~ LUTON AND THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

. DEFEAT OF GRAVESEND,
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" qhough the Gravesend club found i ’
boginning of ‘this season, in the St o) et
gob ‘together a team, the managers succeed edg in
pouring the services of a thoroughly capable set of

xpon *

ents of the art of foothall. 'Thes o
given a 'fmlﬂ;!’ gﬂ?ﬁ account of ‘bh_emﬁelvez n;;z(ll l":l?‘r‘;z
difficult to explain the fact that they oce:;zpy B Ver
rqv:&hgmb}a*poﬁltmn in the League table. = Their visit ty
Luton on Saturday produced a very good game and afi
one time it looked ag though the visitors were éaing £

-

“pun the home side very close.
~ N'he gides were :— - -
 Laton: Ord s Lindsay -and H§eC . Clifford
- Holdstock and Willia,may; Brown gﬁiﬁ{ﬁiﬁ Chﬁg L
| | | | (A, DICEBLIIUON ., SaX!
4on, Dempsey and Durrant. R B y
. .quvasmd: Hamilton ; Lockie .and Warburton ;
‘Parkinson, McAvoy end Bigden ; Jury, Russell, Pu he
. Madden and Fenny. an iy b
Referee, Mr,_T.‘Crabtree (Kaling); lincsmen, Mr. E.
J. Brentnall (Wimbledon), and Mr. H. D. Case
. - sy Y
_ {Tottenham), |
' The weatlier was not of the hest, the ground was ins
‘glippery stave, while the attendance wag not nearly so
Isrge as could have been wished, though it must be
_gonfessed that the muster of admirers of the home
_team wos moderat:ly good. Luton won the toss, and
set their opponents to face what little wind there was,
Gﬁ&?&gend went off in first-rate style, their smiartness
{especially that of the forwardg) being deservedly
“admired.  The men were quick on the ball, and made
excellent use of their chances. Com aratively early
-in the game Pugh altogether beat Mcgurfiy, who was
spof playing nearly so well as usual : but Lindsay came
1o the rescue and cleared with a splendid kick. Pretiy
play was witnessed from the Luson front rank men, and
‘thiz was followed by another zood exhibition by Lind-
gay. Durrant shot over the bar, Haxton baving taken
~qip nicely and sent on 10 the left-winger in capable siyle.
. §t was generally conceded, indeed, that Haxton's display
&b centre-forward was amongst the best of the season,
.gqr though hiz shooting was not very accurate
he kept his wings together exeellently, and fed his
_ gompanions in an unselfish manner that evcked high
praise. It was somewhat disconceriing to the home
4ok, ko see the visitors seore fral, Pugh sending through
after some capital all.round play by the (Gravesend
Front string. The strangers were not long suffered to
*ﬁ f:__l the i&&ﬁ, hgweverﬁ ‘mr?'iﬁ & VErY littie time Demp-
sy scored from a capable centre by Lindsay, Brown.

.i'f?ﬁarmwly-:-._-mis,-sia(i” georing, and then free
cicks against Luton g
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ICES sve the visitors & chance of ad-
¥ancing, which they were not slow to scize. The
- YLuton men were still playing a very glow game, snd of
ihe Gravesend side it still ‘had to be said that their
 ghooting was not of the Lest, Dlessington missed a
~ very easy chance, Sazton followed suit with a terrible
fet-off, and Brown failed almost equally dismally.
. Kollowing & corner to the home gide Brown se cured the
‘ball and hooked it pasb Hamilton very neatly, 80 g1VINZ
his mide thelead. More corners weresscurod by
" layers, but these were nob furned 10 AoC nt. How:
- @ver, towards the close of the frst half, Saxton
managed to get the hall inte the net, and so when tas
~ cusbtomary interval arrived the pogitions Were :—
g LoTo¥, 8; GRAVESEND, 1.
(RFF, _é-fter the resumption play ruled ever for & c?m
~@iderable time, hoth sets OI forwards doing Iar
. better work, Brown, after & bit. had a very Darrow
éﬂ%pe of scoring, his shot producing & E?mff}}_ }-"a'ﬂfi
: -alwﬁ’ingtgn made amends for the fﬂ-t}:ljugﬁ'- of %}.1.14 wing:
“mate by sending through with a very ine eﬁ’ﬁ’f‘; 4 i t:ﬂ
#llceess greatly elated the horme supporters, 1ot e
~nightly iﬁm‘aght that thiz would vastly improve L%
shances of ultimate success Ol the part. of the r_-';,x m;
Duwrrant, who had been performng well at outslCe 1674
distinguished himaelf by putting in one of ST
straight drives, the ball striking the cross-hel I"’ o
. tonsiderable force, and rebounding o ?1‘?‘:{ ]
i C&'me a ' corner, this being B8 livoie E““?flilﬂ‘wf 1'}1}1;
Gaiority of the others thal had gone peior -+ ”-hli‘*‘; ]
h{)ma gt'r_g&l came from a ECI?HIHE? ze. ,}'E_ ﬂxfi,lp _’{,_;
. thought that the Gravesend contingent o e aaded
venied from again breaking througi, but they ﬂwu”"
i Parttine n_,,_L e P ‘_Lh;"{,—r v AN qeorng € W
% A AL SPPCS ious cted almost
Cluding portion of the operation= o= & ish, it WE
in the dark ; indeed, towards e 0T sollow th
Possible for the bhystanders to accursvely -t ires
o e T i be gd eame € SETCE
Wera . :

e 8
- | : 2t T A
Mﬂ#_ﬁ.ﬂ-ﬂ-‘

_"



|

TFOOTBALL FACTS AND FANCIES.|

.

The smart way in whieh the Gravesend players |
atarted on Saturdsy made an excellent impression on |
- those who wilnessed the game, and also led one to
" wonder how it was that the team occupies so lowly a |
place on the Southern League table, Such a capable
ot ought to have had hetter fortune,

&

Of course 1T am aware that slackness on one side
serves o8 & foil to amartness on the other; and there
was no gammsaying the argument that the Lutonians
were not by any means at their best. Indeed, when
the visitors scored first it began fo bhe thought that the
““blues ” were in for a beating on their own ground. i
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However, this reverse served to wake up the locals
and it was not long befere they were level with their
foemen. Then they went abead and never looked

back. The first three goals, though, were not devoid of
& distinet element of luck. l
* I

The second half was solnewhal more interesting than |
the first, the sides appearing equally matched, and
sgome excellent footbail being witnessed. The hoine- l

aters succecded in scoring twice to their opponents’
once, and ge wen comforiably.

P

(fonsidering the difficulty in which the Gravesend
club was found at the beginning of the season in regard
to & team, it is somewhat surprising to find the side so
capable. The wonder, indeed, is that they are not
higher on the League list,

g

What I liked about the Gravesend forwards was that
the mer were smart on ths ball and that they lost no
time in. dashing off towards goal. Had the home de-
fence been bad, the visitors would have scored several
goals, for their shooling was good. . |

| I -

I wigh it could be said that the Luton forwards were |
similarly fo be admired. But they were not. They
were clever enough in mid-field, it is true. ‘When gosal
was near at hand they heeame weak as water as a rula |
and shot any way but straight. |

It wag quite the exception for Lindsay to be heard
shouting directions. On Saturday he was frequently
noticed advising his men., Ifseemed as though he held
the opinion thab the forwards might have done better,

-

It was quite depressing to cheerve the regularity with
which the front rankers got within range and then
failed. None of them could shoot with any degree of
accuracy, and it is a puzzle to know how the five goals
accumulated, 2 -

s
Whilst speaking of the forwards I must be allowed
| to say a good word for Saxton's display in the centre.
True, his shoobing was not firsb-class ; but he fed his |
wings very skilfully and was seen to perform his own
share of the work. | - .

A

Yt iz = pleasure fo be able to accord this praise,
bacause Saxton has been very adversely—and not alto-
gobher deservedly—criticised by some of the spectators,
He hasz proved himself a useful memker of the team,
and T sincerely hope he will maintain this form,
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Blessington and Dempsey as the ingide men were not.
great as shots. They plaved clever foothall ar a rule,
and Brown was frequently in evidence on %he right,.

| while it was apparent thot Durmn'b’g injury was still
worrying him somewhas. - !
2% i

{  Of the half-backs Clifford pleased me most, though
Heldetock and Williams both perfermed very well
{indeed. I wawmevident thatv Clifferd did not appreciate
the decision of the linesman who pulled him up for &

1 foul throw.
| p= 4

{ I waas puzzied to know what to make of McCUurdy.

| He has never played a worse gome. He could reareely

| do right. 1In justice it ought to be ﬂa}d that it war not
¢or want of trying, and that every footballer must be
expected o have an off-day cceasionally.

*

1t wos fortunste that Lindsay was in his best form. |
Ho was » holy terror to the forwards on his wing and
wae slmost impassable. It was a freat to see the home
captain bustie in just at the right moment and punt the
ball well towards the other goal. It was from one of
these splendid efforts that the third goal was scored.,

A

‘l Ord-#va.s in very good form, though he was not unduly

tosted. He brought off some nice clearances, and he
wag not responsible for either of the goals that werc
gecured by the Gravesenders. |

A

mhe amartness of the visiling forwards has already
been commented upon. They are a workmanlike quin-
totte and performed capital service. Pugh inthe centre
wag repeatedly conapiouous. .

I

The halves were fairly capable and the backs were
good, while the custodian knew his work., The detance
wag, indeed, good all round, and bad the team had the
game amount of luck that favoured the victors—hut

then they had not.
;4

I have not harshly criticised a referee for some fime,
for there are always plenty ready to de that without
very much provocation. Tt is necessary to say, how-
aver, that Mr. Crabtree was altogether too fussy, In
fact, it was difficult more than once for competent
| judges of the game to determine what on earth certain

décisions were given for,
| . A

Commenting on the game in the Morning Leader oy
Monday, ““Rover” said: “ At Luten the home tean
§ had not much difficulty in getting the best of Graves
lHend by b goals to 2. With five wine and five losge:
Tauton bave done fairly well since their return to the
- Southern fold, and as they are an improving side T fee
4 sure they will go up o good deal higher. Few team
‘¥ will 2o, to Luton and return with twe points thj
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. Southern LeHag:: gaInes

eTottenham Hotspur ... 1 DR LLLEEEL -
. - s t Queen 8 £ __

“N.errompton ews R 3 bt 91N'atf0rd ..,.I. f". !

Il#'l .

aPortsmouth ... ... .- 1

:égii;ggon. gl b bt Southampten

¢ Bristol City "3 4 bt Chatham:® ‘e..  esi 8o

&80 o es

United ... 1 bt Reading = oo« =

i s « Hoime teams. | |
2  as follows :— '5'

The League table on Monday was a5 0 % b : :

Played.. won. Lost. Dr'n, ¥or Agst Fta
Bristol City cesecees 14 .0 10w i

Sexthampton ve.... 12 .. 9 .. . - T
Portsm.uluh shag™h as 12 P . “ o sz : 20 19
Millwall ..ccevense 14 .. ‘s vo ol o 08t U
Bristol Rovers .cov.. 12 . o - i B 4
Weost Haom United .. 12 .. 45 ‘s 3 ‘ +
Rﬁadillg ..... e oo vews 1 2 - " . “ e 14: 12 22 IG
Tottenham Hebsper 10 .. . J& g y
Lutﬁﬂ ............. 10 . : ¢ - .

' New Bromptos .... 12 ..
Quesn’s P’k Rangers 12 .
 Kethoring ..coeesses 11 ..
Grovesond ..conseses e
;Swindan POWR. vans Ll v
Watford . ..issuma doses
LChatzham e e
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aubimn and their prospects of lowering the colours of
the Queen’s Park Rangers in the Asgfrclatmn Oupwt%e
; rext Saturday are exceedingly bright.
* 3 s
This is precisely my opinion. 1f the “‘blues” play
up 4¢ anvthing like their form they ought to beat the

bered that the Lutonians have beaten them ‘this season |
in a Southern League gameat Kensal Rise with ease by §
“d
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Though the home side ought to win to-moryow they |

i " A ﬁ
|

| will not have a walk-over by any meang, [The forwards

I must make up their minds to show semew};zat_ betber |
combination and to shoot in far better style, for the |

Ranoers are not novices.
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It is interesting te unote that the goal record of the
{ locals in English Cup matches this season 1Is i3}
soaingt 2. What will be the respective totals after |

to-morrow 7
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against 12, a truly remarkable one. The juniors have

.!! and drawn 1.

#

I+ is net to be expected, of course, that the seniors

can score mo freely as this—in fact, they have per-

formed very well—but it could be wished that the

ps
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i Rangers without much difficulty. It “will be temems
o
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The first eleven record to date 18: Played, _18;
won, 10:.lost, 5 ; drawn, 8; goals for 41, against:

PTLELIDR = ese, -« o o ROF K
5 bt ¥k Rangers 1

Millwall ... ... ... .. D s s
. D bt Gravesend ... .. - 4}

2 1
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16 .. 18 .. 10|

i "« yWanderer”, of The Sporisman, Writing with §
' vegard to the Gravesend match, makes this allusion :— ¢
‘¢Mhe Bedfordshire combination is a strong one this §

The BReserves easily disposed of the Berkhamsted |
team on Saturday, and brought the goal record to 68 |

played 14 games, of which they have won 12, lost 1]

The “ gate” on Saturday was not a good one. |

;
i
! margin was somewhat more in their favour.
g Yomething less than £40 was taken, It must be re-
| marked that this * gate’” sheuld caver two weeks
| woges and the expenses of the team away from home

roquire & very'strong effort to realise that £40 will not

do all this,
E bik FGOTER..
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' oni the ocesgion of the return match. It does not
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