TL.UTON TOWN .v. H}tlfllfh HE "-l._’l"!f.
Played on daturday av Luton. Result:—

‘ | el A

Smell Heath ooiieiiiiiann. 2 gjtltlln.

ol e bl Boh b o NSNS R 1 goal,
Teams : —

Tton: Daw: Dow and McCurdy; J. Brown
Holdstock, and Williams; W. Brown, Broek,
Burbaze, Mclunes, and Fckferd. S .

Small Heach: Robinson; Archer and Prath;
A \v. W:eemere, and Lealke; Bennets, Acton,
MecRoberts, Main, and W harton.

" - T

This, the last of Luton's home engagements
and possibly the last Sccond League malch at
Luton for many a long day, had a very unsatis-
factorr termination—unsatisfactory mnot only
from the fact that they had the misfortune to be
without the services of Dow for the
best pacl of “the  game, but alio be-|
cauze of the supposec eccentricitics  of
the reforeo, which lost them the match. Mr.
Jones, of Leicester, has been to Luton near
uron half-a-dozen times this season, and 1t can- |
not be said that he has improved his reputation ;
indeed, the spectators on this r4['1-a'.3-4c'-.;,|.siunL did not
dirguise their disgust at his decisions and vented |
their feelings in a demonstration at the close of
the game, which if not rough was certainly noisy.

The homesters lost the toss, and kicked off to.
wards the Bury end in the face of a hot summer |
sun. Robhingson was the first of the custodians

called upon to defend his charge, Holdstock,
very early in the game, getting in a long shot
which caused him to handle. Before the match
was many minutes old, Dow had to leave the |
field on account of an injury to his foot, and
though after having it attended by Lawson, he
was able to return, he was not able to play with
hig usual confidence, and 1ndead fcund it so
painful that at the interval he relired altogether.

Small Heath were the most troublesome on
the left wing, which, failing to meet with the
gtrone opposition which Dow 18 as a rule able
ta offer, made frequent headway. After one
of these runs, McRoberts gained possession, and
a stinging shot very fortunately for Luton hit

the upright instead of finding the net. Woeakene]
as they were, it was not surprisine to find Luton
hard pressed at times. Small Heath certainly
had the hest of matters in the first half, and the
wendent was that some of their early efforts did
not score.

In one instarce, Austin, their inside-richt, got
in a long dropping shot which Daw just managed
to tip over the bar, and almost immediately afters
he was severely tested with a smart low drive
from Bennetf, another corner having to be con-
ceded. This, however, Luton managed to clsar,
and then, after a couple of attempts by Main,
tha locals made a run, Roland Brown being seen
to advantage. Brock was in the centre ready to
1eceive, but Robinson was there too, and the
latler cot in first. Eeckford afterwards sent over,
and Dow receiving from a corner put into the
custodian’s hands.

On several occasions when the Heathens 2ot
down, they suffered the penalty of (e off:side
rule through infringement, but when the iu.er-
val was drawing clos3s, Main, standing at close
guarters, received the leather and beat Daw, the
point being allowed in epite of the proteste of
the Lauton crowd. But if their disgust was evi-
‘dent just 2t that moment, their indignation was
gven more pronounced when directly afterwards |
McRoberts, whe certainly anpeared to be un
questionably offside, netted the ball and the goeal
was allowed.

- Thus the interval found Luton with two goals
~ to the bad, but crossing over, they socn beran
to make tracks for the railway goal, in spite of
ithe fact thai they were playing only ten men.
TEeir dianlay fromn now to the finish was a long
way ahead of the form they had shown in the
first half Almost continually they were givina l
trcuble, and the narrow escanes of the Heathens'’
fortress raised the interest of the spectators to
an exoitable pitch. Under these circumstances,
- the fact of the referee disallowing a pretty goal
scored by Eckford from a centre by Brown in |
-na way allayed their feelings. '

Fortune certainly was not with the homesters.
one very luckw save being made by Robinson
from Burbage, the ball cannoning off him 1into
play. TLuton. however, did not go altogether un-
rewarded, a very good goal by Burbage, about
wh_uch there could not possibly be any question,
being allowed. The finish came without any
further chance, and the spectators hurried off
towards the dressing rooms, where there sremed
‘a prospect of lively times, but, led by Tommy
Melnnes, the players closed round the referce.

who was thus enabled to reach his box un-
molested.
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