(GREI)ITABLE WIN FOR LUTON,
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Mealing with the probability of ths Hotepuyrs i
,.E:,E:;w n:f_ a writer in the Daily Telegraph ggrf;a.bt?:;tdlz -
“ittled the c}_xmmea of the Iatter by saying that they
i begﬁn; by losing to Wftford-_a promoted club*——*a,nﬁ
Jince then have onl;f be_ﬂ. ten Luton, who promise to do
L batter in t.he boul;berl‘: Le&g}m than they did in
- the second division of the Ummywnahip.” Suech was
b critic's estimate of the match bhetween Brigtol
Ly and Tuton that he did not think well evey to
it, an omission which may fairly he construed

fion
::;B?ndicating the thought that Luton had no Shande.

owing upon the wretched display given b
Egltlpniani ab Chatham in the previous weelk, i{ ;};2
not surprising to discover that the general jdea in
[uton was bhab the Bristolians would just about
manage to win, though at the same time it was hoped
that & change that had been made in the constitution
of the home side would be effectual. The weather on
ggturday Was delightiully fine and this fact, combined
ith the fame of the Bristol team, atfracted a very
large crowd to the Duunstable-road ground. The home
players wore for the first time their new uniform of
nale blue shirts and white knickers. Burbage (the
%artford layer who was inciuded in the Luton ranke

occasionally last season) was introduced at cenire

forward in the place of Molyneus.

At 4 o’clock Mr. J. U, King took command of tha
#ollowing sides :-—

Tuton : Smart; Lindsay and MeCurdy ; Clifferd
Holdstock and Williams ; Brown and Blessington :
purbage, Tierney and Saxton. ’

Bristol : Toone; Bach and Davig; Jones, Wilson
and Chambers ; Nicoll and Stevenson, Michael, Fulton
and McDoug&IL :

The locals obtained choice of ends and defended the
cailway goal. Soon after Michael had set the ball
volling *‘Roland” Brown distingnished himself by
smart play at outside right and was warmly applauded.
A goed centre by Brown was neatly cleared by Toone.
Fellowing a foul by Bristol, Heldstock steered over ths |
har. The Luton leit wingers were next conspicuous, |
though nothing came of theefiort. The hemesters had
up be now had the best of maiters and were giving a
capital display. The “* Cits, "’ then roused themselves |
and the forwards put in some really excellent werk.
4o determined was the attack that the visitors got
clese to goal, where Lindsay headed away, Cliffors |
was next to the fore, and he broke up the combination
of the Bristolians in very good styie. Burhkage got |
away with a rush later om, orly to be adjudged off- |
side. A free-kick for handling checked the homesters
for a space ; but subsequently the ““blues” attacked
hotly onee more, though only to find that the Bristol
defence was very -sound. DEBrown broke away |
canitally ; yet he wound wp by sending wide
of the mark. Burbage with another of hiz dan-
serous dashes forced a corner, whieh proved resultless.
‘The home outside right once more atiracted attention
by very fine play, while Tierney - evoked applause with |
a shot which went 'hard and straight towards goal.
Toone was on the alert, though, and suceeeded in dis-
posing of the ball. The Luten contingent were con-:
tinuing to bave the best of mafters, and had their;
shooting been more aecurate they would have seored
on more occasions than one. Another corner was
secured, from which 'Tierney headed wide. Brown
followed this up by shooting inte the custolian’s |
hands. The outside maxn, by the way, was 'being ;

!
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#plendidly fed by Blessington, whese unselfish display
was vastly admired. Foulswere awarded against both
sets of rivals in turn. Oneof the Luton defenders and
& visiting forward collided and wourd up by kicking
each other, the referee eventually interposing. After-
‘wards Bristol got away well on the left wing and
concluded by shooting very wide. Immediately after
& grand effort from the same wing wae neutralised by
Lindsay, who dashed in and headed away cleverly, The
Lll!?On captain, indeed, was showing the crowd-—and,
ncidentally, his opponents—what admirable judgment
416 poesesses. There wae no hesitency with him. Like
Oolonel John Hay’s hero ““Jim DBludso,” he quickly
Tecognised his duty ‘‘ and wont for it thar and then.”
ﬁmal't elicited warm approval by bringing off a first-
E: :ﬁe“"ﬂ,;' while a minute or so later he was again cheered
191 an equally satisfactory performance. The local custo-
R Was giving a very gratifying axhibition and it was
SA8Ing to observe that the spectators expressed their
f‘?bﬁtlon in no stinted fashion. When McDougall

nNna

i Mped the bar with & hard shot, Smart ag&in pre-
Sived his charge. The Bristol forwards were just now
518 & capital sample of their quality, and they very
oy gucceeded in scoring. DMichael was eapecially
g _ilmnt, and what he lacked in inches he made up
oo pluck, He was clever and fearless and gave the
€ rearguard some trouble. On one occasion e

mﬁd off at a great pace towards the Luton sgoal and

taok 5 . .
?M:hih > which Smart managed to clear. Saxton

Hmwh ball yards above the Bristel bar soon after.
'ﬁﬂm and Clifford shot neatly in r&p1d1 succession,
| ;oth s fﬂll-owing suit for the strangers. The h&url::s iqn.
Aot Sides put in some splendid volleying. though 1t did
iﬁtﬂp mve. very effective in the sense of mang cpentl oB.
Em &E~1qck to Luton was rendered anfroitful by
ﬁla ?ﬁ;é{ icking behind the line. Towards "the end oi
Efilul. h‘alf the home players ac raneed in force and
‘ .'ven&d i a stubborn assanlt. They were evel}tu-ﬁw_ |
'hl‘mr back by a tree-kick for foulng. A wrnhqz
iheﬁngwm not taken advantoge of, Brown once “’.‘I;S
wﬁl‘ﬁ; erratically. At the interval the positions s¥l
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» & 3 ' as. |
m"arg‘iﬁ*u two or three occasions and his dﬁfwh‘:ﬂ*
8hot . . Buocessful, Receiving from Brown, DR U1S,
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scored ; but another forward who was standing in an
off-side situation got in the way and so the chance was
spoiled, The downfall of the Bristol goal was not long
delayed, however. Burbage received a tlever pass from
Brown and, going ahead at a great pace, beat Toone
with a lovely shot. 'This success for the homesters,
which occurred 10 minutes from the re-start, was pro-
ductive of jubilant shouts. In the operations which
took place immediately afterwards Lindsay played & J
| 8reac game, and Holdstock also was prominent repeat-
! edly. Later on Bristol attacked very sturdily and the
E
.‘

play was at the Luton end for some time. When close
to goal Burbage was unfortunate enough to be pulled
up for off-side. Blessington dispatched a grand shot at
Toone’s charge, which wasjust as excellentlysaved. Lind-
say brought off a superb clearance. A slight suspension
was necessitated by a mishap to Burbage ; but happily
1t proved to be nothing very serious. Free-kicks against
both sides followed on the resumption, and from one of
these danger came te Luton, the visitors winding up by
shooting over the bar. Brown got well under, weigh
and finished up a typieal run with a shogf, which missed
scoring by inches only. Durbage, who had net re-
covered altogether from his accident, got clear micely
when a good distance from goal, and set off at the top
of his speed. He was pursued by the backs and Toone
endeavoured to cope with him ; but the home centre
man managed to elude his aszailants, and he terminated
& splendid exhibition by scoring in brilliant style.
This point rendered a victory for Luton aimost a2
certainty, and there was a verv enthusiastic eutburst
from the onivokews. As the end drew near the visitors
redoubled their efforts, snd at one stage Smart brought |
off a capital save. A commer to Luton was the last ! :

point of interest in the game, and when the whistie
sounded the home side had gained a highly creditable
victory with thege figures : |

Loren, 2 ; BrisToL, €.

The winners were loudly cheered on returning to the
dressing-rooms and Burbage was carried thither on the
shoulders of a number of ardent admmirers.
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| FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.

"

There was great jubilation in Luton after Saturday’s |
mateh, and justifiably co. It was a splendid perform-
ance to lower the colours of Bristol City. It cameasa
great surprise, after the far {from satisfactory way in

| ‘which the men had shaped in the previous week at
:Chatham. | , |

!

won by the display of ability superior all round to that |
-of the visitors, who had been looked upon as one of the
strongext combinations in the Scuthern League. The
suceess bears out the impreszion I formed on the .
occasicn of the Southampton match—that the new-
comers would ghake down into a formidable combination
before long. ' '

. e 1
l It was not in any sense a fluke. The triumph was
|

.

I Ere proceeding to further comment let me say that
there must be & very prenounced impraovement on. the
left wing. The men who played there on Saturday
were far from being as dashing and dangerous as we
nad been led to hope in the practice games that they
} would ve. Saxton was especially weak on Saturday.
When compared with the display on the right wing,
that of the left wingers was like a candle to an are !
iamp for brilliancy. - !

' ¥

:  Here let me utter a word or twe of appreciation of
{ the way in which Blessington is combining with Brown, |
The inside man watches and feeds his comrade with
“that uunselfishness without which successful forward
play 1z impossible. 'The result iz that the pair are a |
{ big bandful for any backs. -
| Aot
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Another player who is deserving of commendation is
| Holdstock, for his first-rate exhibition at centre-half.
g It affords me ungualified pleasure to pay this tribute
! to the local man, and it leads fo the thought that the

directors have a reserve team from which drafts can
| be made into the senior ranks as circumstances may
| require. i
2

f | .

i it would be uniair o make these pleasant allusions
and to leave Lindsay out. He displayed splendid
judgment and siways did the right thing. His dasgh-
| ing charges were not altogether relished by some of
E theose who were flgored. Lindsay 18 an ideal captain
! and just the man fo nerve his companions and lead

‘mmmmmmm—u

“y

g them from victory te vietory—that is, if the men have
si. the phility that I believe they possess.

- Smart, too, is entitled to more than passing refer-
' ence. He surprised us all by the coolness with which i
e dealt with the hottest of shots. His display could
scarcely have been excelled even by Robinson himself, |
for he did all that was required of him, and in 2 work-
manlike way. -

e - I
 Burbage, of course, was the hero oi the day. This
‘local player appeared in the Lufon renks last season
occasionally and he subetituted for Molyneux on Satur- |
day. He fully justified hisinclusion, forhescored the two
geals by which his gide won and gave a display that
secured the admiration of everybody present.

The centrs man ig a dashing, ciaver player something
of the Denaldson type. Once he gete away he tekesa
des! of stopping, as Intiernatmna;l Pach and 'his com-
panions discovered., His second goal was a beauty, and
it was rendered additienally nieritorious by bis having
sustained an injury.
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‘The experiment of standing down a player who does
not give satisfaction is sometimes ri sky ; but the success

of Burbage on Saturday

proves that the authorities
have good material

at their dispoesal and should em-

bolden them in their resolve to stand no nonsense,

Better loge with reserves than with weall paid men whe
either will not or cannot play.

=

Ot course in saying 20 much I am not referring
specifically t¢ Molyneux. I would say precisely the
same thing of the left wingers or any of the other
-players who do not afford satisfaction. We have had
far voo much of the other kind of thing in the past.

£

To apeak broadly of Saturday’s game, I ghould
‘unhesitatingly say that the Bristolians could not have
been at their best.
have secured, I could not help wondering at the slack-
ness which was frequently perceptible.

&

In the first half of the match the home lot Ware
distinetly the betier side, though flashes of brillianey
from the ‘‘reds’” forwards relieved the display of the
visitors at times. That there was no score at half-time

to any especial cleverness on the part of the stran gers.
#

then the Bristol men were not by any ineans done with,
and i6 was not uniil after Burbage beat Toene a secona
time that the result was certain, |

¥
Michael, the City centre forward, was a hard werker
-ana his very pertiracity entitled Lim to bettar fack
than he obtained—though at the same time due allow.
ance must be made for the eareful way 1n which he wasg
waiched. Nicoll, the old Millwsallian, was not in VETY
reat form.

U

e ,, _
Phe Bristol halves were a very fair trio, though there
was notning very brilliant about them. Bach was by
e better of the two backs,

4

goal.
i

On the homs side, in addition te those alrcady
specially mentioned, Clifford and McCurdy deserve
word of recognition.
and he will prove 2 valuable member of the half-
back line. I have seen Willlams play a far better
DAE.

3

There was much outery with reference to some of
the decisiens of the ofiicial in charge of the game. [t
was difficult at times fo agree with the referee’s
rulings ; but there was never anything very gerious the
ma,Luer.

#

There waz a good attendance and the gate realised

just over £70.
=

The League table after Saturday’s games stood aa

follows :— | |

s — Goals

Played Won. Lost. Dr'n. For Agsi Pty |
Portementh ........ 8 .. 8 « Q.. 0.. 8§ .. 9 ¢
Brigi®l Rovers .uceve B oo Q- 0o 0 o 1 .. 8. 8 -85l
Reading .« .reveoeee 3.0 2 .0 0 .01 ., 6., 9., §
MLl i 08y B L e, R e 4
Westi Ham United .. 8 .. 2 . 1., 0.,10 ., 8§ 4
Bristol City ceevner- 8 .. 2 o Lo 0.5 7, B . 4
Watlord ~ ,..-ssomeai 8 oo A v 1 .o X .. 4 "B o8
Tottenham: Hetspur 2 .. 1 .. 1. 6., 5., 8. 1
Southampton .ese.. @ .. 1 .. 1., 0.. 4., § . %
Queen’s £’k Rangers 8 .. 1 .. 2.. 6., 8., 6 . 9
e ) e B K BN Wi |
Eattoring i aenanwE | S 1 R e | e A 2
Ghﬂt‘h.ﬁm cewsravesaE 7 Loy e B AR 2 ne 0 “» 3 s e 2
NﬂWBrgmptG“ rees 3 A 9 .y 2 8 % | 2 4 3 Ae 5 s 1 |
Bwindon ToWi- s B ie ) 5 200 X 00900 g T
Gﬁ?&ﬁﬁﬂﬂ 'F_!-'* ,'q.lul-.g-- 3 "o 0 ¢ o ﬁ » % 1 ..""_.‘_‘ 2 Syl G‘- 1

:'-._...\-
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Considering the reputation they

was due more to the ill luck experienced by Luton than |

The second half preved to a demoustration that our |
conclusions of the first half were correct, The locals |
went great guns after they had scored. though even |
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The former is settling down, |
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while Toone did well in |
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The Southers Leﬁ;gue games on Saturday were:—

. @Tottenham Hotspnur ... 5 bt Chatham ... ...
e West Ham United 9 bt Southampton

0
| )
aLuton . 2 bt Bristol City o |
‘ebBristol Rovers ... ... 3 bt XKettering ... LR
aWatford ... 1 dr Swindon ... B i §
aNew Brompton ... .1 dr Gravesend ... .1
l aPertsmouth 1 bt Millwall Athletic ... O
#Reading ... .. 3 btQueen’s Park Rangers 0
@ indicates home clubs.
2
The ““blues”—for the Lutonians now sport light
blue shirtse—are down to visit Swindon on Saturday.
The Westerners have not yat won a game, and the fact
that they eould only draw at Watford does not make
them out very great. It would not surprise me to see
the visitors advance up the League ladder.
=

By the way, Roger Ord is to accompany the feam ag
goalkeeper. Ord will be remembered a3 the custedian
who played some marvellous games for the Avrsenal
Some years since. |

#x

““ Rover,” writing in the Morning Leader on Mon-
day, said : *“The surprise of the day was the defeatof
Bristol City at Luton. It was commonly supposed,
and with good reason, that the City team were one of
the strongest in the League. On recent form the same
could certainly not be said of Luton, who had been
beaten on their own ground by Southampton and at
Chatham by the team of tnat name. It wae therefore

!

a genuine ‘startler’ when the news came over the wire

that Luton had defeated Bristol City by 2 goals to nil.
What ho, my brave Chickaleery ! The vietory will
give Luton a fresh lease of lifs. There 1s nothing
succeeds like suceess in the football world. Nor can it
do the Bristol Baby much harm. He is a lusty
youngster who hardly knows his own strength, and
perbaps he rather underestimated the prowess of the
{ Bedford team.”

|
i e
The Daily Chronicle says: ‘‘ Luton accomplished a
really good performance in defeating Bristol City. The
Strawplaiters have discovered a new forward named
| Burbage, and he scored the goals ! ”
it |
““ Abaris,” writing in the Fcho on Monday, referred
to the defeat of the Arzenal by Burton Swifts and pro-
emeded : ““ Hardly less surprising than this last was the
tumble of Bristol City at Luton. There we have

ing from their capture inestimable.”

o

the possession of readers.

mere rermonstrances are of no avail.

e

(]

FT
orowd “‘iginot an idesl one.” Not by any means. Ii

guardism,
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another hot lot of forwards who can mnot set the ball.
The City, however, should be able to take this defeat |
smiling and still make headway. Luton will find the |
noints very acceptable, and the encouragement resulé- |

The snnual meeting of shareholders of the Club on |
Tonday evening was a very formal affair and there |
was a surprisingly small attendance. The statements |
made as to the plaving season and the condition of the |
fnsnces added nothing to the information already in |

The disorderly behaviour of a section of the erowd |
was discussed and the conclusion arrived at was that |
the only remedy was to prosecute some of the offenders. |
9o many references have been made in these columns }
to the subject without result that 1 am persuaded that §

Tt was conceded by one of the Directors that the |

has heen made clear retentiy thab anless stern ra- |

pPregsive measures are sdopted the Ulub will be brought |
- into trouble—and that by a set of raving yahoos whose |
ignorsnce is only matehed by their blatant black- |
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| STl e 4B ULy matcned by their blatant blacl
I guardism.
i

Saturday produced a case in point. The refere
found it necessary to addrees sem®e observations t
Lindsay more than once. The yelling section deter
mined at once that the home captain was being accuse
of foul play, whereas the remonstrance an warnin
were for indunlging in dirty language. Yet the rofere
fnad to put up with a hostile ci‘emonstraﬁon ! Suchi
the way of some football crowds.

fs

I very much regret to have to state that the director:
of the Town Club have had this week to deal with &
very serions matter which intimately concerns severa)
of the prominent players. It is ver y hard luck indeed,
and is all the more depressing when it is borne in mind
that we had been congratulating ourselves upon having
secured the services of good and reputable men.,

2

The directors have not only my sincere sympathy
but my hearty commendation for having dealt sternly
with the offenders. They have let it be known that a
repetition of sueh discreditable conduct will entail the
sternest dealing with the culprits. The foothall-loving
public will agree that such repressive Imeasures were
not only éxcusable but absolutely essential if discipline
is Y0 be maintained,

S0 far as can be gathered, it seems that the affair
originated in the precipitate departure on Monday of
rii? e » +
Lierney, who had apparently taken offence at some-
thing and accordingly packed himself off hag and

; *
i
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baggage. Imcidentally one would say that the Club
18 well quit of a player with such a temperamerni,

| D _ |

The departure was celebrated by the proffer of
intoxicants to-some of his fellow professionals. The
matter did not stop here, for some of the men econ-
tinued their imbibing, and the story goes that some
very discreditable events happened in the evening.
Certain it is that several of the players were seen in
the town in a more or less pronounced conditicn of
intoxication. It would not serve any useful purpose o
go further into details. | e

The directors appear to¢ have regarded a8 most
serious the ‘case of Molyneux. . This player was
guspended sine die, and informed that he could have a,
free transfer if he could secure another engagement.
It is 2 thousand pities that such severity had to be re-
sorted 1o ; butb the officials had no alternative.

£

In the cage of Saxton a suspension for a week was
imposed. Another of the men was at first similarly
dealt with ; but on his giving a solemn pledge that
such conduct should not be repeated he was let off with
a svern reprimend. Two others of the men wers
sraartly censured. |

7

The whels of the delinauents were told very plainly
hat any repetition of the offence would be severely
visited and that no further warnings would be given.

6
' One cannot wonder that the directors have resolved upon

viis, The mysbery has been that they have stood so
much in the past. We are persuaded that the public
will endorse the actions with their approval.
e |
Of course the =uspensions and the departure of
1iermay have diglocated the team, and the directors
are placed in a very awkward position, for there is a
Jouthern League mateh at BSwindon to be decided on
Saturday. ‘There was some talk of Fletcher being
engaged ; but he bas signed on for Grimshy.

Xz
Thersisnothing for it but to engage reserves., Itis hard |
tuek : but the football lovers of the town will under- ;
¥

stand how it has come about if Luton should lose, and
will not be unduly cast down. It were hetter to
employ a team of reserves and lose games than put up
with such disreputable benaviour on ‘the part of the
nlayers. It is to be hoped, hewever, that lovers of
the game will not be influepced by the unhappy events
f the last few days. |
: - i FOOTEE.
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