NEWCASTLE UNITED DREFEATED.

i

A MEEITORIOUS VIOTORY,

ton Town defeated Manohester City in the
ng'&:‘;nd Divisien on t[m firat dg.y af thﬂtyprﬂﬂﬁnt
1008 ﬂ'.‘ wag obgerved that this was doing & good turn to
i'ﬂ“aﬂtlﬁ United, who were making a bold bid fur
awW 4 place on the League table, and subsequent events
gecon coved ‘this to 'be correct. On Eaturduy morning
M%?;ited were'but a single point behind the Man.
the 4 with a game in band, and the encounter
ﬂunmdinglf gained in importance from the bearing it
M;t be expected to bave upen, the competitors for
mmbonoﬂl‘ of figuring in the test matchen, and it wos |
t ﬁ anticipated hereabouts that the ““stripes” would
fully ood tura to the ity by dﬁft}atmg_ the Newcaatle
du&l‘;’rhwmrmed the firat meeting of the rival sides
Jot. was little reliable evidenoe on which to form
i as to the probable ontcome, It was re-
bered, huwever.jtha_t the qumd bad failed at
gonthampton in the English ?‘up tle a week previously,
od it was felt thatb what the “‘seasiders” ¢ould aceom-
Al b the Lutonians onght algo to be able to manage.
ﬁ:} gontending clubs had mlle‘d upon their strongest
vailable sides. For the United the nawes finally
8 Jacted were those of the players who had performed at
R0 “thampton, while the Lutonians had MecCartney
ﬂud Davies ‘back in their customery positions and Birch
fﬁuring onthe leit wing iu lieu of Little, whose recent
displays have not been giving anything like
ntmf;aﬁinn.;T he Newcastle team journeyed southwards
o Fridayaod put up for the night in London, proceed-
ing to Luton on Saturday forenoon, 'They were re-
ported by Mr. Watt (the Seoretary)to be in first-rate
trim. It had been thought that there would be a
large * gate ” and exoursion trains from London had
been arranged ; ‘but for some reasons wunexplained the
attendance did not realise expectations. There were
not, indeed, more than about 3,000 present. The con-
ditions were regarded as being favourable tothe Luto-
niang, for the ground was distinctly on the soff eide as
the result of rain and f}'oat.

The sides were constituted thus :— ,

Imton 2 Goal, Wﬂliam_a s backs, MoCartney and
MoEwen:; half-backs, Davies, Stewart, and Docherty ;
forwards, Gallacher and Coupar (right), Donaldson
(centre), McInnes and Birch (left).

Neweastle United: Goal, Watts ; backs, White and
Jackson:; 'half-backe, Ghee, Ostlf.?r and Stott ; forwards,
Allan and Harvie (vizht), Peddie (centre), Smith and
Cgmphelh(lefb)' ' .

Referee, Mr. J. Stark ; neutral linesmen, Mesars, J.
vH. Taylor (Aspley Guise) and A. Peters (Kettering).
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u:‘%a;art was once more unsuccessful in the toss and
the locals started from the railway end. There was
little disadvantage in this, however, for there was no
wind to speak of, The visiting forwards were first to
become prominent, and Davies cleared. From auother
attack McEwen followed suif, and subsequently Stott
pulled up the home right wingers smartly. Donaldson
was applauded for a shot at goal which though uusue-
cesaful was a good one. MceCartney relicved
and the home cenire forward again bhecame
conspicuous. The operations werealready very fast and
exciting, both sides exerting themselves well. A
dardgerous run by the Uanited left wingers was stopped
by Smith getting off-side. Gallacher was checked by a
similar infraction, McEwen finding it requisite to clcar
from the free-kick. A foul against Stewart for hold-
ing an opponent did not long deter the locals, for in
the next minute a corner was forced by Birch.
Docherty sent in grandly from this;; but Watts fisted
away well. MecCartney sent into goal excellently,
though without the desired result acerming. Of-side
stopped the visitors’ right, and then the left wingers
put in & capital run. Gallacher sent behind with an
overhead shot. The home right got under weigh
pneatly from a well-judged pass by Donaldson ; but
when Coupar seemed almost certain to score the bhall
cannoned off arn opponent. Juat later DMcCartney
effected an admirable eclearance at the home end,
while fullowing a foul against Jackson, who wa= unduly
vigorous just now, the ball was steered over the New-
castle goal-line. The United right wing pair advanced
by mears of pretty passing ; ‘but they were soon
gtopped, the Lunton defenders playing a fine game.
Gallacher managed to gei clear and struck the har
with .a fast shot, and when the ball rebounded into
play Birch had little difficulty in gcoring the first goal
of the matech. This initial success fell to thée home
lot when play had been in progress abont a quarter of
an hour, and the epectators expressed their gratifica-
tion in no half-hearted fashion. The visitors made a
clamorous appeal to the referee: but Mr. Stark
awarded the point, After the re-start Campbell put
in a hot shot which Williams saved well, and a second
attempt by the same player was adjudged to have been
made from an off-side situation. A nasty foul was
eommitted on Donaldson by Ostler and another on
Coupar by Stott, the little right winger being badly
charged in the back. The exhibition of roughneas by
Newcastle led to a demonstration on the part of some
grand-stand ocecupante, whereupon Mr, Staddon
sternly cautioned the offenders. An impertinent obser-
vation by.one of the malcontents drew from the éirentﬂr
Lthe outspoken declaration that “ We don’t /mean to
have our ground c%aed." MecCartney became prominent
on two occasions, Campbell once being pulled up very
neatly. Birch was respongible for a good run which
led to Stott effecting a good clearance. McEwen gave
4 capital exhibition, while Jackson conceded a eorner
to Coupar. From this Gallacher sent well into the
mouth of goal and a big struggle ensued. Stewart
headed in and Dopaldson wound up by sending the

ll past Watts, It seemed to most, however, that the
goal had to be credited to the home ecaptain, the ball
appearing to go over the line from his header, Xollow-

1ng the resumption the ‘‘stripea” nttacked and Watts
was called npon to clear. Birech became prominent

for some good play, after which Smith fouled

Coupar very badly. Birch sent over the goal-line
from the free-kick. McCartney was cheered for a
8plendid clearance and Stott was punished, for a
foul on Coupar, the right-winger being badly tripped
when he was becoming dangerons. Some exciting play
hear the Newcastle goal resalted from the free-kick
8nd Jackson presented bis opponents with a farther
eorner. Smith was penalised for fouling Davies and &
couple of free-kicks were awarded against Ostler for
rough play and Peddie for off-side. Allan later on shot
Splendidly from the extreme wing and the ball app#ared

going in just under the bar when Williams
effected a wonderful save. Jackson landed the ball on
the net with a long attempt, and Smith steered wide of
the mark. After more first-rate work by MeCartaey
Peddie secured and shot finely, Williams making a

Brand save, Two or three of the United forwards tried |

their hand at shooting ; but the custodian was proof
8ainst all their efforts. Stewart next headed iuto toe
€0dl-mouth and Coupar miased what appeared to be an
excellent ochance of adding to the home total. Galla-
cher oalled upon Watts to exert. himself, and then
Williams had to save from Allan. The Lutoa rizht
wingers became dangerous once more, the keeper being
called upon to clear. 1avies rushed up when Gallacher
Was palpably off-side and sent across to Mclnnes, who
Promptly sent into the net, thus scoring what appeared
to be a grand goal. The referee at first seemed in-
tlined to concede the point; but after consultation
With one of the veatral linesmen (Mr. Peters) he
& owed the appeal, much to the dis=zatisfaction
the spectators. The point certainly seemed legiti-
iﬁ‘ﬂ% Melnnes being behind the ball when Davies played
t. Nothiug forther of impertance transpired before
M‘_‘Fﬂh which arrived a mioute later, aud s0 the
Poaitions at the time for crossing over were -
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half-time, which arrived a minute later, aud so the
positions at the time for crossing over were :

Luyon, 2; NEWCANSTLE, 0.

In the seeond half Campbell and Peddie exchanged
positions, a change which worked extremely well, Yhe
first event of importance was a foul by Donaldson on
Ostler, this being followed by several throws-in on the
Nowcastle right. TFrom a toul on Donaldson Docherty
gent high over the bar. Next a corner was forced by
Luton, Watts clearing, An exciting serimmage ensued
in the Newoastle gonl and it seemed certain that a score
would acerue ; but the danger was averted by the cool-
ness of the visitore’ rearguard. The United attacked
-smartly, Docherty clearing n a manner that was
thoroughly appreciated by the onlookers. Jackeon
became conapicuous for good defensive work, following
which Gallacher dashed off at high speed and siruck
the side of the net with an exceedingly hot shot,
Pavies centred neatly to McInnes, who sent behind,
being bowled over mercilessly as he was steadying him-
aelf to shoot., Jackson again distinguished himself, a
foul being subsequently awarded against Davies.
Gallacher terminated a strong attack by sending out
erratically, a performance which was emulated by
Harvie when that player had worked hiz way up well.
MecInnes made a gallant attempt fo score, Stoté
managing to get in the way in the nick of time.
Campbell raced away at high speed, hotly pursued by
PDavies, and ar the forward neared the 12 yards line
he was pushed in the back. The resultant
free-kick was net productive. More excellent
work wes eredited to Jackson, ag the result of which
Allan was placed in a position for testing Williams.
The keeper seemed to misjudge the ball and it rolled
into the neb, much to the chagrin of the spssctators.
Thus the home lead was reduced with a goal which
was distinetly lucky. The Urpited were stimulated by
this success and they played up so strenuouxly after-
wards a8 to lead the home supporters to conclude that
the result was by no means a certaiaty for Luton, as
they had begun to fondly imagine. An especially
sturdy attack was grandly repelled by the Lutonians,
Stewart being in the thick of the fray. Gallacher ob-
tained possession and set off at top speed down the
wing ; by this time the visitors had awoke to the fact
that the right-winger was to be watched and the out-
come was that ‘“ Gally” was too much impeded to
become dangerous just now. In the next minute,
though, the same player sent across splendidly, this
leading to a neat clearance by Watts. A foul against
the ‘¢ black and white” on MecInnes was noticed, Birch
missing rather badly from the free-kick. From a
centre by Peddie Harvie shot swiftly and Williams
gsaved. Donaldson next broke through in sharacteristic
style and the result of a single-handed run wasthat the
home centre man scored o glorious goal. The enthusi-
astic applause whieh greeted this feat was thoroughly
. deserved. This renewed success was regarded as put-
fing the issue beyond doubt, inaamuch as there was
but about a quarter of an hour to play.
The homesters were mnow on good terms with
themaalveaz and they continued to give a capable show.
The Unitz' were by no means done with, however, for
on one oceasion they managed to get the ball into the net,
The whist’ had previously blown for off-side, though,
and g0 the notch did not connt, Stott dealt unmerci-
fully with McCartney, who had been playing a geaud
forcing game. McEwen sent np nicely from the fro:-
kick and Whatts was required to exert himself. Then
Donaldson headed in from an off-side position, and
Ghee wag penalised for a laughable eample of deliberate
lli'lﬂhng. From the free.kick Stewart headed over the
bar, Williams saved neatly from Smith, while
Docherty kicked awsy finely whep Stewa:t bad been




pulled up for fouling Campbell. This wasan eapecially
narrow shave for:the locals for a score meemed certain
when the left half dashed acrosg splendidly. Wattis
brought down the house with a magnificent save from:
Donaldeon and Coupar while on the ground. More
fouls were taken cognisance of by the referee, and an
unproductive eorner to Luton was the last event of
interest in the game. The eventual result was a well-
merited vietory for the better side on the day’s play
with the following figures:

LuTON, 3; NEWCASTLE, 1.




_ After-the N*ewcastlé match m Sat : i
_ ; tich aturday T k 1ef
oi)‘u?ersammn with Mr. Watt, the United gecm?a,dr; b{ge‘f '
ﬁ mltedﬁthe frank admission that the better side on |
ne day’s play had undoubtedly won. 'This concesgion

ought to suffice to prove that - '
degerved their viatary}i caision i |
i

That the visitors tried their utmont
couple of points was unmistakegble, amdt[;r}fgzti%eii
position in the League table is borne i mind it will
ff’&dl.ly l::a understood why this should be, The
~8tripes ” wanted the brace of chalks very badly : bug
they were not nearly o valuable to the locals aa?they :

vwvﬂli:cgi”h&?e been to the wearers of the ‘* black and |
- 4

For a win would have meant that the “would have |
headed Manchester City, who are new}'ﬂecond on ?EE '
list. The struggle between the two combinations for |
| pride of place is being very keenly fought, and it was
somewhat significant that the ‘‘ coalies” should have

been put out of the race~—for the time being. at any |
rate—Dby the Southerners, ’ . J
' e

It was only right that the Lutonians should do this
good turn to the Manchester Club, for they had dashed
the hopes of the Mancunians very severely on J anuaAry
1st by piling up three goals to none agzainst therm.
Lhere would be great rejoicing in the Manchester camp
on Saturday night when the intelligence arrived of
this fresi achievement of the Luton Leaguers.

E

A significant fact is that one of the three defeats sus-
tained by Manchester was administered by Luton, and
that prior to Saturday the players from ** Coaly Tyne”
had succumbed only four times, twice to Burnley.
They had not dropped a point at home, except to the
League leaders,

s

The significance of Luton’s performance will be
recognised when these facts are pondered upon. It
wag in the natural order of things unlikely that Luton |
would succeed in beating the formi-da;{ale lot from the |
| North : but then the “‘stripes ” are able to boast that
they have only tasted the bitterness of defeat on one
oceasior in the Lieague on their own ground, '

3

It was the fine victory of Southampton in the previous
week that led many of us to think that the Jocal cham-
pions would find it possible to secure the coveted League
pointe. The argument used was that if So’ton found it
possible to win, Luton—a superior side to the ‘‘sea- |
giders,” as proved by the season’s displays-——ought not |
to be outlayed on their own piteh. | e

R
A critic from the North attributed the failure of |
Newcastle to the weakness of the half-backs, observing
that they were bad enough at Southampton but in- |
finitely worse at Luton. We all knew that the half- |
backs were regarded as the backbone of the team and
were surprised that they did not give a better account
of themselves.
) - 4

At the rame time it must not be forgotten that in
the Luton quintette the Newcastle halves had to face
one of the cleverest and trickiest front ranks in the
Second Division. Any half-back might be pardoned for
failing against a right wing such as was that of Luton
on Saturday or against ruch a dashing centre forward.

=X

- Let me confess, before proceeding to critically deal |
with the merits of the respective sides, that I was
agreeably surprised with the comparative absence of
roughness from the Newcastle display. There was
plenty and to spare, one must adwmit, but nothing to
seriously grumble at when one bears in mind the
physigue of the players and the importance of the

game.
o

Of course Jackson and Stott were guilty of some very
reprehensible offences. The former, however, improved
vastly after a time and he played a magnificent game fo
the end, his kicking being superb. Stott was more
deserving of censure, for he endeavoured to make up by
brutality what he lacked in clevermess. Doth he ‘and
Jackson had all their work cut out by the home right




| to the third notch being registered. His was a smart |

| charging.

no means & sSUcCCess.

b

Jackson had all their work cubt out by the home right |
wing. .
b+ &

Proceeding in a discursive fashion which may be
excused for once in a way, let me say that I was dis-
appointed at the comparative smallaess of the *“ gate.” |
Despite the excursions from London, the attractivencss
of the fixture and the suitability of the weather there |
was only a very moderate attendancs, Supporters
ought to attend good matehes much better than they
are doing, for nobody is entitled to find fault with the
recent pexformances of the feam.

-+

Now for the game. I was delighted with the |
exposition given by the "' stripes,” who deserved to the
full all the success they obtained—and a little more.
It has been hinted %o me that Newcastle bad hard
luck. They had, certainly ; but then did not Luton ?

Es
I cannot yet understand why the referece disallowed
the goal scored by Mclnnes just before the interval.
If it was on the ground ef off-side—as I must supposs
—the decision was manifestly incorrect, for MeInnes
was certainly on side when Davies played the ball,

X

Talking about goals, let me present hearty congratu-
lations to Donaldson on his magnificent play which led

score at Small Heath ; buf this was smarter and every
cheer that greeted it was thoroughly deserved. It was
a superb trinmph of individualisma—and under the
circumstances which applied nothing but a single-
handed dash could bave succeeded.

*

Whilst alluding to Donaldson I must be permitted
to make a digression and compliment him upen bis
pluck in turning out at all. It was stated to me that |
he was not be any means fit ; and yet he gave a sterling |
show. More power to him, say l. |

x

We were all glad to see McCartney do himself justice
on his resumption. ‘‘Mac” did quite the right thing
by infusing plenty of dash into his play, and repeatedly |
he succeeded where many ancther back would have
been beaten owing to over-cautiousness. Such exhibi- |

tions as Saturday’s are of great value, no matter what |
some would-be clever pecple may opine.

w

The splendid performance of the right wingers has
already been touched upon ; but amplification may be
desirable. Gallacher’s centres were infinitely more
dangerous than in the previous week, and Coupar’s
tricky methods succeeded, despite some very hbeavy

*e

The left wingers must be considered as having given |
o snccessful display. Birch worked untiringly and
was ready to put up with hard knocks—and- to return |
them—whilst Little * Tommy ’’ was always to be relied |
upon. I am certain that the inside position is the
right place for Mclnnes, and am hoping to see him
played there often now that it has dawned upon the
authoritiea that the previous occupant of the post is by

*

The halves were not to be found fault with. Stewart
was in great form, and the way in which he shadowed
Peddie was a treat. In Campbell he had a bigger
handful; but he did not suffer the old Sunderland
man to do much useful work. Stewart’s supporters
were also dependable, Docherty putiing in some

gplendid centres.
o

McCartney has bad his meed of praise, d now a

3 is due to McEwen, who was almc ¢ irupassable.
vVl’ir\?ililia.rns was in capital ’fettle, and oue at least of h.s

saves was good enough for an initernational,

*

he Newecastle forwards were not so dangerous as
we'Ir‘e_‘the opposing quintette ; yet they were a useful

4
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't is atated that two had played for ‘‘the team of all

)
:
| 1ot. It will be admitted that they ought to be when
r.

the talents,” one for 3rd Lanark and a fourth for

Preston North End. Even with these credentials they

‘3 not frighten the hume defenders, who paid no
slegp;:; to ’fheu: record but pulled them up withoud




{  The performance of the Vnited halves las™ been
| inferentially referred to. Stoti (the captain) is an old
¢ Grimsby plaver, and had it not been fpr his nasty fouls
| his game would have been admirable, The others were
| & buxly pair; but they were unable to eope with the
| epeedy front rankers opposed to them, o
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' Apart from his prousness for attracting the attention
- of the referee by his reprehensible tactics, Jackson gave

| & very fine exposition indeed ; and it is my judgment
 that he is one of the best left backs who have yet
- visited Luton. White was overshadowed, Watte did
- well in goal and effected some very smart elearances,

A8 to the refereeing I confese. to having been agree-
ably disappeinted. Mr., Stark gave what seemed to me
the best exhibition that we have seen from him. Iam
giad to be in & pogition to say this, as it has in the past
?_een my untortupate lot to bave to severely eriticige |
him. - , .

e
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By the way, I was glad to notice that Mr. Jackson, |
he Lnton Seeretary, was well enough to be present at

he Newcastle match. He kad been badly indispozed
luring the week. |

=

The outcome of Monday’s match with Woolwich
eaves the championship practically a certainty for
Lunton. Had they won it would bhave been impossible
or the Arsenal to displace them from the head of
he table ; as the matter stands now it is just possible.

XX
Ii Luton lose their two remaining fixtares (Arsenal |
vt home apd Lovghborough away) mnd the Arsenal
win their six (including Luton, Southampton and the |
Spure, all away) the “‘reds” will beat us by a couple
vf points at the finish. But they are not very likely
o do so, and I shall be very greatly surprised if the
[oton lead is not by several pointe when the end of the
ea500 CoOMes,

s

There ig & story going the rouunds that some faint-
hearted persone tumbled out of the ftrain at Luton
when they learned of the alterations in the *‘stripes ”
team and deelined to go to witness the elaughter which
was to take place. These must have regretted their |
fearsomeness when they learned of the result.

b

A well-known supporter of the Luton club whispered |
to mo his idea that we were to be heaten by three
goals, I did not agree with him, much as the team
had been eifted up, though I confess I regarvded the |
encounter with gome apprehension. |

=

The Tact that the men were robbed of vietory just av
the close ig the more aannoying to me in that I have |
persistently throuzhout this season declared my opinion
that the *““stripes ” are a better side than the ‘‘reds.” |
Even as it ir, however, a draw at Woclwich points fo
a win at Luton, and if that should happen I shall feol
justified in claiming that my contention has been borne |

out.

e

The hero of the match was undoubtedly Durrant, who
was given his opportunity and took full advantage of
it. He played a splendid game, being consistently full
of dash and absolutely fearless of the sturdy defendera
who were opposed to him. His only fault was' a ten-
denecy to get off-side too frequently.

At

Durrant, who ie worth retaining by the Town Club,
is o Luton lad and ie just over 18 years of age. He has
played at outside right for the Luton Stanley, and has
not previously appeared at outside lefs. He played at |
outaide right for Bedfordshire recently against Leices-
tershire and scored the only goal which was cbtained
by bhis county.

e

It would be absurd to reproduce the idea ot the

Morning Leader that the new cutside left was the best [

forward on the ficld ; but he sertainly played in sur-
prigingly good style and deserves the warmest con-
gratulationz, It would seem that we have digcovered

a useful outside lett,
: 3

Frankly gpeaking, I must say that the game was nov
a great one. Somehow or other teams like Luton and
the Arsenalinever meet, without introducingunnecessary
vigour, and that occurred on Monday, Some of the
men ** went for ” each other as though the fate of the
country depended npon the game.: Mr. Peters was |
 dJown upon ” this roughness for the most part, how-

5
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So far as the play was concerned my impression Was

that Luton were the better side, and that they desérved

to win, They were engaged in attacking for almost

two-thirds of the game. The Arsenal were tightly

Donaldson and Gallacher wellin the running. Durrant
" has had his meed of praise, while one cught to confess
that Little skaped better tkan usual.- . |

penned in durivg the opening 20 minutes of the second
half, | |
X

The “stripes’” forwards were far the better lot.
Meclnnes was to my miod the best of the bunch; with

!

Qtewart waz thought unfit to play, and it is a
gingular fact that hoth Arsenal goals were secured as |
the results of mistakes on his part. It war a thousand
pities that lie gave away a corner when the end was 80

near.
ks

Docherty was the best of the halves; but Davies
performed some usgeful work. The backs were in fine

torm, McCartney’s rushes succeeding again. Williams

effceted one grand save and at other times did well.

e

My opinion of the Arsenal centre man was not very
good ; indeed, Hannah and Brock pleased me most In
the front rank. The halves were not the equals of
those opposed to them ; but the backs proved them-
selves reliable. . Ord was trustworthy, though thig time
he failed to etop the penalty Kkick.

=

There was & good crowd present, and many spectators
were to be heard shouting for Luton, I do not accept |
the statement, however, that those were supporters of
the ’Spurs. Upwards of £70 was taken, so that the |
two meetings at Woolwieh have yielded £140. If £100
in taken at Laton, the clubs will have a xes ,ectable sum |

for division.
i+

The referee was not altogether a success. He pulled
Durrans vp more than onoe for off-side when the player
wag in a perfectly legal position, while he passed
qeveral infractions of the other side. On the whole,
however, his decisions were satistactory.

ok
We ghall watch the progress of the Arsenal now with

edeubled interest, for a elip on their part means
zhampionahip honours for Luton, They are pretty

certain to come down at least once,

W

Qaturday Rushden beat Loughborough, at
_+Logghbn:9§lgh, F1—0 ; Woolwioch and Millwall drew,

| ab Plumstead, 2—2. &
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