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THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.
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LUTON TOWN v, QUEEN'S PARK M
9

RANGERS, S{
Played at Luton on Saturday, Resu.t:— FI
Tivton Town oiervesiem e 2 gonls. ¥

Queen's Pn:k Rnn.gerﬂ e 2 goals. i
I

Tho teams were as follow:— |
Luton: Ord; White and MoCurdy; Clifford, ®
Hgldstock, and \Williame; Brown, Blessington, My,
Gray, Tiemney, and Durrant. ;
Quooita Park: Olutterbuck; Newlands and@;
McConnell ; Iennox, Hiteh, and.8kinner; Gray, B
COhristie, Ronaldsom, Humphroy, and Foxall, |

Referes, "Mr. 11‘ B. “:"H““L.

y uton's luck! The first Southernf
L::guw:ﬂmnjut;ﬁ I{Jt"i'lﬂﬂ‘lE for a century—no, I mean
tho fimst Icague matoh at home during the pre-g@°
sent century—and then to get a day like Satur-
. Tho copious showers of the morning put
aoything but a cheerful aspect on affairs, but thel
very worst of tho weather scemetl to bo gpecially I
ressrved for the Eimﬁ- uf'thn k:l?l]i-ﬂﬂ'. R,
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The deiving rin was webter, moro searching, "
ore dopressing than a regularg*

Ny mi‘ﬂﬁh mhm'ﬁ been wi%‘huut the wind,
and it was not surprising that less than a thou- B
sand people should have put In an appearanco byk \
half-pasy two, The surprising thing was thatf (
anyone should have been mad enough to vent
out to ees a game of fuotball under such miserable
conditions. The weather improved o bit later. g
and tha vrowd' increased also, but the unwelcomoell
efforts of Jupiter Pluvious robbed the Club of at

least £30 #!'":B“::: =

As fo the matoh, the Queen’s Park Rangere
were bent on winning. So were Luton. But the
Rangers had tho advantage of bomg abt full
strengeh, and.as fit s fiddles, whereag Luton had

in te take the field without their captain,
and the forward line, including a newcomer Ing
the pamon of Gray, of Grimsby, was necessarily g
to eome extent experimental. Added to the ad-E
vaniage already numed, the Rangers had thel
further very considerablo one of winning the toss,
and starting with the wind ﬂ.ndi'um behind them,
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That they meant going for all they wera worth@
was soon evident, and they wera quickly onp
visiting terms with the Luten custodian, McOurdy®
failing to clear at the first attempt and thenfy,
kicking oo to Ronaldson, who seemed to befl
booked for a goal all over. Ord Tan out, how- &
ever, and just got hold of the ball, which, i1n try-§
ing te aveid the Ranger on the rampage, heg
carried, and a foul was given against him, butfl
from this Luton cleared, |
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Gray—the Queen's Park Gray—next put across
the menth of goal, and Foxall had a lovely oppor-
tunity, but Ord cleared splendidly. ‘The visitorsi,
ocontinued to bave the best of matters, what time .
the whistle was not blowing—for infringementsg
of one sort and another were uncommonly fre-@
quent—and the Luton goal had several narrow

€scapes . X 2

" Then Durrant showed up with a mice run,§
brought to a conclusion by a foul against the§
Rangers, but the free kick was nobt turned tojg,
soocount. And let me say this, that Luton intterf
away their most primising free kicks by indulgingd,
in fanoy business which seldom or never comes@
off. A good, honest kick 33 much more LikelyM
to be- productive than the roundabout methods§
usuadly adopted when the kick is taken near theR
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A dagh and a miss by White nearly proved§
the downfall of Luton, but McCurdy came to}
the masistance of Ord, and when the latter wns§
out of goal, Mao just succeeded in preventing thel§
ball from going over the line, Direéctly after-J.
wards Luton were not so fortunate. Gray got®.
by Williams, and McCurdy being too far up the'
field to cover the half-back, the Rangers’ ocutaide-§
right sailed away and beat Ord with a shot which$§
just ghaved the tiprighm' i
|

Upon the return to the half-way line, Durrant¥,
wenp off in a canter, but was agam fouled by
Lennex, who was almost comstantly indulginggd
his propensities in this direction, and from tho'
frea lack Chifford received and semt just wide.f8
Then another disaster befel the homesters, for@
Humphrey eeized an opening and going clean§
away scored o b&autriful'g'nnl. =

This seemed to be about the finishing touch to3
whatever chances Luton ever had, but aftery
White had been beaten and McCurdy had dashed §
across-and oleared, Brown raised the hopes of the ,.'_
xectat-ﬂ'rs with a shot which passed just across@

a goal and by the opposite post. Williams next § }
reoceived from n throw-in and put in a lovely shot 8
which brought Olutterbuck to the ground, butl§’
other &f the Rangers came to the fallen custo-fs

dian’s aad, and a clearance was effected. .}-Z
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- A ourlmg shot by Hoeldstook wna nearly E‘llﬂl
| n}mfﬂmﬂuﬁﬂhﬁﬁﬁ in saving came into col-
lision with the upright. It was the goalkeeper
who wag hurt. Brown next got in a centre which
gaye Durrant a fine opportunity, but the left-
winger olean missed it. From a free kick,
Williams turned back to Clifford, who grazed
the bar wath a capital shot, and then the whiatle

blaw for Mf-tinie. 3 A

-Although the Rangers crossed over with a com-
fortable lead of two gouls, the wind was still so
strong that the chances of Luton drawing lovel
were not altogether outside the range of vision;
of optimistic spectators, bubt it must be con-
fmg that the homesters did not set out about
their work in very promising style. Clifford con.
timued to-perform prodigies of valour, but there
certainly ecemed to be no clear understandmg
between the te&n: as & :-.'hnle,

Moreover, there was not too much smartness.
Eventually, Blessington got in a shot which Clut-
terbuck nearly muddled, and this wag followed by
soveral othems, a good one by Tierney deserving
apecial notice. A centre by Brown was muddled
becausn two or three other of the forwards went
for ib ab the same time, but at last Blessington
pubt the ball in the mouth of goal, and the
Rangers failing to clear, Durrant scored a good

BM-L - - L

Now that the process of wiping off arrears had
beﬂ'ué there wns o hope that it would continue,
and Gray had a very good chance of doing the
trick almoet directly, but he passed instead of
shooting, end the opening was lost. Then Luton
were deprived of the services of Holdstock, whose;
knee went wrong, and necessitated his being)
carried off i:h«e‘ﬁ.d. 2 £ :

anﬂ came i’mﬂ;&ha Eulf-lm?k line, and3
_Bn en sphere of operations.§
The battle wns waged with varying fortune, but}
for the meet part the Rangers were more work-§
manlikd in their methods, and but for the faotg
that Ord was ever ready in goal, and made twof
or three very fine saves, the probability iz thatB
the visitors would have increased mather than®
have lest thewr l;end 2

L

As -i:n;'q-!. the minutes ;ihased imt:h other)
away, it was getting unpleasantly near the¥

ish, when the hoped-for but long-given-up goonlf
came. Clutterbuck gave a corner fto a good shotf
by Burrant, and the latter placing, tho Rangoers§
oleared for a moment, but Williams met the ball§
and seored the equalising goal with a tremendous g
drive. The Rangers appesled against it on tho@
ground that 1t had touched Therney, who wnag
under the bar, but the referee pointed to thes
centre of the ﬁl'!li.l. -

2 . 0

Not more than a couple of minutes remained
for play, and when the whistle sounded. thera$
wad & renawal of the cheers—not so frantic, per-
haps, but very hearty nevertheloss—which had®
greeted the snccess of Willilams' brilliant shot. £

Thus, fec phe fist time this season, Luton made®
o draw wm o E-m;ﬂmrn League motah. .
“ N

I cannot say thab, taken altogether, T wae de @
Ughted with Luton’s play. There wag a want of @
emartnem and determination about some of thel
men, and considering that they are only playing®
one game a week, I don't see that there is any®
reumb{a excuea for the abeence of brightnessd
and staying power. Clifford wns again the hest$
man of the lob, and it wns the immense amounty
of work that he put in that saved the geme.if
apart, of ocourse, from Ord's excellent goal §
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In the firet half, Holdstock was evidently clean ]
out of form, and had not Clifford practioellyl
done the work of two men, there s no knowing J
whera we chould have been. Williams, it goes
without saying, was full of life and energy, but, B
ob, Harry, why will you sometimes dally with %
tha ball when it would be 0 much better andB
easier to get riﬂ.uf it? ¥ 3

MoChrdy made some mistakes, Imt on theld
wheld played up strongly, and Wlite, notwith.@
stamching that hw judgmoent wap occasional'y at$.
fauld, pecformed gplendidly. And when he went 1
half-back he rendered a first-rate accoumt 1
himsolf. As to the forwarde Tiorney was the
bardest and most suecessful worker, but if he
were te bry to do with a lLittle lese circumlosution,
he would inﬁ;ﬁte!r moro eﬂ;eﬂ.irf. !

Blessmgton was rather disappointing, and g
Brepn wag cometimes good and eometimes the
vevarse,  Durrang performed well, and if hofd
would ipstil just & pow hit more dash into his@e
play he would be hard to beat. CGray. the newg
man, created a voovy  favenmble impression §
though he did notli== of the sensational order. @y
Hae evidently knows ! s work, and will probebl.gt
do a loibetﬁr wien &e Laa had another weak or
twe's Lrassing.
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