THE UNITED LEAGUE.

LUTON v. NORTHAMPTON.

A Crosury-CONTESTED (GGAMIL.

On Boxing Day Luton entertained the MNorthampton
toam on the Town Ground. Lunton had not their full
team, Lindsay, Holdstock and Blessicgton veing unable
to appear. Their places were filipd by Reserves. The j
visitors wore red and white shirts and the contrast
hetween them and the blue shirts of the Lutonians was |
very striking.,  The teams were as follows :

- Luton: Orvd ; Whité and MceCuardy ; Dawson, Farr
and Williarasg ; Brown, Clifford, Barker, SBaxton and
Durrant. .

Northamptorn : Bullimer ; Johnzton and KX, Warner ;-
Pell. Murrell and Howe ; Pendred, Miller, Stewart, ¥.
Warner ana Cox.

Referee : Mr. ¥. Beardsley (Plumstead) ; Linesmen:
Mr. A. Jones (Northampton) and Mr, E. Gibbs {Lauten).

Farr lost the toss and, in consequence, Luton had
to play against the wind. Play  was wvery even
for a little *.2e and then on account oi some
very good pa 3' g, the Northampton players looked I
rather dange o1 +. The danger was however, scon aver- |
ted by son : retty play by White., A littie later i
Brown m de & fine centre but no advaniage
was gainec. ‘ollowing & throw-in for Nerihampton i
Ord gave a' @ lendid exhibition of his skill in goal
Some more god play by the “*blues ™ wasg followed by
& shot with w dch the visitors’ custedian had no diffi- ;
culty, A fows throw was very soon recerded againsi |
Luton, but was vesultless. Clifford very neatly toox |
the ball away from his opponent, who retalinted by ;
tripping him up. Following some good piay by the 5 :
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Luton front rank Ord made another splendid save. !
MecCurdy badly missed the ball, and a corner resulbed.
Thie Nerthampton men starfed to press again, and
Ord sent out splendidly. MceCurdy soon made amends
for his miskick by clearing well in front of the Luton |
goal. Durrant had a good run up the field and passed |
to Clifford, who, with an open goal, shot high over the |
bar. Farr was responsible for some very neat play for 5
which he was well applauded. Cox had an open goal |
soon after, but McCurdy jumped in and nothing was |
scored. Some first-class play Ly the wvisitors resulied j -~
in the ball just missing the post. “‘Roland " putina
fine shot, and R. Warner and Bullimer came info
violent collision with eachk other in their efferts fo
stop the “‘ leather » from sentering the goal. Durrant
‘had a nice run up the field when he was pulled "up for
off-gide, which aroused the ire of the greater portion
of the gpectators. Saxton shot well, the ball euiering
the goal. It trapspired, however, that & player had
been fouled bafore the goal was scored, and the Luton
players had to relinquish the point. Durrant had
-another good run up the field, but he shot over ihe
bar. The visitors began to press again, and F. Warner
had anether open goal when he, to the surprige of those
watching, failed to score. Saxton took the ball up and | g
Passed to Durrant, who missed. In trying to make 9 )
amends for his failure the same player again missed,
and so when half-time came the #cores weie:

; i

LUuToN. € : NORTHAMPTON, 1, :
|
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On pl&y beiag resumed Northampton had Bome very | !
Natrow escapes of scoring. In turn Luton pressed and |
one of the visitors’ backs shoi over the bar. FMollowing &
somie pretty play by the home lorw ards Williams ghot : .
wide. Durrant made himself ecagpicuous by hia good ! a



sy

playing and Clifford, with another open goal, shob
sadly. Brown was rather badly injured, but was able
to resume play again after a few minutes. The
Northamptom eustodian brought off a good save. Saxton
shotover the bar when it seemed impossible to miss
scoring. Ord had =anether chance of showing Lis
ability, and he was not slow to take it. Saxten made
a splendid run up the field and passed to Dwrant, who
scorad. Soon affer Saxton, with a good shot, scored
Lauton’s second goal. Stewart very quickly tried to i
equalise and the result waeg a goal for Northampibon. i
Eventually when the game was concluded the scores ’

were .-— _ - '
3 L¥TON, 2 ; NORTRAMPTON, 1.
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T‘w ao“ ia TR ur ’me Chatham C‘Iubm—-—&nd th& 00118-6”

guent faalu.re to fulfil the engagement with Luton
which had been fized for Baturday—caused some
astonishment in Raton. It wag known that the Keant

¢iub was in & bad-way ; but it was not 1*nagined th&t |

m&t 8153 Were 1 &0 c}eaperate * sta.fe

e

it seems tglﬂat the directors Léwe been forced to take
the course they have adopted by the fact that the
financial condition of the arga,maatmn has been going
from bad to worge., There ig in some sense & parallel
beiween the two clubs—atl least se far as the pasti ig

goneerned.
*._

. There 13, it a,p‘:;team a,n.overdra‘t of £1,608 upan the |

ﬂh&th&a& ground, stands and other pmpeﬁm and at

the beginning of this geason there was an overdraft at
vhe bankers of £260; bemdes Habilities of £205. The

outcome of this season’s play bas been that £170 has

been added to the overdraft and an increase of the .

_mhxhtiem

&

| The a:tes g have been getting worse and wmsm and
ot Imgtb the time arrwed when the directors felt com-
pelled to take a decided step. They accordingly wrote
to the gla‘;rera, offering to pay them a share of the

and stating very plainly that ‘“the eompany
are unable to f urther cant nus payment of wa.g&a upen

‘gates

the present basis.” .

A meeting between directors and players was held,

when Perrms (formeriv of Imton) wai the z;pc}kes*mm |
fm* 'ﬁhu professionals. I* was bluntly stated by fhe

“ prog ” that they were averse o entering into a %harmg -f
ement and that they would refuse to come fo_
Luton unless the week’ Wages were. fm thwmz lg.ﬂﬂ?fé

arraseg

Fri d&j as u&u&l

" A gecond mecting was held. w:ih t}‘-e feauw ..;}mt thﬁiﬁ
players adhered tee their ‘demands and the dxmﬂizﬁm;
resolved to dishand the team, .zim@rdmgiy the secre-
tary- was instructed to csmmunma.ta Wlth : ;-Jutﬁn i
Gravesend and New Brompton, E}&ncellmg ﬂ fixtures

in the { "hrwtm&a prf.}gz‘amm%

In in mﬂm*'abi@ s;hﬂ;t hﬂ* plﬂwem ahmﬂd t,s:m%der tha,i:.%--
they have been unjustly treated, and it i= also stated
‘that many supporters of the. clul severely criticige
what ig described 28 “‘the huried way in Whmh Hm_‘

ﬁp ecLors arrlvgﬁ gi‘ E fiﬁﬁﬂltﬁ“ H.%’ﬁ&l‘l]lln-;ﬁti‘(}ﬂ. et

%

' 8o far as Luton. fom‘bsz.ﬂem are amwci‘ned they wa-.
vapwbhise with the Chatham Club inits misfortune.

At the same time they regret that the home side

shonld be put te such & heavy loss as was entaded by

the mab;hty fo ATTATZE mmt‘wr ma,teh

g
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The Chatbam &lremors m.lght very we*,l ha.vc come t()._%_
their decision eatlier in the week, when there would
‘have been time to make ancther fixture. To land a_
prefegsional clul with heavy expenses info euch a.

position ap thHe Luton authoritics found ishemm? ves in

was nel LhJ eﬁnmd—e a;ta nor 13 umdij‘f

ﬁ--.

’The ﬁnly voint which can be “marded as satisfactory

with refemnm to ‘the affsir is that if the losses and

wing of the Chatham club have fobe taken oub of the
TLeague iable one of the Lmton team’s losser will be

Wi Jed out: | But that 14 poor ﬂnmpensa,tmn fm' the loss

of E&tufdw " g&.‘heq ;
Samr&;w 8 da cuthern Leagua garmes were ;—

w Brom ﬁen A e Eﬁttenﬂ :
':N:fmden ,,...p s iy &b Queent s P’k Rangem
g Bristol Rovers’ .. ... O drReeding /... .. ..
%%rﬁtfﬁrd A L I 0 dr Bflﬁtﬁl C“}}' o'y ""i”
& Portsmon 1th i e DobbGravesend .. oo
MELwsHL i e e 2 B AWeEBT Ham United ﬁ

Yhe Mﬂl%aﬂ * mzd Waa‘b Ham game was str.r?medd :]:'3

full 'blf.lﬁ {)‘mﬁg tﬁ fﬂgy aﬁ Wﬁb,‘s alm thﬁ W&t
Brmtol C‘ity mubeh,. .~ oo
}“ - e Ham@ tmmg,
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“IMD,,” writing in the Evenirg News concerning
the coliapse of the Chatham Club, says: ““ We shall be
{ told that the Chatham club died an unnatural death—
that it Tmbibed poison, aud succumbed te a sort of
perinheral neuritis, as it were. 'The death of the
Chatham club was due to lack of blood and brains-—~to
an extremely ansmic condition of interest and support
both ingide and outside of the organisation. It had |
been treated most carefully and conscientiously with |
that best-known antidote, money ; but spparently not |
even fuch a powerful restorative could revive if.
| A |
*“ Who dare say that professionalism has been even a. |
partial success in the Seuth of England? How many
professional clubs in the South are financially sound at
the pressnt moment? Why all this clamour for an in-
creage in the number of professional clubs when a large |
percentage of those now in existence have to balance
their losses by the aid of tea-cosy bazaars on the Chureh |
principle, Christmas draws, and shooting competitions ? |
Is it to be wondered at that the sport is almost lost |
sight-of, while this fierce struggling and: stiiving to
make both ends meet iz going on? The truth, the
naked truth, about proiessional football ig that not one |
man in & hundred understands &nytlﬁng at all about
its requirements and its responsibilities,”
. A |
““ Otherwige soberminded men have been first bewil- |
dered and then fascinated by the glamour which
surrounds the successful First League elub. As a con-
sequence we haye professional clubg in districts in the |
South of England which are guite incapable of support- |
ing them, Not even the splendid sporting tewn of |
Brighton could maintain & professional club for more |
than a year. Inspite of the stern object lessons which |
Brighton United and Chatham supply, ths clamourers
for more professional football gnd the better govern- |
ment which profesgional football is supposed to induce
are a8 loud-mouthed and impatient ag ever. Their im- |
mediate purpose i8 to transform the London Associa- |
tion. What pernicioug teachers they are, and what |
| arrant humbugs ! i '
¢ Close students of foctball can easily find facts
sufficient to justify the opinion that professional foot- |
ball, taken all round, i¢ neither an unmixzed blessing |
por ar unqualified success, Kversinee 1 can remember
the leading professional teame have besn reeking eagerly
fer'wavs and means whereby the financial pot might |
pe kept boiling. The proposalto peocl the gates was an
indication of severe strain and weakness if it wagan in-
dication of anything. The transfer syetem was a |
gpurisus snd unjust trading implement, which was
brought into being ior the purpose of saving certain
I clubs from the fate which has befallen Chatham. On
[ almoat every side the public interest in Socker football
was first of all miscalcuiatedand then egregiously mis-
directed. At the birth of professionalism plavers had
all their own way, and thousands of pounds were spent
} upon them, which eught te have been saved. Nowa-
dava the proiessional club is on top, and a very excel- |
l lent example of ityranny and oppression it often
provides.”
l 3

““ What we want at the present moment is a strong
man with a loud voice who will proclaim the evils of
professionalism and warn the public againstits dangers. |
Profeasionalism is not for every presperous village or
town. Where it flourighes the players must be free
and unfettered, while the proper proportien of
regard for the sporting, as against the purely com-
mercial, side of the game muest be accorded. I have
not the slightest hesitation in saying that in many
localities the public has censed to love football for foot-
ball’s sake, 'The people have heen taught to think of
nothing bubt League points, positions, oups and
championships. This pandering to the appetite for
fictitious interest has sickened many of the earlier
followers of the sport, while it has robbed the game
itwelf of much of ite scientific heanty,” oA
|

| - ;

“Football ig primarily am exercite anl not a sort

‘of circus entertainment, and, therefors, ahové and
beyond all'things the amateur spirit must be encour-
aged, and young men taught and admonished to play
for their health’s sake. Some people regard profes.
sionalism as » necessary evil, ' T am ‘entively opposed te
this view. It iz possible for professionalism not ouly
te be virtuous bub noble. It must, however, be suit.
ably administered and governed by means that are not
the mere product of panting enthusiasm and boundless
in experience. The fivst move in the game of regenera..
tion i3 in the hands of the public, TLet the stern fact
be recognised that we have more than enough profes.
~sional clubg at the present moment. There ig nothi;
g0 clogs the public taste as a surfeit. We want pl.nﬁg_ '
fousional clubs, but only in districts that can supbort
them. Chatham happened to be situated in a dpy
region in which there was not sufficient nourishment “ii
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true. In the case of Luton the club has all along had
cial difficulty and waning

&
]

i
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aupport, and there is not the siighteat deubﬁth’gt ere

the team bo lose matches at home the * gates would

' become worse than they have been this season. b
: W

- To-morrow (Saturday) the Lutonians are éngaged at

~to gstruggle along against finan

down the numbers of the redoubtable City &jlayers. It
is extremely unlikely that they will succeed. -

&

perience mueh diffieulty in qualifying for the competi-
tion preper. il e - |
ohe

i The prophets, though suggesting that the game will

be closely contested, seem to think it highly probsble
' that the Lutonians will emerge with credit from tl e
 ordeal. But is not that unsnimity rather a reasen for

feeling & wee bit doubtful ?

& |

| In view of the fact that the match with Bristol City

| will have to be playad ere the half season is completed,

four months’ play until next week.

l 3

. The game with Northampton on Boxing Day- showed

i

through some cause or other, to play.

- Farr wag really very useful aﬁh&lﬁ?b%k-&nﬂ Gﬂﬂﬁ OI'
twice he puzzled his opponents not a little. Notb less
to be complimented was the display given by White at.

back. They are both premising youngsbers and will
aiways come in useful in such & cage ag that on Boxing

- Clifford played forward in this match, but I would
rather he had been in his old position as he ‘seemed to.
forget he was a forward. - I do not mean it to be
thought that his display at forward was not goed, for
ne was very troublesome to the Northampton defence.

% Ty

I was sorry that the captain was not present, every-.
body seemed to miss 2m. On either side you heard
" Oh, i Lindsay were only here,” et¢. 1 hope that he

will be well ‘enough t¢ play in the cup-tie,

Bristel, where they are to attempt the task of taking

It is rather curious that the °‘‘blues”™ should be
measured against, the two Bristol sides in successive
Saturdays. As the time draws near for the Cup-tie,
we at Luton arée becoming more confident. With a
representative team the homesters ought not to ex-

- how useful the second eleven players are when some of
the first eleven p}ﬂ,yershaye bﬂ,&ﬂ; iﬂjﬂlﬁdﬂl’ :&re_:uu&bie?

i
J

I have decided to hold over iny premised review of the

|
:
\

FOOTER.
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