LUTON v. WOOLWICH ARSENAL.
TWO LEAGUE POINTS LOST.

A DISAPPOINTING GAME.

In the preseace of 5,000 enthusiastic
supporters, the Luton team sustained their first
defeat in the Second League on Saturday. The
game will be a memorable one, bat not in the
sense anticipated. The kick-off was acv 3.30,
and for half-an-hour before then the Red Cross
Band dissipated the tedinm of waiting by playing
geveral enlivening airs, Mr. Greenwood con-
ducting.

The teams entered the field close togethor,
The Arsenal men were conspicuous in Turkey-rod
shirts and white knickers—a good contrast to
the white and black of the Luton team. Stewart
lost the toss, but as there was no wind blowing,
the choice gave no distinct advantage. The
visitors decided to kick downhill.  Mr.
Carpeater, of Leicester, was referee, and he had
the following men under his coatrol :

Zuton : Williams ; McCartoey and McEwen ;
Davies, Stewart, and Docherty ; Gallacher,
Coupar, Clarke, McInnes, and Little,

Woolwich Arsenal: Ordl; McAulay and
Caldwell ; Anderson, Farrell, and Davis ; Brock,
Crawford (capt.), McAvoy, \White, and Hey-
wood.

Neuatral Linesmen : Mr. Wilson (Surrey F.A.),
and Mr. Brierley (Leicester).

Panctually to time Clarke kicked off, and
Luton got away in the first canter, until pulled
up by Davis and Caldwell. Clarke returned,
and hands were given against Farrell about 40
yards out of the visitor’s goal. A throw-in was
the only result, and from this the 'Arsenal got
away on the left. Heywood was enabled, by a
mistake on the part of McEwen, to pierce the
defence and centre to McAvoy, who with a fine
turn of speed, got dangerously near Williams.
Hortunately his shot was of a wild character and
the spectators breathed again.

A foul on Coupar gave Luton an opening.
McCartney placed well and Clarke was seen to
shoot magnificently over his head, just missing
the upright. From the goal-kick White got
down and in a collision with McCartney, came
off second best. After a corner had been
conceded by Luton, Gallacher got away but

failed to get dangerous. Docherty made a
asefal clearance.

Is was becoming apparent to the most blind
supporter that Luton were hardly holdiag their
own. The Arsenal forwards were always on the
ball, and the defence seemed hardly able to cope
with them effectually. At the same time it
must be borne in mind that the visitors’ defence
was showing questionable tactics, and that the
referee had given several blind decisions. He
again made ap apparent blunder in giving a
corner against Luton when McEwen had been
fouled. Fortunately the linesman came to the
rescue and the decision was reversed.

Heywood and White next showed up
prominently, the former shooting with uuerring
aim. Williams managed somehow to get the
ball over the bar, a creditable piece of work.
MoEwen had next to give a corner, and Davies
did likewise, Heywood in putting up dropping
the ball on the net.

The next corner came from McCartney, and it
proved fatal, for Davis, the left half, received
the ball on his toe and scored with a shot that
gave Williams not the slightest chance. To gain
the lead after 16 miuutes’ play was no small
matter, and the visitors could not repress their
delight.

From the kick-off it looked as though Luton
would retaliate, for Gallacher sent in a fine shot,
missing the post by inches. But they failed
utterly to exhibit any combination, and their
kick and rush tactics did not pay. Little, some-
what urnjustly, wus penalised for a mild charge.
This gave the Arsenal another chance, and
McAvoy skimmed the bar with a beauty.

Shortly afterwards Coupar was seen stretched
on the turf, having sustained a severe kick in
the ablomen from Davis. From the place kick,
a spirited scrum resalted, untimely closed by
Stewart kicking over. Fouls came rapidly from
both  sides, Unfortunately, through the
neglizence of the referee, the culprit frequently
got off without being punished, and as oiten as
not a deeisiun wus given con‘rary to all expecta-
tions.
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Docherty put up from a foul on Stewart, and
a fine display of headwork was shoywn by Clarke
and Coupar, the latter heading into goal, cavsing
Ord to handle for the firet time. For a time
Luton had a look in, the forwards peppering
away with vigour, and forcing a couple of corners
in succession, From the last sally, Crawford and
Brock got away, and the visitors assumed the
attack once more.

The referee was again ironically cheered for a
curious offside decision, reversed on appesl to the
linesman. Little gota shot in, but there was
hardly enough speed on the ball to render it
dapgerous. Auaother of the many disagreeable
periods in the game followed, one of the Arsenal
men squaring up to Gallacher in a menacing
attitude. Little threw away a chance by plac-
ing the ball from a corner kick outside, but he
atoned shortly afterwards by good attack, forcing
a corner.

McIaunes, who had been playing a determined
gane, was the next vietim of rough play, receiv-
ing a kick in the back. Stewart was fouled
when everything pointed to an equalizing shot
from Davies. With the goal clear, he was pre-
paring for a kick when the whistle blew. The
respite gave the Arsenal time to pack the goal,
and the efforts of the Laton forwards could not
beat the defence down.

It certaioly looked as through Little had
netted the ball, and the shout went up, “It’s a
goal.” When the men broke away it was seen
the leather had passed out-side. Had it gone
through, probably the offside rule would have
applied. The goal kick had barely been taken
when half-time was called.
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Kunowing the Arsenal’s weakness for a spirited
first half and s fizzle in the second, there was’
hardly a man on the ground who did not expect
to see the home team make a creditable draw,
and the hope rose high when MclInunes got close
in and on the point of shooting. Down to zero
went enthusiasm. Caldwell, the left back, had
upset him in the nick of time.

The flicker was but momentary, Williams
had to give a corner, aud within six minutes
from the start Heywood netted the ball. As
Williams made no attempt to save, it was
expected something was wrong. Apparently
there was, but the referee failed to see the
objection until approached by Mr. Brierly, the
linesman. Most obligingly he then disallowed
the goal.

Uninteresting play followed in midfield, fouls
coming a8 thick as blackberries. At length
Clark and McInnes go: out of the bully and
made tracks, A judicious pass from the centre
forward served to dodge Farrell and Caldwell.
In the meantime Anderson and Davis had
reached the goal, and with McAulay made a
brilliant defence. The ball got too lively to be
kicked hard, and when it reached the goal Ord
made an easy clearance. Crawford and Brock
got away until tackled by Stewart. *¢Billy "
returned, and another charge was made, this
time beiog effectually repulsed, though not
before one of the Luton men was badly fouled:
within the penalty line.

These little successes heartened the homesters
greatly, and had the defence been as sound
as usual, and the half-backs attempted combina-
tion, there was plenty of time in which to score.
However, it was not to be, although Clark was
within sn ace of doing so several times in
auccession, one time sending the ball just in
front of the goal, and another just outside.
These rushes were getting dangerous. Reczeiving
the ball from Clark, Gallacher shot like light-
| ning. Well for the Arsenal, Caldwell was inad-
vertently in the way, for Ord would have had
no chance of stopping it. From Caldwell the
ball rebounded to Stewart. He passed to Clarke,

who, with McInnee, caused Ord to handle,

(Gallacher was badly kicked by Caldwell a
minute later close in. A foul was given and
takan, when White fouled Davier. Another
bully followed, from which MoAvoy emerged on
the Luton side. Passing ont to the left, they
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nat tor the third' time. -side was
d the point disallowed.
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Time was passinz far too rapidly to be pleasant,
and determination was written in the face of
eviry maa. Davies centred, and Scewart
headed into goal. Meclones tried to rush the
bull through, but Ord, with commendable cool-
ness, stuck to his task, and made a fine save.

Docherty on the left, had the wmisfortune to
fall when staying a rush by Brock and Craw-
frd. Not to be outdone, he deliberately sent
“the ball up the field by means of his hand.
R -teree and linesman were close, aud failed to
'p ticz the trick, and the game p oc-zeded.
- Brock was so overcome with amusement that he

cui led up with laughter by tue side of Docherty,

For the last few minutes Little and MecInnes
changed places, but no improvement resulted.
Kniwing how pear was the end, Luton seemed
to give up playing., Thatis the onty explanation
of the facile way in which McAvoy broke
through between Stewart and Davies, passed
McCartoey, and scored N. 2. Hardly had the
ball been set rolling once more before the final
whistle blew, with the score reading :
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