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LUTON v. WATFORD,

LOST OPPORTUNITIES MAKE A DRAW,

At this time last season, the chances of Wat-
ford drawing on Luton ground would have been
ridiculed, but it is sad testimony to the
decadence of the Town team to say that they
deserved nothing better than Siturday’'s draw.
On Walsall form, the tie looked almost a gift for
futon, and it seemed something like aundacity

-

for. & Southern Laagoe 2ad Division team to

expect anything but overwhelming defeat at
Bary Park, Y,

Bat Watford did not come to take a beating
easilv. Bafore Sataurday they had played and
won 10 matches, and boasted the extraordinary
goal-average of 53 to 3, haviog ousted Cheshim
and Lowestoft in the previous atages of the
English Cup. Two special trains conveyed
nearly a thonsand Watford supporters to Luton,
despite the rainy atternoon. MclInnes was too
unwell to play and Ekios was not fit, thus
greatly weakening the home forward line. Of
gpecial interest, however, was the re-appearance
of Galbraith in his old positico, and the favourite
‘¢ centre ”’ was warmly welcomed atter a pro-
longed absence.

Mr. B. M. Lockyer refereed with tke follow-
ing teams ;: —

Tuton : Perking: Dow and Williams; W.
Ford, Sharp, and C. Ford ; Darrant, Kemplay,
(GGalbraith, Brock and Hewitt.

Watford : Baker; A, Sharp, and Cuther;r

Wood, F. C. Robins, and Marsh; Hare,
Slaughter, Beach, McNee and Hill.

The ground was wet and slippery, making the
ball difficult to control and the players’ foo'hold
none too sure. Watford started without Robins
and went away with a rush, but were sent back
by the home backs, Galbraith then shooting
wide,. Dow checked a run by Hare, and then
Perkins esaved. from Slaughter. For a few
minutes, the visitors played only 4 forwards, but
Robine now came on the field, Luton got dan-
geroug, and a nice centre from Daurrant should
have been converted. A foul was given against
Sharp, and play became fast and lively. Dow
eleared from a rush on the home goal, and the
game was stopped for an injury to C. Ford.

IWatford came to the fore with some clever

passing by Hill and McNee, who bothered the
home defence & good deal.. The left-winger sent
in o hot shot to Perkins, but was offside. How-
sver, just 23 minutes after the start, Brock and
Hawitt broke through, and Duarrant, who was
close up, popped the ball inside the post, thus
scoring Mo, 1 for Luton. This greatly encour-
sged uhe locals, and vhe spectators cheered as if
gictory was assured.




Watford came to the fore with some clever
passing by Hill and McNee, who bothered the
home defence & good deal.. The left-winger gent |
in o hot shot to Perkins, but was offside. How-
aver, just 23 minutes after the start, Brock and
Heowitt broke through, and Duarrant, who was
close up, popped the ball inside the post, thus
scoring Mo, 1 for Luton. This greally encour-
aged the locals, and vhe spectators cheered as if
gictory was assured,

{

The mucce:ding play seemed to promise a
yomping win for Luton, for W. Ford at once
sent in & hard ¢ grounder ”” which Baker luckily |
kicked ¢nt, Directly afterwards, an exciting
hully tock place almost on the Watford goal-
lines, and a score was averted miracalously.
Hewitt banged the ball in again and Sharp fisted
oub, & penalty beiug, of course, awarded, The
kick was entrusted to W. Ford ; who sent the
leather fiying high over the bar, to the iatense
digappointment of the Luton gpectators and the
wild exultation of the Watfordians.

More exciting play followed. Williams
Lended out a centre by Hill, and from a corner
to Luton, pubin a fice long shot which Baker
fatohed over the line to put outside his goal.
{albraith appealed for a goal, but Mr, Lockyer |
save the defenders the benefit of the doubt.
From hends against W. Ford, Perkins had to
gave a zhot by Hare. Galbraith made a grand
sfogle-handed run down the field, and would
have scored but for the palpable holding by the
Watford backs, Though Luton were baving the
Lbest of the play, the visitors were always
on the alert, and profiting by Williams’s mis-
ltick, made a dashing onslaught. Perking saved
snee from Slaughter, but Hare pouaced on the
ball and equalised amid great enthusiasm. Half-
time wae called immediately with the score :

TNOTON s’ aa sa L1igonl
YWATFORD. . “ve “ae: L5,

{onsidering the numerous chances they had
migaed in the first half, the prospects of Luton
wore not very bright for the second. Only a
minnte after the kick-off, Beach, who had gone
an the wing, made a clear run and Hare shot a
tatally nnexpected goal, giving Watford the lead.
The home team seemed to lose their heads after
thils and played in very loose fashion, failing to
1tilise two corners in succession. Watford were
playing with confidence and energy. Perkins
just saved a beauty from Slaughter at the
axpense of ‘& corner, Williams again putting
bebind, Of course, this pressure evoked loud
cheors from the visitors. ;

Durrant had hard lines in not converting a
ventra from the left, and then Hill forced a
aprner off Dow. Splendid work was being done
by (ialbraith, who caused Baker to run right out
and gaye Brock a lovely pags in frout of goal,
only %o see him make an awful mess of the
opening. The Watford men were defending
soundly, and things began to look very blue for
Luton. After another corner had gone begging,
Darrant was fouled by Marsh and Dow placed
{he kick with fine judgment, a Lutonian’a head
seuding the ball whizzing into the pet. This
eualiser came only 4 minutes before the finish
and won hailed with great joy by the home
crowd who cheered on their mea to ‘‘ Another |
Walsall,” Both sets of players struggled
Yurd but the defence came out iovincible, the
rasult being : !
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