THE UNITED LEAGUE.

LUTON TOWN v. BRISTOL CITV.
Played at Luton on Monday. Result:—
Bristol City . .. 3 goals.
1 goul.

Luton Town

The teams were as follow:—

Tmfon: Perkins; Dow and Moore; Sharp,
Williams end C. Ford; Brock, Molnnes, Gal-
braith, Boutwood and Crump. .

Bristol: Moxteith; Barker nud Caie; Stewnrt,
Moloen  ond  Hamilton; Langham, Gozd,
Murphy, O'Brien and Potter.

Raoferee, Sergt. Burrow.

At one time of day, A visit from Bristol City
would have been & big attruction at Luton, but
 public intorest scems to be so wuch on the wone
locadly, that doespite the gloriously fine weather,
not more than five or six hundred people turned
out to witness the matoh. Enthusiasm and con-
fience seem to have departed, and scarcely one
of those who patronised the Bury Park enclosure
had any faith in Luton’s ability to win, more
espeamnlly in view of the fact that there wore fresh
absentees from the team.

Kemplay was in_bed with influenza, and Dur-
mnt was incapacitated by a damaged knee, and
their accession to the ranks of the sick and injured
completed a full ptring of forwards whose ser-
vicas were unavailable, viz., Ekins, W. Ford,
awitt, Kemplay and Durrant. T don’t know
whether there aver was a football team dogged
iy such ill-luck, but I ean only say thab T have
nayer hesrd of one. And the worst of it is, the
ill-luck sooms to become more and more pro-
mounoed at time gaes on.

How in the world ean n team be expeoted to
show §o advantage in the face of such dishearten-
ing eircumstances? Loss upon loss, Josa upon
Jom+—lom of matohes, loss of points, loss of players,
and loas of supporters—it is enough to erush the
Jife ouf of sny team, and under thesa conditions

it wauld be surprising indeed i€ Luton could hold
theix own aguinst men who are full of confidence
and vigour end bunyed up by the cheers of en-
Yusinstic followers.




Dho Luton followare, as I have said, were not
vary numerous on Monday. and they were not
pacticularly enthusiastic. They cheered o little,
howaver, when at the outset the homesters at-

tacked two or three times in succession, and
especially when Williams gob in a beautiful shof
which Monteith saved. Then Bristol retalinted,
Langhtn going away on the right and g,au.mg
in 2 good centre. Williams clearod, but the City
eoming again, Dow miskicked and let in Potter,
who just failed to reach the ball before it went
over the lino.
ufon going to the other ond, Crump, re-
ing from n throw-in, raced awny and sent in o
b shot, but Monteith d, and tha
ball was quickly taken up the field, where Por-
Jons wae ealled upon to save shot from Gard,
This ke did, bul & moment Iater he was clearing
from o Kood cenlre [m»cl o¢ the forwards were
mmkmg a rush in his diregtion, and tho ball from

k-ok struck Gazd and rebounded into the

Thus the firat goal of the match was a very
Jucky one, and as nsual against Lulon. Ap-
parently nothing daunted, the homesters went
full steam nhead, and xunomug upon o protty

m by the whale of the forwards, MoInnes
lo\whed the ball to Boutwood, who had o grand
apening, but nnfortunately lie stopped too long
to take aim, and Barker mipped i and kicked
away. This rather cooled Luton’s courage, and
Bristol trundling the ball to the other end, had
a number of shots at goal, but Perkins kept his
head well, and effocted several good saves,

Liuton then took another turn, and Crump shot
into the goal-keeper’s hands, but Brook fell down
in the effort to charge tho custodian, and tho
latter was able to clear. Dow next placed nicely
from handes agninst Caie, bot Bristol oloared,
only to be benten back again, and Galbraith,
who tiad warked hi» wny ou fo the left wing,
putting accoss to the other side, Brock headed
to the pontre, and MeTnnes struck the inside of
the upright with a good shot which Monteith then

mans, to get away. Hard luck sgain, for a
goal wna fully deserved.

From this nmt up to half-time play was pretty
ovonly distributed, both goals being attacked in
tarn, but the mturvul arrived with the scora
woaltored. Luton had really heen playing & good
donl better than might havo been expscted, and
with only one goal against them thers was still
soma hopa thet they wonld he able to pull the
gume out of the fire. Thoy went away with &
rush, too, as soon a8 play was resumed, and after
Brook end Crunp bad put in good oontros,
‘Molnnes pent in o hot Aot which brought Mon-
toith to the oarth. The custodian, however, had
hin wits about him, and sucoeeded in throwing
behind.

Then came another piece of good fortune for
tho visitors, Moore in clouring from an sttack,
kioking tho ball on 1o ane of the forymeds, off
‘whom it rohounded. Perkins saved just as it
wng gmn over the goal-line, but before he coyld
ok rid of the ball Potter was on him and dushod
atinto the net.  Bhortly alterwards Bristol made
another auccossful assault, Potter pubting in a
wendrn which Murphy converted with n good hard
drive, Porking had one or two diffioult shots to
doal yrith after this, and then Luton going swny
in firsb-rate stylo, Brook middled, and Ifolnnm
soored % beautiful gonl. This sucoess inspived
Mm Lomesters Lo renowod efforts, and ence or

twice fhay came near improving their position,

W i umhln t do ro, however, and whon




he wnm»]ui( En pomestion of

(e s o
a somawhil huoly viatory,

Tho guma waa nob i yery exoiting one, and all
through was fought more in the spirit of o friend-
ly than o Imn{(vm matol,  Undoubtedly Bristol
ity worn Ui botter team, and it in just possiblo
that they did mol exort thomeelyes to the fu
axtont of thoir powors. Barker, the cx-soldier,
Who  on  several  ocoasions  played  for
Tulon, gave n good exbibition ot baok,
kiokiug ~ with  equal  faeility  with  either
fool, or for tho wmatter of fhat with
Both faet ot once, and never boing at fault, and
Caie, the ox-Arsonal contro-forward, also per-
formod wall ax Barker’s partnor, Tho halves and |
Forwards gave o vory ercditable show, and Mon-
{uith did capitadly in goal.

A for Tuton, Porlons way smart ag ever bo-
(woan the sticks, though he made o mislake when
Rristol got thoir first goal. The bucks wore a
good deal bulow | concert-piteh, Moore heing
rather erratio and Doaw not as safe as usunl.
Oherlie Ford did somo clover things at hali-back,
and Williams was_enorgotie and poersevering.
Brook was responsibla for two or threo brilliant
yun, and otherwise rendered o good nccount of
himsolf, McInnes woa alwayw deing lin best to
muke openings for himeolf or othors, Orump put
in n number of cnpital centres and shots, and
Gilbraith did much botter than conld reagonnbly
have been onticipated at centre-forward, Bout
wood nt inside-deft showed o good knowledge of
tho gamo, kopt his hoad v.ell, and altogether guve
W vory promising show, entitling him Lo another
trinl at the first opportunity.

Whether ho will. get it or not is o different
thing. T remember that agninet Glossop North
End, Ralloy played remarkabaly well at centre-
half, but strange to eay ho has not had another
ohunco, In the present position of offairs, «it
soems (o me that the directors onght to take every
possibla apportunity of dovoloping local talent,
and I cannot understand the reluctance which has
eon shown in taking advantage of the nssistance
of the three or four very promising Luton youths
whose gervicos are at the disposal of tho :lir. tors.
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