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. THE LEAGUE.—SECOND
DIVISION.

LEUTON TOWN v. SMALL HEARH,

Played at Taiton on Batarday. Resull:—
Ramall Hoeath. ...i.ooiurcieness . & goals,
Emton Town s annine. 1 goal.

w

The teams wars as follow :—

Lutoa — Williams, goal; McCartney and
Welwen, bapks ; Davies, Stewart, and Dooherty,
Balf-badks ; Gallacher, Coupar, Donaldson, Meln-
sios, and Birch, forwards. '

Small Heath—Webb, goal ; Archer and Pratt,
kweks: Wunlop, Leake, and Robertsom, half-
Beeks; Inghs, Goode, Higgins, Abboké, and

Palies, forwards. *

Bofereo, Mr. & . ngimtt,

%

 @aturdoy’s affair wad gonerally regarded as a
tolerably safe thing for Luton, for though the
kecals were beaten by four goals to two at Bir-
mangham, they wers somewhat unforfunaie, and
# was confidently anficipated that they would
#irn the fmbles when the Heathens visited Bed-
fiordshive.. But it is one thing to make forecasts,
and guite aanthir to earry thajn oub.

¥T'he wenther was delightfully fine, which was
wary nica for the thres thousand spectators who
petromisad the match, and the pitch was dry and
eénsty, which was bad for the Luton players, who
goane te ghow to greatest adwantage on a sloppy
giround. The wetter ik is, in fact, the betker it
geans bo suil them. : :
! £ & L2 |
&till, ag Luton bad beaten Manchesbes, Wew-
agtle, and Burnley, and had held their owa with
&l comars, axceph the Arsenal, it was fels they
gomnld not wsll sucoumb to Small Heath. The
wigifors, howaver, turned out in wonderfully goed
@i, and such a fine and athlatic lot of poumg
fallows did they look that some of the apectators
Bad mipzivings, as they compared them with the |
- gider and ha&ﬁeg Lutag men, .
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Coloured tunis and pring shirts from 2s. 6d.
gy green, fawn, blue and white grounds, with
eolourad stripes, all the mosbk fashionable pat-
Geens. BI ﬂiarﬁf.~~{AﬂgT,j £

he Red Cram Band having given a preliminasy
aflection, the teams lined up, Luton, as a conse-
guence Of winning the toss, bhaving ihe
wind bohind them. They starved off at & rare
o8, o, and spaadily forced a corner, whilst a
ttia later Coupar sent the ball across the mouth
ed goal, omly for Dirch to be given off side. For
moarly five minutes the play was confined to the
Simal! Heath teeritory and then the vigitors made
@ brilliant bursf, the left wing speedily getiing in
endenco, éand Roberteon, to the consternation of |
#he omlooicers, eventually mesting & return and

Faorng A magni%mn‘a goal.
Fei

Emfon, made & wigorous response, and a good
wiece of work by Mclnnes gave (Gallachsr am
epening, bub Billy shot the wrong side of the
- mab. Bolnnes paxt hesaded wide from a kick Sy
- Soewart, tmd thew Birch missed 2 ventrs from.
. Gallocher. - Howsver, the homesters soon sesursd |
- amother avewmy, snd the visitors had me sconer
- aared frmﬁthl: j;hﬁin g'l:eay‘ ha({ io yield a third,
oal Bidwart pub wnde from a beatitiful ik by
RSN A L G R rp gyl 3
I : P e

g m combinued ths attack, and McInnes sent
i w ahod wiuch seemed certain to take effect, but
Son- onetotlian gust saved 14 from going in the
@wner of the goal. (Gallacher grazed the post
with o [ovdly ehot, and after McEwen had been
a@polzuded for pome splendid work im keeping
2 d Swaall Heath mghé wing in check, ..o omn-
' . i&;‘?ﬁhﬂtmw}uia@d : :Hlth laughter by the
Feactaoio 8 referse ialiing over & prostra
B¥eithon 7 L L
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Eedping up the pressure, Luton foroed amother
srmar, bubf Buoh oullifised Gallacher's well-
Mm‘f’ kicke by sending terribly wide. MoCart-
oy placing from hande sgainst the visitors, a
eorner vedulted, but this like the others, was
ﬁ'%% less. Grallacher having just missed the mark

2 & good shot, the homesters had corner mum-
il eompoded Lhem, but the day appears te
ve gose by when Luton could acore from s
@wner. The vwsitors made an incursion. but
were quiskly driven bsok, and a fine shot by
Boghorty was h;;pod, over the l;a.r by Webb,

~ Gallxther placed from the flag-staff. end
Woskarty bad two shots and Birch one, withont
efiect. When Wolnnes made a dashing run and




{ » five shot, which Conpar eonverted, thus placing
| the teams on an equality. It was a grandly-pot
{ goul, and fully deserved every chesr it evoked.
| If this had been the finigh of the gams, one would
| have been able to give both eides cradit for ‘rery
| fine play, but unfortunately for Liuton, there was
| & long time to go, and the longsr they played
| the worde they f%md.
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{ The Heathens worked tremendously hard, and
' (Jakes and Abbott were all over Davies and
McCartney, who thoroughly convinced most of
the spetators of the truth of what I have re.
peatedly urged, wiz., that they ought not to be
played together on one wing. Williams was
geveral tines called upon to save, though the
shota were not very diffioult ones, but at last
| Luton got away, and Birch had & rare oponing,
| and shot the wrong ﬂidﬁﬁﬁf the *past.

| A moment afterwards, Teddy, who was olean
off, had the goal at his mercy, but insteand of
shooting, he nut tamely to the front, and Pratt
offected a clearance. Nothing further of any
note transpired befors half-timme, when the scores
remained on a level. |
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But it was a different matter when play was
resumed. The vigitors almost immediately went
| away on the left, the ball was then transferred to
| the right, and Inglis gave his side the lsad with
a rather long shot, which & good many pedple
thought Williams ought to have saved, but 1
b rather think MeCartney diverted its course, gnd
thus upset his calculati%na.. .

Luton replied to the goal by forcing & sorner,

and later on several capital centres were put ip

by Docherty, still another corner being the out-

{ come, but nothing more tangibls. The hopes of
‘the spectators were raised when Ilonaldson was

| fouled in the vicinity of the Small Heath goal,

| 238 they thought a penalty was gcing to be given,
i but the 1niringement had taken place just outside”
| the twelve vards' line, and the free kick proved
. of no advantage. e ks SR .

o

b=y b 1P e atel R S =S e P:‘ t‘ i Ay oo B S0P
+1 After 'Webb had saved a good: shot  from
t Steward; Gallacher dropped the ball in goal, and..
| McInnes was distinetly unlucky in esrrying it’
b belund from the custodian’s save. The play sub-
| seqrently developed into am uninteresting exhi-

| [ntion from the spectatorial poins of view, owing

| to the fact that the Heathens more than hela
| their own, Luton seldom locking like pulling the

| game ouf of the fire.

| The forwards were quite demoralised, Donald-
i son appearing never to be able to do anything
| eieht, and Birch being pretty well in the same
| boat. Coupar seemed to have given way to the
| wany discouragements, and practically ilia hopes,
| 1f any hopes remained, were centred on (Gallzoher
| and MecInnes. A centre from the right-winger
locked a bit dangerous, and st Iast he himaelf
| worked his way to the moutk of goml, and then
Pt very wide, |
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i Just before the finish, @ corner for Luton
| afforded a possible chince of equalising, but it
| didn't come off, and tho spactators left the eroun-
| with gloomy looks and with all the buoyancy
| knocked completely out of them. It was quite
| an. unlooked-for reverse, and was the more de-
plorable as it had the effect of eliminating Luton
from the first flight. A weak or two ago, tharg |
seemed a strong probability of their geOUrIng
| the fifth place, but it is now practically certain
that they will bave to be content with the middls |
- position or thereabouts.
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| But there is one thing, their dsfsat on Saturday
 cannot be attributed to ill-luok. 'They were
 fairly and squarely besten by a bettar team. I
| don’t know that Small Heath have ANY BXCep-
- tionally brilliant men, but they are a very smart
| lot all round, snd have youth and enthusiasm on
thesr side. They were never long in getting iw
| their kick, and for dash and speed they wers
| conaiderably above the average. Woabb. their
cugfodian, has only just bean picksd up from a
| minor team, and Saturday's was his firat League
| match. I think the Small Heath dirsoctors wers
| perfectly ﬂatiﬂﬁ&cl with his display.
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As to the Luton men. T don't yuite know what
3 say about them. The only member of ths
team who played a really brilliant game was
McEwen, and he did indesd do wonders. Ths

amount of work he put in was astonishing, sven

for him. His partner vas not nearly up to the
mark.

a8 &2 &

Docherty was again the bess of the halves, but
Ntewsnrt shc}:wmi s0me improvament on his recent
fcrm, and 'in the second half Davies played =
solind and useful game. Donaldson. ae I have
sald, gave 4 very poor show, and sesmed to le
greatly lacking in judgment. Tt is parfeolly trus
that he was closely watched, but that being so,
why did he nos pass out to his wines instead of
s¢ often tryine to do the impossible himeelf
McInnes and Gallacher did their laval hest and
Cﬂupa{ alpo performed fairly well, but the play
of the forwards altogether was very ragged. '
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