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. THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE

SWINDON v. LUTON TOWN.

"~ Played at Swindon on Saturday. Result : —
B BWINAON. - eeeviieceevnenninieanas 2 goals.

R Titon Town covieceeaniarinees 1 goal.

.~ The vigit of Luton was a greatb attraction at
‘Swindon on Saturday, the remembrance of former
Dbatiles exciting the interest of the Swindon sup-
‘porters to a very keen degree. The homesters
had not been doing any too well in the Lieague
" gompetition, and there was great hope—a hope
which was justified by the event—of taking a
_ceuple of points ;}ut of }uton. :
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"~ l.uton unfortunately were not in a position to
take the field with any very confident expecta-
' tions of success, owing to the re-arrangement ot
" the front string, rendered necessary by olrcum
" stances which are tolerably well known and to
which there iz no need now to refer. Burbaze
being unable to get away, the centre-forward
' position was entrusted to Plummer, of the Re-
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- serves, Cox, the half-back, filled Tierney’s place
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“ab inside-left, and Durrant substituted Saxton
ab outside-left,
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ghﬂmﬂdon had two or three absentees, but there
- @vas not with them such a wholevale weakening of
the attack, Luton won the toss, but there was
very little advantage in that, and as a matter of
 faet Swindon were the first to act on the aggres-

give, though for a time their efforts were fruit-
EE&E They obtained a corner off McCurdy, but
g“‘ﬁh‘is was not turned to account, and a shot from
Gaxndiner was saved by Ord, who was performing

in goal for Luton for the first time.
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- Luton retaliated with some vigour, and Men-
ham cleared splendidly from a fine shot by Brown.

The play then became of a give-and-take charac.
- ter, both ends being visited in turn, but if any-

- thing Luton had rather the better of the ex-

- ehanges. A turn in the tide came, however, from
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‘a free kick for Swindon, Gardiner scoring the

first goal after ﬂtwelve‘minutea’ play.

. Luton made strenuous efforts to equalise, and
Menham more than once seemed in danger ot
being beaten, but he managed to bring off several
- very fine saves. But if the forward line had been
- up to the mark, there is no doubt that Tuton
- would not only have got on level terms, but
~would have ta,kegl the lead,
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_ Afffer a somewhat long period of offensive work
-;by Laiton, Swindon broke away through a big
Kick by Ritchie, and Smith sucoeeded in register-
1ng a second goal for the homesters. Tt was a
~case of one side having the play and the other
- mde getting the goals TLuton tried hard tq
- retrieve their fortunes, but at the interval they
- were still in a m;inority of a couple of goals.
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In the second half, Luton continued to more
than haold their own in point of play, and at
length Blessington netted the ball, but the
re_felree, after consulting a linesman, disallowed
the goal on the ground »f offside. The decision
was not appreciated by Luton, who were conf.

dent, perhaps not unnaturally. ¢l '

A > y, that t} yo1nt
was a perfectly cood one, 5 s e
k1 y ]

A little later, however, Brown f
: _ T ound an open-
ing a-nd_g?ored a goal about which there cmﬂg D
1o possibie doubt, but try as they would to mak
8 draw of 1t, Luton did not succeed, and the
Swindonians were left in possession of a luclks
‘;':titltti)-ryﬂlj)y ]l:wo goals to one. Luton were cer-
ALlly the Detter team, and it w - %
liues on them to lose. e, e
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~ The forwards perhaps did quite as well as eou'd
have been expected, Durrant playing a very faiu

game, but still there was a congiderable difference
. between the attack and the defence, and 1t was
that difference which caused Luton the loss of
~ the two points. Despite the fact that Swindon
- had the advantage in the matter of goals, there
was no faul’ to 1'1‘i'1nd Wiih Ord’s custodianship.
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" The “Swindon Advertiser” says: ¢ Towards
" the end of the gamoe Luton played up splendid-
ly. I think thsy were seea at their best during
the last twenty minutes or so; Menham and his
backs withstocd the onslaught capitally, bus
Luton stuck to their work, and very neatly
~ brought about a coup during the final seven
minutes. Blessington found an opening and
. promptly slammed the leather into the net. Ofi-
gide! What a relief to Swinden! But Luton
 game on again harder than ever, and Brown, who
 had been shooting better than any other man on
 the field, met with a just reward five minutes
- from the end. It was a well-earned goal, well

meriting ths applause unstintingly bestowed

upon the effort.”
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"~ One of the matches of the season will be that
 which will take place on the Bury Park enclo-
gure on Saturday, when Watford will take the

field against Lauuton. The matches between teams
representing theso Clubs have always been of an

exciting nature, bubt I think they will all have
- to take a back seat as compared with Saturday’s
encounter. The Watfordians are very confident,
 their display against Queen’s Park Rangers last
wesek having given them a pretty high opinion

of themsslves.
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. The Luton team will be as follows:—Ord;
~ Lindsay and McCurdy ; Clifford, Holdstock, and
- Williams; Brown, Blassington, Burbage, Sax-
- ton, and Durrant. Probably Allen would have
- played inside left bubt for a severe kick he re-
- geived in the match against Hitchin Blue Cross.
- The referes will be Mr. King, of Welling-
. borough, and therefore ILandsay will have to
mind his p’s and g’s. The kick-off will take place
at 3.30. I undorstand the Watford men will
~ bring a big and eilthusiaitio follgwin-g',

- For Comfer’ and Elegance, Style and Price,
- wear Bassett’s Rainproof Coats and Macintoshes.
- 8. Bassett, tailor, batter, and complete outfitter,
28, Walling-tm-ﬁiireet.—-[ADVT.]
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. Of the other Southern League games, the most
interesting from the Luton point of view was
- that at Kensal Rise, where the Queen’s Park
- Rangers only just succeeded in beating Watford.
- The Hertfordshire men, who have been much
atrengthened by the inclusion once again of Hare,
- the old Amwenal man, rendered a splendid account
- of themselvez, and it was their misfortune rather
i"'hangﬁzf’ir fault that they were beaten by the
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SOUTHERN LEAGUE.
RECORD UP TO DATE.

Goals
Gk Pld. Won. Lost. Drn. For Agst Pte.
s RortEmouth ............ i -8 0 1 O 12 7
Bristol Rovers............ S TR S ORI T
Mlﬂﬂ' .............. e ave 4 - 0 2 7 3 6
paiwall............. s o F ot D e A -
IR BN ... 2 3 a0 11 %@
DRIstol OAby ............... g. 2 1 1 ar e 40k
Queen’s Park Rangers 4 2 2 0 9 .8 4
T LT R o 1ot 49 &
Tottenham Hotspur ... 3 1 1 1 6 4 3
ERunsasaplon ............ 3 1 1 1 e
BRBLErINE . 1 21 s LU
Ewdon ... 1 1 2 1 G (3 ST
Chatham. .................. s k. 5. 0 g B9
L S N 4 1 > 0 6 8 2
Gravesend.................. 4 1 2 1 - 1
- New Brompton ......... - il 1 (R TR | 4 8 1
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