THE SOUTHERN LEAGUE.

—— e

WHEST HAM UNITED v, LUTON TOWN,

'l at Capning Town on Baturday.
M g il . 1
West Ham United ......... 2 goals,

Luion Town b Bsaiond N B

Tho teams wore as follow :— _

Weat Ham: Monteith; King and Cralg;,
\ ¢ and McBachrane; Hunt, Grassam, |
Corbett, Ratoliff, and Taylor.

Luton: Ord: Lindsay and Street; Olifford,
Cox, and «illiams; Brgwn, Dlesaington, Gray,
Tiernoy, and Haxton.

Refloree, Mr. l:l.rtndq_'n- c

Owing to the important Cup-ties being fought
out at \%’mlwich and Tottenham, there was only
& vicy small crowd to witness the encounter ba-
{tweon West Ham and Luton, and the Kilvem
hundred spectators whe assembled looked cem-
plately lost in that tremendously large arca called
thoe linmuinl Greundu l.:. C‘cnn&ng Town.

i
:
J
!

In this place the people are located some con- |
siderablo distance from tho field of play, bacasso
outsido tho pitch thers is a tolerably wido cinder
track, then a stretch of turf, and after that s
bonked-up cement lo  truck, which
said to by nearly halfamile in eiroum-
fecemce. It will theroforo be seen that it would
take a vory big gate indeed to make muoh eof a
show hero.

Tt waa fortunate for some of us that thero was
nat a great rush of people for the football matoh,
becauso the ordinary traffic from Fenchurch-
atrest on Saturdays appears to be much largee
than the railway company know how (o desl
wilh. Thers are some people, I baliave, who
complain at their treatment on tha Midland.
They ought to try the London, Tilbury, wod
Southand trains, and then if thay did not get
un an illuminated address of thanks to that
humano and enterprising body of gentlomen who
direot tha affairs of the Mid'and Compaay, I
ghould be very greatly m:rpn.i&tll.

Whon we started from Fenchurch alwut a
quarter-past one on Saturday afternoen, there
wero twelyo of us in a compartment constructed
to accnmmexlate ten. At the next station a
young woman and two or three men got in, |
despite & warning that tho regulation numbee
had alrrady been exceedod. When we stopped
again our number was auemented to eirhteen,
eud at the next station still another squeersd
himsalf in, making ten mitting down and nine
atanding up, the nine boing wedged in from door
to door.

And this, T was told, wasr no unusual ocour
renoa, but 18 typical of what is happening every
Baturday, a atatement which was barno out by
the fant that all the other compartments saomod
ta be 1a tha same crowded condition. Buch a
condition of things i3 a disgrace to the Company
which makes monoy out of it, a disgrace to the
Qovernmant which tolerates it, and above all, &
disgrace ta the people who are willing to submié
to it.
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Te mturn to the match, however, | may say
that 1indsay's reappearance justiied the hope
that Lauton would succeed in gaining a point as
s result of ths meeting, but the hopo waa oot
realised, and never looked llke being realised
wlhen the game had once commenced. |
however, wns not Lindsay’s fault, for Lindsay,
notwithatanding his long peniod of enformad idle-
pess, remainnad fresh to the finish, which wnas a
good deal more than could be said of some of
the others. £ - s

The Hammers won tho toss, and at onea
swarmed to the attack, Taylor eapecially being
conspiouous in hia effort to bring about the
downfall of the Luton goal. The visitors made &
brief respouse, and Gray almost suoceeded in
getting through, but Monteith clearod. Then
the tectotallors came again, and Rateliff hit the
post with a lovely shot, which Ord @
cleared. Rogor saved next from a hoader
Taylor, and after that Ratoliff again sent the b
against Lthe upright. Not discouraged by ther
tll-luck, et Ham put on the pressure once
mere, and Taylor succeaded in steering the ball
by tha hitherto invincible custodian. Lmton
made an appeal for offeide, but it waa not eater-
tamed.

This seemed to put Luton wn their mettlo &
bit, and after o strong assault, tho ball came bapk
to Cox, who sent in a very hot drive, the Imtinr‘

going just wide of the mark. From a oormer
given by Williams at tha other end, Kelly headed |
over, and then Luton retaliated, Gray first of
all sonding wide, and Brown at the naxt attempt
putting behind.
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The Hammers wers atill inclined to pross their
advantage, snd some faulty and rather hesitating
ﬁlu:r by Street made things look anything bwt

vely for thie Lutonians. Hunt onoe seemed
abselulely safe for a goal, but luckily Lindeay
ru-hed across in the nick of time, and he cleaced
agun almost diractly whon Grassam looked like |
drihbli:;.througl:. i E

Ones Luton got within atriking distance, but
Theeney, who headed into Monteith’'s hands frem
2 sentra by Brown, wns given offside. Faor the
most part the attack was left to West Ham, aad
it wad thanks chiefly to Ord’s splendid saves that
they dildl not EﬂtE@-&d in‘ \norensing their lead.

YWhan  hostilities  wera  rosumed, aller
the interval, Luton showed to rather
mere advantage, 0 far as having a

ater shars of the play waa concerued, but

ey wera misarably weak in front of goal. Ia.
ptead of shooling or going straight away when
an opaning premntegoitmlf, they passed bock-
wards and forwards for mothing in the world but
the sake of pasming and without making an inch
of pround. |

Tiernay capecially had some excellent chances,
very oftan made by his own good play, Lut in
almest evary instance ho dallied with the ball
until the opportunity wnaa lost. The second hadl
had not been long in progress when an unferc-
tumate incident happenad, Taylor being grassed
by Lindaay in a way that provoked the angry
shcouts aof tho erowd. ¥ 2

I did not sea how the thing happenad, but play
had Lo be stopped for a time untl "'avior vame
round, and whaen the gamae was finiched, the
Luton captain was subjectad to a comawhat hoas-
tfla damonatration. Taking the second half all
throwgh, Luton had morn ﬂrthu play than thewr
oprononts, hut tho latter ware always the morn
daagerous, and Ord had mome vory nasty shots to
dpal with, a couple from Hunt having a partieu.
larly langerous look about them.

I} was certainly owing in a very great maasure
ta Orcd that West Ham wors not able to ~d? te
thew soors, and as for tha non-succes= of Tuten,
ths forwards had no one to thank bhut them.
solves. In faot, if thay had been play'ng till new,
L emstinn whather thay would have had anything
kamnible to show for their paina

Brows, I think, was aboul the bast af tha
bu=ch. for though in the first half he diaplayed
b+ old woakners for prutting behind in-tand of
in froat of the groal, ha was by far the mest |ikely-
leokine one of the lot in the =scond moiety and
hia nimbla runs and very decont centres ¢licitel
faveurable commenta from those spoetators who
wers In my vicinity.

@y waa the bedt af the inaide men, and was
oartainly much more atraichtforward in his
mothods than the others. Tiernay spoiled his
play in the way already referred to, and Blams-
mmpton was elean out of the hunt towardas the

end of the game. Saxton did nothing worthy of
ocomment. |
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Wilhhams and Cliford wore sasi's the baat af
the haives, tha dashisg tanties of tha former baimg
tha mara sueressful perhans, bnt Cor was put-
plaved from start to Bnish. His weaknecs no
deudt had a prejudicial ¢ff-ot upon Gray's
chances of shining, and it 12 to tha eradit of tha
contre forward, perhaps, that under thesa eir
camrtances ha was able to make as good a shew
88 he did. |
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Tandsay, as T have stated, waa abla to o the
whele ninety minutes. and he finiched up aven
strenger than he boran. Sireat did not AnTte
come un fto axpectalions, but the vory heavy

P‘l bothered him a good bhit. Under mor
avnarabla cieoumstanesa. he will probeh's da 5
great deal batter. Ond"s disnlav has already bamn
speken of. and it nead anly be ad 'ad %2t b was
very warmly applauded as he went to the dress-
Ing-room.
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Wer the winners, Craiz plaved a vy streng
ga~e n! back. tha ha'vee wern all in eveollant
tﬂ*‘" ""”! R"l*ﬂ‘““ and Tavxlar AT AR fh‘: for
wards wora almost unidonnahla dur‘ng that
tiom of the Fame in which Wast Tam Jid the
damavra., The team ay a whols wers smar! ar 10
every way Lhan their opponents, and nz n ra'a

wers 0= tha hall hafore the others had ti
thtee alaal il R

. . .

@2 Sulunday next. Luton will ba at home to
Portevienth in a Southern Leaeoues mateh, .ﬂ'il
l'f“l' fawnes of funthall wil] thersfors be pravidad
ﬂlﬁ * fame worth sseing. Luton tea=s ;—{hd.
[Ar.'".-l‘l‘f and Strect: Hawkes, (Nidorl, cod
Williama: Durrant, Blesington. Gray. lNoenay,

amd Sayten.  Roferse, Mr. Raj _
Kick off, 1.15 Bailey, of Leéioriter.
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