Played at Luton on Tuesday. Result:—

~ Laton Towis oooaia. TR . 1 goal.
Woolwich Arsenal ..c...- 1 goal.
The bteams were as follow : —
. Ford,

T,uton : Perkins; Dow and Moore:
Williams and Crump Brock, Melnnes, I em-
play, Burgess, snd Ekins.

Apsenal : Ord; MoPhee and Anderson: Mo,
Thok and Davis; Mc(Geogh, Hay waod, Hunt,

Hannah and Shaw. ;
referee, Mr. J. C. Tillotson.
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A more disastrous day than Tuesday lor a
holiday match there conld not have heen. The
wind all the morning had been blowing greal
guns, und when this went down & bit, the raim,
which had been persistently doing its best to
damp the ardour of foothall enthusiasts, des-

50 | sended in torrents, not only making it extreme-

i1 1y uncomidrtable for people out of doors, bub
1y | also turning the pitah on the Bury Park enclo-
he | qoe into a quagmire. At one timae, it seemed
g | yery  doubtful whether it would be possible
1 | 4o play a League match, but alter effectually
i b oneiling the gate, matters mended a little, and

il | yhe teams turned oub m the presemoe of about
114 couple of thousand spectators.
- ] -

ry |  With the conditions £o th}'emely unfavourable,
+ic could have anticl-

h‘.} | nona but the most optimistio
nd | pated @ high-class display, especially as both
teams had been through a pretty good gruelling
i their previous matches. As a fact, however,
a5 | the game wWas both better and worse than might
be | 1 ave been expected. It was better in regard to
tha amount of work put imn. Tor an exhibition
of dogged and determined work 1t could scarcely
ed | | ave been surpassed. Tt was worse as far as the
up | goulness of the play was concerned, for the
b, | Apsenal, taking advantage of the extraordinary

Lf | cmplacency of the referee, carried the tactics for

ble | which they have acquived a ﬂﬂf_llfﬁ!"h&ft: unpleasant

I | potoriety, ta the exireme Limat:
= @
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| l My Tillotson i3 a releree of great experience,
va8 | but [ am afraid he imust have sOCK & cood deal
alf | of remarkably vigorous football if ha could de-
an- | gept n Tuesday’'s game nothing more than
his | ordinary fouls, or nothing morethan an ocpasionsl
xob | snd apparently nol Very corioug warning could
at- | st right. The fouls of Anderson and the three

ldy | halves wera gross, open, palpable, and these men
me | caamed to gather fresh courage as they went ou.
& % -

old h When = Luton forward got the hall and ap-

peared likely to broak away, ne was trippéd ap

| almost as & matter of course. (tenerally, a foul

om | ywas given, tut these trips were SO constantly re-
Tly | peated that the strong hand of the law might
by | with much benefit to all concerned have been a
on | jitile more in evidence than it was. Then
old | the second hall Moir seomed 4o think  he had
re- | antered for a wresthng competition, and the
ar® | bouts he had with Bkins might have gainéd him

some credit in that direction, but from: 2 football

point of view 1t was simply shocking.
- - ®

eedd | Although 1 have only spoken of the v181toTs,

sbs. | T do not wish it to be inferred that all the Luton

plavers were entirely freo from blame, but their

weak and puny efforts were completely eclipsed
== { b their evidently more practised OppONeNts.
0 { Still, T think with the majority of referees there
would have been more than one penalty on both
sides. 'Then, again, Mr. Tillotson was far from
«triot on the offside rule. In the first half, the
fid Arsenal left wing frequently infringed 1t witk
id- | impunity, whilst Ekins got in one of his mos
nng | dangerouns centres from: a palpably offside posi
the | tion, and the wonder was that Luton did no
cent | goore from it.  Altogether, Mr. Tillotson’
Am ¢ | {gpiency would have damaged the reputation ©
1ArD | many & younger mail, and coming from him, 1

1Toh | ypa amazing.
L. F o

. Having unburdened my mind somewhat on th
m&@ score of the whistle-holder's sins of omission, |
.£ will now procesd to details of the play. Luto
fix- | wwon the toss, and took what advantage they coul
pam, | from the wind, which, however, blew almos
- a6 | directly across the ground into the grand stanc
ft‘fr Tha _ﬂrﬁt incident was a laughable one, Burges:
3 Y | in his anxiety to get the ball into the Arsens
d %} goal, knocking it towards the desired hoven wit
Araw his hand., The free kick which followed, rt
s lieyed the pressure for a moment, bu
e Laton scon mada 16 manifest that they wer
: o | going to get & goal if possible, and after Broce
play, | and Kemplay had made a gallant attempt to ge¢
m I;}rlr;nugié. Fking was applauded for a lovely sho
art. | taken from the touch-hi -
ftant | Ord. tonch hnes-.and punted Ouib b
in | * u »
quite | Williams aftarwards sent a shot by the w
right righta, ana then Dow got i a long and wel
i ‘Jﬂt arreatad  kick. Kemplay obtained possessic
- and and & nig-kick by McoPhee gave him a nice ope
” ing. Of he went at a tangent, with Andersc
o and the other man in full ory. but Kempl:
d | ranaged to keep to the front. and letting fiy f
.med. | a1l he was worth, sent the ball crashing into t
& oX- | pat. Thux Lutor: were one up. |
» =

wuble. |  The homesters continued to show surprisi
thﬂm good form, but Burgess, who ﬂhi-biteﬂpﬂ ;E
Ekins | deal of pluck and dash at the commenceme
arted, | of the proceedings, soon found the pace a tri
| too warm for him, and was congequently rath
ko weak when 1t came to a culminating effo
E Lk A.twther grand centre by Ekins led to a stro
’mftr; _a-.t.taek on. the'Amenal goal, and eventually O
rug | wae tested with a splendid shot by Willian
b vio- Then the visitors got away two or three tim
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v conoede a orner,

ast was obliged
1d Pow at last y ammled.

om which nothing tangible

e

Tuton agamn put the pressure Omn, a,nd | a&i’eifer
Villiame bad had another shy, Burgoess mi, “a
ood run, and Wilhams f}nd-Furd ooming to ti] .
wistanoe. Molanes received and sent over the |
oY, three bad fouls by _;A-nrderwr_»n} with

ar. L wo or 0 | 80T, ¥
yeock for the viching, noxt claimed attention,

nd then Ford pub in one for Lutom, the fpfiwei
1ok leading to a fruitless corner. 'Lhe ArsenﬁL
orwards followed with one OF two prgtty m;r;:u
nd just before the interval Perkins h@dl p(:v_msm ?
iy first save. 1t was 1l gvery way wmft-hy ul
im. Hannah got oclear and runng Lt;g .]l le
ight in, gent m & olipping &hot, which ] rm 1_4;:.115
wegociated 1 his most 3101_:(::11'11_;;15}_16(1 raanner,
ruch to the satisfaction of the onlookers.

w <

Ai the interval, Luton abill retained their lead,
bat things did not look very promising when

a | : L s | i =
play was resumed, Moore not reappearing untli
| had made two or three agsaults on

the Arsena | el
the Luton goal, the most dangerous being from

a well-placed corner, the ball 81:51L.i.11g‘ the cross-
bar and leacling tota; great SOrLmTAES LI 11"?111‘.
of the uprights. It was sool after this that
Flkips., though olearly offside, was allowed to
take the ball up and centre across the mouth ot
the Arsenal goal. K emplay and Brock both
made a iush for it, and both missed, whilst
Meclnnes, who was not in so fav ourable a posi-
tion, put the wrong side of the net. -
2] w *

Both ends were then attacked n turn, but the
attempts of the Arvenal had the more gting 1n
them, owing chiefly to the fact that Moore was
pretty well incapacitated, and was quite unable
ta tackle. The other defendaers, however,
worked like horses, Dow and Williams being
vary conspicuoug, and the Arsenal were beaten
back again and again. Thew 1t was that Ekins,
in trying to get away, was so badly fouled by
Moir, whilst immediataly afterwards Brock was
fotched over by Anderson. Williams replied
 with several for Luton, not so dirty, but suffi-
 siently pronounced to call for free kioks. Krom
' one of these, Hannah got olear, and sent 1n a
beautiful shot which was just as beautifully saved
by Perkius.
& g w

More fonling by Moir, and loud and angry
demands to ‘° turn him off the field,’”’ made things
rather exciting, and then Davis, taking a free
kick given by Dow, put in a fast low shot whicek
led to a few exceedingly warm moments 1 the
mouth of the Luton goal, but eventnally Perkins
was triumphant. Meclnnes, in making the
funning to the other end, was tripped twice 1n
| succession by Ihck, and after the free kick had
been taken, Willlams got 1 a grand shot al
along the floor, (31’6. oringing off a good save.
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Only about five minutes remained for play.
{ _5-‘11{1 people wera just making up thewr mind;
| that Lutory would be left in possession of a well
_ _deserved* victory, when the Arcenal went down

on the right, and profiting by Moore’s inability
{ to stop the rush, Mc(zeogh worked his way uy
| to goal and shot. Perkins made 2 brilhiant cave
| but before he could fully recover himself, Shaw
__-uﬂtted the ball with a very clever shot. Thus
Lauton had one pﬁoint tal:e-n from them.

L 4

~ And yet, although there were only three o
fou.r minutes to go, the wonder 1z that the score
| d-ld nod undergo a further alteration. In the firs
place, the Arsenal wont straight away from the
half_—way line, and the inside forwards dribblec
the ball to within two or three yards of goal
where, just as they were going to put on ths
ﬁn_;_t-shlnq touch, Perkins stooped down and tool
,%m- ball clean off their toes. A moment later

kins was clear at the other end. but he sho

ab too long a range, and Ord easily saved.
7 » - &
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W -_ 5 It may be stated that Perkinsg oniy
touched the ball twice during the whole of the
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 Dnee Koemplay headed a goal that was dis-
allowed for offside which the players asgsert
should have been allowed, for Kemplay was
placed on side by ome of the locals, who played
it bofore the oentre-forward headed through.
From the stand it looked to be offside, but 1if
ona of the others touched it before it reached
Kemplay, of course it was a legitimate pomnt. It
seomed hard lines, too, for Luton when the final
whistle blew, for Ekins was just on one of his
great sprints, he bad beaten half and backs, and
was quite olear with only the goalkeeper io beat
and thirty yards away from goal when time was
sounded. The referesing, though, was very good
indeed ;: very different from Saturday's exhi-
bition, |
| o . x
I was delighted with the Lutomians' display.
They played one of their very best gamse of the
geason in $he second half. They worked better
together, and probably the chief seorst of fneir
improvement was because the men kept thewr
places beiter. Perkina was Al in the first half,
but hig place was almost a isinecure 1n ‘the
second. - Moors kicked well and strong, although
his knee troubled hind a little bit. Williams did
grandly in the second half. The halves wera a
decided 1mprovement on Saturday’s form.
Crump was good, Sharp played a capital game,
and little Rally did splendidly.
A ,, . 2

. The man that gave the most satisfaction in the
forward string was Brock. He did a lot of clever
useful Yhings, and he showed that dash and fear-
lessness which have apparently been locking so
long. On the other extreme wing, HKking wag
1u fine fettle against his old comrades, and Birch
worked effectively and well. Kemplay played a
good game, and Mclnmes, though last, was far
from being the least effective, for Tommy played
A& clever, clagsy game. He dribbled well, with
good ~ idgment;, and gave his confreres many good
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The game therefore ended in a draw, a state
of the poll which was perhaps warranted by the
gtate of the play. It was3 a very hard battle, and
hut for the ovils to which 1 have referred gfa.'}t.z.]fl
hava taken rank among the best. The merits of
tha teams differed considerably. The Luton de-
fevce wag more brilliant than that of the Arsenal,
and the latter's forward play was prettier than
that of Luton, where Durgess was the weal spot.
The Reserve exhibitdd plenty of pluck, and
showed a good idea of the game, but he was
sorely handicapped by want of training. He
thoroughly deserves another trial, and several
after that, but if he will take my advice he will
nos oultivate any fancy kicks. There's no time
for them 1n the Ifague. Emt-cllei of to-day.

Brock gave a very much betfer display than
in hig last game= on the Luton ground, and put
a lot of dash into his work, but as a wing man
he should learn to part with the ball at the first
opportunity. As I have said before, and as any-
one watching the game can easily see, an ordinary
gentre, taken on the run, with the ball dropping
about twenty ayrds from goal, i# generally far
more effective than a much eleverer centre puf
in from tihe corner. 'Mclnnes, Kemplay and
Ekins all played in first-rate style, and (eorge
was hreartily cheered for the sturdy way in which
he played up to Moir, despite the latter's rough

usage.
it B - 8

~ All three half-backs did gplendid service, Wil
ltams i particular bewng nearly always on the
gpot, whether it was in attack or defence. Dow
lalso playved a great game, his kicking being re-
markably elean and well-timed, whilst Perkins
once again proved himself to be the best goal-

keeper Liuton ever had.
P u &

As to the visttors, the forwards, as T have said,
formed the more taking part of the team, being
a well-balanced set, and going away in a line
whenever they got the chance. The halves were
vigerous—a great deal too wvigorous, in fact-—
and_Andersan, when he confined himself to fair
tacties, gave a good account of himself, MdaPhee
- was a bit weak. Ord in goal did all that was re.
quired of him, but be did not have so much to
do as Perking in the second half.

On Saturday, Luton go to Plumstead to play
& League (2nd Division) match with Woolwich
Arsenal. At the time of writing, it is uncertain
what the eleven will be, but it seems probable
that we rhall get nearer the full team than we
have done for a long time past. Moore, it ap-
vears, fell down and cut his knee on Tuesday :
it was not a recurrence Ef the old injury.

~ Luton’s postponed matches with Reading and
Nawto'n Heath have been arranged. Lut{f}r% wil]
go to ,:-N:ewtan ‘Heath on Feb. 25th. and Reading
will visit Laton on March 20th.
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