Football.

THE ENGLISH CUP COMPETITION.

FINGS LYNN v. LUTON TOWN.

- Played at King’s Leynn on Saturday. Result:

ERGOD TPOWER - coniseieeidiansnas 4 goals.
LT a0 DR R 1 goal.

It cannot be said that Dame Fortune has emiled
on Luton in the English Cup Competition this last

two years. Our outing to Lowestoft twelve
- months ago was a complete farce from & monetary
point of view, and one journey of this character
~ought to content the ordinary man for a lifetime.
" I am eure it would have been quite sufficient
tor Laton if they had bad a voice in the matter,
bt they hadn't, and the English Cup drawers
~were unkind enough to pull out the name of
another team in the same district, viz., King’s
Lynn, followed by Luton, in the competition this
year.
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- It was for this reason, and thig reasom alone,

that T packed up my goods and chattels as early
as half-past seven last Saturday morning en route
~dor the Fen district. | A more monotonous journey
- one eould not wish for. The coumnfry is unin
teresting, and, as everyone knows, as flat as
flounder. It was just about half-past twelve when
we reached Liynn. The outward journey hadn’t
‘been so bad, but the coming back was just about
the last etmaw. We left before half-past five,
and we got home just before twelve
o’'cloek. Yga had an hour’s wait at Cambridge,
- which was all right, for we could get tea, but the
- two hours’ wait at Hatfield was the longest 120
‘minutes I ever remember. The name of Hatfield
- will live for years in the players’ memories, I’'m
 BUre. |
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- The glory and honour of the Luton team had
. preceded us, for when we got to Lynn we met
- people who knew more about us than we knew
ourselves. Wwe were advertised as the “Great

- Midland and Southern League team,” whilst one
- of the local papers had gone to the trouble of find. |
- ing out or guessing all sorts of things about us.,
- Far instance, about seven of the Luton players

were juet 20 years old. Next we read that Lind-
. say & 15 stone. Not a bad weight. Roger Ord
- 8aid he wag advertised as being 39 years old, but
~ that I didn’t see (neither did he). Later on a.

8trong argument went on among some Lynn sup-
porters abous Blessington. Some said he was the
- old Celtic player, others said he wasn’t, but when

the “book of words” was turned up, and I
could see clearly in black and white that he was
- only twentw—-waﬂ, I couidn’t di*SputrE: it then.

- The match had created a lot of interest in the

distriet, and undoubtedly Lynn people were mora
than satisfied with the gate, but Luton were not.
The gate realised £40, and out of this there wag
about £20 oxpenses, which left another £20 tq
be divided between the clubs. Tt will therefore
t3 seen that Luton lost badly over the encounter,
and it makes one feel inclined to write gtrongly
about amateur clubs competing in the Jup Com-
petition with the idea of getting a bit of luck
and having a good professional team come down
to play thom. The likelihood is that if T.ynn had
been drawn at Luton, they would have sora tehed,
and then again Luton would have bheen losers,
_for they might have been without a game al-
togetheyr.
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The Lynn people think they have a capital
ground, and when I casually mentioned about it
being a trifle “ humnty dumnty,” they rather re-

sented the idea. Any way, in my opinion it was
@ poor ground. It was fairly flat, but lumpy in
places, whilst the grass was four or five inches
long—perhaps more. The recent rains had made
1{ muddy, and as 1t was naturallv inclined to be

“begey,” one has an idea of what the players
had to put up with.
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Now o the game. The teams were : —

~ Luton: Ord; Tindsay and MeCuardy : (Vifford,
Holdstook, and Wllhamﬂ Durrant, Bleafsmp;tcm,
Barlor, Dempaefy, and Saxton.

King’s Lynn: Gav; Pearman and Girton:
Reed, Btevonﬁ, and H:ay'lock Orvis, Spaul dmg,
Hormgold Hom'ley, zmd Smlth |

The pame 1tself remmded me very much of the
Liowestofh matceh last year. King's Lynn are cor- |
ta:nly a better team than their neighbours, and
they play a very decent game in their own partic:-
lar elags, but of course they never showed thae
slightest pretentions of being able to keep alony- |
gide Luton. One thing I liked about their
players, they didn’t suffer from eswelled heads.
They know thoy were meeting a better side, they

- never expeoted to win, and the took their defeat
in a capital manner, a,lthoup,h their past record
15 worth repeating. They hadn’t been beaten
before thig season, and f(}r elghteen months they
had defied all comers on their own ground. Their

previous defeat was twelve months last Easter
by Aston Villa.
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Immediately the ball was started rolling Tuton
made tracks for their opponents’ goal, and twice
offside was given in the first minute. Taton
‘gaemed quite serious about the matoh, and T know
the players intended making the game gure before |
they relaxed any efforts. We had only been play.
ing three minutes when a nasty accident hap-
penad. Durrant was making a nice run with
- Blessington on the right, and had just got his
oentre across, when one of the Lynn defenders
steppad richt on Durrant’s &nkle—the one that
- got m]ured at Portsmouth. The result was that
Durrant had to be carried off the field with a
 brutsed and twicted ankle, and was not able to
take any further Ea-rt n i}he game.

.~ To be handicapped with ten men in a Cup-tic

g0 early in the game was serious, and it was

lucky that we were not meeting a team of om
own olags. Immediately play was restarted the
locals put on & great rush, and eventually the left
. wing pub in a shot that just went by the st
amnly by incheés—a very near thing. - This was only|
@ ftemporary attack, for Luton were hovering {
around their oppo nents’ quarters practically all{
the #$ime. Ha{lf—an -hour, bhmgh had passed be-
 fora any epoing was done, and then Blessington §.
7144 put ecross prettilv to Saxton,- wha with-aswing {
®Tosd shot, geored the first goal. Tt was a |
magnificent shot, and was well app applauded. -~ A{.
- Tt Qﬂ’ﬁdr ‘on Luton got theic second /goal a.nd 1
- Saxton a@n did the ﬁl‘lﬂk with a clever l{lck To

&mba.m exfent it was a lucky goal, for it wae §,
gained from a corner that was mot too well §

phm&, and ona of the epposing backs miskicking,
. Baxten quickly took advantage of it, and the trick
W dbne Just before the interval, Lynn broke
&w&y and Orvis rcored, so we _crossed over—
1t :--Egoaﬂa Lynn lgoa,l

 Within two mmute of the re-start Blessington
soored & magnificent goal—although one of our
Iiﬁfﬂﬂ. friends dld‘n’t know‘ anything about it, for |
- ab the hmﬁ he was busily arguing about the age
of Blesington with some Lynn sunporters, and—
 dare T tall it in a whisper—he didn’t know that
- Luuten had won by 4 goals to one until we got
 fo Cambridge. To make it worse, he was the man
who was entrusted with the aendlng off of the
i rﬁ&legr&m. Tha Luton goal had a lucky escaps
" goon after the re-start, for Hornigold hit the bar,
?an& Bn‘l eventually cleared at the expense of o,
 gorner. Midway in the half Saxton swreld 53@
 with a trimmer frmn a pass fromy the right. 1th
' the game well in hand, Lmd:my wub outside-
 pightl for a time, and with: one shot had particu-
_ In.fly hard lines. Nothing further was soored, and
- Lt rehred easy mnnem by 4 goals to 1.

Whﬁt faton saw thev held l?hﬁ master-card all

lthmugh they were inclined to ease up a bit at §
 fimes, and this they ocould hardly be blamed for.
- Every man had a brb extra up his sleeve if it was
~ wanted, therefore  criticism on the players is
ﬂeaﬂem Fivery man had a win in view, and this
- was b;gt;g'ht off quite easily. What more could
o W
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