The League.--Division 11,

LEIOESTER FOSSE v, LUTON TOWN.

Playad ot Lantectar on Saturday. Hewult:—
Letaonator \F0aM o .iveiienay o FOMUA
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Mho toams woro ad follow: — i

Leipestor: Boardsloy ; MMEwﬂt: Ball,
Rolbinson, n:;thﬁlu: h w, Brown, king,
McMillan, .

Luton: Daw; Dow and McOurdy; Barnes,

Dmper, Bokford, and Dimmock.
Rop?:rm.r.. M. E‘. V. ?wthluy.

Not tho most optimistic of the fow anthusiasts
who have vlung to Luton during and ovil
yejort could bayve dreamt that anything but
disastor would attend the vimi to Icicester om
Saturday. That thoe Fossils, third on the League
List, and still in the running for premier honours,
aiould be bearded in their own den, and ehould
b severely put o it to even mako a draw with
tha poor broken-down remnanta of thoe Luton
teamn, appearsd to be entiroly outside the range
of possibility. : ¥ 2

DBut the Luton men went with a determination
to give a good eccount of themselves, they put
ihat detormimation into their play, and the result
WS &8 fying to themselyes as it was surprs-
ng to ev body else. ‘The Fossils, although not
quita at full strength, made no manner of doubt
of thedr ability to win. They had not been beater
in a Leoguo match on their own ground for a
oouple of seasons, and it was not likely that
srhere the top-sawyers had failed, Luton, in theu
mombund mndihl:m.. wo';ﬂd aumie-mi

About six thousand peoplo assembled to witness
the encounter, and an unexpeotedly interesting
p"n%umma waa provided for .them. Early om,
the Lutonians gave evidence of their intention to
g for all thoy ware worth, they showed plenty
of apirit at various other periods of the game,
arxd towards tho finish they went at it in such e
ding-dong style that tho match wns brought to
a conclusion amiill a parim blnfa of excitoment.

Qwing to the recent ram, the ground wus In
& vory heavy state, and sand had been liberally
dhatrbuted over thae softer portiona. The Fosse
won the btoss, but Luton were the first to get
within ghooting range, and several shots were
put in ot the Leiocater goal. For the most pan
they were wide of the mark, and this was hke-
wrise the case with the Leicester attempts when
ot last thay wore ‘“’“‘“‘. 2

‘The home forwards then got rather more press-
ing in thear attentions, but clever work by Dow
and MoCurdy frustrated their efforts. Luton
rataliated with considerable vigour, but found
the Fose defance very sound, and at length,
after twenty minutes’ pluy a smart movement
on the Leioaster right ended in Bradshaw formng
& corner, from which Allen sucoeeded in putting
anx the first gnnliim' Iﬂlﬂﬁtﬂ"

Tho Fossils were not destined to mamntain their
mdvantaga for very long, however, not more than
two minutes having elapsed when Draper, profit.
ing by a little weakness on the part of Wragy,
made an casy opening, from which he had no
difficulty in scormg the equalising goal It was
only by a bit of very hard luck that Luton did
not gain the lead o moment later. Dimmock got
in a nice centre, and Beardsley ran out to clear,
but owing to the shockingly bad state of the
ground, he failed in the attampt. This scamingly
loft McInnes with the goal at bis mercy, but
Tommy could not shift the ball, and Robinson
bounding in, saved at the expense of a cormer,
which was unp:ﬁductiw.

It was unfortunate, for the Fosse, taking
hoart from their left-off, put in some excellent
work, and the result of a nice piece of combi
pation was that MaoMillan put on Lelcester’s
socond goal with a clever shot. The homesters
after this had rather the better of the play, but
nothing furthec wns scored before the mterval,
the Fosso tien Ia:dmg-bf two p:_-san.ls to one .

_ Luton started the second balf in very promis.
ey form, attacking the home goal inm most
smpotuoua fashion. Beardsley saved from a cen-
to from Brodk, but failed in his endeayour to
get tid of the ball, which rebonnded off Draper,
who was following vp, and went through the goal.
This success naturally put the Lutonians on good
torms with themselves, and some very spirited
play on both mda.a WS ti‘te resul.t.

The Fosse mu:h the most stremnous efforts to




time wose

® in reaisting their assanlts. I}mrutt.hm
playing in fine form, ns indeed was
oCOurdy also, and the o half-backs were stubborn- |
7 comtesting avery moh of ground, Several times
LF?F‘H the trick. From s
oonfro on, Brown mmngedtonet
through, and thore wns o very anxious time soo
MMMMMBﬁmFMmI

of goal, but before a Leicester forward could
got on the ball, Daw rushed ont and cleared

Twice Holdstock neuntralised efforts by Brad-
shaw, onoe hending away from acentre and then
gotting in the way of a terrific shot. A little
Iutﬂr. Mo(hirdy missing his kick, again let ino
Bradshaw, but Dow came to the rescue, and the
danger was averted. For some time Luton had
been acting almost entirely on the defensive,
but they now rallied in brilliant style, and Brock
actmmally sucoeadod in beating the Leicestor custoc
dram. bt the raferce, after consnlting ome of the
linesmen, dimﬂcrfod the pﬂinh*ﬂﬂ off sde.

Srill, Luton continued to go very strong, and
during the lost ten or fifteen minutes the battle
waa fought with great vigour, and the excite-
ment among the epeotators wae mtense, It wua,
however, not eo much a question among them
a1 to whothor Leicester would win, but rather
a8 to whebther they would escape defeat, for there
was no mistalong the deadly earnestness with
which the Lutm::.uns wemt ubc-lrh their business

The Foses gained a couple of corners, and [l-mt
sved a hard shot from Bradshaw in grand sty
Then the ball wos taken to mid-Geld, Hm[b ﬂﬂnt
it back with a huge kack, and M::\Curﬂy promptly
oturned.  Ths led to & moment of breathless
interest, Dimmock beating Swift and putting in a
middle to Bokford, who had only Beardslev to |
dval with. The Tosse custodian, however ran
oub of goul, pounced on the leather, and took it
from Ickford's foot before the Luton man had
mevde up Lus mund what to do,

" . . |

The goalkeapor’s prompt action saved the game
for Lowwster, ® boing proctically the last inoi-
dend, of the matoh. The last few minutes had
Loon full of incident, and there was enough ex-
atoment arowdaed 1nto thatp time to have sufficea
for the whale game. All through, it had been
n etiff tuasle, but the concluding stages were
worthy of the best traditions of the elubs en-
pyped.

But whulst the draw was not very satisfactoey
from a Lewowstor pomt of view, 1t was o per-
formanoe upon which the Luton team deserve
to ba higidy congratulated. It ts mingular, how-
aver, how very olose the matches betwean these
Ulubs have gmerally been. Five timee they had

layed, and om four occasions there had never

more than & goal i it.  First it was o draw
at one goal osch, then the Fosso won by a goal
ta ml, andd bthis wns followed by ancther drow at
onp goal all. In January of last year, Laicester
seemad o break the spell by scoring six goals
agnunst Luton’s ane, but in September last they
had to e oomtant with a poin less draw ot Luton,
and now wo have fmished up with another draw
——by for the most creditable of the lot aa far as
Laton are :Iumr_!mtyj,

- »

The * [ﬂhm Daily Meroury 7’ oo Saturday
avening, .o sympathismg with the Fosse, ** be
cause thay falled to wm when local ambition in
vitel—lemnanded—a victory,"" emadd: * It should
bo borma s mand that Lotom played a more than
wichnanly plucky game, that thear defence, barr
g o coupls or mo of lad miskicks, were un-
timng workom, and that pome smart movements
wore oxectibd by thear forvanda. To the man
the streat, Lutom are not a good tenm; they are
|nunf=t1'lr mconsistent, and tha execubive know
what a dDnancial battle i#; but. all the same,
Luton this aftarmoon FL\_'.T'-.'I a hard, bulldog
gamo, and eghowed form infinitely above their
Topatation. | . The femult of the game did Luton
st oredit, and after such o fine performance
thoy ought %0 be sesured of mora mq'rpr-'rt nt home,
{or by_all accounts they need it In speaking
of Hh‘ merits of the players, the sme journal
w06 the victo. | Dow played a magnificent
back game; their 1"‘11Lﬂﬁgw'r was smart: the
!L‘lh"“‘ WY i}“ ﬂq'-ﬂa_anﬂ ﬂ_nﬂ \[p‘[nﬂm mf_-'f
Dmaper worn lh{-.[ﬁ-u{ of the forwards."
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The “Mercery,” in its comments on Mondas,
il s A olear dectsve win by Fosse over Luten
wonld have helpad to take nwny the nasty taste
m the moth left by the memory of that disastor
at Burbon seven days previonsly, bt the nctual
remld was not patent enoush medicme for this,
Albhough i the preeading two Lealbue cames at
T, sipester T, thm had drown, veb it waz ennfic lﬁrfh-
| | =y il rrnlkl s =ih byd Ehe ”..1-




and Dall fvrt tho Yabon forwards wora, on the
]*lﬂ.], riu;tg D & ];'.lﬂ...'l.* WI“‘I iy !.1'1-.]1" lioxt "_JH-'I
ennnot withhold adioirtion for the oot o
o of & team wihah, after baing lod on swor dise
thr ob oomaiung, vob saoh tamo munaged 1o ged
an levol teras.  ossn sturtod wall, but tha Luton
defend srs—sapanally Dow-—wore roal workoca
For a period the Luton foreands fell off, thougi
awwe they wqualised they ahowed up botter than
ovor.
L L] L |

“The last quarier of an hour waa a groat
struggle. On the one mde you had Fosse work-
ing liko Trojans to get that procous goal which
would win them the mateh; on the other mdo,
Luton seemed to be paying just ns determinedly,
“ No, you skan't,)" Fosse were crowding on all
sail, nnd W the now recommised man to go
up amongst tha forwards m times of trouble—
was sont to the front, leaving one hoek in Swaft.
But all was in vain, a3 far ns Foese wem oon
cornod. . . Swilt, as captain, showed a aplendid
axample of hand work, and it was not in any
wise due to poor generalship that victory did not
OO RLA,

“ Daw, in the Luton goal, was smart, es-acially
in the last quarter. Dow played a great game ab
full back, and MoCundy was a most usaful part
ner: tho halves were threo robust mon, Williauns
on the left being tho pick ; and forward tho work
of MoInnes (rght inside) and Draper (cantre) oon-
tmually caught the eyo. Luton llmw now macde
a draw in all their thres League games at
Leicester.”

L ] L -

A ocorrespondont writes me as follows : —** Dear
Mr. Football Editor,—I supose you, like the rost |
of the Luton supporters of football, have given
up al]l hop2, and in consequence have ceasad to
accompany tho team awny from home. Well, T
waa optimistic enough to go to Leicester, believ-
ing the team would make a good fight, aa they
always do st Laeicestor. and, Mr. Editor, I wos
not disappointed, for what [ saw was about the
best game that Luton have’ played this reason.
The men all arrived on the ground in good time,
and in good trim. [ believe every man was l"t'l-:
solved to do his best to prevent bhe Fosse run-
ning np the seore suggested by the London
papers. Theoy went on the feld determined to
do or dic—and they did. If they had their
deserts thoy would have come back with two
points instead of one. I do not want to piok
any of the men for specia] praiso, as they wers
all good, every man in his place, that woa whero
the ball was. Wherever the ball was, thern was
a Luton man to take it. I have no hesitation in
sying it was tho best team Luton have pub
the field this season. They never looked like &
losing team at any time during the game. Hop-
ing they will keep up the same form, aa then we
shall not see football extinguished at Luton. —I
remain, yours l:ru.lr. ‘0120 Wh(: Was Thers." *

The one point gained on Saturday suffioet to
lift Luton out of the ' hottom three,’ as will be
seens by the following table : —

Geals,

Pld. Won, Dra. Loat.For, Agst, Pta
Bolton Wanaderers ...... 21 13 & 2 32 19 2
Sheflleld Wedneaday ... 19 14 3 2 356 1 31
Lolocater Foese............ 20 11 T 31 388 14 29
Small Heath ............... 19 12 3 4 60 13 27
Newton Heath ............ 19 1% 3 5 3 13 5
Lincoln Qity ............... 21 5 7T 4 A 1N
Burslem Port Vale ....., a0 84 T AT i an a2l
Gnumasby Town ............ 19 8 6 G 38 33 12
Chesterfleld ...... ...... 180 B g -3 40 28
Weolwich Arsenal ..., 18 A 3 T 43 '3 1%
vy VNGRS eI ) R ST T TR - Y T O |
New Brighton Tewer ... 19 4 7 4 B U 15
Middlesbrough ............ 29 5 3 19 M 3§ 15
Gainsborough Trinity... 19 4 ¢ 11 I 47 12
Luton TOWR ...occvvvenenss 19 3 e 11 2% 40 11
Barnaley .....ciersrarnevsnss 19 3 4¢ 132 18 4 10
Burton Swifts ............ 1% 3 3 13 ™ 4« 9
Loughborough ............ 18 1 4 ‘13 11 4T @
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