FOOTBALL.

(OUTON AND THE SECOND LEAGUE.
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WNLUCKY LOSS AT BMALL HEATH
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MoEwen SCORES A (F0AL

On Baturday the Lnton footlballers were presented
awith the extremely diffiovic task of defeating Small
featk on the Mudlanders’ ground at Birmingham.
Ehe ' Heathens "’ held 8 splendid record for perform-
LY T al lwme, &Hd tho ”iuughtﬂ UF ﬂﬂibtﬂrbthg o ‘wﬁlcb(};’};
wore not very stroog in the minds of the visitors, It
wag expected, however, that the " stripes” would give
dha “*blues ” a good game. The Lutopians, who were
still deprived of the services of Davies, MeCartney and
Wkins, travelled by the Midland train due to depart
frema Luton shorbly before 9 o’'clock, and about four
bours later they reached the capital of the Midlanda
‘o the hardware eity has come %o be known. They
ware poocompanied by an enthusiastie, if small, band of
sapporters. The weather was dull and the ground
distinotly omr the soft side; but there was a good
adbendavee—surprieingly good, indeed, when it was
boras in mind that West Bromwich Albion were
emgaged in & oup-tie with Shefficld Wednesday not
many miles away.

The start was fixed for 3 o'clock, at which time the
;ﬁeree (Mr. W. Henn) took charge of the following
sides : —

Small Heath: Goal, Clutterbuck: backs, Archer
aad Pratt ; balf-backs, Dunlop, Leaks aod Robertson ;
forwards, Hare and Oakes (right), Lewiz {centre),
Abbott and Wharton (left).

. Lmston Town: Goal, Williams:; backs, Docherty
and McEwen ; balf-backe, Perrine, Stewart {(capt.) and
- Birch; forwarde, Gallacher and Coupar {right},
- Denaldson (eentre), Little and Mclones (left),

The visiting captain lost the toss and this necessi-
gabed facing a wind which by turns blew straight down
the ground and chopped round so that the gusts
#ravelled from side to side. The *'stripes™ were
sarly in evidence and by means of pretty passiog made
thelr way to the home end. The Small Heath rvear-
"guard repelled them in good style, and the homesters |
advanced with coneiderable dash. Docherty waa
saaily beaten by the fleet and clever forwards and had
weot MoK wen dashed across at a crifical period the score
‘weould almost certainly have been opened. Az it was
'4he ball was sent careering towards mid-field. The
home contingent agaiv forced the play, however, and
‘@kewart and Docherty in turns became conspicuous for |
excellent defensive play. Some exceedingly attractive
play by Coupar was generously cheered, as was also &

‘good sample of combination by Little and Donaldson,
‘who hroke through splendidly. At a crucial momen§

$he ball was sent on to Gallacher, who was in an off- |

@ide . situation, and so the effort was unproductive.
‘Whe right wingers were shortly after again in evidence ; |
Ghallacher got clear finely, only to see his comrade |
-‘#end  weakly over the line. Next Pratt cleared |
nmeatly from Gallacher, the latter sfeering over |
dthe goal-line later on with an effort that |
desarved better luck than to travel wide. The
#trangers bad by this time settled down and were |
- iving an exhibition which was justly admired by the |
@nlookers, albeit there was a tinge of jealouely obser- |
vable in the expressions of satisfaction. Little made |
#he mistake of passing the ball to a elub-mate instead |
@f shooting when he found himself in a good position,
- #ho upshot being that the ball was got away. Mclnnes
®bbained possession smartly and broke away, though
- @nly to wituess another failure on the part of the |
~ inmide right. The outside left again became eon-
@spieucus, this time by getting offside. One of the
Luten supporters had in enthusiastic fashion expressed |
i appreciation of the efforts of *‘ Tommy,” and this |
~ waa seized upon by some of the hume admirers as & pre- |
~ $oxk for indulgiog in some ill-natured cheff, this pro-
@eediag to such lengths that a custodian of the peace

~ falk justified in admonishing the srowd o abstain from |
 letting them '* have so much of ‘Tommy.'” The spee- |
~ $ators showed themselves amenable to such warnin ﬁ. - |
_ fior the time being, at least. Meanwhile Gallasher ad |
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arrowly missed opening the scoring, while " R
waa doservedly spplauded for some effeotive play. At
ke Luton end the homesters were pulled up for off.
side, while a pretty run by Molnnes terminated with a
pas bo Gallacher which was not turned to acaount, The
jmall Heath balves were putting themaelves in evidence

§o some purpose ; at  the Luton forwards
were giving such a fine diap‘ng that they
bad matters pretty much their own way just now : in.
deed, they seemed to be able to do everything but score,
Abbott aftorwards found himself uwnimpeded at the
Luton [extremity—and tamely shot over the bar
Robertson and Leake performed more admirable worlk
feMowing which Birch sent the ball off at a ta.ngené
from goal. It ought to besaid that though the Lutonians
were having a deal the bhest of the exchanges the
" Heathens © proved themselves a very smart team:
they were very quick on the ball and played & fast
game, Wharton, who wasa strong favourite with the
svowd, got well under weigh on the left, snd then
sentred so weakly as 6o present a very easy task to the
defonders. The Small Heath man made smends in the
moxt minute by dispatching a beauty at Williams, which
that worthy fsted away splendidiy. A silly and totally
annecossary foul was committed by Birch with the
reanlt hat a goal was scored ; the free-kick wes well |
taken aud Oakes headed into the net, Willisms baviog |
a0 chance. After the re-starct Mclnnes gave Archer a |
Rof ono to deal with, and the baock acguitted himself
manfully. Gallacher failed to centre accurately on
receiviog a well-jodge pass, and the result was that |
Docherdy was called upon to clear, which he did |
brilliantly. Clutterbuck saved marvelloasly from Donald- |
gon and Molones, following whioh Gallacher wasz |
brutally charged by Piatt, the result being that he |
was burt. Next Donaldeon burst through deter-
minedly and forced a corner, from which Stewart |
asered smartly and thus brought the scores level. Ab-
boté shortly atterwards was sven in front of Williams |
with a grand opening, and he missed. First-rate play |
by Coupar enabled the Lutonians to make their way up |
§he field once more, some lovely head work by the |
“¢ atripes ~ being witnessed. They were b.aten back, |
thowgb, and at the Luton end McEwen conceded a |
sorner. Birch followed suit and Abbott put his side |
ahead affer Williams had effected a partial clearance, |
$'he seore wassmartly made ; but it seemed that the
gusbodian ought not to bare b-en ro easily beaten., Both
Lmton backs acquitted themselves well in the next |
minute or two, while beautiful play by DMclnnea and
Littie transferred the seene of operations to the home |
2alf. Little came into prominence by means of & use- |
fel sample of dexterity, following which Coupar bad |
hard iock in heading a trifie too high on taking a pass |
frem Bireh. A misunderstanding between the Luton |
zear-goard men almo:t produced disaster, the homse
forwards sending timely out of play.. Oakes landed |
She ball on the net; and followed this up by sending |
wide, wrhile Williams effccted a wonderful save from |
a rasping shot by Wharton, who was continuing to dis- |
fimguish himself, The leaders were now haviug & bit |
the best of matters ; but the Luton defence was gound, |
Williams and DMcEwen rendering themselves |
#enspioucus in turn. The ‘‘stripes” indulged
ia. & efrong attack subsequently and secared |
& fruitless eorner. Later on Wharton gave Williams |
more trouble, the Lutonian clearing grandly. At this
gtage the scores were equalised once more, this result- |
ing from am egregious hesitancy upon the part of Archer |
and Pratt. The ball had been sent between them, and |
while they were wendering which should take ib |
Donaldson rushed b:tween them and sent the ball past |
Clutterbuck. The goal was certainly lucky ; but it was |
well deserved by the acuteness of the visiting centre |
ferward. The home lot soon obtained the mastery, |
however, Following a free-kick a Lutonian pushed an |
adversary in the back within the 12 yards line, and My, |
Henn promptly awarded a penalty. Abbott took this |
and bad no difficulty in beating Williams. This hap- |
pened sbout 2 minute before half-time, and when the |
whistle sounded the scorer were : | |
T 5 o SMALL BEATH, 3 ; LUTON, 2, i
. The second half was not nearly so interesting as the |
~ frst, the play deteriorating vastly. It started with a |
 aasty foul by Small Heath, A long shot from a |
~ “Heathen ” travellod wide of the Luton posts, Abbott |
~ making a further mistake of a like nature. Docherty
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in front of

- was unfortunately off-side right |
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visitors" line § ~ . .

reeponsible fornmediutel}' afterwards, Wharton was
Lt & tame exhibition, follows "
R got down well, though Rty Bhbncas

back., Some disantiafm-kiﬁ  only %o be quiokly driven
prmﬂ“"ﬁ' when the ;‘ﬂ}érelé gi%: ?igl}egn"‘ﬂd vy the

L appest by the *‘blues” for a mrﬂrfg.mlfd a oonfident
Perriny in the home confines G ﬁt r. HKeceiving from

goal-mouth, The I (o8, aliacher sent across th
; _ ¢ Lutonians were justl i B
‘ouling and s0 hot was the attack '];g'h- {1 punished for
ﬁ;tz‘:sﬂk gha:hStewart headed over aifat}fﬁug;:gd ?be
- . nother | o B
Liqtonian near hi??ﬁfxﬂ ofollinwelcome SRRSO by &
disaster, Williame ﬂﬂ’m%in 1 Very uearly produged
&h.( cEwen oleared finely a littFe l:tnrpl(ﬁ% mﬁl";em; bt to
- ;: atazd that the pace bad slackenod sonside rt bbb s
At She play was now somewhat t i Ay
excellencn whioh had characterised th Mo g
rivale. prior to $he interval, Do;:herte efforty of the
opposition with a corner from whish Hy g
suceeeded in sooring, the ball going s litile wide neily
Fost.. A good deal of kicking into touch F,; Ak Ofv =
bn and the play was by no means free F;;?om fiﬂ lm.du;ged
tﬁlﬂﬁ tha greatest offenders in this ‘Lregarduprmm
bl;eéjl;alﬁnﬁ;::gs Bhoﬂt»tﬂth.ut aucoess, and ghen -Z 2}522 ;
on Stewart brought relief, MeEwen
sent over the bar with the free-kick. "t gty
5’;2:8 ::;Ilidlrly mt;fort-nnate soon ::f.i:rilefgls M;Il:i??S ‘
. appened to the Lutoni: ] ! g
R Wit o Lo 5 e 1 L7
e Bw;gil l% :t:l?mptmg to clear, scored a grand geal |
ath., Williams was evidently amaged, |
and he was the picture of mortification as he. gazed |
ruefolly at his comrade. Truth to tell * Mao 3 :
peared no less sorrowful. A eouple of corners w@?;
conoet!ed to the ** Heathens” and for some time 51; '
Lutonians did not recover from the diaappoin%zﬁ:efg |
| which “'Mac’s” misfortune had plunged them into ; |
indeed, they never did completely, for they sgemed £ |
lose their heads. So unaocceptable were the tactics 2
indeed, that the referee felt called npon to oaubion |
MecBwen. (Good exhibitions by the custodians were
the moat noteworthy point: in & very ansaticfactory
_gecond half. Itought to be observed that Perrins left |
the ficld, baving sprained his thigh. Ab one siage
McEwen marrowly missed heading through his own
goal. while the same player gave away ancthber sorner,
Foul suceeeded foul as the game progressed ; and is
musk be confessed that the bulk of these were awardead
against Luton. The ultimate resulf of a stubborniy

eontested game was: |
SwaLL Heatn, 4; Loron, 2.

" It ought to be added that a seofion of the spectators
who bad rendered themselves conspicuous by their
demonstrative bshaviour gathered near the grasd-
stand at the close snd, in language distinotly more |
forcible than polite, informed the Luton players what
they thought of them a3 they filed off the ground.
 The burden of the expressions consisted of strongly
worded advice to play the game—and the Small Heath

supporters exemplified a peculiarly slose acquaintance
- with the vulgar tongue., Happily they drew the line
‘at this, and s0 an‘wa,g_ well, The Luton team were
sntertained %o tea at the Oolonnade Hotel after the
‘mstob, and reached home shortly after 19, the Midiaad
‘Company having stopped the Scotsman at Luton for
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It was an enthasiastie if small band of supporvbers
thet set out with the ° atripes” to Hmaall Heath on
Saturday, and it ineluded myself as the sole ropresen-
tative of looal journalism. The trip wasa very pieasant
one, if the reault of the visik was not so satisfactory as
might have been wished so far ag the secring was
sonoerned, ' |
&

~ Koronoe in & way my ideas of the probable outocome
. were pessimistio, despite the fact that somo admirers
- prophesied a draw aond even & win for the Lutonians,
' I could not lose sight of the splendid homse record of
the ** Heathens,” nor sould I forget that the Luton side
was not at full strength, for Davies and MosCartney
l were atill absentees. S
B
What happened in the early part of the first hall
was an agreeable surprise to me. V¥hen the *‘stripes ”
had settied down they played so finely as to bz *‘all
| over ”’ their opponents, clever lot as were the latter.
Indeed, five minubes from the interval I began &5 thiok
there was a very good chanoe of ebtaining a coupla of
Pﬂiﬁtﬂq : | &

%

But then came the great misfortune of the day for the
Lutoniavs, a penalty-kick belng awarded agrinzt them.
Thowugh I am convinced that an offence was committed

!I did not think it serious enough te warrant the ex-

jrems penalty being imposed, for it seems to me
that a slight push is over-punisbed by s goal being

obtained. s

- 3 _

Williams made s gallaut effort to save ; but Abboit
was too skilful for him, and we had the mortification
of knowing that the “‘ blues” kad obtained &n advaniage
to which theirdisplay had cerfainly not entitied them.
The Luton players were necassarily chagrined, and they
were very outspsken on the matter at the intarval and

after the matoh.

*

Even yet the oup of misforbune for the * slripes”
‘was not full. Tae second half had been in progress
somes minates when MoEwen, in attempling to kiek
away & shot by Wharton, geored & lovely goal for
Small Heath. This is only the second timae ia his time
with Luton that “ Mac” has bsen similarly unfortu-
nats, the other occasion baing when he presanted the

% Oalies ” with a noteh.
: i it

" Thouzh deeply disappointed at the downfall I could
nof repgresa apla;ytlgh whet I looked at Williams, He
glared at ‘“ Mac” in reproachful fashion, and his ex-
 pression might have melted a heart of stons. The home
supporters were fain to concede that the point was ex-
cpedingly fucky. .

14 wag pob altogether to be wondered at that affer
Itwlot :3:11 eruel sgamplei of Fortune’s disfavour the
visitors should have played & worse game than bafore
the interval. They did not, it 1a $rue, throw up the
gponge” altogether ; but for the most part their efforts
 wers devoid of that dash and brilliancy which had

marked them in the early porbion of the gamse. l,..u .

. mhere wore a great many fouls in the seoond moiety
? Enr-gl"l:rregard fo% the trath eompels the sdmisaion that
the majority of these were awarded _a_zm':}a,t; Lutoun. It
wag not altogether oreditable %o tha ‘‘abripes” that

this ghoald ba the oase, though few of the fouls ware
“of the vicicns order. * |
It was from an extremoel

o was obtained in the 'ﬂ{“f' _ .
n:illg:ha:f:gre - punia_hed for unduly vigorous charging

- L

silly foul by Bireh that a
gﬁlﬁ, and both he and

i1 .J' ’ ' - : | 4 11--
| 1aid to their charge, for 16 had ite effect on the game.
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It was from an extremely silly foul by Birsh that a
goal was obtained in the firset half, and both be and '

- Gallagher were punished for unduly vigorous charging
after the interval. It was a pity that this had to be
laid to their charge, for it had its effoct on the game.

#

|

' The attitude of the specta‘ors was hostile on the !

whole, though many in the erowd were to be found
ghouoting for Luton., ©ne gentleman with an espescially
isucous voice roused #he ire of one of the Luton sup-
porters and he was partioularly offensive in that |
would-be witty style which is #o often seised upou by |
| Ignoramuges. ' -
' L

Another of the Lutonlans in the early part of the
game allowed his jubilation fo lead him into erymg§
3

| **Glo it, Tommy.”’ Thiz was eagerly seized upon by
 the growd aa the pretext for jeering remacks to the
Laton left wingers, The Lutonians wisely remained
gilont © but the behaviour bacame so oifensive a3 fo
oall forth stern remonstrances from & polise officer
|

|

 present. _

What of the play! Well, the * Heathens” ara by

- no means to be despised. Qa the conkrary they ars a
very smaih team of young players, guick on the ball
and speedy when in wid-field and very dangerous
when near goal, At the same {ime I consider their
chances of repeating Saturdays performance when
h they come to Luton very remote. '
2
- Having said that the ‘“siripes” played a rabtling
good game until the period of the penalty kick I should |
like to abztain from further oriticiam ; but some will |
require to know more of the performanoces of individual |

players.

i Briefly, then, Little was net by any means a success
at inside .left. He occasionally did well; but his
mistakes were more frequent than were his samples of |
good play. Perrins was weak at right half, and neither
Bireh nor Docherty were so guccessful ag in the previcus
week,. though the lsfi half played pluckily. |
. . +

I The most admirable exhibition was that of Coupar,

l who worked throughout unfaggingly and was re. |
peatedly’ conspicuous. The left wing defenders did |
not know what to make of him, and had his shooting
heen & wee bit more mccurate his display wounld have

been perfect.
- £

} Ionaldson was, as usual, a very hard worker. He
waa carefully watched ; but despite that be mauaged |
 to break through frequently, and he was always |
 dangerous when he got near Olutterbuck. The way in
" which he scored Luton’s second goal was splendid and
 greatly delighted all of us whe had journeyed from

' Luton.
Bt e

Gallacher did some very pretty work, some of his
centres being exoellent. His shooting waa not up fo
' the customary standard. Molones was repeatedly |
prominent, his neat heading and tricky passes baing

very useful. ' _
- 3 |

Ste wu"t at oentre half and Docherty at right back

were in pretty good fettle, though the latter was nos
8O reliabI;e uysgllmnt Walsall. McEwen, save for his

disastrous blunder, played a fine game, his clearances
being maxvellons at times. T Eras.

"
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but he had no earthly chanes with the other ahotw—
especially MoBwen's,

& I R . B T N L e R

k3

I have said that the ““ Heathens” are a smart’ o%
The forwards are sprightly and clover and they knew
 how $5 shoot. The halves are moderate, save saad

Robertson is a grand player, while the backs sad
L2

é .1 confess that Mr. Heon did not etrixe me very
favourably as reforee. He was as faic as could be; bub
he made several glaring blunders.
' *
The return joarney was rcadered all th® more phoas-
ing by the fact that she Midland Company consentad to
atop the Scotaman at Laton, the saloon beiag atiached
‘at Leicestor. I'be restof us had & comiortable bow’s
ride in one of the eorridor carriages.
~ Other Second League matohes on Saturday were ¢—
 Woolwich Arsenal beat Geimsby, at Grimsby, 413
Walsall beat Darwen, at Darwen, Z-1; Loicester
| Fosse, playing at home, defeated Lincoln City, 3—k
The League table after these games stood thus :—

3
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