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~ (Watford).

- Galbraith was seen to steady bimself aod send in a |

- misz and had an unfortunate influence on the game. |
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Oellberately handled the ball in front of goel. W.
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~ DRAW WITH WATTORD,

e M & TULL GANR.
R . ,Iﬂtgn'“nu were called npon on Saturday for the

~ qhe Lunton == to take part in the qualif

o RS  this season 4 6 qualifying
ﬂﬂf‘m for the Eunglish Cup. Their opponents
- omPOhy i eord, and the fixture wan to be deocided ot
’ " iPhese ciroumstances might huve led most

bouts to prophesy a fairly easy viotory for
har?abﬂt it did not come off, As a mattej;' of
tgtripes’’ were lucky in stavieg off

on the play they aPoWed up very badly as
ith the visitors, The weather was not pt
ble, for rain fell almost continuously
he afternoon; but there was a rattling

| i | the & 2
" 6115119 “the explﬂnﬂtlﬂn being that the Watford

od gt;::; tarped up in their hundreds. Unfortu.

the two apecial trains which eonveyed some
ydﬂ the North Western were delayed in the
1,10C dbridgeford cntting, it being found impostibla to
ﬂmm heavily-laden trains up without the assistance
gob t'ecﬂnﬂ engine. The first train steamed past the
ofas ortly atter 3 o’clock and the second appeared 10
field aieﬂ later, 8o that the travellers missed a portion
milf‘l:ﬂ ame. 'The start was delayed somewhat, how-
of | a% that there was not very much the matter,
ﬂwr’uorﬂﬁ of it was that Robius (the Watford centre
.'Ilf'hlﬂf and captain) was travelling by one of the belated
:‘“m The home side was not by aoy means at full
o nath. for Eking, McInnes and Clarke were all un-
strength, r. A trial was given to *‘ Gally,”

' to ingide right.
Kemplay going enstituted thus :—

ileg were ¢ SSve
The side Perkins ; backs, Dow and Williams ;

Luton ¢ Goal,
half-backs, W. Ford, Sharp, and C. Ford ; forwarde,
Durrant and Kemplay (right), Galbraith (centre), Brock |

t (left).
.F‘:Faﬂff:::i :( Go)&l, A. G, Baker; backs, Sharp and

| . half-backs, Wood, F. C Robins aud Marsh ;
E.ﬁ]::d’a, Hare and Slaughter (right), Beach (centre),

d Hill (left). |
Hﬁizr:: :+ Mr. PE M. Lockyer (Referees’ Association); .

linesmen, Measrs. R. Fuller (Luton) and J, Wilson

=

e

w was captain of the home lot and he signalised
I:iaDe‘ievation .bfr winping the toee.  Soon after the start

hot which went a bit wide of the mark. The
iiﬁna"atripea” again advanced reatly, bt}t a goal-kick
resulted, The Watford forwards played nicely together
and when a foul bad been awarded against Luton
Cother sent the ball wide, A fI'Eﬁ-kI_O]:E_ for a foul
againat Watford was nicely taken by Williams ; buf it
was not improved upov. Perkins threw away immeci-
ately after the arrival of Robins on the scene, while
just . afterwards Durrant sent in a beautiful c:-eaﬂl
shot.  Galbraith, receiving from Kemplay right
ja front of goal, &sbot bard, but the ball
was kept out in a marvellous manner which
it is beyond the writer to explain. DBrock sent
in well, though wide, and C. Ford was responeible for &
beauty, Hewitt was fouled when close to the Watford
goal ; Dow took the kick, bul managed to send cver
the bar. The wearers of the gold and black raced
away to the Luton end, where a goal-kick was all that
was obtained, Off-side spoiled apnother good effort by |
the visitors, while in the next minute or two free-
kicks were given against the West Hertes, comhination
for fouls on Galbraith and W. Ford. When the game
bad been in progress wsomethiog over 20 miontes
Daurrant got clear and succeeded in beating Baker with | .
a grand shot. Just after the resamption W. Ford was
responeible for a long shot which was well saved by |
the custodian, and the goalkeeper was charged through |
in the next minute., A foul agrinst the strangers led
to & corner. Following this one of the defeuders

Ford was deputed to take the penalty kick,and great
was the ohagrin of the orowd when the right-Lalf sent
the ball spinning high over the crose-bar. It wasa bad | -

gathered the ball up. well in dealing with a long shot
?hmh travelled along the ground. Following a
ﬁurther corner to Luton Williams dispatehed anctber |
dl’ﬂt'_mte thot at the Watford goal. This was pro-
t;‘“tlzﬁ of & corner only, though most people thought
Lo':k all bad goue under the bar. Evidently Mr. |
YEr was not of the prevailing opinion, however. |

(
\
i'
Later on Williams headed away eplendidly and Perkins ;
(
!
|

i
A
G:Fl(ll)ralt:h was the victim of a nasty foul within the 12 3
iﬂtn:r llnhq; but it was not officially noticed. The ;
a0kl “’ﬂ lch was secured was unproductive. When | j
ut i v Hag-kick had fallen to the loecals, Galbraith |
;nut ol ﬁrat-m?e overhead kick and Kemplay only | g
*qunliam:lﬂei Iire the interval arrived Watford ¥
whe ®d_ through the medium of Hare, aud | ¢
%,60ds, were changed the positions were ; I

o

i

Lurox, 1; WATFORD, 1.

It:mtha B}:pond balf Brock appeared at outside left for |
Flay M =8 H&re was in the centre for Vfﬂ'tfﬂl“j. t
or 80" when €0 in progress only a couple of minutes | &
Visitorg withHam put on the second point for toe |1
Sught to L & shot which it seemed that Perkins | &
be l‘ememgve saved easily emough, though i% must b
Luton att ired that the ball was very slippery. K
f““d 'formac ed sturdily ; but Watford showed very | D
ar as th o thﬂ.Play later on deterioratad vastly so | T
indeed ‘e Lutonians were concerned. Galbraith, | ¥
while 1IFtl:uaazt‘lm only forward who did bimself justice, | D
Could hay éfenge_ was far from being as reliable as | W

" © been wished, A couple of corners to Luton
of a flag.k; kT and later on Perkinu saved at the cost | tf
- $ Dow subsequently presenting another to
. 1 Durrant was unlocky with a good | re
ﬁm“ﬂh. M going into the side of the net icstead of
8corin ore corners fell to Luton, Robins very
iWarded to € from the second, while a like kick was | J¢
Part not rem uinn, The second half was for the moet

dea] HL-EME for scientific play. There was ® |
eight utilis t_lek and rush about the display, while
SOUree that o 00 W88 indulged in by both sides, Of | ne
204 ag g m:;:trt of thing is to he expected in & enp-tie; | de
?‘p'tiﬁ in th::r of fact Saturrlay'q game was 2 typioal | w
ok ag though EERB’”L As time drew near it b2gan to | pe
Ply & fow o 0t0n were in for a licking. But when | in

¥ foule oinutes remained for play Durrant was

e Woind the bail was well placed by Dow,
"hgoal, myo Men (McNee) assisting it through |y,
od a his brought the scores level and it a!20 | 4

st L Of relief to the home supporters. | g
th'.u in the recond half there were | y,
Har. ing oh ¢ incidents, at lenst three of the
Ppily nothi Served to lift their fists at opponents,
nl’f‘g Berions took place, and the referee
::;!E'Dta by with a few words of remon- | |
A8 not 1play by the Lutonions in the gecond |
J Any mean P beotne WAl dv
AW resulted wit! ns good. The outeomce
with the fD”G‘Wlﬂg’ SECOIES .

Lurox, 2; Warrosp, 2. l
SRS et i S | ko
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FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.

I supposs one would be fairl ) serti
t y tafe in asserting t
rone of the Lutonians present at the mateh on gat]::;?
day came prepared for such an ontcome as that which
was witnessed. It was the worst flasco that has hap-

pened since Luton had to knuckle under to the 'R
in the first round some years ago. i

b
It would bave laid a man open to being ridiculed had
he ventured to suggest that the club that has secured
the divisional championship o often would come near

to being beaten by such a team as that of Watford,
Yet it bappened.
e

It is being said that the feelings of disappointment
amongst supporters of the Lutonians is almost as pro-
nounced as when the straw-town champions bit the

dust before the Polytechnic some seasons since. I can
well understand it,
A

Having made every allowance for the Watfordians
having improved congiderably of late years, I could not
bring myself seriously te contemplate the possibility of
defeat. What happened, however, was that only a
slice of luck towards the end of the match prevented
the West Herts. men claiming & triumph.

- 4

One searcely knows whether or not even now they
are not justified in crowing, It was a bighly meri-

torious performance to force a draw in a cup-tie away

from home, and at the close I held a very wholesome

A

opinion of the visitors,
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At the risk of giving offencs1 must .'Bﬁy 'that I was |

profoundly dissatiefied with the way in which the loeals
shaped. Itistrue that some of the regular players

were absent ; but if the lack of two or three men i

e

. Last season we should have laughed aloud at the iden

that Watford would be abls to run the team closely. It
geems that we must school ourselves to thinking that
the club is not so formidable as of yore, and it looks as

though we shall have to grin and hear some heavy
defeats ere thg geason closes,

35

One does not like to be copstantly writing in this

doleful style ; but it would be absurd and dishonert to
attempt to argue that the display on Saturday by the
locals was anything but poor in the extreme. By com-
parison the Watfordians played a grand game,

e
No doubt the absence of Meclnnes and Xkins

weakened the front rank: but the men who were leff
have figured well previonsly, and it is a curious eom-
mentary that ‘‘ Gally,” the old warhorse of past sea-
sons, was the best man amongst the forwards,

s

The defence was exceedingly rocky at times, and

again the halves were guilty of wandering undualy. I%
may be that we whose business it i3 to criticise would

not have done better ; but that is not quite the point,

inasmuch as we are not professional footballers. But

guing to make all this difference we muet prepare our-
selves for some very unwelcome eventas, |

we do claim to know when the game 18 properly |

played.

A

If the most biassed of supporters can find it in his |
heart to say that that was done on Saturday I shall |

bo vastly surprised. Everybody I have gpoken %o on
the subject has agreed that the display was gertainly
not ereditable to the home players.

b1 4

The hundreds of Watford sympathisers who made |
the journey by the North-Western specials were to be |

itied, for by a delay en route they were prevented fram
Evitneaﬂing the opening portion oi the play. This was
a pity, for it was only then that the loeals played in

anything like good style.
i

Though they were without their centre balf for |

several minutes, the Hertfordshire lot ﬂtruggled gal-
lantly, and I greatly admired their pluck, They went
for all they were worth and managed to keep up their
end until the skipper arrived.

3K

Durraut’s opening gual was a beauty. When W.
Tord had to take a penalty kick not long after we were
anticipating an increase of the score which would al-
most certainly bave rendered the game safe. To
the amazement of all—and the unﬂ?nceﬂ]_eq delight
of the Watford contingent—he failed ignominiously.

p - 4

When the contestants wound up the firet moicty on
lovel terms I was quite prepared to see the etrangers
gain the advantage subsequently ; but I was assuredly

| not anticipating the extraordinary ghow which the

horne lot made.
4

The visitors secured the lead very roon nfter the re-
sumption and they managed to hold it until close upon
the finish, Even then it was one of the Watfordians

X L} - t
who sent through, so that the bome *‘ stripes ~ are no
entitled to ﬂang;atulate, themselves very londly con-

cerning the point.
| #

T the second half the visitors’ defence was quite o
treat to watch, compared with that of their opponents.
The one was rafe and clever; the other wap-——wall, I
will draw a veil and indulge in expressive silence.

b 4
i hile
There was & good deal of roughuness noticed, w
there ‘was also some fist-shaking. 1 euppose We must
expeot that dort of thing at & cup-tie ; butit 18 not very

pleasant to wateh.
o4

the end there won n good deal of confidence ex-
prfﬂged iot?oerning the probable outcome of the re-play.
'('his comfortable feeling was oreated by the reflection

' ' h worse
hat'the Lutounians could not well play a muc
:;aim. 1&'i;?\(itzlzt that verdict we all cordially agroed.

i .
Though the reore was officially stated at two all there

. the
js no doubs in my own mind that on one oaeasion.
%ﬁfﬂrﬂ umtud{in carried the ball under the bar,




However, the referee did not go decide, and there is no
advantage in discuseing the point. ‘

i

The extremely poor form displayed on Saturday is
not caleulated to make one very confident as to Satur-
dey’s prospects. PBurslem Port Vale have not been
going so strongly rince poor Clare’s mishap, but they
will no doubt be quite powerful enough to account for
the Lutonians—provided always that the laster are not
at their very best, in which case, we may have a plea-

sant sarprise,

Nor am I over-confident as to the chances {or Monday
at Wellingborough, We could do no better than draw
with the Midlanders at Liuton, and it is most likely
that we shall remain in the very lowly position in the

United League that we at present occupy.

o _

By the way, the re-play with Watford rendered it
necessary to postpone the United League game with
Reading. Judging by the way in which the meun of the
t-wn of bisounits have been going on lately, we should

“most likely have come a cropper there.

K

On Saturday Southampton, playing at bome, beat
the Arsenal by 5—1., On Monday the United League
matohes were : Arsenal beat Brighton, at Plumstead, by
5—2 : Millwall beat Kettering, at Millwall, by 1--0;
Reading beat Ruashden, ab Rushden, by 2—1.



b 4
t;l‘htfa Athletic News, writing with reference to the
dr WSler question, says: As to our suppored *“siajster
_ fE_Ellgns, 0 far as Southern clubs are concerned. we
Tal to understand the imputation., We have nei’ther
sought “to injure” nor ‘‘to patronise ” theass
organisations. We have too broad = view of the
lnterests of the game to do any such thing. We re-
gurd the South as an intepral part of the foothall
w?r_ld, and the North as wo more. When Southern
crities of a ocertain school have become less circum-
soribed in their views theg will realise that a football
legirlator is not necessarily prejudiced because happen-
ing to occupy a position at the head of an organisation
which, whatever its faults, saved the game from
eollapse just when it was at its lowest ebb, and henee

claimg some modest share in making the Southern
League possible,
' b3

“"Gragshopper ” in the same paper writez: ‘‘The
disasters which have recently befallen Woolwich
more than ever shows the value of my suggestion—
that the Southern eclubs of nots should join the
Soutbert} League—either as a branch of the League, or
remain independent, it matters not. But semething
- will have to be done if ciubs like Arsenal and Luton
are to maintain their present position. Their expenses
are terribly heavy, and with the lessening gntes caused
by recent dirasters it behoves them to look out for
themselves. 1 am very strong on this point, and I am
gertain that my views are correct.” 1

|
e
Any remarks which must, periorce, be made concern-
ing the display at Watford on Wednesday cannot par-
take of the congratulatory., The only matter for |
congratulation was that Luton won. It is true that the
margin was not very wide ; but the odd goal was ample
for all practical purposes. 3 gl
-

The game was one of the worst it has beep my lot to
witness, and I do not hesitate to express my feeling
that it was ruined by the weakness of the referee.
Eversbody was disgusted by that official’s lack of
authority and there wae a goed deal of strong language )

uged at the close,
g

The Watfordianz commenced fouling early in the
game and they should have been at once stringently
dealt with, instead of which the men were allowed to
do pretty much as they liked. Some of the wvisitors
came in for rough treatment by the home players ; but
the measures adopted by the whistle holder were of the

mildest.
? b4

Judging by what one heard on Wednesday evening

' in Watford one eould not offend o self—respacting Wat-
 fordian more grossly than to accuse him Of remmblmg
' The exhibition at Luton on Saturday was

'E};E r:ﬁif&ﬁﬁ; but that of Wednesday was infinitely

WOrse,

%

the visitors managed to win under the eireum-
atarfltx}:z: was surprising. They were buat_led and l}ar:gﬁd
anduly and more than OR® fist was ramed_ dt:u:'m%bt te
sourse of the proceedings. That sort of thing ought to
have been properly dealt with, and the proper way 1n
7 en to order one or two of

my opinion Wﬂgﬁ the field. It was a disgraceful

hugsiness.

p -

e referee was about whben he

Whﬂ.t on 1}&1’#11 th sion for Uﬁ-ﬂidf-‘! I cannot

._ MecInnes on one 0cca ; w |
pu]lre.d up It was nDear g(}&l and ““* Mac headed
imagloe me—Watford supporters

Near :
Every‘?‘f dghat the ‘‘ref” had made & big

apd others—agic
Llamndor.



To erown all, the gam
four minutes beferg i‘? :ﬁgu?tapped 5ol b

naturally annoyed the h

& deal of ghoutin indu] ]
trutb, I do mot gt:hinl i

winners were baving the best of it

blew.

A. worse display than

could secarcely have been wit :
tarred with the same b b sy Doth teams were

rush, and I am not going ¢
make excuses further th : e Sl
' Luton would have done bett, to 82y that I believe

_ better had the refe b
stronger. But they are not t ' o e
Slietr Sokits. i they dix, 0 be excused for loﬁamg‘

| b - 4
It must be coneceded that there was a distinet

impgovemenmin the play of the visitors in the second |
| portion of the game. It was . welcome enough in alll
conscience, for all of us were heartily tired of the play |

| i the first half.

The conditions aleo were all agafust"good football.

| The ball was slippery, and the high wind rendered if |

difficult to kick aecurately, while the methods of the

' home team were not exactly wkat might have been |

expected from them. Still, the fact remains that

| Luton gave a display which on the whole was wretched, |

and I am not going to whitewash thermn.

K

| Incomparing the sides it ought to be said that prior |
| to Wednesday Watford had not been defeated this |
 Seagon. In  nearly a dozen matches they had |
rattled up some 55 goals, and had had only five scored i
| agatost them. Not so bad for a Southern League |

| segond division side.

X

| One would desire to abstain from mentioning players |
 individually 3 but a word of commendation onght to be |

that given before half-time |

| nttered concerning Persias, who gave a first-rate |

| exhibiticn - in goal. One or two of bhis saves were
| simply superb.
: 2

Thé Tuton halves were not at their best, and the }
| forwards were weak. - During the whole of the firat |
| half there was only one really good sample of combi-

nation. The defence was not particnlarly strong,

though it was good enocugh to prevenf the lqcals from

| £eoTing,

' 3

| ““Linesman ” says of Watford: *““They are a bard,
| enthusiastic team, but their keenness led them yestey-
day to the foulest of foul play. Iil say that instances
| were common—very common—of players holdiug their

| fiste up to each other and going boyomd even that, it

‘ auged that the referee had no comtrol over
} Z;;(lzlﬁleajgem? I do not say that Luton were angels
without the usual appurtenances, bus Watford were
| certainly the imstigators of the rough work, and if the
| referee had turned Hare off tlge field in the first qu&rt&;
| of an heur the proceeding might have served a goe

3
e *

| Here is evidence tbat the Lutoniaps were moxe amx}e(i
'agaihsu‘ than sinning. Tosum ap, 1t Was & disgrace alil
| eshibition, and I was heartily glad when 1t was al

| over. ,
. #K

' ber 19)
' ' + round (to be played on Novem or 1S
.7 L:Jisltl)rf h}?a?: xa vVery e;.sy task, the draw r?ndemilg it
? n:ceasary for them %0 entertain Shepherd’s Bush ox
-f -I{ichmand Association. |

el

The Burslem teain for to-morrow will be . Birch-

? : | h
| . d Spilsbury ; Boullemier, Beec
enough s Hulme b R Harvey, Simpeon, Poake

| and Heames. FOOTER.
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