is
absent. Little was also a success and it is certain that

when put in his proper place he can play a rare good
game, |

i
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Among the losers two men stood out prominently
from the rest, and they were DBeardsley, the goal-
keeper, who gave a fine exhibition between the sticks,
and Horace Pike, the old Notts, Forest man, who
figured at outside-left. One or two others did not do
badly, but the team, taken altogether, was a very

moderate one.

7t

Mr. Kingscott has long been known in Lutor as an
excellent referee with one great failing—and that the
offside rule. On Tuesday he gave several rather start-
ling interpretations of the law, and disallowed three or
four goals for alleged infringements. On two of these
occarions his reasons for so doing were rather hard to
guess, but it is only fair to state thal on others there
was no doubt as to his being correct.

o
The Daily Chronicle, speaking of the defeat of the
Arsenal by Tottenham in the United League on Christ-
mas-Day says: ‘‘ Tottenham Hotspur’s rather surpris-
ing defeat of the Reds makes Luton’s championghip
reasonably certain, Itis high time the straw-plaiters
won something.”
S

The following 18 the table compiled to date :—
Goals
Plyd. Won Drn. Lost For Agst. Pts.

LnBON o in ivesseeens M0 Biae 1k 00 ¢SGR SIRDR NI
Woolwich ...... P e SRR L b O e
Tottenham ' .....s. G042 1s ol ST S58Y
Kettering ...... Caeias 6°..c 3. Lo 2 il il P
Millwall: ci. o o8 2 2 200r 40 i3 il (1t
Wellingborough ... 10 ..:20.4. 10 7 . 10 58 wh
Southampton ...... 0 L2l B2 e D O
Rushden'= ... Sive i TR [T S ) 2 S S e |
Loughborough ...... 8 s 0G0 Vb T iavd g 24 v il

S

The officials for the great match on the 29th of
January with Bolton Wanderers are announced as
follows :—Referee, J. Tillotson (Birmingham); lines-
men, J. Lovell (Leicester) and H. Whittaker (London).
The choice of referee could hardly have been bettsred

for Mr. Tillotson is undoubtedly a fit man for the post. |

I wonder if ‘‘ H.” Whittaker wiil after all tarn out to
be ‘‘ Nat.”
%

Luton have a stiff job on hand to-morrow with |

Manchester City, but if they maintain their form
of the last week or two there 18 no reason

why they should not win. Of course, the |

‘““Cite ” are a formidable lot, but weaker teams
than Luton have beaten them. There is sure to be a

great crowd present and a good sixpennyworth is bound
to be provided.
=

The table for the Second Division of the League
stands thus :—

Goals.

Plyd. Won Drn. TLost For Agst. Pts.

BUmley. . cneei. 10 ress 188 4 &9 Al @Y e S

Manchester City.. 15 .., 11 Bt % L (ISR It (S %4

Newcastle United 15 ... 10 Lo Sl SRR R e

Small Heath .... 16 ..10 .. 1 ., 4 ..32. 922..21

Leicester Rogge-.w 15 oo T o adios, e o~ 98 - =16 v iR

| Woolwich Arsenal 16 ... 8 .. 2 .. 8 .. 80 77 og.:-ia
Newton Heath .. 16 .. 7 O e senOhy o BTN M ST

Grimebyslowm ., s19 v Sifiii o0 8 i e R en

] bt oy T SRt e S T4 0 s o Bl 86 2 8D S L gl o

e WalsBlls oo g R R D LSS |0 s T T e T
| oughborodgh /us A6 va” 6 .. sl & HQS  uint 3 ina s g
Gainsboro’ Prinity 14 .o 5 .01 o0 § 025 i88. i

Darwen ...veeveee 1R Rt R ¢ i (o) TR T

Lancoln'Oiby - Soveidlby o S8 e 18 o il =k 46 9

Burton Swifts.... 14 .. 4 IR T R R

Blackpool........ 15 .. 8 TR e T R
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Luton’s record for the first four "rﬁomtha of the season

| reads :—Played 31, won 18, d _
85, against 44, PAWI A, LORY 4y goalE.for

FOOTER.
m
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