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' (UTONIANS THRASHED AT SMALL HEATH
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A TERRIBLE SMASH-UP.
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~ Despite the extraordinary col_lapse of th'e Lutonians
st Wellingborough last week it was conmidered likely
that against a better class team such as Smnall Heath
they would perform better. Here is the commentary :
The  stripes ” visited Birmingham on Saturday aud
met the ‘* EHleathens ” with the outcome that they were
despoiled of a brace of League points and had nine goals ‘
ehalked up againat them without bping able to respond.
On the Luton side Williams was given a rest;' ar}d Dow |
played at right back, while Hewitt went to inside lef
and Ekine resumed at outside. The Small Heath l
 toam was somewhat different from that eof recent |
 Qaturdaye, Walton being removed to the half-back line
from amongst the forwards while a reserve named
 Qardper was given a trial at inside right, There wus a
srowd of about 4,000 and the weather was very un-
- pleasant,
- The sides were :—

Small Healh : Goal, Clatterbuck ; backs, Archer
and Pratt ; half-backs, Walton, Leake, and Robertson ;
forwards, Inglis and Gardner, (right) M’Roberts,
- {centre) Abbot and Wharton (left), |

Luton Town: Goal, Perkins; baeks, Dow and
Moore ; half-backs, C. Ford, W. Ford and Crump ;
ferwards, Durrant and M’Iunes, (right), Galbraith,
{centre), Hewitt and Ekins (left).

Referee, Mr. T. Armitt (Leek).

The Lutonians started operaticns and pressed in the
sarly portion of the game ; but the home backs
relieved. Later on the ° Heathens ” advanced and from
a centra by Wharton Gardner suceeceded in scoring the !
first goal. Durrant and Galbraith became conspicuous for {
good paszing and the visitors found it possible to malke
¢onsiderable headway ; but Leake returned and Moore
i & struggle near the Luton goal kicked into the net
?[‘ﬂﬁl thus presented his opponents with a second notsh, F
wee visltors breke away on several occasions, but they
ah te Invariably repelled, though the forwards did not

OW at all to advantage. Wharton put on the third

gﬁ&l and Inur . ¢ - -
kg glis a fourth, so that at the interval the

SMALL HEATH, 4 3 LuToN, 0.

int{[oigsaistmé]gem showed far better style alter the
the hey and early in the second half ¢* Gally ” skimmed
r. The brilliancy of the Lutonians was but
t”howe"ef; and it was not long before the
Wwere again engaged in attacking. Perkins
Particulara good deal of work, and one of his saves in
the fifrh Wita marvellous, Inglis was respopsible for
“off Hideg: %% that player havieg meanwhile scored an
Srtimpgon. Robertson goored the sixth from a
°btainiu?th and the same executant suceeeded In
Sighth oqy, “eoventh with a splendid long shot. An
the biuth GTrgm the same player, and Gardner added |
hﬂdly beﬂnéen Bus at the close the Lutonians had b:en
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s INews report says: '‘ Most :
tﬁﬁfdwhn interest ourselves in fonafal?sai—n
ﬂ_t o difficuld matter to reckon up the Smaﬁ
b t:'.mm ghis g QREOL II} ono ghtna t.hﬁy do all that
ost Pmuounqed admirer could wish, and visions
. pwmutmn ab the season’'s end are con.
B heir smark display 3 then they go away to
st PR e whase rec0rd O e e
ﬂgﬁt tl“:f oWB, and E"’E"I’)’bmﬁg i# knocked on the head
with tbj.uuﬂ al defeat’ (thats how some folk put xt){
ghe e and it iz an opinion I have expressed
u:.'r"l : canvinced that & team which can b::&t
m[{lﬂin j_{e&th by four g(‘lalif to one and Luton b‘? nine
> quote ouly two instances, should be worth
: f 20. and, despite the loeal

t
{0 pon€, 11 po ntg out ©
dent who has been very much en

pOre "~ ous © ' . .
.no;gﬂce ) the daily papers during this week, I am of
i on s the team, BS @ whole, is good enough to
opln! nall Heath fo @ much higher position in the
gond Division than they occupy to-day. Why have
Je "ot done 50, then ? my readers may agk. That is
ghey o which i probably puzzling the Small Heath
trs A8 mach a8 anyone, and the sooner it is
e oo 1 renedied the better. I feel certain
:'e n Iﬂiﬂd1 that t;tiﬂl’ﬁ is a screw loose Eﬂme: |
e A5 trusf, 88 am gure all Bupporter
:fhﬁ:;:a ~lub muak do, i.shﬂtt ‘.tihe onmmittgg “?1131
._ +one yptarned 1N their endeavour to find
o tho oa1 this trouble, and take vigorous mea-
-,:ureﬂ ¢o effect 108 removal. After this long preamble
e jiditor, perhapﬂ you ‘Ehlnk it time for me to aa;}
,ﬂu;ethif'ﬁ about tgturday’s game. Luton were the
- itors 10 (loventry-road, and as they brought a good
ith them there seemed every prospect of an
mateh, but the men from the Bedfordshire
| porough oub @ very 8Orry figare indeed, at least, in the
ootin o, Starting early with a good goal from the
foot of Gardner, & 1‘ecrm’t at inside right from the
Ty apd * Heathens popped op goal after goal
| ontil the ~umber reached the record figure of nine for
| goglish League matches this season, A8 may be
oadily impgined, bhe local side were ‘dead on the
R ot and though this heavy score was registered there
| was much more play in midfield than the result would
indicate, the futon wmen failing chiefly when they
. reached the gtucdy ]aacka of Small Heath, Beyond
..'ongratulabing the victors on a capifal all-round dis-
| play, 80 gXpressing the pleasure whieh the big im-
| * ovement in the forward line afforded me I will fore-
' o the customary nn:(,lmﬁm.. As a noteworthy fact it
| may be menfioned that Robertson, from half-back
 yoored three of the five goals registered in the zecond
- palf. NexS Saturday we are to have the conquerors of
. Walsall in the Huglish Cup at Coventry-road, when
; some interest will be evinced in a team that
| wag capable of thiz performanee. Small Heath, if wise,

L 1] take & bint from W'alﬂall’ﬂ downfall.”
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FOGTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.
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Last week, when alluding to the fortheoming mateh
at Small Heath, I made the optimistic statement that
it would not greatly surprise me if the ‘‘stripes”
succeeded in obtaining one if not both points. Readers
will understand why sarcastic ones have been care~
fully reminding me of the utterance all the week.

5

It onght to be said that the words were written
while one was pleasantly glowing with the meritorious
show against Burelem, and before the dizaster at
Wellingborough had ehilled ue through. '

&

What happened at Small Heath is what no fellow
can understand, Wkhat on earth the Lutonians were
about I carnot for the life of me imagine. It 1is
utterly inexplicable, and I am not going to attempt the

imposeible. _ .
%

No doubt many will expect me to verbally tiog the
delinguents. What’s the good?  Criticiem becomes
wearisome and I really have not the heart to indulge
in it, But it is protty evident that there was & sorew

loose somewhere,

There was intense dlmppoinfment manifested in
Luton when the unwelcome tidings came along and

the posting of tho telegram Was greeted with some




hooting, There wag no wonder, for thome of us who

do not seleet that method of expressivg our feclings

~were equally chagrined, |
2

It has been whispered to me that the return journey
wad not so pleagant as it might bave been, Some of
the disappointed wights had been drowning their woes
in the flowing bowl, and I am given to understand that
there were some highly cantankerous exhibitiona, It
iz all very pitiable. '
_ | e

All sorts of rumours were going the round on Mon-
day afternoon, and it was plainly hinted that certain
persons were desirous of severing their connection with
the club. I am mnot altogether surprised, for it is
neither encouraging nor ereditable to be connected
with a team that is able to be thus soundly trounced.
Why, it’s as bad as Darwen. |

#

It was openly said that another such exhibition
would be a death-blow to the club. Truth to tell,

there does pot appear to be much life in the organisa-

pton even now, Football was never at so low an ebb
In the town since the club came into prominence.

A

~ Iiis all very well blaming the public for withhold-
ing their support. I bave been foremost in this in
days gone by : but then the performances of the team
were meritorious. It will scarcely be argued, I sup-
pose, that that has been the case lately. Hence the
lack of support.

LS

The most remarkable thing about the matter is the
atter unreliability of the form. Oue day the team shows
up well agzainst such & side as Burslem, a coupls of
days later it collapses at Wellingborough, at the end
of the week there is another disaster at Small Heath,
and yet on the very next Monday comes a really bril-
liant victory over Seuihampton,

HE
Here is an extraordinary tangle. I am fain to con-
fess that I do not know what to make of it. It is all
vary well o say the team cannot play; but we have
had evidenee to the contrary. Then what on earth is
the matter ? Echo answers * What?” -

XK .
Though there is justification for some Jdespondency
one would desire to say that matiers are not altogether
hopeless yet., With another re-arrangement the eleven
may get into good form once more, and when it does
public confidence will perhaps be restored. Undil.then
it ie a bad look out feor the directors.
T 1
| An allusion to finance b:ings to mind the mabter of
| the appeal in the Glossop transters case. I am heartily
| ¢g'ad that the Luton authorities won. They have plenty
| of ways of epending the money.
J XK

| Perhaps it would be useful to recall the circum-

| gtances of the case. When McEwen and his three

| ocomrades deserted and transferred their affections to

| Glossop £300 was claimed by Luton for the transfers.
The League Committee fixed £200 as the amount to be
paid and against tkis decision Luton appealed.

e

The League appeal commitiee roeferred the mmatter
baek to the management committee, and the hearing
| took place on Friday, when both clubs produced
witnesses. The ountcome was thab (Flossop were ordcared

| to pay the £300 which was claimed, and the deposit of
| £10 paid by Lnton was returned ; but the Southerners
| were muleted in the costs because they did not produce

the requisite witnesses at’ the first hearing.

#¢

. T am requesfed to announce that an anonymous
| donor has f%rwa,rded £5 towards defraying the coste of
| the appenl. The directors are wondering whether any

others of their friends are desirous of emulating this

| worthy action,

s

- )y Second League resulls -—Argenal drew
'_ Liajgggfgugh 0—0: Small Heath beat Lﬁtﬂﬁ 9(;—-0;
| Blagkpool heat Lincoln 3—U; Newton Heat > ir;w;
| Barnsley 0—0; Walsall beab Gamsborqugh E— -
Burton Swifts beab Darwen 4—0 : Grimsby drew

4 __9. Jeicester Fosse beat Port
ey Bnglnton : 2-, +o beat Glossop North
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It is quite refreshin
18 qui g to be able to tu
'%ﬁ Eh apéarto{lmaﬂce and to comsider thrai f;? nl?:d?lfcf:;
all made up our minds that the home

(' .
sl1ipes ™ were to receive yet another thrashing, so
¥

that th :
sk © unexpected victory was all the more wel-
A

It would be idle for me ¢t
o argue that the b
team won. Qf course tha better side on the daﬁy’se;]t;;
secured the victory ; but it was evident that the mea.

" Blders are a far maore clever
L Bﬁt ﬂf 1& . *
strawopolis champions. players than are the
B &

It wasa high time that we scored in i '

| - [0 & win in the United
League_m_mpehtmn. Though the championship ﬂzg?
was flying on Monday, the record of the club showed

that seven matches had been played i W
' : :d Ir th ,
without a single victory. piay @ competition

#

The Lutonians gave a very praiseworthy show,
espegalriy congldering that the brothers ¥ord were
both injured. The introduction of Williams at centre
| baif was accountable for a good deal of the cohesion

that was noticeable, in welcome cantrast to some
' recent diaplays.

o

i Twas very pleased with the capital show which tbe
i Hitchin man gave us. His headiog wag splendid, while ’
his kicking was very fine, He worked well in harmony

| with his forwards also.
2K

Hewitt was another player deserving of high com-
' mendation, for he played a very plucky game indeed.
The backs were in capital form, while Perking wag a
champion. I have been very sorry for the custodian
lately, and hope he will take keait Irom Monday’s

gucCcess,
b <

The forwards were in dashing form. The right
wingers were most conspicuous, and the way that
Haynes and RBobertsou chose to stop Durrant as a rule
was to foul him. They were both punished repeafiedly

for this—and desgervedly so.

o d

not & great BUCCOBS. Both the brothers
exeellently nntil they were injured, and I
:ed W. @.’s pluck in sticking to his
hen he was partially incapacitated.
-4

als scored I have no doubt in my own
qecond point granted to Luton ghonld
preperly have Leen disallowed, for Robinson undoubt-
 edly was unduoly charged. But_the goal obtained by
Mclones which wag refused o little later on balanced
matters. 4t was & beauty and ought to have boen

given.

Ekins was
Ford played
greatly admo
work even w

Ag to the go
~ind that the

s

what disappointed with the Southampion
teixzw ’]E."?gz the ¢lefe[1;?:e was grand, the rearlgt'lml'(i
being in fine fettle. But the forwarda*were n%*bhuearlyl
g0 smart as 1 had imagined they would be. e ou
wide wingers pleased me Iﬂ;ﬂf.-

jatol ity

it 3 ames : Tottenham beat Bristol
Ugltffrgé;giz gﬁﬂ-—l; Wellingborough beat the
‘E'senil on Monday by g0 : IKettering drew with

Reading on the Eame day. A
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The Sportsman remarks : * Football form i
P”ﬂmﬂal‘ y dveoeptive. In the United League, for
lnstance, Southampton have within a week fullom to
Brighton aun Luton, although the lobter have ex-

perienced some rare ‘drubbings '—to wit, at Hmull

Houth lagt Saturday, Then Readivg, after cangnuering
Tottenbam Hotapur, fail to lower the oolours of Kotter-
Ing.  The Arseval defeat Bristol City on the
Westerners’ enclosure—a most meritorious digplay, but
| then draw with Loughborougl, one of the bottom elubs
in the Second Division of the Leazue, and actuully

gavg their number taken down at Wellingborough by
i

)Thﬁe following is from the Sporting ILife: “*W.,
I erking, the Lutoo custodian, bad a hard $ime of it in
Birmingham on Saturday, when the ball was banged
| vast him nine times, * Poor old Perking,’ was shouted
by the erowd on eeveral occasions. Perkics has the
waking ef & good man, his height being 6ft., while he
18 12st. 2Ib. in weight and only 22 years of age. He
wag gecured by Luton from the Kettering elub.”

#x

| extract the following from a report of the Foothall
dssociation meeting: *“ The question of the penalty
kick again arose upon letters received from referces and
others as to whether the circular issued last Febraary
governed Law 10, which awards a free kick for pushing,
| charging behind, tripping, kicking and bolding. The
clreular stated that for ‘uninteutional’ pushing, hold-
lng, and cbarging in the back by a dsfending player
within the 12 yards line, the referee should award a
free kick, Briefly, the question was whether there
could bs such things as accidental offences punishable
by a free kick. It was decided to draw the attention
ot those asking for information te the February

circular, as it contained the view the coumeil held in |

the past, but the whole matter will be placed before
the International  Board between now and next
' Beagon.”

o .

The *° Athletic Star” on Monday night had a clever
and amusing cartoon on the condition of the Luton
ciub, Here is the description which 2ccompanies ib:—
**The gStar” girl went down to Luton on Sunday
(Luton bad ‘‘ gone down ” on Saturday, nine to nothing,
Swmall Heath), and * Gee,” who followed, found her in
tears over the fallen giant. *' I can’t bear to see him
‘80 broken down,” she «obbed, *‘‘ What are you giving
him ?”’ asked ‘‘Gee,” *‘N-n-new milk.,” she gaid.
‘““Huh !” gaid *“ Gee,” ** 'taint new milk Luton wants,

3%
R. Draper bas been seeured by the Queen’s Works
club at Bedford. Here is the way the Bedford Record
refers to him : ‘A decided acquisition at centre for-
ward has been obtained in R. Draper, who hails from
Luton, where he has been assisting the Reserves. He
is tricky and posseszes speed, and when he settles down
in hia new surroundingy should maks thiogs hum a
bit.”
e
The matches in the first round of the competition
proper for-the Bedfordshire Cup are down for decision
to-morrow (Saturday). The games ave as follows home
teams being first-mentioned iu each Instance :-—Leigh-
ton Printers v. Luton Keserves, Toddington v,
Markyate, Leighton Cee Springs v. Luton Viectoria,
Caddington v. Luton Stanley, Bedford QJueer’s v,
Dunstable Reserves, Bedford Towa v, Luton United,
and Sharnbrook v. Bedford Montrose.

FOOTER.

it’s new blood ! ” 5
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