A OTHER AWFUL COLLAPSE.

“mnll Heath met Luton on the Coventry-road
ground, Birmingham, on Saturday atternoon, in
+1ve Seoond League competition, Ao important
shinnge was made in the home team. Walton,
who had previonsly played forward, was sent to
talt-back, and his place in the front line was
teken by Gardoer, a youth from the Reserves.
The spectators were not numerous, barely
sepching 4,000, wheo the elevens faced each
olher as follows :

Soiall Heath : Clutterbuck ; Pratt and Archer ;-

Walton, Leake and Robertson ; Inglis, Gardoer,
WMelioberta, Abbott and VW hartoo.
Ewton - Perkine ; Moore and Dow ; Crump,

W . “ord and C.Ford ; Ekins, Hewitt, Galbraitb,

Wi lanes.and Durrant.
Roferee s Mr. T. Armitt,

{ uton started the game, and at once became

-

aggressive, ruoning into the Small Heath
 guarters and making several emart attacks. The

baoks, however, kept them at bay, and one

anslanght, which looked particularly prom-
ising, was spoilt by the ball being skied over the
har. Then Small Heath began to retaliale.
Wharton, obtaining possession of the ball,
pentred nicely to McRoberts, who returned it
' % hiw, and the left-winger again centreing beau-
. &ifuily, Gardoer came in with a rush and banged
the ball into the net. A few minutes after-
swards the home forwards had anether rush for
- %pe I[nton goal, anud Moore, in trying to save
kzicked the ball between his own poste.
Thess two goals were scored within 10 minutes
nf the start, and Swmall Heath, with this
. advantage, played with considerable energy.
€n6 of their attacks—the result of a good piece
of work by Wharton—ended in Abbott narrowly
missing the goal with a swift shot. At another
. #ime Robertson shot wide. Then Luton ran
- away, and by clever combination worked the
ball into their opponents’ uarters, but there
fihev found Archer too strong. Still they tried
to reach Clutterbuck, and this time were
stopped by Pratt, who kicked strongly and well,
The pame, which was not over-exciting, con-
tinued tobe waged for the most part round the
Liuton goal-keeper. Two or three tines he had
to gave smartly, Inglis and Gardner sending in
shots which narrowly missed their mark. At
innt, during an exciting scrimmage in the mouth
of the Luton goal, Wharton scored the third
roiat for his side. The fourth came a minute
afterwards, loglis putting the finizhing touch to
& grane centre of Abbott’s, Small Heath con-
tinued to have the best of matters up to half-
twme, which arrived with the score :
SMALL HEATH ., .. 4 goals
RN S v % aw tew 10

rlae



After the interval Wharton was the first to
hecome conspicuous. A sgeries of throws-in
foliowed, which enabled Luton to work their
wav down, Galbraith tried a long shot, which

went harmlessly outeide, Then Small Heath |

yaced ewiftly up the field, but Dow just suc-
esaded in stopping their rush, and in another

wmoment Moore was called upon to exercise his |

Aefoneive abilities. A fine shot by Wharton
seomed to be travelling into the net when Inglis
got cloarly offside, Another grand run and
centre by Wharton brought out Perkins, who
removed the darger. Ekins and Hewitt ran
dowan the Luton left, only to be stopped by
Archer, sfter which Galbraith shot out.

Mclioberts gained applause for fine centre
play. Warm work followed in the Luton
ausrcters, where Walton centred into the goal-
month, but Inglis failed to get the ball into the
net, He made amendscoon afterwards by a neat
pentre, which McRoberts touched between the
sosts, thus scoring the fifth goal for his side.
Hardly had the ball been set going again when
Hoberteon, out of a scrimmage, banged it for
the sixth time into the Luton net. Then after
an interval of uninteresting play a loud cheer
burst from the spectators as Robertson, with &
orand long shot, twenty yards from goal, com-
uletely beat the Luton keeper, who had hardly
gecwered himself when the same half-back sens
the ball past him again, bringing Small Heath’s
total np to eight. The heavy scoring appeared
to put a little life into the visiting forwards,
who now made several attacks on the Small
Heath defence, but this proved equal to all
demands, Archer and Pratt presentiog a stub-
born front, and allowing Clutterbuck no chance
~ of exbibiting his abilities. Smuall Heath retali-
ated by ecoring their ninth point, thanks to
Gardoer, who also ran up and shot smartly.
- When the whistle blew for the finish the score
W Ag e

SMALL HEATH .. .. 9 goals
LUTON ™ i ws C0e 0,

NOTES.

- Mesars, . Squires and H. T. Shackleton, of
fmton, witnessed the catastrophe of the biggest
#icore aver made against their team. Though 9
poals looks a powerfsl indictment against any
vefence, I am told that the backs and Perkins
piayved really well, and credit is due to them
for avoiding double figures. The halves were

aopelessly bad, and the forwards could do |

nothing with no support and a powerful defence
opposed to them.

- I'ke ** Birmingham Daily Post '’ says : A game
like that witnessed at Small Heath, on Saturday,
cells for little comment. Save during the first
faw mioutes, there was, to use a colloquialism.
anly ome side in it, and that was not Luton,
Abe Small Heath players, showing excellent
combination, burst through the opposing defence
time after time, and finished up with a record of
Y goals to their credit, whilst Luton failed to
score. Comparisons are wunpecessary, but it
may be said that Small Heath were strong both
in attack and defence, and Luton were weak.
Mellob rts led his men finely to the attack, and
wae assisted ably by Wharton and Gardner, a
mamber of the reserve team, who received pro-
notion and justified it. Abbott was at times
responsible for some capital work, but Inglis
was, on the whole, rather weak, Robertson was
tha pick of the Small Heath half-backs, and he
himeelf scored no fewer than three goals, The
rosolt came as a great surprise to the home
team’s supportere, who had not forgotten that

Walsall won the Staffordshire Cup tie on the
previous Monday.
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