FOOTBALL.

LUTON DRAW AT LEICESTER.

A FINE PEEFORMANCE.

History repeated itself once more o Raturday, on
the oceasion of the Luten $eam’s jeurney to Leloester
to meet the Fosse in a Leagne contest, ths result, as in
the two previous years Luton has been iz the com-

gition, being a draw. These iwWo sides seem not io

able to get ovar each other, for when they met ot
Laton in the Arst month of the season the gamse ended
in & pointless draw, This time four goals were equally
| livided between the temms, althongh the visitors claim
that they themselves should have been awarded thres,
if not four, goals, The only alteration made in the
Bedfordshire team from $hat which defeated Barualey
on the previous Saturday was that Holdstook was sub-
stitated for Brown in the half-back lins, Williams
taking the left position. Leicester were not guite at
fuil strensth, Dainty end Galbraith being absent. The
game was played befors about 6,000 apestators, and
the ground was in & very heavy econdition. Mr. F.
Beardslay waa the refores, and the gides upder hiws
charge were as follows :—

Luton : Daw : Dow and MoCurdy ; Berneg,
Holdstock snd Willlams ; Brock,'and Mclnues, Draper,
Bekford and Dimmock.

Leicester : Beardsley; Wragg sud Swift; Dall,
Robinson and Jones : Bradshaw and Brown, MeMillan,
King and Allen,

The Fosge captain won the toss and decided to have
in the first half what advantage there was to be head
from the wind, The heme forwards made the fires
run and the outside left centred, but MeCurdy relisved.
Then esch sids attacked in tarp, neither being able to
break through its oppenents’ defeace. The heavy going
was all against acouracy in passing or in shooting, but
ander the advevse conditions both sides played sur-
E:‘iaingly well, though it is not tc be wondered at that

ench oase defence was generally superior to attack.
McUuardy was again prominent in stemming the onrush
of the Fosse forwards, but a little later a corner was
forced by Bradshaw and from the cormer kick Allen
gucceeded in tipping the ball past Daw, Thus the 8rst
gonl of the match was credited to the home aide, whe
had worked very hard to obtain the point, DBut they
wore destined not to hold the lead very long, for fn a
minute or two Draper, with characteristic dash, took
advantage of a slip by Wiagg, pounclng on tha ball and
beating Beardeley at clese quarters, The game
was pow keener feught than ever and some wvery
interesting play was seen; indeed, it was a
good deal mors %o than many Leicester people had ox-
pected or even wished far, the anticipated runaway
victory for the “‘Fossils” wuot coming off. Hach goal
was hotly assaulted, and a chance of scoring which
way presented to Melnnes was not turned $o adven-
tage. However, it was all that Leiceater could do to
oroas over with the lead, it being juat on half-time
that MceMillan, sffer & good individus! exhibition,
baat the Luton custodian and sc placed the home side
shead. Thus when the interval arrived the pozition

of affalrs waa ae follows :(—

LzicraTes, 2; LuTox, 1.
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Right from the re-starf Luton attacked and Bsards-
ley was called npon to gsave. He did =0, butconld rot |
effeot n good clearance and Draper was enabled to
malke the scorea level once more. This made the Kosee |
men dssperate and they played for all they were worth,
keeping the ball mainly in $he Luton balf for & oon- |
siderable time. 1Io their anxiety to score — for
they have bopes of reaching the First Division
—the Lelecester men even played six forwards,
Thiz availed them nothing, however, for the
Lutonlans offered snoh dogged resistance that every
effort of the homesters was frustrated. The halves
and backs on the visiting side worried the opposing
forwards too much to allow them to shoot often, and
when they did Daw was always ready to megotiate the
shota, At length Lnton had & look in at the other end
and Brock shotithrough the posts, the referee, however,
after consultation with the linesmen, disallowing the
point for off-side. . Thereafter each side attacked in
tuare and Luton & fourth time netted the bsll, orly to
have the point disallowed,and strive as they would
neither side could get the lead, Thus a hard-fought
and very 1interesting oontest ended with these
totals : —

Luton, 2 ; LeicrsTESR, 2.

The Lercesier Daily Post thas describes the last 28
minutes’ play :~—**There is no question about it being
Luton’s day out. Fosse made a determinad effort to
break the lce ; Bradshaw shet with great foree, Hold-
stock got it away, Fosse returned, and the Luton goal
was Incliy somewhat 1n ezoaping. MceCurdy misssd his
kiek, letting in Bradsbaw, who overran the ball, and
wae guccessfully ohallenged by Dow. Luoten now
sgsumed the offensive, and Brock put through, but the
referee, after consulting ons licesman, dissllowed the
point 23 ofside, Lutom were now playing up bril-
Hautly, and it was evident that in the remaining
quarter of an hoor Fosge would have to meke po mis-
tnkes, or ¢laa the firut defeat on their own ground for
a gonple of meacons might be thelr portion. Wragg
went amongst the home forwards, so that witk Laton
forwards golng so strong the home defence wars run-
ning somethiog of o risk, though possibly the prospect
of an additional goal might be regmrded as justifying
the course under the circumstances, The laet ten
minotes were desperately waged, Fosge were
again ' atfacking, wand losing not & sscond In
their endeavour to tske the lead. A good
ground ghot by Bradshaw resnlted in & ocormer,
which eame tc nothing. Foesa wers pressing
severely, and from s pass by MceMillan Wregg put ever
the bar. The Luton backs were rich in pluck, and at
laat much-aeeded rellef csme, but it was only

“egmporary, and sfter good work by King, Fosse gnined
a corner, placed-by Allen, bat Barnes oleared. There
was five minutes yet to run, but it seemed s if the
Luton backa ~ere nobt going to give in. Dow klcked
the ball alean out of the 8eld, and, neadless $o sny, the
ball was returned with remarkable rapidity. ¥rom
Wragg's paes, Bradshew shob iu hard aod troe, but
Daw daved magnifieently. Two minutes now re-
maloed, and Fowe wore straining every nerve, yot
seemed to be leading & forlorn hope. The hall got
into midfield maud stuck there for & few sooonds, and
Luton now seemed pretty ocertain of their draw,
Swift, who waa foreing the gare from fall back, got in
& huge kiok ; MeUurdy volleyed haok, ua if the bell had
heen struck by a hugs pendulum, snd then a very
snxions moment for Fosse followed, Dimmosk best
Swilt snd centered to Hokford, and the latter had
only Beardsloy to beat. The Fosse goalkeeper, with-
out & moment’s besitation, ran out of gosl, ponncad on
the leather. snd took it clesan from Eﬂict'ord'a foot,
before the Luton man had fulcly made ap hiv mind
what to do, The last ten minutes had ssemoed moroe
ke & whole half. Fosse got the ball back to midfisld,

{ when the whistle blow.”



o ' i
FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.

————

of tho Luton team at Leiceater on

Quturday wag a surprise 1o most of us and must have
c:;ue a.saya stupning blow to the partieans of the Fosse,
Fancy the team slmogt at the boltom of the Leggug.-
going into the Midlands and taking & muah-naﬁ e

peint from the «+ Posgils,” who have been coanting

recently upon getting near the top of the tree! It wae
very cheeky.
%=

. YChen it was suggeeted to me on Saturday forenoon

that the Lutonians bad a fairly geod chanoe 1 i_mgnﬁé
—ijpn derisicn, When the welcoms rews arrived &t
pight that the men bad forced a draw Y laughed again
 __this time with pleasure. 1If 18 probable that this
| nretty aceurately indicates the feelings also of many &
Luton supporter, for lately-our spthusiasm is down at

t B8T 0,

The performbnos

| s

. We hed all along put down the Leiceater visit a8 &
walk-over for the Fosze, Surely after the excellent
performsanoce of the loesls we are entitled to take heart
of grage. The Luton team has come of extremely
well, indeed, against the I.eicester men., They have now
i played two draws ihin geason—homs aud BWAY—8 feat

that fow but the top-sawyers can bonst of.

o | |

O= September 28 the Fossils 7 journeyed to Luton
. and a gzoal-less game was the cuteome, On Saturday
cach gide scored twice, anfl in this sonnaction 1% 18
| worthy of note that o othe? team has Euceeede‘{l in ob-
| taining two goals at Leiseater. I am afraid the
! ‘s Tosgila ¥ have fallen on a bad time, for in $he pre-
vions week they were beaten by a much inferior

gide.
b 4

Qurely a team that sau socore three League points in
a fortnight ought not to be allowed to break up. . These
' performances have done much to reawaken interest in
the club, aud it will bs surpriaing if the public does not
rally to the support of thedirectors. | |
£

It is ourlous that the three meetings of Luton and the
Tosge at Leicester shounld have rssulted in 58 Many
| draws. It is, furthermore, & pity that the wearers of
| the Luton uniform cannet manage to do betser elre-

= here than at Leicester.

¥ notice that one oritic says: ‘‘ Luton played a detar-

! mined game, and probably psriormued above their usual
l ability : otherwise their present nosition in the chart is
& tystery,” Perhaps this comment by another writer
may be accepted as the explacabion: “ Luton’s locsl
team also played wenderfully well, and like the
Arsenal, seam to bo doing muoh belter without their

stars.””
- d | |

Thet is just ¥he point. It was the so-called ** stars ™
‘that were responsible for bringing the club into the
jowly position it ogoupied a fortnighi age. Singe the
1 coturn of Harry Williams and the dicappearance of
half-a-dogen of the *‘pros.” the feam has done in-
finitely Detter. It zeemed that the highly paid players
could not or would not perform well, whereas the pre-

sent tearm both oen &nd does. g e A S
| %
i Without wisbing to east a slur upon the honourable
| professionals, one eannct escape the refsction that it i
{ remarkable—to aay the least—that a team costing hall
| what it formexrly did should be playing #o much bebter
1+ gesins &8 though the directors have succeeded ir
| cutting away the souree of tha disease that was kill

ing the slab, . G,

Do not let 18 be supposed that I am o
opinion that the teain us newiy oconstituted 1
to sweep the deck, There are boumd to be reverses
bot there are some matches whish should provid
vistoriee for the home arms. Anyhow, those wh
who take on interest in the game ghould rally to $h
suppors of the elnb. | | |

| MK

The eritic I have already quoted says: *“The resul
should do Luton muck good, sz it was ‘a fine pes
| formmeoe, their defenece being particularly good.” Tha
is just the point, The strongest members of the tenr
in point of sbllity have been retained and the duffe
have departed, so that with cepable younguters intrc
d&aﬁﬂ ingtead the result ia a wirengthening of i

| Here in a oomplimentary allueton %o some of il
locals: “Dow, the old Nowkon Heath bask, was tk
ookt prominent in the Luton defeuce, playiug a bri
lant game ; aud forward, the work of Molones nr
Draper alwaye conght the eye,”
| The Lutonianw are strong in thedr expressions oo
| cernieg Mr., Beardloy's decision when h?diﬁallﬁ'w-ﬂ’1
| goul of thelrs in the neeend half on the snove of off-sld
| The reforce wos not sltogether olear on the poix
| apparently, for he consulted his linesman before givi
; ':h Mli desision. Tt was bard lock for Luton to lg
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st Rousil ! writing in the ._rFL‘:rz'-fzmg .f?.--’-st:..fff&r:_ 0 .;r.?._eﬂ t.s‘
l.aton are £0 0B amng%‘ammiﬁi for w08 H_:-,mr;:_maﬁ
.ar with which they stuck %o i.'-.?a;tir work. 111gu;:
their play was noi what one vf“__!:i term mﬁmrsz-.ﬁ;;
was slwayz robust aed bhard. They sounla not 3
seifled with in any way. BEvery man was t‘f}'f‘";'i..ﬂ”h.f
played as though tho issue depended on f.he sga—u;t? i
hi® ;r;#.:ii‘iﬁg the bettar of hle Ga?fjpﬁﬂt‘ I:fﬁ'tﬂ ‘ig ]5}, a0 :
and defenee the teamn l’:.ﬂt;&wf&’ﬂthah]{ d:d well, ana
provided they piay together to the end ol the wfgt}:::}
they should be abls to bax the progress of other ciubs

hogide the Foses.’
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maintain thelr form of Satarday ‘f;m% therg should be
no need for eibher the Arkenal or Luton 0 put np the
gshutters yet awhile, 1 reg,m:d t'ni: par}“waﬂ‘ﬁ:anu ‘a_-i tbrf-
Q{rawyplaibters, with tbe {;UEL‘H;:—EGIIPE Geam they have ‘-ﬂ
their disposal, egainst Leicester Yoage, a8 0D® of the

heat things of the day. Luton are playing several local |

men, and long may they wave, 1t js & curium_ faﬂt
that both the Lﬁ__..‘?fif:%}al ;&'fhi Lutﬂﬂ H*J?a.;r_jﬁ;'jf;‘:ﬂ up !}. ]_;vr.u_::.g'm;,
point at Leicester, and I am much afraid tlfm.%:. she !a'i'--:i-.ul&
niege of work in that direction will rather gpoil the
chunaces of the Fosse for the Firet Division.”™
o

The Sporisman, in the course of a comment on
the aon-success of Leicester, says that Lnton *'seam L0
have taksn & turn for the better just when thelr posi-

- L 73
tion was &t 138 WOIsL,

Saturday’s Second Leagnus reeults were :— .
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g Leicester Fosge ...ce... 2 w. Luton Town .... £
glincoln CI8Y ...ess00s... v. Bolton Wanderers 0

v. Lougbborough .. ©

v, Miadlesbrough ... €

v. RBurtoa Swifts....., @

v. New Brighton -... 2

A BAYRBIEY ... oo0icibassunise v. Barglem PortVale 0

aSmall Heath ............ v. Gainsborough ... J
a Home clubs.

aSheffield Wednesday...
alFrima :‘;-f.' Town
aNowton Henthi ........
aCheaterfield
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The Second Lesgue table on Mounday stood ‘%ﬂl# 3 e
BALLE,

Plyd, Wou XLost Drn, Pis. Yor Agnb.

Bolton Wandé'rs, 21 .. 18 .. @ .' % .. B2 .. 52 .. 19
Mhafield W...cone 18 . - W LU SR e
Laicentar Ferge .. 20 0.1 -0 T8 0L ¥ 2020 s 84 .. 14
Small Heath cone 19,0 12 58 4 2. 8 vl oo 485, 28
Mowton Hesth v 10 1) i 08 e -8 oo 8095 80 ta R
Limooln ity Joans 81 o 9w o0 s o8- O CoiBd L RY
Burslem PortVale' 20 .. 8 .. T .- 4 2.9% - 9T . 27
Orimsby Town .. 18 ,. 8 .. 8 .. & .21 .. 88 .. 88
Chestorfsléd...... I8 Lo B e o e BT oA
Walsall ..... PP | WeIeRes SR e RSy, VOISR AR el | SV
Woolwieh Arsenal 18 ., 8 o 7 o 8 .19 .. 25 .. 38
¥W.Brighten Tower 19 .., ¢ - 8 .. 7 .., 156 .. 81 .. 88
Middlesbrongh .. 20 .. 5 .. 1¢ o § .. 18 .. 29 .. 86
Gainsboro’ Trinity 18 ., 4 .31 ., 4 ., 13 .. 27 .. 45
Burton Bwifté..«» 19 .. 4 .12 =0 B 031 0. 24 47
L ibon TOWE  wavw 190 o8 e 1T 7, BS 10 498 x-ip,
Barnsley & ciaen.s 2@ 0 0B 2l 013 o AT SN L R S AD
Leughborovgh: .. 18 ... 1 18 ‘. €. G211, 40
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The only fixture in the Seaond Leagsa to-morrow

(Saturday) ia that at Chesterfield befween Middles~

brough and Chesterfisld, which, If form counts for

anybthicg, should produge another vistory for the
home Hearn.

' E

drawn, %; goals for 68, against 80.

! -2

| The Athletie Field on Monday sontained the follow-
ing notes:—'*Hats off to Luton’a lads! To draw with
Lelgester Fosge on the sacred soil of Leigester was a
really great achisvement for s team whose very offisiale
bave felt conatirained io sapeologise for thelr existence,
Let us have ro more of that, but ratiier st Lutonians
upbraid themselvee for their lack of appreciztion for
the sterling stufl that has toe loug been neglected
becpnes within toeir gates. We do not seek to avoid
the fasoct that their guccesses againet Barneley and

Leiceater Fosee have been more the regunlt of pluek,
determination, and high resolve fthan actual foetball

ability, for it ia o that account we esteema it most,”

3¢

“Mere footboll ability is common enough to-day,

We can look around sud sec teams which, on ability,
might achieve any ambition, bnt which on play are
expensive faliures. What thess want is the purging
of o few highly paid lethargics and an {njestion of some
Luten lction ench »s has enabied & lot of raw, wall-
plucked buds to draw with the flower of the Sosond
League and do what their mors highly pald prede-
ctsaors had never given a hope of being able to accom-
ptish,” We are beginning to shink that the decision to
give hall & dozen free transfers to their best paid men

wos the wisecat step the Luton directors have ever
takon,” |
4

*If the foothballers of the Bedford town have any
of the saving grace of aportamanship left in them the
will not let this high courage go without its roward.
The direetors have pluckily decided to sontinue the
atroggle to the end of the present chapter, and we
#hall blush for Luton if it dees not, under the cireum-
atancea snd out of the oharity of a sporting woul, ses

thet the resolution 18 properly appreciated. L.
ahould be proud of ite soxatch teim.ap ks

. &
Uanuarning the ties in the #rat round of th
_ , . d com-
stition proper for the English Oup—in which #tlfo
uton club is @ mere spectator in conspguence of ita
defent by the Queen’s Park Rangers—there is a good

desl of iuterest, inasmuch as there are this scauoy
| soven Boathern clube engaged. PG Sy

| e
Kouar of the matohes are to be decided In the Sonth
1ot Kensel HRive (Queen's Park Hengore), EBS:'%@I
soﬁth“mmnf end  Portsmouth—~thros of the four
vinlting teamn being Flvat Loague sldes. Southampton
‘gainat Everton and Portersoush against Blavkbure
| Bovarn m{hﬂ“fh* to have fairly good ohances. They
way baye ; but X do not tavoy thews much, =
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Luton’s reeord: Plaved, 33 , wom, 9; lost, 1H6:
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| A note in the Athletic Ficld saye: ** They are trying
to run o Segond Division club at Barnsley on gates of
 from £20 to £30, and with the asnal result.” This is
not very encouraging for the Luaton directors.

£

The Notlingham Guardian on ‘Monday sald :—
‘¢ ¥isitiog clubz in the Second Division of tho League

 had a partioularly mnhappy time. The oaly one te
 oain a point was Luton, and they had good reasone to
erow at dividing the honours with Leicester Fosse at
{cigester. Two gosis were scored on eifher pide, and

' when Luton’s are left ont of the guestion it will bs
 found $hat the visiting teame eeored four between

thers,”
' .
' The Leicester Daily Post had the following jottinge :
__% A glear decieive win by Foese over Luton would

have helped to take away the pasly taste in the mouth
left by sthe memory of that disaster at Durton seven
days previously, but the actual result was not polens
enough medieine for this. Although in the preceding
¢wo Leagne games at Leicesisr Luton had drawn, yat it
was sonfideatly heped that Fosse wouid make this, the
third time, pay for all, and that two welcome oecints
would find their way into the local pannier. However,
2__92 was she verdict, and we must take the disappeint-
ment as philosophically se we can, for no amount of
shafing and worry wili alter the result.”

gt
Tt was known what rougk times Luton had ef lale

been baving., DBut the fact remains thad the Bedford-
shire men played a fine fighting game, and their form
atterly belied their lowly position in the League. Ona
dry ground a different result might hove ensusd,
but she heavy, tticky going seemed to enit Lunton %o 2
nisety, and their backs, with the excepbion of making
ene or two miskicks, of which advantage waw not taken,

did wenderfully well.”
* g

* Qtrictly speakimg, ¥osse had more of the gam
than had Liaton, but the latter were so dangerous at
times ag to incline one $o #ay that the result wass very §
fair r« flex of what toek place. The usual * pear thiag i
was experiensed by both sides, but perhaps the ripest
opportanity was missed by a Duton forward {Molnpes)
whew Beardsley was for the moment unable to gnift the
ball put of & greasy spobt. There was only ons way o
win & mateh undsr Saturday’s eonditions, and that was
for the forwards to shood for all they were worth.” ..

$ ;

““Tn goalkeeping both sides were getfing good
servige ; the back play was even ; a% half Hosse had |
dhe sdvantage owing to smart work by Jones and Ball,
but the Luton forwards were, on the play, guite oo 2
nar with the home lot. Ope sanpot withhold admira-
tiop for the pluck and go of a team which, after being
ied on two disbinct occasious, yet emch time maasaged
to get on level terms. Fomee started well, but the
Luton defenders—especially Dow-—were real workers.
For a peried the Luton forwards iell off, though
onse they esuaiised they showed up better than
&ver.”

“he last guarter of an hour was & greab ebruggle,
On the one side you had Fosse working like Trojane to
get that preseions goal which would win them the
metch ; on the other side, Luton seemed to be saying
just as determinedly, ‘No, you shen’s.’  Fosse wers
Fowding on all eeil, aod Wragg—the now recognised
man to go up amongst the forwards in times of trouble
—was went o the front, leaving one back in Bwilt,
But all wse im vain, ne far as Foese were oon-

gerned,’
#

¢ Boardsley, in goal, had no shawoe with the firat
gonl seored ngainst bim ; iu regard to the second, he
ad cleared véry neatly only a momegt before, and it
was from the rebounnd that the " point resulted.
This wan thus more or less an socoideutal affair, but
oredit was dus te Draper for following up as he did.
Only onse dering the whole match wan Beardsley slow
ia getting the ball away, and then Fosse were some-
what lucky is being uble to clear in time, though
Hobinson shewed sormnmaendakle dash in doing se,”
¥ .'
“Daw, in the Luton gosl, was smart, espepinlly in
tho last quarter, Dow played & gnpt: gane ab full-
back, and MoCurdy waa a moat usefnl partner; the
halves were three robust men, Williapas on the left
beiug the plok ; wnd forward the work of Moloaea
(right inside) and Draper (centre) continuslly omught
the sye. Lubtou bave now made s draw lu all thelr
three Leagoe games at Lelcester,”

| ® "
The Luton team Is due at Obatham to-morrow
(Beturday) fo & *flriendly.” The guaraotee, I am
fven to understand, is £20 and half the proeesds over

40,
FOOTER.
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