- Football.
 THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE. |

LUTON TOWN v. GRAVESEND. :
Played 24 Laton on Saiurday. Result :—

LOOR ~ oov.cremssdiconsinnrianans 5 goals,
; 2
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M:—mn: (rd : Lindsay and MeCurdy ;
Clifford, Holdstock, apd Wilhams; Brown,
Blessington, Saxton, Dempsey, and Durrant.
Perkinson, McAvoy, sod Bigden; Jury, Ruseel], |
adden, and Penuy.

Refarce, Mr. ¥ Crabtree, Ealing.

Luton were in & very good mood on Saturday,
and their win by the substactial margin of thres
goals was & creditable one, because the Shrimpers
have a capital team, whe played & smart aad
dean geme. It wos un interesting game, with
lirtle cause for dissatisfaction on apyona's part
in the matter of play, though there was one
shing upon which the spectators had yeasgon for
o grumble before the end of the game, and that
was the darkness. . - |

The kick-off should bave been timed half-an. |
tour eartier if light was the only consideration,
but possibly those reeponsible had a thought elsa
for the convenience of the public, for 215, al.
though not & whit too early in one respect, would
doubtless not nave guited the majority of speo-
tators, for most working-men do not leave their
amploymeny earlier than one o'clock on Setur.
days. As it was the attendancs wag very meagroe
indeed until a few minutes befbre the kick-off, and
gven whemn rhe turnsfiles had ceased to bé used
there were only Ebout 1;500 people preseat,

Lindsay won the toes, and set the visitors 4o
kiox off in the direction of the railwey goal
Gravesend very soott began 40 dieplay their capa-
Lilities, and the game was not many mMinNutes old
when Ord was called upon by Pugh. ‘Thex
Luton took a turn, Saxton feoding Purrant, who
tried @ long {‘I‘Dﬁﬁ_ﬁ‘hﬂl., b:w it 'ant' wide,

Neat work by the Gravesend forwards trans-
farred the scone of aetion, and Madden wag bedly
fouled by Ohfford, and to this was attributable a
goa! for the visitors, Warburton taking the kick,:
froor which Pugh was able 1o touch into the
net. the game -b&i‘fg ﬂlﬂ?; gome Een minutes old,

Play had berdly restarted, however, when
indsay landed the ball well up among the for-
wards, Dempsey easily convérnng mto a goal,
and placing the sides on level terms. This was
followed by a period of attack by Luton, spoiled,
unfortunately, in two or three instances, by the
oulminabing effﬂrfa of iEdividugl playérs. l|

Brown, for instanecs, found himeelf with an
open goal, yet he shot mght across the mouth,
ane. neither Dempsey nor Durrant was near
ecough to vepair his mistake., Then Durrant,
after a/good run, centrad nicsly, and the ball went
begging. Next, Cliford put Blessington in tho
way of scoring, and getting through, he ap-
peared to have the coal at his merey, but the
leather annoyiugly hit the post with a bang and
bounded out of play.
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' :th?ﬁrghb-. At timeg, Luton were imclined to hold
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Lookie, however, clearing from E].‘is centre,

back wag so set on goal-getting that he worked

Eruit, %  goes without saying ” that it was full |
‘of flavour. -

- good «iyle, chtﬁing olse occurred hefore the

they were off, because they were always on the

‘Pursued go hotly that he had no time to shoo

B &praw! in the att
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Very shortly afterwards the inside-night pave -
Saxton an opening, and hea sent over,  Long kick
g took the leather to the other end, where |
Holdstock got in a little headwork, and Ord dealt
affectively with = ghot from Bigden. TFrom thiz
Luton's left got away and Igreed & oorner, |
Williams placed with judgment, and Brown |
gmartly slipped in with his left and scored a fine
goal, thus givin g In.u‘o-::n‘nqu the ICEI] : -

The hame aide were quickly on the warpwth' |

again, and twice free kicks fell to them within |
easy distence of their oppouents’ goal.  From the
geconct of these, MeCurdy narrowly missed scor- |
eng, Lindsay giving bim the ball, which he banged
gtraight for the neb, and which was only turned
aside at the expense of a corner. This wis un-
eventful, but Brown was soon down again, |

Luton's extrema wing men next in turn forced
vorners, but enening from the firet Hamilton wae
fouled, and from the second Williams sent over
the bar. Gravesend now endeavoured to improve |
their poeition, and in the course of play the mght

1

815 way down almost to the Jeft corner, where he |
received a hot reminder thag he was out of posi- |
tion, the ball cannoning with his cheek from the |
foot of Iindeay, and, like certain Ohristmas

A foul by Blessington gave Ciravegend the op:
portunity of being too near to be pleasant, when |
Oliford relieved by kicking out. From the
throw-in Luton got away, and Saxton skilfully
workmng his way through, put Luton thrée np

tnterval, and the home pide crossed over leading
by three to one.
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Gravesand, who were game all through, could
ever be allowed much rope. They were very
quick on the ball, and upon the lichtest chance

'ﬂi]?rﬁ. McOurdy, for inetance, made rather o bad
mis, and before he oould recover, an opponent
a5 trundling the leather awny, though he was

an rnoPponents too cheaply, and the resul{ was
mﬂoas;ﬂnal anxious moment, though if [indsay
e about, Gon.ﬁk:l.e'nca was very goofn restored.
, ; - a N

Brown, who at the worst of timog takes a lot

:i%hing, made a pretty canter down the wing

centred, but although Dwurrant made s bir
R fete b . : ' ' g
01 1o turn it to account. hiw only reward was

empt, Shortly afterwards, e

th;v]]?ﬁ from Holdstock, Williamg ran down with

i

; 'ﬁf?‘ fatton pressed, and

LR iaramss e . ;
~ bar, %utl&w good try by ]}urr&.n-ﬁ, who hit the

L at his feet, eleverly evading at lenst two

mnl h' 1 1 1 .
| %iahﬁrgglﬁhmg up with a well divected shot

L

a4 Fevimmage vogulted
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5 icfﬁ?:l;‘ lﬂt resulting. H{:f ~epor was fonled,

051 dstock wae doin

¢ cle ning ex:
_work, and from one of his pasges
el _ 408 home side continued




- presa, and judging from the shouts of those
bowind the goal, got near seoring, though from
s cantre of the grand stand the play was diffi
clt to follow on acecount of the gathering dark-
~=8. Hamilton apparently made several saves,
it eventually the ball was rushed through.
- - -

"he game looked as though it would end with-
w1t forther alteratfon, when shortly before time
(~ravesend managed to retaliate. ILaindsay, doubt-
‘=< owing to tha uncertain light, quite misjudged
o= ball, and Madden chalked un number two
for the visitors. Nothing further resulted, the
sour for whistle-blowing finding Luton winners
as stated.

L L -

1he experiment of Saxton in the middle was
more guccessful than that of the previous week,
out Dempsey was a weak spot, and it looks as if
. mprovement might be effected by substituting
Purker in the centre . placing Saxton with

‘wrrant. The latter played a capital game, as
. also Brown, while Blessington did useful

work. He did not shine so well, however, as
ng 1nst Kattﬁnﬂg.
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~aton have a good string of half-backs, and
erally speaking, they take a lot of beatine.
‘v liams waa in his best form on Saturday, and
1 other two were good. Of the backs, Lindsay
nruntained his reputation of being entitled to full
respeot from hia opponents, but MeCurdy, until
w1l on 1in the game, was not comfortably at home
his kicking.
L | L L
"aken all down, Gravesend are a very even
, and a team deserving well. They are keen
n the ball and impart a lot of rush into their
olar, but for all dhat they combine very well.
Lockie ab back gained for himeelf a favourable
puon from the Luten crowd.
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