R - SRS R

The League.--Division H.l
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LUTON TOWN w. AMIDDIESBROUGH.
I’L‘-lﬁ'ed ab Laton on Qaturndoy. Result:i—

Lnton TOWNR  iccomamesi . 1 goal
A EBroogh © . cieessgaee b goanl.
L = '

The toama wors as fallow 1=
fatan: Daw; Dow and Williams; Brock,
CHoldstock, and J, Brown ; W. Brown, Mclrnes,
Drapor, Eelhord, and Dimunock. |
AMiddlesbrourh :  Hughes; MoOracken  and
Ramsay 3 Allport, Raigbeck, and Purcy ; Lomb,
Gray, Osborme, levans, and Mugh.

Qofored, Mr. W. G. Jones (Lewester) ;
nien, Mossrs, F. W, Reardnley and I,

Shaoklatea.
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Tt was hard lines indeed on Luton that
~ they ahuulﬁly have made a draw with Middles-
brough, for if ever the home team thoroughly
deserved a win thoy did cn Saturday. Although
the Yorkshiremen are some Wiy above Luton 1n
tho Loague table, they were beaten 1n every point
of tho game except In the matter of scoring,
and there they just managed to hold their own.
More than three parts of the play took place on
" Middlasbrongh territory, but what with a stub-
born defence and a large share of luck, the wvisi. |
tors were able to make a draw of it. The
ground was not in the best of condition, being a
trifle too soft, but otherwise there was nothing
to militete against good football The specta-
tors were rather more numerous than usual, some |
thirteon hundred wutohing o game in which the
. interest was maintained to the very last. 'The
display altogether was perhaps the best that has
taken place on the ngnd'- for some time.
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At the very outset Luton forced three succes
sive corners, and eventually Roland Brown got in
a beautiful shot, which the custodian, at tho first
attempt, could only knock down in front of him.
Unrnfortunately, there was not a Luton man on the
spot, and a hne opportunity was therefore lost.
Eckford next got in a couple of grand shots, but
Hughes saved both. Then Middlesbrough broke
away for the first time, and obtalning a corner,
Purcy got unpleasantly near the mark from

Lamb’s centre.
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Luton again attacking, Draper worked his way
elean through, but finished up with a rather tame
ghot. Hughes, however, was a little flustered
and muddled the ball, which struck the upright,
and then appeared to roll into goal before the
oustodian pould recover ik. Appearances were
deceptive, for the Luton players made no appeal.
and no goal was zllowed. Brock was then con
spicuous with a fine effort, and afterwards a |
couple of free kicks fell to Luton. From tho
second, the ball was nicely placed by Dow, and |
Dimmook had a rare opemng, but ghot miles foc i

|
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high.

Eckford again threatened danger with another
lavely shot, and then Roland Brown beating
Ramsay, eentred right along the goal-line, but
the other forwards were not up, and once more
a fine opportunity was lost. Luton had another
fruitless corner, and then the visitors begun to
show up a little better, putting on some amount
of pressure. 'This the  homesters withstood,
though their goal had one or two narrow escapes,
and when the interval arrived there was a blank



~ When hostiliies wera resumed, Luton went
~ gtraight from the half-way line, and Eckford sent.
_in a grounder, which Hughes disposed of. The
 visitors replied with a cormer, but Lufon soon
 rvetaliated, and Roland Brown swinging the ball
 acress, Dimmock returned to the front, and
~ Draper with an open goal clean missed the bail.
- Agmn Roland sent in a clipper, and this time
~ there happened to be two or three othor for-
~ wards to back it up, but the custodian manage:
~ to elude them, and scramble the ball away.
] * -

Two more free kicks by Dow, and a shot from
Dimmock which just skimmed the bar were
~ prominent features in the Luton attack. and
~ then, a8 sometimes happens, the vislitors made a
run to the other end, Pugh put in a beautiful
shot which Daw could not get rid of, and Osborne
succeoded in registering the first goal of the
match. Having established the lead by a fiuke,
it wos just posaible that Middlesbrough would
have more of the play, but events quickly showed
that however disappointed Luton were, they
were cortainly not disheartened.

They began attacking immediately, and not
many minutes had elapszed when Roland Brown,
receiving from Holdstock, raced away from Ram-
gn~, and put in a magnificent cross shob which
Hughes handled but failed to hold. Thus Luton
wers once again on level terms, and the cheers
that greeted the performance were louder, longer,
and more epthusiastic than had been heard on
the ground for many a long day.
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A minute or two later, it seemed that Luton
had gone ona better, for Eckford netted the ball
from a free kick by Dow, but was given offside—
o decision which was more than doubtful, ana
was very little appreciated, either by the specta-
tom or by FHekford himself. Luton continued
to have all the best of the play up to the finish,
but try es thev would they could not again get
the ball by Hucghes. Several corners were ob-
tained, and rattling good shots were put in by
Williams, Roland Brown, and Dimmock, the
latter hitting the post, but it was all to no pur
pose and the game ended in a draw.
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Taken on the whole, the Luton display was a
very sabisfactory one, and a most encouraging
feature wna that the purely local men rendered
a eplendid account of themselves, The two
Browne were in fine form, Roland putting in a
lot of very smart work, and J. Brown once again
justifying the good opinions expressed of him.
In_*%--:_:d. should the opportunities oceur for de
veloping the talent he undoubtedly possesses, 1
believe he will make as fine a half-back as Luton
ever had. He has any amount of dash, plenty
of puce, and first-rate judgment, and with ex
perienoa he E-hmﬂrl make a name for himself,
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Holdetock was a little too deliberate in his
movements in the first half, but afterwards ha
rendered yeoman service. Draper plaved a very
good game at centre-forward, but Dimmock was
not quite at his best. With regard to the othe:
men, Eckford was smartness itself, and performed
brilliantly, but McInnes, on the other hand. was
a lot below par. Ho got shaken up a good bit
soon after the start, and that may have had
gomethine to do with it. i
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Brock did well at half-back, plaving with a
EPIrt and enerev that have too often seemed
lacking, and both backs did grand work, being
alwiays on the alert, and playing all through with
graab vigour and judgmoent. Daw. as a {‘ﬂn_::q.-\-
quenoe, seldom got anything to do. The visitors
possees a good half-back line, and two or three
fairly smart forwards, but their backs are lli;,tf-}
over strong. Hughes, however, takes a lot of

beating in goal.
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The gate on Saturday realised £75 ich 1
: . b . . ' Wht :h
3:11&1 onough in all conscience, bhut ia ]:{I‘E‘E'rpﬂ]ﬂ.nm
aas been obtained for soma time, ;
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