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LUTON v. MIDDLESBROUGH.

A DRAWN GAME.

e

Hagp LUCK FOR THE FLOMESTERS.

 9he home League mateh with Middlesbrough on
Saturday ended in a draw, but on the play Luton
&Kf to win by a good margin, fine form being
ghown by them. ’I{;mf. they did not win Was due to
bad shooting, and to the slippery state of the ground,

the latter perhaps heing an excuse for the former. The
ground wms terribly muddy and rain fell during part of
the game, The attendance wAsa poorofie, bub it Fas
bettor tHan some of recent times. The home side
Incked the services of McCurdy and Barnes, foo, was
an absentee. Williams. fell back to paruner Dow, J.

Brown was ineluded in the half-back line, a8 aleo was
ng the forwards.

The sides lined up as follows :—

Faston - Daw : Dow and  Williame ; Brook, Hold-
stock and J. Brown; W. Brown, Mcinnes, Draper,
Bekford and Dimmock. bl ,

Middlesbrough : Hughes ; McCracken and Ramsey ;
Allport, Raisbéok and Purey ; Lamb, Osborne, Linton,

Evans and Yugh. ‘ .
Mr. Jones (of Leicester) refereed in place of Mr. J. E.
who was the appointed

Carpenter, of the same WD,
Mr. F. Beardsley

official. and the linesmen Were
Shackleton {Luton), the

(Plumstead) and Mr. H. T, | :

latter acting ss substitute for Mr. W. J. Wilson

(London). AT
Luton lost the toss and had to face a slight wind in

the first half. Despite this they were Bood pressing,
d. Thia

and from & foul on Eckford a corner was force
was quickly followed by a second flag kick, and from
this the ball was sent behind. DMclnnes was fouled,

with the result that yet ancther fruitless corner was
obtained, and next Brewn put across & fine centre, of
which sdvantage was not taken. For the first time
the visitors got away, but Pugh, their onteide-left, was
given offside, and soon after Tekford shot well but the
keeper eleared.  Dimmock was the next to send. in a
dangerdud shot, but it was from an off-gide position. A
freekick aseordingly fell to the strangers, but the ad-
vantage of it was neutralised by a foul by one of their
men. - This profited Luaton nothing, for Pugh secured
aad got away well on the Middlesbrough left, finishing

up, hﬂWEVﬁrt t'g
T

good work by
side, but Draper shot behind. At the other end the

rsitors obtained a corner, but were unable o 1mprovs

1pon it, and Draper, securing poggession of the ball, ran
sway and foreed his way through the opposition in fine

style. To most of the onlookers iv appeared that he
-0t the ball through the posts, but it waa hooked out by
we of the backs aud cleared, the referee ignoring &
very strong appeal for a goal. A corner soon
ollowed, the ball finding its way behind the net from
the kick, and from a subsequent attack by the
Lutonians Brock shot wide of the mark., Hach side
wag penalised for fouling in turn, and them from
wnother free-kick, this time for a foul by Raisbeck on
McInnes, Dimmock sent high over the bar when the
\all had been passed to him. Draper made a gallant
sttempt to get through and score *on his own, " but
ust failed, and next Kolcford was fouled inside the 1%
rerds _hne, the referee, after consulfing his lIinesmen,
shrowing the ball up. Just before half-time Middles-
nrough got away, and there was some warm work Tear.
she Luton goal ; but no mighap oceurred, and when the
tiems erossed over the position of affairs was still
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shooting ridiculously wide. Some
ook’ inifiated an attack by the home

I




When the re-start was made Luton tock the ball
down pretiily and cdused the vigitors’ defence no little
anxiofy. The attack, however, was not successful, and
on the Northerners breaking away they forced a corner.

‘This was easily cleared and at the other end Draper
missed the ball altogether when in a good position.
Brownnextsentinastingingshotwhich Hughessucceeded
in disposing of, though it required his utmost efiorts to
do so, and when Luton returned strongly to the attack
Dimmock just ekimmed the bar with a warm attempt,
The home side was now showing very fine form and
preaging heavily, and the enthusiasm of the spectatora
wag aroused by thisstate of affairs. At length, for the
first time since the interval Middlesbrough got clear
eway, snd after Daw had thrown himrelf down at full
length to save one shot, Lamb met the ball and goored
smartly before the Linton custodian could recover him-
aelf. " This reverse only served to inspire the Lutonians
to greater efforts and hardly had the onlookers got over
their surprise at the visitors’ nnexpected success, when
Brown, from the touch-line sent in a magnificent shot
which completely beut the custodinn, and thus placed
the team on an equal footing once more. A few minutes
later there was 4 jubilant shout when Eckford, receiving
the ball from a free-kick taken by Dow, shot through
but it died away in & groan of disappointment when
it was seen that the referee had disallowed the point,
presumably for off-side, although it was difficult to gee
the juastification for such a decision. Still Luton
presped  hotly and Dimmock made a fine individual
off rt, 'endin% up with a shot which the visitors'
tuslodian only just managed o save. Brown forced
& corner and placed the flag-iick with great accuracy,
but Dimmock headed out, and just later the latter
player shot wide when the hall had again been worked
down well to the vicinity of the Middlesbrough goal.
Williams sent in & fine long shot which the goalkeeper
could only save at the expenge of a corner ; but this
was 0ot improved upon. 'Then from another corner
the ball was headeé beliind, while in the next few
minates Hughés twice saved in verv creditablo fashion.
Rightup to the end of the game Luton were abtacking
vigorously, and the visitors had quite enoligh to doin
defending their own goal without bhaving o chauve to
get snywhere near Dow’s charge.  Time after time the
home side were within an ace of rcoring, but they
oould never quite do the trick, indifferent shooting on
thﬂil‘_ part and stubborn resistance by the strangers,
combined with the slipperiness of the ball and af the
turt, acoounting for the failure to score, Dimrmock
once, when close in, had hard luek with & shot which
just missed the post, and just before the olose Eclkford
sent wide of the mark by inches only, Thuswhen time
was called Luton had to be content with a draw, instead

of a victory which would have been woll denerved, the
woore then boing :

LoToN, 1; Mipnresprovan, 1.
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FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES
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Although only one League point fell fo Luton as the
regult of the Middlesbrough team’s visit on Saturday
ne one who was present could deny that they deserved
the ful! prize and a goodiy harvest of goals to improve |
their record in that respect.

¥

(% was sheer bad huck which prevented the home gide
from winning. They tried hard and their play deserved
a better reward than it met with. It was very dis-
appointing after having nearly all the play and baving |
vwo apparently good goals disaliowed, to finish with a |
draw at one goal all. - ' bt e
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The conditions were not of the most favourable. |
The heavy rains of the preceding week had made the |
ground terribly heavy and in the middle of the field |
the mud was particularly thick., Then, too, rain fell |
amartly during part of the game and made matters |
decidedly uncomfortable for the players, There was |
net, however, much wind., = ot e

From the very start thes Luton fellows went off with |
plenty of dash. This was a welcome improvement on
some former displays, when the best efforts have been
regerved for the conecluding portion of the game, some- |
times after the match has been hopelessly lost. =~

L

There wasa fine crop of cornersfor the Lutonians in the
first few miputes, but none -¢f them was turned to
account, the art of converting corners inte goals
having, seemingly, been lost by the locals. Tt 18 of
no uge forcing corners unless they are to be improved
upon. *, | : - £
| & |

Only three times in the first half were the Northerners
found in close proximity to Daw, and only once did
they really look like scoring, this being just before the
interval. They were, however, driven back, and so
there was no scoring before half-time—at least,
sccording to the gentleman with the whistle. SE
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That reservation iz added because it did appear to
the majority of the onlookers that Draper, after making
8 good individual ran, got the ball through the posts.
The goalkeeper had missed the ball, but one o the
backs hooked it out again to the custodian, the latter
then clearing. There was a confident appeal for a goal
from players and spectators, too; but Mr. Jones was
evidently not of the opinion leld by the appeliants,
| andso did’not &llﬂw‘t’he Pﬁnt' y - | . s :..: e ‘ 4 & m
" If the first half was one-sided in regard to the play,
what can be said of the second helf? Seldom dangerous
ag the visitors’ forwards were in the first half they were
ly once 6o in tho second period—but ou that ene




sceasien they seored, and thereupon the faces of many
of the oenlookers lengthened visibly.

}“ ; ‘

- But before the spectatérs had hardly finished con:
goling with each o?heecr about the disaster which had
befallen the Luton team, matters were put straight
,gain by Reland Brown, who scored with a grand effort
from a long range. ; o s
S aaT S

. Thereafter the Middlesbrough defenders had a par-
ticularly sultry time of i3, the Luton men, 20w en-
conraged to redoubled exertions, mever letting them

rest. Shot after shot—some good, some bad—was
aimed at the visitors’ goal, but the luck of the home

side was dead out and try as they would they could

not obtain the winning neteh. == =

 True it is that on one occasion Fckford placed the

' Ball in the net with a very smart shot ; but the referee,

|
|
.’

 Thus Luton had to be .content with a *‘moral

for some real or fancied infringement of the rules, dis-
allowed the goal. It was presumed that the decision

was that Eckford was offside, butif that wasMr. Jones's

reason it was s rank bad specimpen of refergeing,

for there -were several opponents closer in than the

iittie Lutor forward.
' #

‘vietory,” which is very poor consolation for the abseige

G?f _j.:he real thing. They deserved to win by a respect-
able margin, and to my wind did score twe if not three |

good goals.

 Daw had very little to do in goal. Both backs

played finely, and not only kept the opposing forwards

at bay but themselves assisted considerably in the |

attack. McCurdy’s absence was much regretted, but
Williams was a very capable substitute.

&5

The half-back line was rather euriously composed, |
but the men worked well and deserve credit for some |
sterling piay. Holdstock was the pick of the trio and |

worked hard and effectively. Both of his companions

were triers and did much useful service, Brown per-

forming especially well in the first half.
- - * . | 3
The forwards were always pegging away, the best
work being done by Brown, Eckford and Draper. © The
firs{-named gent across some beautiful centres and his

gonl was a grand cne. Eckford was very tricky, and |

was & source of trouble to his opponents, and Draper,

zithough playing rather an in-and-out game, did well §

on the whole. McInnes and Dimmock have both been
seen to greater advantage.

%

Mr. Jones was not a howling success as referee, but |
a3 Luton people do not expect that of him they were |
not greatly astonished at some decizions which were at

2a8t CUrious ones,

b s

Seoond League matches on Saturday . — 5
Bolton Wanderers ...... 1 v. Woolwich Arsenal 0
Small Heath ............ 4 v. Sheffield W. ...... 1
Burslem Port Vale ...... 1w, - WalsAll .. g b
Newton Heath ............ 4 v. New Brighton 1
Lincoln City .......... vore 3 V. Burton Bwifts ...~ 0
Lutony ....... = e... -1 w. Middlesbrough ... 1}
Grimsby Town ............ o v. Loughborough ... 0|
Barneleg o2 0o .. 85 v. Gainshorough...... 0
Leicester Fogsé ............ 2 v. Chesterfield...... s

2x S

o—1. |
The League record to date is as followg :—
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. Goals,

On Tuesday Sheffield ‘Wednesday beat Barn&ley- by |
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Plyd, Won Lost Drn. Pts. For Agst.
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Chesterfield .. .. .. 28 i AL e
Lnealn Oty - .5 2% -
Bursiem Port Vala 26 .. 10 ., 1
Woolwich Arsenal 22 .. 18 . 8
Walsall _.. ..., 23 - <R A 218
N.Brighton Tower 28 .. '
Middlesbrough .. 25 . oo PBw, DS
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Bwton Swifts. ... 28 _.
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. League wmatches for to-morrow Saturday) :—At
Gainsbore’, Leicester Fosse v. Gainsboro® Trinity: at
-E
|
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&ainsboro’ Trinity 22 .
faton Town .... 28
Loughbeorough .. 22 ..
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Lincoln, Luton Town v, Lincoln City : at Loughboro,
Woolwich Argenal v. Loughboro’; at Newton Heath.
- Grimsoy Tewn v. Newion Heath; at Middlesbrough,
-Buarslem Port Vale v. Middlesbrough; st Sheffield,
' New Brighton v. Sheflield Wednesday. | g Ay
-~ The Liutonians are engaged away frem home at
Lancoln to-morrow (Bafturday).  The City men are in
such a2 gooa position en the League table that the .

!

chances are that they will score a'victery. |
-~ The performances of Seuthampton and Millwall in
the English Cup-ties on Saturday were very fine indeed.
"The seasiders have once again qualified for the semi-
final by sheer pluck and determination, and the
admiration with which one regards them has to be
accorded also to the Millwallians, whese achievement |
in drawing with the Villans from Birmingham was s |
very creditable one. A e

= | e

I ‘notice that the football papers are again writing
up the question of a splitting up of the country into
divisions for the establishment of foothall leagues. It
18 2 thiog that ought to bave been dore long age ; but |
1% 18 & question whether the Bouthern League folks will |
have any of it, for they may be expected to shy at the

-
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It has been demonstrated that there iz mot very |
‘much difference nowadays in peint of calibre between
the best Southern sides and the pick of the First
League. ' The successeg of Southerners in the Cup-ties |

i #
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| forma the best possible proof of that assertion.

- It may be that the Luton club has been left behind |
in the race. It is an undoubted fact that nowadays the |
i side would fare badly at Southampton, while they
| would not likely be successful at Millwall. In say-
ing that, too, I am not losing sight of the fact that |
when the Miliwalliansg came itc Luton last November
| they ecould not do better thau draw. ' ' {

FOOTER.
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