BRISTOL ROVERS v, LUTON; %,

AN UNSATISFACTORY GAME.

On Saturday Luton were at Bristol to decide thie
match in the Soutkem League. There were about
4,000 spectators.. "The weather was damp and the
nd slippery. The Rovers were able to muster
full team, and the Luton team was: Ord:
and McCurdy ; . Clifford, Holdstock and

er, Dempsey

Tuton won the toss and had a good many chances,
some going 8o far as to say that they ought to have
seored two goals within the first three minutes. Saxton
and Dempsey soon got away and Saxton had a shot af
goal ; but the ball went across the goal. Drown misse
scoring and Paul sent In a fine shot for the Rovers,
which Williams luckily stopped. Clark for Bristol and
Brown for Luton were very zealous in their efforis to
score. Gray, the Bristol custodian, cleared badly and
gave Luton a corner. The forwards on poth sides were
playing in bad style and the halves were deing good
work. Heldstock put in a good shot ana Gray caugnt
and cleared. Gray afterwards cleared from Brown :%;Eafi ;
Dempsey. Gray was specially noticeable for uis
splendid goal-keeping. The LRovers had some cnances
and torced two corners. Holdstock tried the fﬁhﬁé’“i
eustodian with a siraight shot just before hail-time.
Howt.}vera when half-time came the scores wWore - |
T Bovems. 0; Lozon; 0. - ]
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Bristol attacked again, and at last Paul Ioreec
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FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.
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The failure of the *‘ blues” at Bristel on Saturday
wag not 1 any way disheartening. We had all con-
ciuded that the Rovers would succeed in holding their
own at homé, and that the adverse margin was not

greater was a source of gratification to us all,
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The Lutonians appear to have plaved a really good
game, and to have given the Bristelians quite as
much trouble as they wanted. It is a pity the visitors
could not manage to secure a goal or two, for success
would have done them & heap of 2ood. 5

* |
It seems that both sides might have done better. The
Lutoenians, however, had most of the play in the early
part of the game and they also had some capital open-
ings. They did not accept these, however, the for-
wards being principally to blame, %
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v | A writer in the Ath&et@c News, Who heads hls report
““ A lucky win for Bristol Rovers,” says :—*‘ Some sup-
p | porters of Bristol Rovers will not like my headline, I
£ | am afraid. Still, the faet remains that they were lucky
to beat Luton on Saturday. During the first hour and
s quarter of the match at Bristol they were acting on
the defensive three-fourths of the time. That was " due
partly to the slackness of their backs, and parily to a
mishap which befell Boucher, their centre forward,
who strained his side badly. Then Griffiths scored a
smart goal, following & corner, and from that time on-
wards they managed to do a little more than held their
own, without being able to increase their own.” .
S
““ Both sets of players blundered badly on the slip-
very ground. Kifford and A. Griffiths were often at
fault, and the visitors should have profited by more
‘thfm'l one of their mistakes, Their forwards, however,
constantly got off-side, and sowasted the chances which
presented themselves. Still, Gray was often ftroubled,
and he experienced conmder&ble difficulty in dc&lmg
with the wet ball. Blessington, who was the leader of
the Luton attack, was often prominent in everything
but shooting.  He left more of that to Brown and
Dempsey, bub When haif-time was reached neither side
‘ could claim a goal, thﬂuﬁ'h the wvisitors had certainly
:
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done most of the pressing.’
£ *

** Following the interval, the Rovers were not geento
any greater advantage, Boucher | Jbeing little more than
& pasgenger. Play became rore scramblmﬂ' in character,
and it was getting rather dull, when a « .:n.mt'ﬂ effort by |
Linton left Dempsey in p(}scsesswn a fow yards from
Gray. He lifted the ball high over the bar, and follow- |
ing this escape the Rovers attacked %tmng.iv., Theyv got |
a mmar and Paul, keeping the bwll in play, p&ssﬁd to
H. Gﬂﬁths who cored After this, the home side
went in for h}ng kicking, and Im moore goals being
scored, they just managed to win.”
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““As I have said, it was not s great game. On such
a day Luton did the right thmﬂ-* by going in for long |
! passes, and shoofing whenever & chance presented

itself. Blessington and Dempsey were quite 'i‘ihe best of !
uhﬁi? for wmd&, though Saxton did fay better work than
he was accustomed 50 perform Iast geasen for Bed-
minst er “hﬁ;.r half-backe were never idie, whiie the
nacks phvmi a vigorous game, particula ﬂy Lindsay,
who kicked sple m“dly The only man on the Rovers
side who guite showed his trus Earm was Gray, and he

zave & wonderful display in goal.”
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The FHvening News writes: '‘Saxton and DBrown
reissed seoring in the first minute, while Paul had & fineg

shot luckily stopped by Williams. A bad clearance by
Gray gave Luton a corner. Play was very fast and

even, poth sets of halves doing excellent ‘wnrk The

forward plav, however, was Ia,ther week., - Offside
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| tacilcs cos 1t Lh(* visitors dﬂa“w.p Still they had the
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nhegt of the play, m’.{‘d? peing frt,qnentlv c&ﬂed’ upon.
He kept the ball out of the net in wonderful style,”
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Saturday’'s Southern League results :—
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It was highly unfortunate for the home directors that
Monday was such a wretchedly inclement day. iven
fine weather there would have been a large attendance
t0 witness the second meeting of the season with the
‘Spurs.
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’ - The fact that Luton won for the second time seems
to make them cut a bhit the better team. Certainly
, they were smarter on Mcenday, and the visitors were
E

Iucl{;’{ to escape se lightly as they did. There will be a

pig “‘gate ” at Tottenham when the Lutonians journey
thither in the League fixture next February.
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_ To esay that it was a great game would not be true.
What could be expected with rain falling throughout,
with the ground sodden and with a strong wind sweep-
ing from end tc end of the ground? Under the cir-
cumstances the players gave a really good account of
themselves, - | '

R
What was wanted was some straight shooting from
the home forwards. 'That is a reauirement all the
time, and until there is some improvement the team
will not rise much higher in the League table, This,
oy the way, is not intended ag carping ¢riticism, but as
& friendly hint. | ' '
_ ' 2
| Of conrse the fact that Brown was injured fairly
early in the game wagz altogether against the chances
of the homesters. It was plucky of “ Roland? to
resume ; but he was not very muech good after he was
bowied over. _ o
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; 'The locals won beeause they were smarter on the hall
| than their opponents. It used fo be quite the other
- way aboub. While the *Spurs have degenerated the
Luton team has improved, a fact that gives us all great
satisizchion,. '

3R

1o individualise is scarcely fair, perhans: but
= . e - . - r LG oy
McNaught played such a defermined game for the
loserg that I think he must receive a special word of

%
i commendation, “Jimmy " does not get younger with
i
|

advancing years, of course; but he seems tc have
retained his cievernegs. Sorpe of his side touches were
Geautital, '
T 3K _ - i
Clawley gave a really good display in goal. Heig
ait able custodian and bore himself well, some of his
saves being remarkable, ' '
The home forwards were superior to the Tobttenham
 five. Some of the passing was excellent, despite the
heavy going. The halves were first-rate, and Lindsay
- was g great source of strength at back. It was a treat
to watch his splendid kicking. Ord brought off one or
- two marveilous saves, | |
:%t
 The draw for the seventh division in the English Cup
ecompetition resulted in Luton oeing set down to
entertain Civil Service and Watford to act as hosts to
Oueen’s Park Rangers. I suppose I shall be fairly safe
in prophesying a vietory for Luton !
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The Evening News, writing with reference to the
proposed chazrity cup competition, says : *° Un
fortunately there seems buf small chance of launching
the competition this sesson. Nearly all the clubs
concerned have contracted eéngagements which cannot
possibly be cabcelled. All interested feel that the
project ig well worthy of the very best efforts of theose
taking a share in it, And therefore it 18 Dot proposed
to make the scheme unduly subservient to the ordinary
League programme. At the beginning of next season,
granting that sgnction be obtained, space will he
allowed at the annual conference oi secretaries for
charity cup dabes,” i -

The Bedford RHecord of Tuesday had the following :
““ The Monts made a big hid for victery at Luton on
Saturday, but were again defeated in the last few
minutes of the gamns., It was a aplendid game through-
ont. the vesult alwaye Lhanging in the balance, and had
the referes been smoarter on the plavers and infringe-
ments, it would have been an enjoyable one too.
There was @ big crowd, who did not behave in the best
manner, for i&%@ visiting linesman came in for some
gsevere handling, and we uunderstand the referee is
likely to report the matter.” _ _

FOOTER.
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