 FOOTBALL.

LUTON TOWN v. SMALL HEATH.

#ORY POINTS FOR THE ‘‘BRUMS,"

ebruary 12 the ‘‘Btripes” were compelle
1 ,.d?n?t lrmm at Small Heath in a Suuundp Lesg;z
 fixture bY 4—2; on Saturday last, on their own ground,
B agoin failod agninet the ** Heathens,” the margin
X this oocanion being o single goal in favour of the
- Birminghsm players. The homesters, who were at full |

b. played one of the worst games of the &
ngﬁu;gﬂghly deserved the beating whioh' tha; T;:
 tained. The visitorawere without two or three of their
~ yegular performere. ~There was only a moderate
é "ﬂenﬂﬁﬂﬂer and it may be that t'].'m idea which pre-
| ed that Luton were presented with an easy task had
: mething to do with this, ’.[:he weather was bright
~ and fing, while the ground was in firat-rate condition,

The contestants wera o follows : —

Lauton ° Gonl, Williama ; backs, McCartuey and
MoEwen ; half-backs, Dovies, Stowart, and Docherty ;
forwards, Gallacher m;n.d Coupar (right), Donaldson |

: {mtl‘ﬂ)n MoInpes and ireh (laft),
Small Heath: Goal, Webb; backs, Archer and
 Pratt; half*banks._‘l)nnlup. Leake and Robertson ; for- |
wards, Inglis and Good (right), Higging (centre), Abbhott
and Onkea (left). ;

Roferee: Mr. A. G. Kingscott (Derby); linesmen,
poesrs. W. J. Jones (Leioester) and J. Lowles (Derhy). |

The home captain won the toss and played from the
Farm end. The ** Heathens ' pressed at the outset, ’
put were soon beaten back and the homesters advanced,

herty sent wide, and Dunlop gave away a corner,
which was well cleared. A lovely centre by Gallacher
came to Birch right in front of Webb, but the left- |
winger Was off-side. Hands agninet Davies was
awarded, and w}wn Williame had kept the hall ont
grom the free-kick Robertson darhed up and sent
through with a hard, low drive from a long range, |
The score, Which Was well-deserved, was obtained rome
five minutes from the outsetf, nui‘. the spectators lonked
glam. Gallacher was pulled up for off-zide immediately
after the re-start and when AMclnnes had headed he-
hind, a gond centre from the right wing travelled
across to Donaldson and MaoInnes, both of whom failed
40 gecure possesgion. Had _they succeeded in doing 8o a
poore would almost certainly bave vesulted, for the
Small Heath goal was not well protected juat now,
Leake resented a corper to the *‘slripes ;" this way
well taﬁun by Gallacher, yet only a throw-in was pro-
dunced. Archer followed Leake’s example, and on this
ogeasion an ¢xtremely narrow miss was oredited fo
Qtewars. One of the linesmen was loudly laughed at for
a mistaken decision a8 to a throw-in from |
touch. Birch made up for the disappointment by dis-
patching 2 beauty at goal, Webb experiencing a good
deal of difficulty in keeping it out. Following a emart
gentre by Birch Gallucher very parrowly mirsed and
. ¢hen McEwen gteered bebind the line. It will be |
judged from all this that the home lof were having the
best of the exchangzes, which had ruled fast up to now. |
Small Heath at length got away and threatened dan-
ger, whereupon McoEwen relieved. The homeleft hack
wae again applanded for an exceedingly smart exhibi-
tion. A deal of amusement was created by a collision
between the referec aud one of the °* Heathens " which |
had the effect of making Mr. Kingzcott lose his balance,
Good failed at the home end and a fre -wick $o Laton
for a foul on Mclones was ineffectual, From n corner
to the * stripes ’’ Birch sent bekind. Haunds against
Small Heath bronght the customary deeision ; MeCart-
ney placed well, and a corner followed. This waa well
gentup, and McCartney eventually msnaged to kick
over the goal-line. Exesllent play on the Luton left
enabled another incursion to be made, and a little
Yater on some determined defence was witnessed from
 the Small Heath defendere. A further corner accrued
to Laton, while at the home end one of the ** Heathous”
sent over the bar when he had an opem goal. The
failure did not very much matter, however, as
he was etanding in an off-side  position.
A grand shot by Docherty was tipped over by Webb at
the expensze of a corner and a big attack followed.
After the ball had been kept out two or three times it
was smartly returned and Coupar scored with a neaf
header, this bringing the ecores level. Some effeotive
play by Donaldson was followed up by Gallacher send-
ing bohind, and when a couple of fouls had been
awarded against the strangers MeInnes hooked the ball
over the line. Another beauty from Docherty failed
by very little and, following free-kicks against either
gide, Birch steered just wide of the post. Another bad
failure was set down to Birch when right in goal.
Towards the interval the visitors looked threatening ;
but McEwen played a glorious game and ge no more
scoring took place. The positions at half-time were :

LuToN, 1; SuaLL HEATH, L
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The visitors were firet to attack after the resumplion
and Inglis sent wide of the mark. The homesters
retaliated and Donaldson negleoted a grand chance of
scoring which presented itself. Three minutes from
the re-start Inglis lowered the home oolours with a low
shot, which it seemed to moet people present thab
Williams ought to have succeeded In stopping. A
eorner to Luton was well taken and McCartney
backed np the forwards well; but tho ball
travelled weakly over the goal-line. A foul
on Gallacher brought about another determined
onslanght by the Lutonians ; bub the vizitors were now
on good terms with themselves and cleared with eage.
Yet another flag-kick accrued to the locals, and
Docherty sent behind the goal-line in attempuing to
land the ball in front of goal. From a foul on Donald-
son Davies took the free-kick and sent out of pley,
while Donaldson was off-side immediately afterwarde.
From a capital centre by Gallacher Mclnnes headed
wide. This was after some distressing fallures by the
Lutonians, who wera exhibiting execrable form. The
spectators were disappointed by a display of dizjointed
efforts such as they have rarely been presented with
this season. The ‘‘stripes ”’ aeemed unable to do auy-
thing useful, their attacks being stemmmed with ease
invariably, An attempt from a distance by Stewart
appeared to lead to the custodian tomching the ball a3
it travelled over the lise ; but Mr, Kingscots disregarded
the confident appeals for a corner which arose, A good |
effort by Gallacher was capably dealt with, and then
Molunes headed n bit wide. A foul on MeUartney

to Birch shooting _erratically,: and & further
oorner to the Luton mecn Was unproductive.
The “Heathens” wers now playiog 2 hard,
determined game and were mnof above indulging
in foul play occasionally. An especially dirty sample
on MoEwen attracted the notice of the referec. Luton
attacked strenuously later on; butb Gallacher was
stopped for fouling. The outside right was 00BEPIC
wous for nseful work just afterwards, and when Webb
had cleared he sent high over the bar. A corner to
Small Heath off McCartney was bal.anued _hy another to
Luton, 'The locals never shaped like o winning team,
and eventually the ontcome was as followa ==

mess of the visitors. As in toe encounter at Small
Heath the ** Heathens ' thoroughly deserved their
viotery, for the reacon that they took advantage of their
chances whereas the Luton players persutently _dech,ned
to follow sult. The players on the Luton side who
were in anything like good form were to be connted up
on the fingers of one hand, while the ‘‘ Heathens
were all comspicoous at times. The outcome
was very disappointing to the home supporters, B0
involves the taking by Luton of & frr lower
place in the table than appeared likely 8
- week ago. The result forms anotber illustration of
the truth of the sfatement that no | Second League

mil to ba counted on =8 & certainty. Still, the
ought to have won hands dowo had they been in

anything like form, and that is where the dissppoint-
~ mént comes in, The result does not form & Very good
sugury for a run of sUCCCAS during the Easter
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~ In referring last week to the fortheowniine ~
with Small Heath I said if the Lutuniaﬁgigxil@eﬁlﬂcggﬁ?r
I should feel terribly disappointed. Well they wﬂiﬁ
1ot down,” to adopt a description by & sporting paper
of what bappened. Nor ig the signatory of these notes
the only disappointed one, {
~ s

To say that I am dirappointed iz to express my feel.
ings mildly. Here were we all counting upon the team
takivg a fairly high place in the League, when there
eomes the unexpected and unwelcome defeat, It was
~ terrible. '

Y

Perhaps it is unnecessary to remind readers that this |
ig but the second occasion this season on which defeat |
has been administered to the *‘ztripes” on their own
pitch in League games. 'L'he other time was so long |
ago as October 2, when the Arsenal managed to win
by 2—0. 1

Xt 4

It is ridiculous, to my mind, thaot the homesters i
ghould have suffered Small Heath to achieve that which
Burnley, Newcastle, Manchester, and Newton Heath
had failed to do. The first three olubs had bitten the
dust before the all-conguering straw-workers ; yet the

latter allow & medium cowebination to administer defeat {
to them,
b3

There was but one feeling amongst those present—
that the game waa literally thrown away by the
players. The number of the wearers of the “‘stripes™ !
who were in aunything like good form were to he
very easily covnted. As for the rest they might
almost as well have been absent for all the good they
were,

*x
- The fact that the gronnd was bard was not &
- sofficient excnse. 1 know that the men have had s
 hard peason and that we must expect some klackuess
- Yowards the end of the geason; but the most liberal-
- Minded would not have accspted Baturday’s dispiay as
-{;"’“bﬂﬂz altogether attributable to that, If there wasany
~ Other causo, what was it ? 1

Wi were glad to seivs upon any protext for extract
ing wmusement from the game, for the play itself.
- Would have been deemed slow by & funeral mute. The
- %llision between the referee and a *‘ Heathen ™ snd the
~ Shasing of a couple of dogs from the piteh afforded pome




~_Goodness only knows what wounld have happened in
the way of scoring had not two or three maen in the
home rearguard been abrolutely at their best, [t was
'no fault of some of the men that the score registered
| by Small Heath at Birmiogham was not repeated.
Having witnessed both games I ocan say that there was
scarcely a pin to chooge between them so far as dis-
appeintment to Lutonians was conecernad.

b <N

Saturday’s dismal failure would not have been so
bad had the visitors been #o markedly superior as to
have much the best of the play. I% was not 2o, a3 the |
number of corners forced by the homesters will show, |
The winners were undoubtedly smart ; but they never |
exhibited form which would bave beaten the locals
had the latter been in anything like their best
form. -

#®

S0 far asthe home forwards were concerned I have |
little pleasant to say. Gallacher and Mcelnnes were the |
only two to do anything very useful, and neither was ;

|
|

up to concert pitech. Donaldson and Bireh wers dead
froste, the former being especially impotent.

b+ 4
| Theonly half-back who was worthy of commendation
| was Docherty, who was in first-rate form. MNtewart
was a8 bad as Donaldson, while Davics was not & great
deal better. McEwen played a glorious gams; but
| McCartney was not a suecesy, ard Williams ought to |
| have saved the second goal.

3

. On the side of the visitors the forwards played a
| pretty game, the left wingers being especially dange:-
ous. Robertson was most conspicnoug amongst a trio
of good halves, while Archer was best of the remainder i

of the rearguard.
-3

In the second half the *‘ Heathens ” played four half-
backs after they had secured the lead, and this fact aid |
' not seem to please some of the spectatore. I coosider
| that it was not ouly well warranied but was absolutely |
the best policy that could bave been adopted by the
vigitors. A win meant that they would take a bigh
| plage in the League table ; and I.do not blame them
for getting there—by sportamanlike methods.
 Of eourse this disaster-—uncxpected though it was by
us all—has destroyed all chance of the Lutonians
finishing even on the same ruog of the ladder as the
Arsenal, The ““reds” are in splendid fettle—witness
| their draw with Burnley on Saturday—and unless the
| “atripes’” are careful they will even yet lose the
| [Tnited League championship. Another display or two |
| such asthat of Saturday would be fatal. -

3.

Qaturday’s League games resalted thus:—Newton
i Heath beat Grimsby, at Grimsby, 3-1; Biackpeol, at

b e g

! home, drew with Walsall, 1—13 Leicester Fosge, at
home, drew with Manchester, 0-0; XD a
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