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LU'I.'ON TOWN v. WOOLWIUIL ARSENAL. | wore
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E-- - Played at Luton on Saturday. Result:— :
S Woolwich Arsenal ............ 2 geals. Tl
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Latos Town  .......... e antlis nil. line,

. The teams were as follow :— iﬁe‘i’:é

i LUTON TOWXN. AT
_ tf"; . mht‘ | G(:Hil. Liefs. hold
B : Wiliams. bl , bllyt
E’ | - McCarteey. Mcliwen. min
N 3 =18
L Davyies. Stewart (copt.) Docherty. feel
g (Narlke, Melnnes. Tittle. a

. ther

MoAvay. Orawloxd. Drock. | mid

Lat

: ,!_ f_ Davis, Farvell. Anderson, i r} ?‘d
14 Caldwell. McAuley. | S
iiﬂ;‘ Ord, €T3
B - e
i:E"l?;;f Laft. Gonl. Bight. o %
18 WOOLWICH ARSENATL. .
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& . Referee, Mr. J. H. Carpenier {Lieicester) ;
' dinesmen, Messrs. Brierley (Lelcester) and W. J.
Wilson (Surrey I.A.). '
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T said last week that Saturday would be a ted- | cig
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Yatter day for Luton, and it was red with a ven-
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 geance, for the Arsenal Reds compiet ely cutshone ]
- gﬂo@,‘l players, the red shirts were all over the | pj;
. eyhites on the field of battle, and the only favouxs | ge)

e

- {0 be seen 1n the streais at night wera thoge WOt | frg

I
. by the Arsenal supporters. D¢
ey ¥ % * W

Y wish it had fallen to_the lot of some other |
~_person to tell the story of Saturday’s fiasco.  Uer- | 50
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By 7 of .
* tainly I have no inclination for the task., Very
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| rely indeed is it that I definitely make up my
" mind as to what the result of 2 maten will be, but | 5o
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& on thie occasion I had no doubt wnaiever that | 1.,

& Luton would win, and I expected them to win | ,

s ‘
©  handsomely. :
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£5  Everything pointed to it Oun the lform pre- i
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~ yiously shown there was no comparison between |
= iha two teams. Luton, practically speaking, | h;
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" 3ad been winning all along the line, wiale the ! p,
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"~ Arsenal had many ignominlous failures to_their | o

S gredit , or discredit. In addition to this, Luton:

1

-~ had the advantage ol playing on ‘their own
S0 arow | W
- ground = : 5 ¥

o ._ \ 38 e
: And yet when it came to the test, tne team o 4
= all the talents was smashed and pulverised by |

©  the team which had no reputation at all, except | o
i & very poor one. Tr;ﬂy? i;_uéexi':% are zi?if t&’fﬁgﬂ
- auite TR cocounting ior, an 1§ 18 ) O S,
| quite past accounfing fo, and (]
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.::- e T can -h-c;nest’cly gay that 1 never saw Luton
. give such a miserable exhibtion, and if anyone
" 3ad told me it was possible, I would not have

' shaped like a winning

~ thelieved it. They never

© jaam. The Arsenal knocked all the combimation

¥ out of them at the outcet, and thev never gotj .
?;‘f- ﬁgggthe{r 'a'.fterW&’idS. < L
£ 1t is a somewhat singular thing that, as Iar

© as the home matches are ocncerned, if Luton |
{  gave failed when they were expecied to gucee ed, |
& it has almost invariably been on scme great 0ca |
o' gion and before a crowded audience. Maillwall |,

o

~ have usually had the satisfaction of administering i -

Gk

* the thrashing, and now it has fallen to the Arsenal |
© o take the job m h-amd.* 5 :

% - Saturday was a delighitiul gia,}f' for footbhall.

S WP re was o sun to interfere with the play, and |
i . mearcely a breath of wind, and as a result of the |
i%  yain in the middle of the week the turt was m
¢ perfect condition. There was thus every induoe-
~ . ment for a big crowd to-turn out, and every
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&' geason o anticipato a gc;od! gume. !
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~ Bxoursions from Plumstead brought five or six |
. hundred of the Arsenal supporiers, some of them
“ " being in anything but a sober frame of mmdl
®.  when they arrived here. Other spectators came i
&' from St.Albane, Harpenden, I;-::lghtxji_l,Dtm&t%blei
" Hitchin, etc., and when the Red Cross Dand
" had finished the selecotion with which it enlivened
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¢ “the period of waiting, there must bave been (uita

Y . five thousand persons on the ground, |
G | = * l
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 The grand stand, admission to walch Was &
- philling, was packed, the terraces, mc._ludmgf the
reserved portion, were well filled, and at either
end of the field the people stood three or four
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¥ deep. ‘lhe gate altogether realized aboud {3133

i and thie the Luton directors no doubt regard as

i‘* ~ the only aa;tisfaai 0Ty tling a.l}r*;ut the affair.

[ Stowart lost the toss, and punctually to tims

& Clarke set the ball in motion. The Arsenal were

hie the fivet to chow a disposiiion to A0L ON the ag- ,

F - gressive, but Coupar was the means of turning
. the attack, and after some decent passing am 911:1;3 -
F: the forwards, Clarke got 1n 2 shot Wh”ﬁi Urd
b saved. Hands against the visitors gave Lauton
& ' another chance, which was not taken, :1.;_0.-:1 a mis:
" kick by McEwen at the lother end enabled

i : his shot was much
« MoAvoy to get quite clear, but a3 sho
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A foul agalnst the Arsenal afforded Et:hm a.!
further opportwmty of gev.ng . Ord'z vicanity,

but though Qlarke did some good work, nothing
came of the offort, Gallacher eventually heading
behind. The Arsenal right-wing having !_'u; o) i
iﬂm{:rkt}dj by MoEwen, MeC artney wp;;t {.{.l-'_ ( j{.f;.; 79 |
-ﬂimila.r 36-11’:5@6 ont the lef t, arued came 100 Cokilslion [

{

with an opponent, on whose account play had to

be suspended a few moments.
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Tha Arsenal were now going for all they wers | )
worth, the rocky mnature of the Luton d:—'-ff.-pm},l
gpeedily becoming apparent to them, and im-
peﬂing them to the most strenpucus memmns.q A
- oorner off MecEwen was not improved upon, Gal- |
Jacher getting off with the _bﬂii., buti the visitors |
“wera down again very quickly, and CUrawio re

wont wide, . o & f

It must be confessed that the Arsenal Wwere |
playing not ouly vigorously, but very foully 1uto
the bargain, and the referee seemed to be totally
unable to realige what was golng on, or 1f he got
an iukling that sometbing wa¢ wrong, he appeared
quite uncertain as to the culprit. Thug, when
MoEwen was badiy fouled by one of the visiting ‘

- fcrwards, a shout of execration went up from the (
spectators, and the veferee promptly penalised |
Luton, only to reverse his decision 2 moment later
upon the advice of Mr. Wilson.
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Possibly these little incidents had something
10 do with Luvton's indifferent dizplay. At any
rate, they soon siowed a determination not to
be eclipsed Ly their opponents in the shady side
of the It),\-wsinﬂss, and when they have recourse to

tactics of this kind, their football always suffers. |-
, L
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Luton’s free kick was of very doubtiul advan.
#age, for the Arsenal were soon attacking, and
- Davies heading ithe ball on to one of the fng;-rwa.rd's‘
 Hayward raced away and put in a beautiful shot
which Williams tipped over the bar. Hayward
placed from the flagstaff, and another corner re- |
sulied, but this proved fruitless. ¥From a throw-}
in, however, Hayward had a grand opening,
but shot tamely, and Davies gave a third corner,
whilst & minute afterwards McCartney conceded
still another. |
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. This was beautifully placed by Brock, and the
ball was kicked backwards and forwards among

= crowd of players until at lagt White managed
+to get iti off the ground and into the net, his shot
being a very good one, and quite ocut of Williams’
weach. Sixteen minutes had elapsed from the

 Lick-off, and the game being still in its early

- stages, there was hope that Luton would yet pull
themselves "mgeﬁl}&er. : :

- And the hope was justified by the next move-
-~ ment, for immediately after the mre-start, ihe
- homesters went away, and Clarke sending tae
 ball forward, Fallacher got clear, but shot wide.
- A free kick for the Arsenal, followed by a corner,
ayere the mext things of mote, and then Coupar |
-~ was hurt by Davis, the crowd showing dis- |
mapproval of the Arsenal player’s action by beseech- |
- ing the referee to “turn him off.”"? The official, |
- however, gave Luton a free kick, and McCartney |
placing, tae ball rebounded back to Stewart, |
who headed over.
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- Onee more a foul against the wvisitors gave

Luton a look-in, and Stewart sending on 1o
Olarke, the latter nicely headed to Coupar, who |
- Deaded into thegoalkeeper’s hands. From another |
~ frea kick, McCartney obtained a corner, and | .
#larke got in a grounder which nearly tock effect, | -
but Ord saved, and punied out a moment from a |
mice one from Docherty.
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Replying to a further attack by the Arsenal,
Luton really did put a little spirit into their play,
and a centre by (Gallacher ocught to have been
turned to account, but both Clarke aud Lattle,
who had chances, seemed afraid to shoot. A
corner resulted, however, and thig led to cne of
tbhe hottest assaults yet made, another corner
- being the outcome, but Little undertaking the
*kick placed behJEd
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Luton then had another try, and Gallacher
gotting 1n a good centre, Coupar shot, and Ord
saved in the nick of time by giving a corner, as

he had only just suceeeded in getting rid of the
ball when he was knocked over. Docherty placed
- well, but the Arsenal cleared and went to the
<other end, the right wing threatening danger until
‘izil(lihms ran out and transferred the ball to mid-
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A oouple of fouls against the visitors followed,
-and from the second Davies, taking the kick,
hank-heeled to McCartney, who sent in, and the
~ball went behind off one of the defenders. Some
©of the Arsenal supporters appealed for a foul
aganst Davies for not kicking forward, and the
- Teferee consulted with the linesman, apparently
with a view to finding out whether their know-
dedge of the law relating to free kicks was correct.
Eventually he gave a corner, and Gallacher plac-
ang, Lattle -*heade;l just ‘t;y the 1ipright,
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. This was the last inoident of note before the
anterval, and the teams orossed over with the
Arsenal leading by a goal 4o nil; Upon the re-
atart, thers seemed some hope for Lauton, as
Docherty hianded the ball on to Clarke, and the
latter passel forward to McInnes, who nearly got

rough. - The homesters continued to attack
unty) llocherty fouled Crawford, and then play
swung mund_-a.gi;in. to the other side.
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A ocorner resulted from the free kick, and
though nothing came of this, the visiting for-
¥ards soen found the Luton backs at fault, and
EHayward gcored with a beautiful shot, but the
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roferce, after consulting with Mr. Wilson, dis-
allowed the point. Three fouls agninst Lu on
next gave the Areenal ps meny chances, but they
wore not taken, and after that the Lomes ers
readly did have hard luck at thf other end.
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They forced the ball right on to the very goeal-
line, and kept it thers for n time, but no wne |
soemed able to give it just the touch that was
needed, and at last Ord managed to get it away.
Luton, though wvery muoh disorganised, were
holding their own much better, and if they could
but have got together; they would have made
mincemeat of the Arsenal, who were evidently
fealing a little bit fﬂgge*d, J

Ord clearsd from a cenire by Gallacher, and
then Anderson gave o corner almost from the
muddle ,of the field. Little placed very nicely,
and Clarke sent a few inches wide of the mark.
The visitors replied, and after McEwen had de-
fended well, Davis found himaself with a splendid

{ opening, which he threw awady by a wild shot.
- * -IF

Luton retaliated, and  from a centre by
Mclnnes, who had now dhanged places with
Little, Gallacher put in a tremendous shot, wiich
rehounded off one of {(he Arsenal men. Then
Clarke pugsed the ball on to Liltle, who tested
Urd and found that individual equal to the ocen-
Eiﬂll- 4 2 e

Liuton were having so much the better of the l
play, that the spectators began to flatter themn-

selves that the equalising goal would come, and

franctically adjured the hamesters te play up.
Davies beitug fouled by an gpponent, MeCartney
was entrusted with the free kiok, and the ba.l
was put in agam and again, but at length a foul
against Davies rflieved;*the pre:sure.

After m bit, the Arsenal got away and MoAvoy
aguin netted the ball, but was given offside, and
Luton respondmmg to the attack, Stewart put in
a lovely shot which Ord saved, while Williaxns
did ditto to a beauty from Brock, whao shot from
an offside position Some amusement was after.
wards caused by Docherty, who, finding himself
cn the ground and unable to reach the hall with
his feet, deliberately bowled it along with his
hand, but even this escaped the notice of 1he
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The game dragged on, and it seemed that there
would ge no more fcoring, many of the gpectators
leaving the ground under that imprsesion, but in
the last minute the Arsenal profited by the de-
nioralisation of the home team, and McAvoy
getting clear away, scored an easv goal,

Taking the game altogether, T should say that.
ag far as Luton were concerned, it was far and
away the worst exhibition given on tae home
ground. The form shown was positively inexpiic-
able. Here were a team whe had drawn with
Leicester Fosse and beaten (Gainshorough Trinity
and Newthon Heeath, giving a display which
would have been no credit to the poorest pro-
fessional team in ;:he Eau;,h of Eilgland.

I have seen the side go all to pieces before, bui
I have never seen the whole ecleven men descend
to suoh a level of medicority. Thers was not a
single one among the whole bunch that did him-
self anything like justice. The rot that set in
was utter and complete, and how to account for
it is a task quite beyond any ordinary person's
ability,
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The only thing T can say in explanation is that
the Arzenal were a smarter team, and their smart-
ness broke up the Luton combination. If Luton
had played their proper game they would have
won easily, but directly they began to copy tha
tactics of their opponents they were lost. The
reason 18 obvious. The Luton tcam vely upon
their cleverness rather than their smartness, and
when they let their cleverness go by the board,
thoy are done for. '
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But the mateh proves another thing. Hitherto
Luton have won their games by the strength of
their defence, and it is now plain that when tha
defence foils, as it failed on Saturday, there is no

| hope for them. Even Williams was not as

prilliant as wveual, and the two Macs were as
uncertain as they generally are pertain, both in
tackling and k,iuiiing* |
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Stewant poaﬂib_ly wag the best of the halves, |

| Docherty being clean off colour, and Davies any-

thing but the Davies we are used to. There was
not a really good man among the forwards, though
McInnes did the lion’s share of the work. Clarke
played very well in mid-field, but showed 2 great
aversron to rcaking the dash which is so often
necessary for goal-ecoring. The right wing was
tae reverse of dangerous, and the left was entirely
& One-horse Ehii‘s?i Litﬂe*being' & ere passenger.

As to the visitors, their team had undergons
soma re-mrrangement since their previous match,
Crawford and MoAvoy going forward instead of
half-back. The change seemed to work well, for

| both gave a good account of themselves, though

Hayward and Brock were the smartest men in tae
front string. The half-backs played pretty
strongly, but the backe were better, and Ord
did all that was i&k@d {}f* him in*gml

The referecing, as I have said before, was about
as bad as it could be, and possibly had a lot to
do with the wretched nature of the play. But
Luton’s readiness to give foul for foul, and per-
haps a little more, merits the strongest condem-
ration. It always plays havoo with their eombi-
nation, and gives a great advantage to opponents,
besidea di&gua'ting a lot *ﬂf rtlh-n.—ii: supporters.

There were no surprise¢ in the other Seeond
Division matcoes, Newton Heath beating Leices-
ter Fosse by two goals to nil, Gainsborough
Trinity defeating Blackpool by four goals to
one, Darwen anl Small Heath making a draw at
one all, Burton Swifts vanquishing Walsall by
three goals to two, Grimsby beating Lincoln City
by four goals to two, and Burnley rubbing 1t
mto Newoastie United by three goals to nil.
Manchester City were the only team to share
with the Arsenal the honour of obtaining a vie
tory away from home, and they defeated Lough.

borough by tires tc mone.
» . . -
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