FOOTBALL.

LUTON TOWN v. GRIMSBY,

LEZAGUE POINT3 FOR LUTON.

A CAPITAL DISPLAY,

Dundroasy-like, one is foroed to the conelusion that
the Luton footballers are what no fellow ecan under-
ghamd. Who, for instance, after their ternble exh:bi-
tHon at Brlatol would bave thought them eapuble of
Jefeatine Grimsby in a Second League encounter!
Surely nobody. Yet they showed themselves oapable
of Ik, snd they gave a really oreditable display into.
the bargain when the sides met on Saturday. It vwau
difRouls to comprehend how a team capable of doing su
well aa did she locals on that occasion could have
beonm o soundly tbrashed in some other matches,
There wae not & very large altzudance of spectators
when the sides lined up—a fact attributable more to
the alienation of erstwhile supporters than to the
dulnees of the weather, for the enthusiast recks not of
atmospheric eonditions unless there be blizzards ou
bard. ©Oo Saturday a cold wind prevailed, and this |
interfored a good deal with the play. It ought to be
anid before progeeding with the details of the game
that ¢ho home team lacked the services of Moore, who
bad boen injared in the previous week, and that W,
Word waa still uanable to appear. -'

The alevens ravged up thus :— |

Ladom  Town : Goal, Perkins; backs, Dow and
Williame ; baif-backs, C. Ford, Sharp end Crump ;
forwards, Dorrant and Mclones (right), Eemplay
{oentre), Hewitt, andExins (left). -

(Jeimsby: Goal, Bagshaw; backs, Mountain and
Hidd : helf-backe, Cberry, Gray and Nelmes; for-
wards Jenkinson and Greenwood (right), Cockshutt
{ocutre), Batoliffe and Griffithe (left). | !

Referee, Mr. J. E. Carpenter (Leicester); neuntral
lineamen, Messrs, C. Walker (Derby) and J. W, Bailey

{Lalasstar),
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The home eaptain won the toss and took advantage
of the wind, .The *' fishermen ” attacked euarly, and
theay were lookiag very dangerous when a foul drove
them baok.. A free-kick for a  foul throw in was
swarded against Luton, following which Cochsbntt
missed very badly. Dorrent got under weigh well,
though only to send behind. Greenwood steered wide,
this performance being sandwiched between fouls by
Sharp and ¢, Ford., From the second of these free-
kicks the ball was sent up well, and Grifitha experienced
no dificulty in loweriog Perkiuv’s eoclours, * This
inltial point was obtained after only a few minutes’
play. The Grimbariany wers exhibiting good form,
thoir efforts being oharacterised by comsiderable dash.-
Soon ofier the reverse which hes been chronicled the
iosnle commenced to show up more promioently. At
one atage Ekins bad a parrew escape of scoring., A
sornnr was foreed by Duarrant, who steered behind the
lime iz taking the flag-kick. Wiiliams was playing an
sspecially fine game and he came through on two or
threo ogcasions in a style that evoked the admiration
of all present. Durrant beaded on to Kemplay, who
teated Bagshaw with a splendid header, the goal-
keaper saving vicely, Hewitt was incapacitated for
¢ime by a kick fiom Mountain. Crump, by the way,
was playing in very good style. A couple of free-
kicks were awarded sgainst the vieitors in rapid suoces-
gien, but later on they mauvaged to secure a corner.
Jonkinson shot in hard, though over the goal.
Trom a beautiful ecentre by Ekins Hewitt missed.
S¥elames obtained possession and sent in. It seemed to
moat of those present that Bagshaw carried the ball
inte the net, and the customary appeal was made ; but
the referee did not see Lis way to grantiog the poinf,
Mountain, who had been exhibiting some roughness,
reocived & heavy blow in the face from the ball as it
akidded off Ekius’ toe, whereat there was s desl of
Janghter—and rot much pity for the back. The home
outeide left just afterwarda got clear and centred
magnificently and the downfall of the Grimaby goal
followed, Durrant equalising with & lovely shot, Ilay
now Became fast and farioue, the home players exerting
themselves strenuously to obtain the advantage.
1isInnes was steuck beavily in the face with the ball,
20d Inter ou hard pressure by the locals led to some ex-
siting soenes in front of the Grimshy goal. Hewiit was
reaponsible for an especinlly hard chot, which Bagehaw
dealt with cleverly. The custodian abouf this tims,
(ndeed, was about the best man on the zide of the
* gghermen.” The Lntonians were playing with great
Jash just mow. . Reeeiving the best pass of the day
‘o Bkine, Durrant got olear and zoored in first-rate
wiyie. 'This was by far the most admirable piece of
siny of the day, and the spectators did pot forget to
chesr. ‘The *‘stripes” were now oue ahead, and
warstors  looked = promising. Perkins was called
upon 40 eolear just after his comrades bad  we-
sured, the lead, and shor'ly afterwards Kempliy
had hard luck close to goal, this belng balanced hy
smother natrow escape of wsoring on %he part of
CGirimsby, Durrant was badly fprled and so nasiily
dwmaged #s to bave the steam taken out of bim for
s vest of the game. Mclnnee broke away splendidly
Hking travelled across the goal, while a further good
.fiort produced s corver, foilowing which came another
varrow ewsape of seoring. At the interval Luton
to bold the lead with the following

T
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Shortly after the resumption, when the strangers
had the wind in their favour, Perkine gave a corner,
which was not furned to account. The Lutonians paid |
A visit to the other end and sent wide. Ekins was
rosponsible for & glorious shet which was only just eaved |
and Urump followed up with a beavty from a long |
range, both having a terrible lot of powder behind |
them, Hewitt was next to come into evidence with a |
grand attempt which wonld bave gone into the net had |
not Bemplay got hiz head in the way and directed the
Hail over the bar. Mountain bere retired and took
ng further part in the game. XKemplay broke |
through and scored a beautiful goal by indi- |
vidual play, though the pass which he 1eceived from |
Dwurrant was worthy of resognition, Mclnnes very
narrowly missed heading through  afterwarde. Xrom a !
eentre by Ekins Sharp skimmed the bar by a foot. !
Melnnes was trying very bard indeed to score oné ** on |
‘his own,” and just now he landed a good shot in the |
sustedian’s handr, while another ecapital attempt was |
fisted away. Ekios was nastily fouled, while from a
nase by Hewitt the left winger let drive a glorious ghof, |
the best attemnpt of the day. Hewiit sent through |
naatly from a centre by Durrant, and Mr. Carpenter |
sppeared to allow the peint; but after consulting with |
opeé of the linesman the referee disallowed 15, This |
wae apparently on the ground of vfi-side. The absence |
of the right back was as great a disadvantage to Luton |
»8 Ye¢ Grimsby, for the foimer were persistently atfack- |
ing snd they were repeatedly pub off-iide. Grimsby |
gont through with the same result. A corner forced by |
Ekine was resunltless, and later on the leaders had |
ansther narrow miss, C, Ford and one of the Grim- |
barisns got at loggerbeads and the intervention of the
roferea beoame necegsary. Uuring the last quarter of
st bour the vi-itors improved » good deal. Sharp
gomceded & corner which was mnot faken advan.
tage of. Durrant caused Bagshaw to clear:
from a grand ons, and another lovely e¢ffore
by Bkine was puncbed away. When Perking had
given another corner, Mcinnes once more sent over the
bar, A corner fell to Luton, and then as the end was
drawing near G:imsby failed badly., The outcome was
that the locals secured a couple of much-needed Lieague
points with the following totala: 4 '
e e U OTON, 3 5 GRIMBBY, - Lo

L

vicitore to say that had the gcors been six to ore in
thelr favour 1t would have more nearly represented
the game, The Grimsby goal seemed to be charmed—
the ball skimmed the cross-bar or travelled just wide
of the posts persistently, many of the shots being
tremendously bard. Ekins and Darrant played
grandly amonget the home forwarde, the former
giving one of his best exhibitions, while Mclnnes
worked splendidly, Crumpand Ford were prominent
at half, Willinme was most copspicuous at hack, and
Porking saved finely at times, The Grimeby lot gave &
‘uirly good account of thernselves, though their display
wen remarkable rather for dash and wvigour than
sgiense, They played with great deternination and
were unlucky not to score once or twice, Inacourate
shoeting, indeed, was a very prononuced defecs with
thewn, Mr, Carpenter was not & striking sucoess,
sovorsl of his decicions biing distinctly questionable,
The saccess of the heme side wis received with great
vnthusiasm in Luton, for the men have been under
ciomd vecently, aud admicers were heartily glad to be
ahle 1o recoguise a return to form, espceially in view
of the important Cup tie st Tottenham nest Baturday,
After this vietory many are filled with sanguine
cepeatabions ap to the outcome of the Tottenham test,
bt it in resogoised that to defoat the 'Spure on thelr

@wun grouud is @ task of extreme d.flioulty,”

The Sporting Life weues: **It is only fair to the
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FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.

One's prime note this week must he one of con-
sratulation to the players on. & magoificent game
against Grimsby. There has been no mid-week mateh,
so that there is mo United League defeat to ailoy the

ploasure,

4

I was asked prior to the comamenoement of the game
on Saturday what was likely fo be the outecome. What
wae oue to say? Well, my reply was assuredly not
favourable to the Luton chbances. Acecuged of pessi-

miswm, I pleaded guilty.
04

For of a suvety the dieplays during the last few weeks
have been anything but consistent. Anyhow, on
Saturday the cleverest e:i ios could not have found very
glaring faults in the men’s show,

p

It iz eurisus how many fuctuations there may be in
a pame of football, Thus, on Baturday the °* fisher-
meu® went off in a style that promised well, after-
wards in the second balf the locals awept ail before
them, while towards the emd the visitors once more

made bhesdway.
o

1t would be idls $o suggest that the winners did no$
deserve their sucecess. They did ; for they were by far
the botter team on the day’s play., 7This may be said |
without very eeriously disparaging the strangere, who
played extremely well,

1

s

The fact of the matter was that the Lutonians
exhibited such dash and brilliance &s I have not wit-
nessed from them for a long time past.. Let us bhope
that the improvement may be continuous and that at
Tottenham-—but that is another story.

e

The Grimsby lot, one ought to say, were at juat
ahout fall strengtb, whereas Lufon were withount
Moore sand W. Ford., The absence of Moore let in
Sharp at centre half. |

A

What » wonderful difference it makes to a team
when one man is at his best! Such was $be case with
George KEkins on Saturday. MHe played his finest game

of the aeason, with the resulé that he was emulated by
his comrades., f

- 4

- (Gleorge dashed away biilliantly at frequent intervals

and his centres were marvellous. It gives me the
utmont plearure to be able to say that twe of the
goals were sceured from his centrea.

¥

Durrant, too, was in great form. The way in which
he secured his second goal was a revelation to many.
Unfortunately the youngster was damaged a bit, =o
that he eould not do himself justice in the second Lalf,
He is verifying my statement that he is worth the
W&tﬂhing. ’

7

The veteran MclInnes was also going great guns,
anid wherever there was ticklish work to de there was
" Teammy "’ eager for the fray. The captain tried very
bard iodeed to notch a goal affer the interval, and be
came remarkably close more than once, too, f

o ' g
~ Kemplay was deserving of commendation, if only for
the glorious eample of individuasl play which led to the
scoring of the third goal. It was a very fine achieve-
ment, Hewitt was regponsible for more than ons good
exhibition ; indeed, it puzzles me te find mush weak-
ness im the forward rank, s _
e Lo SO
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Crump woes to my mind best of the halves, Oneshot

from his toe was a red-hobt one, while he tackled

splendidly ab other times. Both Sharp and U, Foyd,
however, were worthy of eommendation.

3

To say that Williams was the better of the backs
need not be econstrued into any detrimeut to his
partner. DBoth were in superb fettle, and the Hitehin
man gave ur the best and most plucky show that I have
geen from him up to now,

A

Perkins had not very much to do, for the ° fisher.
mea "' gould not shoot. But there were two or three
teasers, and the custodian dealt with them admirably.
The only sbot that beat him was after & goal-kick, and
not much importanse is to be attached to that.

#

Lot us spare & few words for Begshaw. He gave a
splendid exhibition, and it was moere or less due to him
that the seore againet bis side was not very much
larger. Everybody greatly admired his weork.

W

For of & fruth the bombardment of the Grimeby
goal was very severe, Repeatediy the ball skimmed
the bar or missed the post by s foot, and it was only
by the moat marvellous slice of good fortune that the
Grimbarians were not &3 soundly thrashed as were the
Darwenians.

k5

It was bard Inck for the visitors fo be deprived eof
Mountain’s servises during the seecond half, But that
piayer had been very reckless, and the game was not
far advanced when he managed to lay out Hewitt.
This may bs construed as justification ;: but I believs
the injury to Mounfain was unintentionally inflicted.

- 4

Tho halves were a fair trid s but the forwards werse

nak very swarf, and they neglected opportunities with-

cut end. Jeukinson and Grifths plessed me most.,

A

What Mr. Carpenier was about when he disallowed

Howitt's geal in the recond moiety I eannot imagine,

It was ay fair a point a8 counld be, and to my mind

theve was no semblance of off-side about it,

%

There was plenty of jubilation after the game, and

reasonably so, for few if any expested $he locals to

emerge sucoesstully from the ordeal. That they did
t0_was coreditable, and I award them my meed of

DIatse,

#

Other Second Leagne games on Saturday were ---
Woolwicsh Arsenal 5, Newton Heath 1 Gainshorough
Treinity 1, Small Heath 1; Leicester Fosse 4, Blackpool

0; Barpsley St. Peter’s 1, Walsall 1 : Glossop North
Bod b, Burton Swifts 0 ; Leughborough 1, Darwen G ;

Manchester City 3, Barslem Port Vale 1.
i . [ .
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- Ob course the attention of all enthusiastie foot.
ballers on- Saturday will be centred on the great
mateh beliween Luton and the ‘Spurs at Tottenham,
Lbe special traing which the Midland Railway are

rapuing ought to ba well patronised, for the f:
only 2s. :

e

Thers is pure to be plenty of excitement : there
always is when these sides meet. I am told that the
‘Spurs do net atall fancy meeting the Lutonians aud I
can quiie velieve it, for the “stripes” are as a rule s
very bard nut to orack, '

A

ihe ohances? Well, if I eould count upon the
Lutonians to play such a game ag that of Saturday I
should not have the slightest fear; bute——, Lot us
hope that the men will rise to the occasion and by
qualifying for the ecmpetition proper show that the
'‘Spurs are not such very dreadful beings after all,

A

i e o ]
Th h hould nob be greatly
fhe rermlt may o anything. I should not be greatly |

JUrpri if the - eaeily, for the match

surprised if the Tottorians won easily, for the match

is om thoeir pitoh ; but on the other kand I bear in mind |
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- The only thing I have to say to the Luton men is to
infuse plenty of dash into their game—and to keep
their heads on. If George Ekins and one or two more
are only in form I shall not fear, for the rest may be
ocounted upon to rise to the oceasion,

i

Until Satorday I was very despondent; but now I
really am euntertaining the thought that we, after all,
tave n chance of winning. That my thought may be
borue out by the result is my devout wish,

*

It will be no disgrace to the Lutonians to lose: but,
on the other hand, it would be an immense hencur to
them to win, I see *‘Rover” does not fancy the
chances of the Lutonian®, and that sort of gives me
heart of grace,

ale

On Blonday the Reading players are due at Luton in
a United League engeunter, The heme lot ought to
win—but will they ? |
b4

T understand that the Luton team to play at Totten-
ham is likely te bs constituted similarly to that of
Saturday last, Should W, G, Ford be suflicientiy re-
covered he will appear at centre balf in lieu of Sharp.

-

i regret to learn that McInnes has puffered a bereave-
ment this week in the death of his mother., He has
been North in order to attend the funeial, which took

place on Wednesday,

|

y - .

A good deal bas been heard during the last few days
coneerving probzble new playere. I am informed that
negotistions bave been proceeding with a sentre for- |
ward 5 but at the time of writing the parties had not
gome to terms. The man iz Mullen, of St, Mirrens,
who is described as a player of the Dousldson type.
We oould do with some of the vigorous Donaldsonian

methoda just now,
b

The following clipping from the Sporting Life will
interest readers: ** We understand that {'ottenham
Hotspur are trying. to indace G. P. Wilson to play for
them in their Cup games, and it ie also rumoured that
another well-known amateur bas balf signified bis
intention of taking sides with them. IT it is correct
the *Spurs will sertsinly be Iucky.” I wonder who i3 |
the other _:‘éﬁgﬂffiﬁb wn amateur.,” G, Q. Smith would
h“ e b m?éh' 74 | ~ FQOTER.
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