FOOTBALL.,

 LUTON AND THE ENGLISH CUP.

Q1VIL SERVIUE DEFEATED.

© On Saturday the Luton team took part in the semi-
finals of _Diwmon T in connection with the qualifying
gompetition for the Knglish Cup. They wers fortunate
to be drawn to play ou their own ground, their
opponents being the Civil Service, an amateur team
‘ngh has apparently been doing very well, The
yecord of the visitors was as follows :—Civil Service v,

Wyanmbﬁ Wanderers, won 31 ; v, llford, won 2--1;
v. Willesden Town (E.C), won 3--1; v. Weat
‘Hampstead, wou 4-1; v. Orouch HEnd Vampires
(E.C.), won 1—0; v. Redhill (Amateur Cup), won 32 ;
Y. Godalming (K.C.), won 2—1 ; v. Weymouth (Amateur
Qup), won 4—0 ; total number of goals 22—7. The
home executive were very unfortunate 18 experiencing
terribly inclement weather, this interfering consider-
ably with the attendance. The teame turned out as
follows :— :

Jauton : Ord; Lindsay and McCurdy ; Clifford,
Holdstock and Williams ¢ * Brown, Blessington, Bur-
bage, Dempsey, and Saxton.

Civib Service: M. Johnson; Geoffrey W. Robinson
and L. O’Brien; F. Ritchie, “*D. Iender " and E.
Davies; T. E. T. Turner, H. Bedford, ¥. W. Gogae-
man, S. A. Bryant and J. J. Scott.

The late arrival of the visitors delayed the stars
some quarter of an hour. When a commenocement
was made there was a good muster of spectators
present, a_good aumber having accompanied the team
from London. The ground wag in a terrible condition
and a strong wind was blowing from end to end. . ‘t'he
Luton captain won the toss and necessarily took ad-
yantage of the wind. The home players went off wel
from the start, and Holdstock senv over the bar in the
frst minute, and Johunson saved well from the heme
forwards. A smart exhibition by Dempsey put Brown
in a position for shooting, but that player steered wide.
Heldstock continued to be consgpicucus and again a
good one from his foot went very near to scoring whes
the game was about four minutes old. A penalty kick
wasawarded against one of the visitors’ backs. Lindsay
took the kick and smashed the hall into the net, thug
drawing first blood for the Lutonians. Lindsay shortly
‘afterwards made one of the finest kicks ever soen on
the field, the ball going from his own end over ths
visitors’ line. Of course it must be horne io
mind tha$ thers was a strong wind behind the player.
~ After a narrow escape to scoring Brown secared =&
~gorner from which Holdstock headed through, this
ﬁimnzmg up the second goal 10 minutes trom the start.
BMmgban put on the third after & bit and after &
-~ eouple of misses by his comrades the same player
- #martly became responsible for another goal. A corner
_to the home contingent was unproductive, bub
- Blessington soon afterwards madeup for this by scorimg
~again, Hands against Saxton was rewarded after a
_ very clever piece by Dempsey, and Lindsay gave eway
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~ & corner from which Scolt managed to beat Ord. This
ﬁlﬁ first time in the game that the strangers had
- been. dangerous. They had been for the mest part
- oonfinad to their own territory and the fact that they

all was explained by &

i
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slackness on the part of the homesters. A

s mn MGGurdy bounced over the bax M}d Bur-
-~ bage was shortly afterwards responsibic for & big rush.

" From s coruer to Luton the ball went past Johuson oft |

mﬂf his own men and so the sixth goal was chalked
g“«l’* More corners fell to the locals and Saxton
EFE:W&& to score the seventh poink. Beiore the
. %erval o beauty from DBlessington very nearly 8uc-
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| h.aa at an early stage called upon

to deal with & very

N ard shot, the ball going into his hands ab & great paco.

i b was the Luton men, however, who wers the first o

wore, advancing in irvesistiblo style they fore Ll
 Wound rough the Civil Service defence, gmi. )¢ ,ngi.{;)g;&’
Sighth up with n shot that produced the ﬁmtl;.u. iy
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FOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.

Though the game on Saturday with the Civil Service
team resulted in & runaway win for Luton, 1t was
fairly interesting, if only for the contrast which It
showed between the methods of the rival sides. It was
all over o far ag thewisitors were concerned when the
home captain won the toss,

=X

The afternoon was a wretchedly unsuitable one and
a8 & consequence the ““ gate ” was not at all good. The
ground was in a terrible state, and the heavy rain
that fell during the progress of the game must have
fairly well saturated the players.

A

It was a very pleasant beginning for the locals to
gee four goals chalked up in about a quarter cf an hour.
It seemed as though the acore was to be an extremely
heavy one. After getting hali-a-dozen, however, the
men seemed to be content to rest on their laurels.

o

if the Lutonians bad tried their hardest throughout
the game they would very likely have equalled if not
surpassed the big score piled vp in the West of Eng-
land. Still, uine goals proved sufficient for the Civil
Service men.
%

Luton’s first geal came from a penalty for hands.
it was & troeat to see the accuracy with which Lindeay

bhanged the ball into the net. The captain 1s
smphatically the man to take penalty kicks.
W

The second goal was cleverly gained by Holdstock
from a corner kick., It was the result of a very good
all.round display, and one that was well worth wit-
neasing.

&

it was amusing to note how philosophically the
visitors regarded the scoring of the next three goals,
all of which came from the foot of Blessington. There
was nothing for it but to lock pleasant, and the Civil
Sarvice men did this as well ag their state of glumness
would allow.

%

The shote with which Blessington succeeded were
very good indeed. They were all from a fairly long
range and were evidently curlers. The visiting goal-
keeper was utterly unable to deal with them.
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It came as somewhat of a reliet to see the Civil
Jervice score, though it may at once be said that they
would never have got near the home goal had the
Jefenders not become somewhat careless. The point
was fairly smartly obtained, and was thoroughly well
deserved under the circumatances.
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The sixth point was very kindly presented to the

home lot by one of the visitors from a corner; bub
there was no suspicion about the goal with which Sax-
ton wound up the scoring in the first half. It wasa
hard drive that beat the custodian easily.

W

I+ had been expected that the sirangers would give
the local defence some trouble after the interval. The
wind was strongly in their favour and they had their
laurels to retrieve. They altogether failed, however,

and all the scoring that ©
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There were many slipe by the Civil Service men
which crested intense amusements amongst the
apectators, who must have been alad of any pretext for
applauding—for it wag cold enough looking on in all

conscience,
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Thoueh the losers were so far behind they were not
=t all a bad team, as amateurs go in the general way.
They were never downhearted and to the finish they
straggled along in a Way that must have evoked

admiration.
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In (’Brien they possess a very capable back and one
or twe of the forwards were speedy and clever, while
the halves were conspicuous at times, They were not
nearly so well balanced a& the homesters, however.
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said that the men came to Luton -with
a vory good record. They had not been beaten this
soason, and held a goal record of 22 against 7, so that
they must be able to score freely at times.
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On the heme side Blessington was in great form.
He was practically unstoppable, and his gonls were

It ought to be

beauties. The more I see of his play the better 1 like
it
=
Dempsey is 8 very clever player, like McInneg of old,

The parallel between Dempsey and Tam alzo applies in
the matterof shooting when near goal. Admirersof both
men will know precisely what I mean.
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Ssxton ia to have & paragraph all te himself. He
waa repeatedly prominent for first-rate play, and his
couple of goals were very smartly obtained, We are

a1l glad to see the cutside left succeeding.
£

 Purbage got in several of his noted rushes ; but he
was not so successful as usual, and his shooting was
very much ‘‘off.” DBrown, too, was not in his best

form.
] %

While Luton were diaposi’ng ko engily of thei
spponents, Watford and Queen’s Park Rangers were
having a capital set-to at Watford. The outcome wa
a draw of one all, which necessitated a second meeting
of the teams on Wednesday. *
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There we% some very beavy scoring in other ties

Bristol Rovers gave the quietus to Weymouth by 15-—1

while Reading trounced ithe Chesham Generals to th

tune of 11-—0. Apar’ from these and the bad defeq

of the Uivil Service at Luton, -0 was the highes
seore, that being run up by a couple of winning sides.
~ "Phere was only one game in the Bouthern Tear
Saturday. It was between Bristol City and Mi
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ook place was done by Luton.



and the latter bit the dust, the score being 7—1 against
them. The game was at Bristol, and the Londoners
had to play first against a stiff wind. ~ Still, it waga
dreadful thrashing. | R
The League table on Monday was as follows i—

- Goals e

- Played. Won. Lost. Dr'n. For Agst Pie

Bristol City «.oeve.. 12 .. 9 .. 1.. 2 .. 82 .. 19 .. 20

Portsmonth 2" o LG o g NPT LR 9 .. 17
Sonthampton .eece. 10 .. 8 1.1 21 1E
Bristol Rovers cee... 10 . 7 " Gl S e b 15
Millwall 3% 6o cnvaes e S R S R 14 .6 35
West Ham United .. 10 .. 9 .. SRR PO AT 16 .. 11
Ropding .5 --eansas Y- B BiA ki B e sl NS
Tottenham Hotspur 8 .. 8 .. 8 .. 2.. 12 .. Q. B
% PRI e SR T e TRy IS L 8 3% i 8
Kettering ....ee. TR N § R e e | W
Queen's P’k Rangers 10 .. 8 .. 6 .. 1 ..16 .. 17 .. 7
New Brompton .... 10... 2 .. © o SR s haBRrep & G T
Watiorga e fo T R 1 PRI b nan e
AR i viaiiae HE o B i ol e R B 98 .. B
 Gravesend coccaees SRt T | 8. Q2T R Y
Swindon ToWD  .oea 10 .. Y oo 7 .o doc § 4 19 .. 4
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. To-morrow (Saturday) the °‘blues” arve due ab
Kettering for a United League fixture. The ‘‘ Ketts”
have always been hard nute to crack. I hope the
 Luton forwards will be in good shooting form.

that same subject of the shooting of the Luton for-
wards. They had nct up to Saturday been very
prolific scorers, and some of us would like a littie more
aqual distribution of the goals. Let the men bear this
{ in mind {0-mMOrrow.
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The first cleven have now scored 35 goals against 19.
That is not at all 3 bad average, Iadmit; but, con-
sidering the calibre of the team, il might be better,
especially when it is remembered that the 35 goals have
been spread over 16 games. |
p- -4 |
The Daily Chronicle, referring to the resulte of the
| omp ties, says: ‘At a rough calculation, one exnects

Middlesbrough, Darwen, CUrewe Alexandra, Wﬂs&ﬂ,
Barnsley, Burton Swifts, Luton Town, West Ham,
Reading, and the Bristol Rovers to represens tne
Divisions against the ten semi-exempt elubs.”

A _ .
i ‘' Rover, ? writing in the Morning Leader on Mon-
day, referred o the eany victories of Linton and Reading
and said he was not in agreement with those wheo think
that victories of this character go to show the fallacy
of amateur teams being allowed to compete for the
' English Cup. He procepded thus: **They say it
resulte in heavy loss to professional clubs, as if the
Bnglish Cup was run mainly for the benefit of pro-
feppional gates. As the competition advances gates
must inevitably improve, and under those circumstances
i it appears to me very ungracious to. com plain of & soft

b+ 4
i That reminds me that much has been said lately on
%
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thing and turn up one’s nose at the weakness of the
opposition. The ambition of Civil Service, Weymouth,
and Chesham Geunerals, for instance, is a long way in
excess of their ability, but professional elubs find them
very useful at a pinch, and it is a pleasant change now
and again for the modern director to separate his view
of the game from the almighty dollar.”
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