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LUTON TOWN v. WOOLWICH ARSENAL.

r,uTON’S FIRST LEAGUE DEFEAT.

A DISAPPOINTING SHOW.

On Saturday the Woolwich Arsenal team journeyed
to Luton 1o order to play the first of the two Seeond
jeague games with the Town Club. The encounter
had evoked the utmost interest at both Woolwich and
Luton and speculation was rife as ©o the probable out-
.ome. There was no means of gauging the form of the
nen, for the only team that both had met was (Gains-
borough Trinity, when bota Luton and Woolwich
tciumphbed by four goals to none. Prior ©o Saturday
Lutoa bad played three League games, of which two
had bzen won and one drawn, so that the Lutonians
had five Leazue points to their credit out of a possible
<ix. The Arsenal had played six games, of which two
were won, one drawn and the remaining three lost, 80
that the “reds” had only five points to their credit.
Preparations were made by the home executive for a
large crowd, the price of admission to the stand belng
raised and an enclosure constructed on the terraces.
In the forenoon a couple of excursion trains conveyed
several hundreds of Arsenal supporters to Luton, where
+he behaviour of the visitors was bolsterous and ofien-
aive in the extreme. It ought to be added that the
Woolwich team had been re-cast owing to injuries, a
couple of half-backs coming into tae forward rank,
On the home side Ekins stood down in favour of Little,
the cause being that the outside left had not recovered
from an injury sustained a fortnight since. The feel-
ing in this locality was that the game would p:obably
result in the success of the homesters, though 1t was
at the same time considered that the match would be
closely contested. -

Half an hour before the time fixed for kicking off
there was a goodly muster of spectators round the
ropes. On the terraces were hundreds of Arsenad
supporters, flaunting the red ribbong, and inspirited by
a concertina and banjo. The grand-stand bore a iarge
complement of onlookers also, As time went on
visitors arrived in large batches and presently the
terraces became quite a sea of faces, while the stand
was crowded. Tbe Red Cross Band took up a position
in front of the stand and delighted the crowd with a
capital rendering of some Eaglish airs. By and bye
the Arsenal players took the ficld attired in their red
and white uniform and looking a smart set of fellows
while the Lutonians followed shortly after in whte.
Neither side could grumble at its reception, for both
were extremely heartily cheered. Crawford and
Stewart indulged in the customary preliminary, with
the result that the former won the toss. Then the
following took up their respective positions and the
fun commenced :— »-

Luton: Goal, Williams; backs, McCartney and
McEwen ; half-backs, Davies, Stewa_.;'t and Dool{erty;
forwards, Gallacher and Coupar (right wing), Clark
{centre), McInres and Little (left wing).

Woolwich 4Arsenal : Goal), Ord ; backs, McAuley and
Caldwell ; half-backs, Anderson, Farrell and Davis;
forwards, Brock and Crawford (right wing), McAvey
(centre), White and Haywood (left wing).

Referee : Mr. E. J. Carpenter (Leicester). Neutral

linesmen : Messrs. Brierley (Leicester) and |
Wilson (Surrey F. A.). - . ) and W. J.
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The loes of the toss was not very material, as there
was little wind., Luton starred from the raiiway end,
Clark kicking off punctually. The Arsenal at once
went down in force, but Stewart relieved, and Clark
dispatched a hot one at the ‘‘reds’” goal which was
neatly negotiated by Ord. Again the homesters were
geen at the visitors’ extremity ; but McEwen miskicked
and so let in the Arsenal right wingers. These ad-
vanced capitally with the result that McAvoy, who
was in a good position, shot over. Davis was pun-
ished for fouling Coupar and Clark sent in splendidly,
Coupar finishing up the attack by kicking over the
goal-line when the Arsenal defenders returned the ball.
White collided with McCartney with some violence,
with the result that the Arsenalite was unable to
resume for a minute or two. The ‘“‘reds?” forced a
corner which was not improved upon, Gallacher secur-
ing and getting away well. MocCartney cleared from a
long shot and Docherty followed suit when the visitors
again attacked. Crawford shot wide at the home end,
following which McCartney distinguished himself by
effecting a wonderful ciearance. Little centred cleverly,
but Clark found it impossible to get to the ball.
Coupar was penalised for setting a back for an adver-
sary, and the same player soon afterwards sent into
touch with a long pa:s which was intended for Little.
The referee here gave an indication of what was to be
expected later on ; he awarded a foul against McCart-
ney, but after consultation with the linesman he
reversed this decision, Haywood was responsible for a
splendid shot which Williams tipped over the bar.
The resultant corner produced another flag-kick,
McEwen putting behind his own line, A decision
for off-side against the strangers at length relieved she
pressure., It was not long, however, hefore the Royal-
ists made another incursion into the enemy’s eonfines,
McCartney kicking heavily into teuch in the effort to
deal effectually with the ball, More dashing play by
the ‘“reds ” was witnessed and Haywood was pulled up
by McCartney, though a corner followed. ¥From this
the ball was lodged on the net. The homesters were
stopped for fouling and Docheity was jeered at by the
Woolwich supporters for kicking into touch when hard
pressed. McCartney gave away another corner, and a
very determined attick was indulged in by the Arsenal.
For a space the home lot defended well, the ball bobbing
about in front of Williams for several seconds; but
ultimately it came out to Davis who sent it into the
net at a great pace, the shot giving the custedian no
chance whatever. This success was obtained by the
vigitors when play had been in progress about a quarter
of an hour, and it was enthusiastically received by the
Woolwich contingent. It was thoroughly deserved,
indeed. In the next minute Gallacher very narrowly
missed equalising, his shot being very swift if a trifle
wide. Aft the home end the ball skimmed the bar and
a corner was awarded, the homesters clearing well.
Anderson was stopped for fouling and Davis evoked a
roar of derision by deliberately kicking Coupar. From
the free-kick which followed Stewart sent over the
cross-bar., Another foul, this time on Stewart, beat
back the leaders, who kicked into touch in order to pre-
vent the locals from scoring. Caldwell raved magnifi-
ceatly from Coupar and Haywood was pulled up for
off-side. A long effort by Clark was easily cleared,
while off-side stopped Gallacher when it appeared
that that player had a good opening. McEwen eleared
brilliantly and at the Arsenal end Luton forced a
corner, Ord’s charge having a very narrow escape of
being captured, the forwards combining fairly well on
thisoccasion. A very fine volley by Davies did not very
materially assist the locals. Farrell sent out with a
long attempt, and Anderson cleared well from Little.
Williams came out and cleared his lines, while the
referee pulled up the Arsenal for handling when Little
had got well under weigh. Ord was called upon to
save after this, and the visitors were again checked by
a foul on McCartuey, McAvoy shortly after being ad-
judged off-side. Docherty conceded a corner, Williams
saving from Davis as the result. Gallacher placed
fairly well, and McAuley cleared a good one from the
foot of Little. The home lot attacked strenuously later
on and lodged the ball on the net. A corner followed,
from whieh Docherty steered behind the line. Ord
dealt cleverly with a hot one from Coupar, an unpro-
ductive corner falling to Luton as the result. The
“reds” pressed for a time; but free-kicks for infrac-
tions of the rules beat them back, and a corner accrued
to the ‘“stripes.” From this Little headed in well and |
a great shout went up from the home spectators, the
ball appearing to go through. To the chagrin of the |
locals a goal-kick was awarded. The interval arrived
8hortly afterwards, when the positions were :

ARSENAL, 1; LuTON, 0.
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ARSENAL, 1; LUTON, 0.

The Arsenal lost no time in getting going at the
commencement of the second half, for in the first
minute they sent behind at the home end. McInnes
secured cleverly but shot badly, following which the
Jeaders kicked into touch. Following a foul by
Docherty McAuley placed well and Williams
cleared at the cost of a corner. Caldwell was laughed
at for kicking into touch. Next Haywood secured and
beat Willlams and it seemed that the lead of the
Arsenal had been increased. Once more the referee
consulted the linesman, however, with the result that
the goal was disallowed on the score of off-side.
McCartney sent over the Arsenal line with a huge punt
and a foul against the Lutonians came next. The
referee pulled up Luton for playing on the ball
precipitately when he had bounced it down and from
the free-kick Williams punched out well. Docherty
was punished for illegally throwing over an opponent,
while a further foul was awarded against the Arsenal.
From this Docherty sent in excellently and the Wool-
wich defenders were lucky in saving. Crawford sent
wide across the goal when he seeemed to have an easy
chance. Receiving from McEwen McInnes sent in well
and the ball bounced about in front ot goal for some
time, Ord at length effecting a marvellous clearanee.
Emboldered by this the Lutonians came again with a
rattle and a good deal of difficulty was experienced by
the Arsenal defence in repulsing the attack. At the
home end the visiting forwards were stopped for
off-side while a foul en Little was further
awarded, Gallacher narrowly missed with a capable
overhead kick, MeAvoy sent behind weakly, and when
a brilliant centre had been credited to Gallacher the
Arsenal centre man ence more kicked ertatically. A
foul against MeCartney did not bring much advantage
to the ‘‘reds,” the ball finding its way behind the home.
line. Good play was subsequently witnessed on the
Argenal right, following which Little was nastily pulled
about by McAuley, though the left winger succeeded
in forcing a corner from which Clark almogt managed
to put the sides on an equality. A tremendous shot
from Gallacher was unfruitful, as was a further strong
attack by the homesters, Ord saving exceedingly
well. Gallacher was the victim of a bad foul and after
minor breakages of the rules Haywood nastily fouled
McCartney, the referee creating some amusement by
throwing up the ball. Gallacher misdirected the ball
badly, and Davies sent behind when the Arsenal had
been pulled up for more fouling. Haywood shortly
after hraded through prettily ; but the referee was of
opinion that he was off-side and accordingly disallowed
the point. Later on Stewart shot beautifully and the
effort was ag brilliantly saved. Some laughter was
Created by a trick on the part of Docherty which
€scaped the notice of the officials ; the left half was on
the ground and deliberately handled the ball by
th{‘uﬂ_tmg it forward. Haywood once more tested
}‘Vllll_a.ms”witl; a hot shot, Towards the close the

&Btl‘lpeﬂ struggled gamely to avert defeat ; but theix
¢lorts were eharacterised by a lack of combination
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which was as surprising as it was annoying. Despite
their utmost efforts they found themselves unable to
break through the stout defence which was opposed t0
them. The Woolwich team were more fortunate, for
just prior to the call of time McAvoy eluded the
defenders and tteered the ball into the net. The out-
come was thus a somewhat unexpected though
thoroughly deserved victory for the Arsenal with the
following scores=:
ARSENAL, 2; LuTON, O.



FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.

Arsenal, 2; Luton, 0. This is the unwelcome result
on which one has to hang some sort of explanation of
the failure of the Luton team on Saturday. My readers
will know from experience that I hate apologising for
bad form, and yet the fact that the * stripes ° had per-
formed so ;well hitherto demands that I should en-
deavour to account for the defeat.

e

Briefly, ther, the better team on the day’s play won.
Of that there can be no shadow of doubt. Yet I make
bold to aver that five times out of six there would not
be found such a pronounced disparity between the
sides. On this occasion the Arsenal were in splendid
form, while the Lutonians were—well, it was not that
kind of form that won at Newton Heath,

4

The victory of the strangers was all the more sur-
prising to me when their previous performances were
borne in mind. Prior to the game my confidence iIn
the ability of the loocals to win was so strong that the
probability of defeat was not seriously in my mind.
 What transpired was accordingly all the more of a
" knock down blow to my hopeful feelings.

e

One cannot explain away the defcat, nor do I propose
' to try. All the explanation in the world will not get
rid of the unpleasant fact that two League points have
been captured from us on our own ground, and that by
a team that we had regarded with feelings of pity for

unfortunate displays. The boot is now on the other
leg with a vengeance.
e

It was not that the one side had all the luck and the
other all the play. The “ reds” faiily deserved their
triumph by a display which was of all-round excellence.
They even seemed to me entitled to at least one of the
two goals which were disallowed.

e

1% is true that the homesters had hard luck at times,
yet even making allowance for that they did not
deserve to win. Their show was vastly inferior to that
of the victors, whom I desire to congratulate on a
splendid performance. To .score what were virtually

four goals to Luton’s blank was undoubtedly a great
achievemeut. | ~

-

My commiseration is reserved for the locale. That
they tried hard at times is undeniable; but in almost
every instance they threw away their openings by
erratic passing which had the result of placing the ball




e

Rarely have I seen the

at the toe of an opponent. zainat

‘¢ gtripes’’ so much at sea, and certainly never a
such a team as I take the Arsenal to be.

¥t : ;

I,et me utter a comment upon the bahaviour otf tinz

“ rads’” supporters. It 18 true the excursmﬁ_ mthe

which ran from Woolwich had the effect of swalling 2

‘¢ yate’’ ; but though the visitors were welcg{lne “}nt,
monetary seuse they were agsuredly not from uvhe po

of view of theilr cendueet.
XX

I should be sorry indeed if the Luton crowd behave*.(}
so badly away from home. In the forenoon groups_oh
the wearers of red favours paraded the streets 1w.1b
ingtruments of music, and they Eucce_eded in maxing
themselves a great nuisance to the qulet-;lo?mg_towna-
folk. On the ground they were easily distinguishable

by their boisterous shouts. Not even the mglodu_}us
strains of the Red Cross Band had the effect of silencing

their noise.

Es
The *‘gate” was large; but the proceeds were not
quite so good as had been anticipated. The amount
taken was something over £138, which was only fairly
satisfactory when allowance is made for the largeness

of the crowd who came from Woolwich,

#

Coming to speak of the play, one can only roundly
declare that on the day’s form the winners were head
and shoulders superior to the locals. Even the Luton
players were fain to confess that they had met their
superiors, which is a confession indeed.

2
The visitors went off with admirable spirit, and
throngheut they shaped a3z a winning team should. By
the greatest stretch of good feeling one could not con-
' clude that the Lutonians ever looked like winning.
' Both attack and defence were ragged and unreliable,
whereas on the whole the ‘‘reds” were dependable.

¥

The scoring of the first goal seemed to infuse ad-
ditional determination into the Woolwich players, and
thereafter we saw them at their best. It has been said
that the Arsenal did not display their tip-top form ;
but with all due respect to those who express that idea
I qnestion whether the Royalista have shown anything
nearly so good this season.

%

‘“Say we can’t play away from home” obsierved an
enthusiastic partisan on the grand-stand. 1 would
reply that at least one person present was not expect-
ing anything like so gooid a display. It was quite good

| enough for most of the League sides, so far as I have
| been able to judge.

s

Of course the weakness of the referece did much
towards spoiling the play. Mr. Carpenter was, I am
informed, very unwell and that may to some extent

condone some very obvious mistakes which he was
responsible for during the afternoon.

X

One of the worst of these was when Haywood scored
what was adjudged to be an off-side point. Thne
referee pointed to the centre of the field and then con-
sulted the linesman, with the result that the point was

disallowed. It is not surprising that th |
players were dissatisfied. : : © Arsenal
A

Later on the hesitanc T '

_ y on the part of the official
became more Pronognced and the linesmen were called
into consultation with irritating frequency. This not

unnaturally annoyed the crowd. b
resenting it very strongly. , both sets of partizans

i

I have said that the form of the Ars:
: senal
{)evel&tmn to me. A strong forward set were GE?IIESO?EGS'
ﬁyd& splendid defen:ce, and there was little fault to
ud. The Arsenal, indeed, played a hard, determined

game, and fro :
Loty rom start to finish the pace was made a

alle
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1 ' Jace is claimed
Amongst the forwards I think it Exyindeed. His

118p

ood, who gave a very fine ¢ .
?vyinﬂ-?g:;e ably seconded his efforts. The ci?;;irned
wasgnot perfection 80 far a3 shooting was ;

' - apble. The right
»h his mid-field play was admirab
:&Z;E?a gave the home defence plenty ol trouble.

#

The ‘‘reds’” halves were a gplendid ?rl(;),]ti};ougi,};
Davis marred an otherwise good show by In u;g ga,nd
many condemnatory acts. The backs w;rtfa- -ag?ery
pair and the highest praise is due to Ord for

fine exposition 1n goal. =

On the home gide Williams gave a performance that

: idly, as it must
ted the score from mounting rapidly, -
E;iie?lone with a less capable custodian in charge.

He was not to be blamed for l2tting two shots score.

x

backs and halves were not by any means
a.trléﬁgi?%?si. To my mind Davies and Stewart were
the pick of the basket. Even the former indulged In |

some methods which can only be described as extremely
reprehensible, while he did not last well.

et

forwards were singularly ineffective. Clark
shg‘th ivell and fed his men carefully ; but he was [llnqt
supported as he should have been. It was not his
fault that better results did not acerue ; 1qdeed, I learn
that many formed a good opilnion of him from his

exhibition. Of that I am glad.
3

sInnes combined well at times with the centre
m:}g; but for the rest he had little chance. Gal}a.cher:
put in some neat centres occasionally and Coupar
managed to shoot sometimes, when he was uot
being fouled by Davie. Little was not very con-

gpicuous.
| v 3t

The Luton display was not only painfally ragged and
the combination poor, but it seemed that almost every
pass went straight to an opponent. This is not what
we expect from the homesters. 'T'hey were very much
excited ; indeed, at one time the only man who was
playing with his customary coolness wa3s Davies.

3#

I am not going to whine over the loss ot two points
nor am I going to ‘‘slate” the players wholesale, for
that will do no good ; but I must point out with all th’e
emphasis in my power that such form as Saturday’s

will not do for the Second League. If we are to lower
| our colours so readily to a team like Woolwich, what 1s
to take place when we journey t» Burnley, Newecastle,
Manchester and other Northern places?

%

It may be that we are to witness a better show to-
morrow at Woolwich. I heartily hope so, for I was
ashamed of the display of Saturday last. Many are of
| opinien that the result will be reversed. = My hope 1s
that it may be so ; but my good sense leads me to think i

it highly improbable.
| b

| There is sure to be a big crowd at Woolwich and a
goodly number will go up from Luton. A special train

| is being run for the convenience of these, as will be
seen by the bills about the streets.

= |
After Saturday’s games the Second League table

 stood thus:—
h Goals.
Plyd. Won Drn. Lost For Agst. Pts.
Manchester Cliby . 180 oGl on e 0 e 10 D Ea g St i
jEBurnley. s s, 6 .ix b 1 05 iond0ion St T ATl
wmall Heath .... 5 .. 4 1 )i 08 s Ud e e
| Newcastle United 5 ... 4 0 L sia g el 8
Newton Heath . 5 .. 4 0 150 o 10 Sie A el
Grimsby Town .. 6 ., 3 1 2 R L R ) R
Woolwich Arsenal 7 .. 3 1 UG | R (o 1 T
| BV o)y B B S TR 1 1 AR e Ml e B
DATWEIL. .« o/ o anis Do 8 1 2 S o A8 Gaided
Gainsboro’ Trinity 6 .. 2 0 4 S 10 i
Leicester Fosse .. 4 .. 0 2 2 2 uie A0S b
Loughborough ,. 5 .. 1 0 .. 4 B =1l S
Burton Swifts.... 5 .. 1 0 chcid Ot ol il
Lincoln City .eee 5 .. 0 L S R s e |
Blackpool...ce... oLy L T ) e |
Walsall ...... eI W D g e e [ R OGN L R (L el T
2

The following is the Luton and District
table to date:— EIBR PayE

Goals
Pld. Won. Drn. Lost. For Agst. Pts.

Stanley Ofisec i w0 It | 1. e
Leagrave O e ) I WRRRR e U
Falcon AR L e | O Jrd it S e o R 3
Stanville ..., 2... 1 ... 0 e R 8 oy 2
Caddingfon. 1. 05 0 pei - BSLGUEEas
DunstableR. 1 ... 0 ... 0 1 S Bt 0
Honghton,..... "2 L. 000t i 0 p SRRt
Dti’naiableSt. ¥

' et-er.',ﬂ 2 ’e 0 sua 0 ase 2 bh 2 weel b 3
Star 0. .0; i e lal v 00 13 i 8

3.

I learn that the Luton team for the match at %
wich to-morrow will have Perrins at right-ha.lf,& Lx{]:;t |

centre and Ekins outside left, the other positi el
filled as on Saturday last. SieRipatinans being

e 1
Luton’s record to date: Played. 8: w
2; lost, 1; goals for 17, a.gaiuay}s SR i

5 ; drawn,
- ROOTRR
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