Football,

THE ENGLISH CUP COMPETITION.

KINGS LYNN v. LUTON TOWN.

Played at King's Lynn on Saturday. Result:
Luton Town «.ecvvennenns.. . 4 poals.
King's Lynn ...oooooviiiiiveenees 1 goal.

It cannob be said that Dame Fortune has emiled
on Luton in the English Cup Competition this last
two years. Our outing to Lowestoft twelyc
months ago was a complete farce from a monetary
point of view, and one journey of this character
ought to content the ordinary man for a lifetime.
I am sure it would have been quite sufficient
for Laton if they had had a voice in the matter,
but they badn't, and the English Cup drawers
were unkind enough to pull out the nome of
another team in the same district, viz., King's
Lynn, follawed by Luton, in the competition this
year.
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It waa for this reason, and this reason alone,
that T packed up my goods and dhattels as early
as half-past seyon last Saturday morning en route
dor the Fen district. A more monotonous journey
ono could not wish for. The country is unin-
taresting, and, as everyone knows, as flat as
flounder. It was just about half-past twelye when |
wa reached Lynn. The outward journey hadn’t
been eo bad, but the coming back was just about
the last etmw. We left before half-past five,
and we got home just before twelve
o'cloeck. o had an hour's wait at Cambridge,
which was all right, for we could get tea, but the
two bours’ wait at Hatfield was the longest 120
minutes I ever remember. The name of Hatfield
wtll live for years in the players’ memories, I'm
BUIS,

[ L -

The glory and honour of the Luton team had
preceded us, for when we got to Lynn we met
people who knew more about us than we knew
ourselves. We were advertised as the * Great
Midland and Southern League team,” whilst one
of the looal papers had gone to the trouble of find
ang out or guessing all sorts of things about us.,
For instance, about seven of the Luton players
ware just 20 years old. Next we read that Lind-
say s 154 stone. Not a bad weight. Roger Ord
said he was advertised as being 39 years old, but
that I dido't eee (neither did he). Later on a
strong argument went on among some Lynn sup-
porters about Blessington. Some zaid he was the
old Celtic player, others said he wasn't, but when
the ““book of words” was turned up, and I
could see clearly in black and white that he was
only twentjr—-weu, I Cﬂlﬁdll‘t dLsput@ it then.

The match had created a lot of interest in the
distriet, and undoubtedly Lynn people were mors
than satisfied with the gate, but Luton were not.
The gate vealised £40, and out of this there was
about £20 oxpenses, which left another £20 tg
be divided between the clubs. Tt will therefors
Do seen that Luton lost badly over the encounter,
and i1t makes one feel inclined to write strongly
ebout amateur clubs competing in the Jup Com-
petition with the idea of getting a bit of luck
and having a good professional team come down
to play them. The likelihood is that if Lynn had
been drawn at Luton, they would have scratched,
and then again Luton would have been losers

. for they might have been without a game al-
together. . ¢ 2

The Lynn people think they have a capital
ground, and when I ecasually mentioned ahout it
being a trifle *“ humnty dumnty,” they rather re-
sonted the idea. Any way, in my opinion it weas
a poor ground. It was fairly flat, but lumpy in
places, whilst the grass was four or five inches
long—perhaps more. The recent rains had made
1t muddy. and as it was naturallv inclined to be
“begoy,” one has an idea of what the players

had to put up Wlt].]. : ix




Now to the game. The t-aarn;ﬂ WETS : —

Luton: Ord; Tandsay and MeCurdy : Chifford,
Holdstock, and Williams; Durrant, Blessington,
Barker, Dempsey, and Saxton.

King's Lynn- Gav; Pearman and Girton;
Reed, Stevens, and Haylock; Orvis, Spaulding,
‘Hornigold, Hors#ley, u.mi Smith.

The game itself reminded e very much of the
Lowestoft match last year. King’s Lynn are cer-
ta:nly a better team than their neighbours, and
they play a very decent game in their own partica-
lar elass, but of course they never showed the
alightest pretentions of being able to keep alonyz-
gide Luton. Ono thing I liked about their
players, they didn’t suffer from swelled heads.
They knew they were meeting a better side, they
never expeoted to win, and they took their defeat
in a capital manner, although their past record
as worth repeating. They hadn’'t been beaten
before this season, and for eighteen months they
had defied all comers on their own ground. Their
provious defeat was twelve months last Easter
by Aston Villa.
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Immediately the ball was started rolling Luton
made tracks for their opponents' goal, and twice
offside wos given in the first minute. Tmton
gaomed quite serious about the matoh, and T know
the players intended making the game sure before
they relaxed any efforts. We had only been play-
ing thres minutes when a nasty accident hap-
penad. Durrant was making a nice run with
Blessington on the right, and had just got his
contre across, when one of the Lynn defenders

richt on Durrant’s ankle—the one that
got mjured at Portsmouth. The reeult was that
Durrant had to be carried off the field with a
bruteed and twicted ankle, and was not able to
take any further Eu.rt. in _1;11{3 game.
.

To be handicapped with ten men in a Cup-tie
g0 early in the game was serious, and it was
lucky that we were not meeting a team of om
own olass. Immediately play was re-started the
Jooals putb on & great rush, and eventually the lefd
wing put in a shot that just went by the p-st
ounly by inches—a very near thing. This was only
a témvorary attack, for Luton were hovering
around their opponents’ quacters practically all
the fime. Half-an-hour, though, had passed be-
forn any eooing was done, and then Blessangton
put acroes prottily to Saxton, who, with a swing
ing srose ehof, scored the first goal. It was a
roamnificent shot, and was well applanded. A
hittle 1ater on Luton got theic sacond goal and
Saxton ngnin did the trick with a clever kick. Ta
a cectain extemt it was a ludky goal, for 1t wae
gained from a corner that wns mot too wedl
placed, and ona of the opposing backs miskicking,
Baxten quiokly took advantage of it, and the trick
wns done. Just before the mmterval, Lynn broke
away and Orvis reored, so we crossed over—

Luton, £ goals; Eynn, l.gnal. -

Within two minute of the restart Blessington
poored o magnificent goal—although one of our
L.uton friends didn't know anything about it, for
ab the time ha was busily arguing about the age
of Blesington with some Lynn sunporters, and—
dare T tell it in a whisper—he didn't know that
Luaten had won by & goals to one until we got
to Cambridge. To make it worse, he wae the man
vwho was entrusted with the sending off of the
telograme. Tha Lauton goal had a lucky escape
goon after the re-start, for Hornigold hit the bar,
and Ord eventually cleared at the expense of o
ocorner. Midway in the half Saxton scored again
with a trimmer from a pass from the right. With
the game well m hand, Lindsy went ocutsde
righ8 for » time, and with one ghot had particu-
larly hard lines. Nothing further was soored, and
Lattem rotired easy 'w'inr:erﬁ by'!i goals to 1.

When Taiton saw they held the master-card all
throneh they wero inclined to emsa up a bit at
times, and this they could hardly be blamed for.
Every man had a bit extra up his sleeve if 1t was
wanted, therefore criticism on the players 1s
neodles. Fvery man had a win in view, and this
waa brought off quite easily. What more could

they dol



	Kings Lynn FAC LN
	Kings Lynn FAC LN2

