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ANOTHER LEAGUE LOSS.
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{ - Oo Saturday the Luton team was al Lincoln In &
| ¢adn woarch for League points, the result of the game
§ being o win for the home side By 2--0. The weather
i waa fine, and about 2,500 people witnossed the game.
§ Meither side was at full strength, Linesln being with-
| out one of their usual backs, while Luton lacked the
{ sorvices of Draper, who has had to join his Militia
. Batialion for active service. MeCurdy, however, was
¢ besk dn the team, 'Williams thus being able to restume
| e place ot hslfsback, while Durtant was included in
| the forwardlive, of which Mcinnes became the centre
 waan.  Barnes, Holdstock and «f. Drown were the other
'_ absentees, the side being as follows :—Daw; Dow and
- 8loCurdy ; Hllingham, Broek, and Williame : Brown,
i Drurrant, Mclnnes, Eekford and Dimmeodk. ;
i ' Luton won the toss and had the wind in their favour
 to start with. The hoine players started off with »
' dash towards the Linton goal, but they were beaten
i back, and the Linceln custadian was called upon fo
: save. Verysoon, however, the visitors’ goal wad sub- {
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1ecied to astrong attack, and Daw had several shots to

s

i hielr efforts to protect their goal: but at length a

-

Lot shot was sent in which Daw could only stop with- i
A _

d
F
i stop.  For a time the Luten defenders were successful ’
E aut clearing, and Hertley fastened upon the ball and
E
|
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. #ent in into the metl. After consultation with the lines-
' inen the roferce allowed a goal, this sueceess falling
t0 the home side after little more than ten minutes
piany. Lincoln again présged when the ball had heen
 re-siarted, but Hartley " headed wide. Thereafter
- Luton showed much improved form and did
% good deal of attacking, but they were not successful
in their stterapts to plerce the ‘opporing defence and |
when half-time came the score still stood in favour of

the home side, thus :— J ‘
S Lamoour, 1 :-1LuToR, 0, o it s X

- The opening play of the second half was more
~promusing for Luton, a strong attack heing made on the |
-home “goal.” The players then pulled themselves
%ogether and put pressure on the visitors’ defence,
Atter Luton bad broken mway, their forwards were
“zobbed of the ball, and McCairns securing possession |
made » single-handed run through the Luton defence
and scored easily, This woke the Bedfordshire men up
& bit'and for a time they pressed and often looked like
-georing. 'They could not, however, manage to do the
¥rick and the closing part of the game spaw a contirual -
atlack or the Luten goal. Corner after corner was
‘gbtained, but so stubborn was the defence of the
Lartonians that the City wen could not add to their
&core.  Daw, fortunately for his gide, was in brilliant |
ferm and got in the way of many a hot shot, one
clearance of his in particular quite astonishing the
‘aatives. Mo kept his charge intact to the call of time
‘#d so the game ended with the score as follows s~

Lincowy, 2 ; LuTox, 0.
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FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.
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There is not much to be said about Saturday’s game |
 at Lincoln. The City team ha« been doing so well this
soaaon that it was not expected that Luton would do
amy other shan lose, and this turned out to be thp i

I

Jth Lincoln having one
‘while the Luton team
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gsiderable experience.
&
Drapor, it seems, l:m,s heen “' ordered aﬁt;’""’ the Bed-
fordshire Militia battalion of which he is a member, |
having been sclected for active service. His place was
filled by‘ the trensference of Mclnnes o the centre,
| Dmrrant beibg introduced into ther ight wing. Mc(}'_mdy +
WS mr-...h inthe Team agoin. s
¥
The gmrp was not a great one, although both sides
ghowed goodstyleattimes. The Lutoniansgave sthecritics
vhe impression that they deserve to occupy a better
position on the League table than they at present can-
yonat, which opinion is shared by a good many folks in ;
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The ‘game only ywlded two ,.Joa; s, the home team
georing one in each half, and there was some doubt as |
to the legality of the first point, for the referee
oniy allowed it after consnitation thh both hxs

liesmen.
This result is a decided improvement on that of some
other away matches of this season and is one of which
the team has no need to feel ashamed, remembering

how strongly the wearers of the green ‘m.vﬁ been gomg 1
of late.
' *£

The Luton men owe something to the skill and pluck
of their goalkeeper. Daw was in form and gave a nne
display, keapmr' out some particularly warm shotr near 1
‘the close of the game. He Was WPH supported by the

backs, Dow and McCurdy as usual playing a ecool,
_aiaver game.

The half-backs worked Hard amd . on the Whole
eifectively, although in their zeal they sometimes dld

things which the referee thought fit to punish them for
b? ngl free klcka to the enemy, __ 4|
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The forwa,ld who most ca,ught tahe eye of the apec- ‘
tators was Eckford, who played not only with much
akill but with gre eat determination, and nearly always

led the atfack when Luton made tracks or their
opponents’ goal. _ .

‘The home side are a smart loy, with a #trong defence
and a clever line of forwards, who are well led by

M’'Cairns, the old Notts. County man. The half backs
were better in defence than a,ttack -

f Thﬂ .4 Iblgtw Field, s eakm of Daw’s erfarma,

ans . f’l"ewafds thﬁ oﬂe ﬂle Homée_tera P 1t on | m
@rmwg; nd the Luton defence was sorely |
conm“

mcﬂeﬁfﬁﬁg"“ﬂai'ﬂﬁf bﬂ* %1 * o kil e £
pome of his saves being remarkably ﬁne.’ - Once’
M*Cairns struck the undeg:aiﬂa‘uf th‘a har with a boune-
ng shot, and . v time Daw rushed across |
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versally admitted a well-balanced and clever team, and

one deserving & much higher place in the chart—Eck-

ford and the three defenders struck me as tise pick of

the players, Bekford’s determination bemg Eﬂfﬁcuhﬂj

Cotable.  He was mever beaten, really, and led many

an attack whieh deserved suscess.” - '
X

The Lincoln correspondent of the Athletic News, says:

‘« The Bedfordshire men were confidently expected to
furnish & couple ofs points, but they made a gallant
ficht of it before surrendering, 188t years - result being
eventually repeated. At the same time the Straw-
layters must {.}e considered to have got off very hghtly, _
?or '+ was marvellous how, time after time, their citadel
eacaped downfall.” The writer then alludes tosome
narrow escapes of the Luton goal, at the same time
paying a tribute to Daw’s custedianship. '
pe -4 .

“ Big Tom,” the writer in question, speaks of the
visitors thus: ¢ Those of ug who judged Luton by their
pogition in the chart’ found that we had ‘anderrated
them. They played; on the whole, avery decent game, |
and gave Webb more trouble than he has had of late. |
Hickford, who appéared at inside left; was ‘particalarly.
smart, while of Daw’s achievements I hawve already
spoken: These two were the pick of the eleven. Dow
and M’Curdy were meat and clever, but most of their |
work was unhampered, and they were ¢ften in difficul- }
fies when hard pressed.” i e e i
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Comunenting on Saturday’s game at Lincoln the |
Athletic Field offers the following mercurial observa- |
ions ;—*¢ Nokody, we suppose, expected Lufon to win |

&t Lincoln, ‘so no money wad ‘lost over Saturday’s

reverse, the 14th of its kind in a melancholy record. |

 The flush of enthusiasm which enabled the young |

bloods of the Bedford town te do what well paid and }

highly destimonialled veterans had failed at, “did not |

lant long; and lack of ability and experience in iis |

absence has settled down almost te uniform ineptitude. |

The most peguliar part about all ‘these leagues is the |
wide gap whizh separates the tail waggers from the |

L]

ruck, the leaders from the main body.”

In the ordinary way, one would pasgs such observa- |
tions with a shrug of the shoulders; but these are 20 |
extraordinary as to prompt the query as to what they
mean. W hen were the ** well paid and highly testi-
monialled veterans” got rid of ; and when did the |
ineptitude begin ? This is the paper that was speaking |
in highly commendatory terms of the Luton players |
only a few brief weeksago! (513 oo i S50
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Saturdayv’s League matches :— : o
Lincoln City ............. 2 Yo IR ¥ Vi e e
Shefficld Wednesday ... 4 v.. New Brighton ...
Middlesbrough ............ 1 v. DBurslem Port Vale
Gainsborough ............... "3 'v. 'Leicester Fosse ...
Woolwich Arsenal......... 3 .v. Loughborough ...
KRewton Heath ..ovoovan. ik T Y. Grimﬂby :‘-ﬂ_.:}i*:.-'.l.'."'.:’. -
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On Mondav the Second League
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5 Plyd, Wou Lost: Dro. Pts.. For Ags
| ShofRcld W... .0 84" .17 .. . R T

| Boitox Wand'rs. 24 .. j § N

| Lelcesstar Fosss 24 % :
' { " P
Small Heath .... 2> .. 18 .. £ 2
. Neawton Weath ed .. I8 :

Grimsby Town .. 25 .. 12
Lineoln City . «... 94 .. 12 ..
) } Chesterfisid ... o SOk S L G el
, | Burslem Port Yale 47 .. 10
b+ Woolwickh Arsenal 28 16
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Barusley ....c...-39 .%

n + Laton Town .... 24 ..

3 | Loughborough .. @3 .. X
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To-morrow (Saturday) the Second League fixtures
| are :-—At Burslem, Chesterfield v. Burslem Port Vale;
at Barnsley, Loughboro’ v. Barnsley; at Leicester,
Bolton Wanderers . Leicester Yosse ;: at ‘Luton,

(Gainsbore’ Trinity v, Luton Town ; at New Brighton,
| Lincoln Tity v. New Erighton; at Small Heath,
Burton Swifts v. Small Heath ; at Walsall, Middles-
hrough v. Walsall ; at Woolwich, Newton Heath v.
" Woolwich Arsenal. W 5
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' N.Brighton Tower 26 .. & .. 10
' Middlesbrough .. 20 J i3 : DN
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| As to the mateh at Luten to-morrow the Foolbalt

| Star expresses the opinion that ** Gainsborough should
r I ose at Luton” and gives the possible figures as 3—1 in

!
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sveur of Luton, How does this sompare with Gains-
borough 3, Leicester 0, last Saturday’s score?
In the light of what has happened at Luton the
| following Athleivc News reference will be interesting as
| touching nupon the visit to Lineceln :(—During the week
| the City executive had issued an a;}jpﬁai for better
| support. 'The inclement weather and ‘the inevitable
i effects of the war had seriously affected the ciub’s
1 finances, and it wag urgently ssked that better gates
1 should be aceorded the home matehes. 7 On the Satur:
day previons the gate' had been’ ¥aluad ‘et only £44
| which, of course, is hardly a third of what iz needed.
Saturday, with brighter weather and half the town
gtill rejoicing over the good news from Natal, saw the
people come in better, but still the takings were under
| 200, and the executive may . well feel dizsappointed.
They have chosen & team which has lifted the prestige
of the club higher than it ever was before, they have
improved the ground very considerably, they entered a
team (at their supporters’ public reguest)in the Midland
| League, and have showm their followers foothall of
!aimost First League quality—indeed, of quite Firat
League quality sometimss—and ap appeal should not 1
have peen necessary. Unless fine Weatfxer favours the
Grimsby and Small Heath matches, the outlook must
be gloomy indeed. £ % | e
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‘When I heard that Millwall had succeeded at the
third time of agking in eliminating Aston Villa from the |
English Cup competition I rejoiced that the South had
| at length prwed ltﬁelf“’m’ thy -of high henours. N |
~ As the matber now stands we are certain’ to have a’
‘representative in the final, for either Millwall or
Southainpton must bite the dust. ' dt will be ‘s yread
«day for Southern foothball when the champions meet at
the Crystal Palace, and should the hope of the South
“bring back the cup—but that is locking a very long way

‘shead and may lead to unprofitable speoulation.
* e 5* P T S
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The Chairman of the Luton Junijer League (Mr.
W. P. Banks) received a letter yesterday (Thursday)
from the Duke of Bedford transferring the challenge
cup! presented by his Grace te the defunet Luton and
District League to the Luton Junior Leagne.
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